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{ame page he fays, he " could be perfuaded^ but not com. 
pelled, to renounce his opinions." In page 249 he fays, 
that, " In Salem every perfon loved Mr. WilHams ; that 
Ive had na perfonal enemies under any pretence/* In paee 
245 ^6 ^^y? ^^^ ^^- Williams, " throughout all his life, 
fupportcd a high place in their affections, as a truly godly 
man/' Again he &ys, that " kind treatment could win 
him ; that he always had addre& enough, with his firm- 
xids, never to be forfaken by the friends ne had ever gain- 
ed } that he breathed the pureft devotion/' 

We will make no reflections, but appeal to feveral wri- 
ters, who lived nearer the fcene of aftion ; fome of whom 
faw this comet blazing in his eccentric orb. One of them, 
Morton, informs us that *' Williams refiifed the oath of 
fidelity himfelf, and taught others fo to do : that he alfo 
i5)ake dangerous words againft 'the patent, which was the 

foundation of the government/* 

Mather tdfa us^ that thift^^^lMit-iieacttd mian publicly and 
furioujly preached againft the patent •/' that " he violently 
withfiood the oath of fidelity/* I might quote from Gov- 
emor Winthrop, Hutchinfon, and Hubbard, to prove the 
fcmc fiift. Was not here oppofition to the adminiftration, 
as powerful as he could make ? 

Equally violent was his oppofition to church adminiftra- 
tion. Morton fays, that ^' he procured the church erf Sa- 
lem's oonfcnt unto letters of admonition, which were writ- 
ten and fcnt by him in their name to the churches of 
Bofton, Charleftown, and Newtown/* What Pontiff at 
Rome would have done more ? 

The fame author informs us that Williams, ** growing 
more violwvt, immured in his own houfe, fent a letter to 
his church, which waa read in public, threatening that if 
they would not fcparate not only from the churches of 
Old England^ but from the churches of New-England too, 
be wouki feparatc from them/' The church did not com- 
ply with fuch a nud propoial, and therefore he did fepa- 
rate from tbam^ and fet up a meeting in ^^ his own houfe, 
to which divers of the weaker fort repaired.** TTius w^s 
he forfaken ; yet the prefent hiftorian affcrts, '* that he al- 
ways had addrefi enough — newr to be forfaken by the 
friends, he had ever gained/' He alfo afierts that " In Sa- 
lem 
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The Hiftorical Society holds not itfelf "rcfponfible for 
every thing," which appears in its Collections. If 
any reprefentation is not fupported by good authorities, 
it is open to temperate difcuffion. Perfonal fatire is 
here inadmiffible. It is reqniiite that he, who combats 
any real or fuppofed error, give his reafons, or authori- 
ties, difpaflionately ; and thus prove that he is contends 
ing, not for viftory, but for truth. This is the only 
becoming conteft in the republic of letters. 

Quid verum atque decens euro et rogo, et omnis in hoc fum. 

The anonymous writer of the foflowinff article will, 
hence, perceive why fome of his remarks are fuppref- 
fed. 

Remarks on " A. Historv . of Salbm.*' 

1 HE learning, the refpeftabilitjr, the known merits of 
the Hiftorical Society, awe an individual, and command 
refpeft to what is publiihed under their fan^Hon. Yet as 
it may be doubtful whether they fed refponiible for every 
thing, which particular members, or correfpondents, may 
communicate, it becomes a duty to point out any excep* 
tionable paffages in their publications. If this be not 
done, the weight of their influence may tend to rive au- 
thority to error, and pervert pubUc opinion. 

This, we hope, wiU apologize for a few remarks on " A 
Hiftory of Salem," publifhed by the Hiftorical Society. 

Faffing over feveral other things, the charader given of 
Mr. Roger Williams particularly provokes exammation. 
The portrait of him, drawn in tms hiftory, is fo unlike 
that, left by his cotemporaries and acquaintance, that were 
it not for the name^ no mortal would imarine it defigned 
for the fame perfon. If the learned hiftonan have any au- 
thorities for what he aflerts, it would have been kind in 
him, and fatis&Aory to his readers, had he admitted them 
to fee the new difcovery for themfdves. No authority is 
quoted. But in page 246 he fays, though " Mr. Williams 
blamed the adminiftration, he did not ofpofs it.*' In thC/ 

fame 
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the north-weft part of the town, the land is hilly, and fim- 
ilar to that in the fouth-weft part. The hills, in each part, 
afford large quantities of ftone for mafon's work. From 
the foot of the hills on the fouth fide of Charles-river, ex- 
cepting a quantity of marfh of about 300 acres on each 
fide, the foil is moftly light, and intermixed ^vith loam^ 
lying upon a ftratum of clay, at the depth of fifteen or 
twenty feet, though at fome places it runs to or near the 
furface. The foil is the fame through the firft parifh, and 
Menotomy plains. On the fides of the rivulet, which di- 
vides the firft and fecond parifties, there is a large quantity 
of meadow land, producing but little grafs, and of an in- 
ferior quality. This meadow, however, abounds with 
peat, which is ufed by the poorer inhabitants for fuel. 

The original growth of the land was oak, walnut, and 
pine. The orchards, planted by the firft fettlers, flouriflied 
greatly. The few ancient trees now remaining, being of 
a much larger fize than any planted within half a century, 
denote vegetation to have been much more vigorous in 
former than in later years. From this caufe, the quantity 
of fruit is greatly diminiftied. 

The plains, though not fruitful in grafs, are well adapted 
to the raifing of Indian corn, winter rye, and the common 
efculent vegetables. 

From the hilly and diverfified furface of feveral parts, 
and the paflage of Charles river through the middle, of 
the town, it might be fuppofed that the air is very pure. 
Experience confirms the fuppofition. Many of the inhab- 
itants have attained great longevity ; and invalids, from 
other towns, have realized the beneficial effects of a falu- 
brious air from a temporary refidence in the town. Per- 
fons afflided with chronic diforders have alfo received ad- 
ditional advantages, and fometimes effeftual relief, by the 
ufe of the waters in a chalybeate fpring in the fouth-weft 
parifh. 

The largeft river in Cambridge is Charles river, which 
is navigable to the bridge leading to Brookline, for vefTels 
of ninety tons, and for lighters to Watertown. 

Three ponds head a rivulet, which divides the firft and 
fecond parifhes, and which empties itfelf into Myftic river. 
The fifli, ufually to be found \jx frelh rivers and ponds, 

may 
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lem every perfon loved him." Stubborn h&s repel thefe 
aiiertions, and other writers contradift them. 

The feme remark will apply, when he fays that Williams 
*' could be perfuaded, and that kind treatment could win 
him." Governor Hutchinfon fays, that " endeavours were 
ujkd to reclaim him, but to no furpo/e.^* Mather fays, that 
" before the court proceeded to baniih this incendfarr^ 
they advifed with the paftors of the neighbouring churcn- 
es," ^ who reque/ied that they would forbear profeciitiij^ 
him till they and their churches h,ad in a church way en- 
deavoured his conviftion and repentance." Their propo- 
fal was allowed. " The church of Bofton, and feveral 
other churches, took the beft pains they could, and thoueh 
they brought the church of Salem to join with them, the 
efle^ on Williams was, that he renounced them all as no 
churches." And though the church of Salem gave him 
up, and joined with thofe, who admonifhed him ; yet 
this writer fays, that ^* cvcxy perfon loved him, and that 
he had addrefs enough never to be forfaken by the friends 
he had ever gained." 

With equ^ propriety he fays, Williams " breathed the 
pureft devotion." As he has not produced any fample of 
his devotion, the tafk is ours. Writers, who had at leaft 
as good opportunities as this hiftorian, iay, that after he 
feparated from his people, " he never moi^ came to the 
church affembly ; he withdrew all private religious com- 
munion from any, who held communion with them" ; 
" he would not pray with his own wife and family, rior 
alk a bleffing at meals with them, becaufe they went to 
the church aSemblics." 

finally, after his banifhment as a peft of fociety, "he 
turned ^abaptift, (fays Morton) then told his deluded 
followers, he was out of thq way himfelf, and had milled 
them^ for he did not find that there was any upon earth that 
could adminifter baptifm, and therefore their laft baptifm 
was a nullity as well as their firft, and therefore they muft 
lay down all, and wait for the coming of new apofUes j fo 
they diffolved themfelves." 
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76,700 dollars. The caufeway, on the Camlnidge fide, 
ivas bc^n July 15, 1792 ; the woodwork, April 8, 1793. 
The bridge was opened for paffenffers, November 23, 1793, 
fcven months and an half from the time of laying the firft 
pier. It is very handfomely conftnifted ; and, when 
fighted by its two rows of lamps, extending a mile and a 
quarter, prefents a vifta, which has a fine efieft. 

It fiands on 180 piers, and is - 3483 feet long. 

Bridge over the gore, 14 do. - ^ 275 do. 

Abutment, Boflon fide, - - - 87^ 

Gaufeway 3344 

Difi:ance from the end of the caufeway 
to the firfl: church in Cambridge - 7810 

Width of the bridge . - . 40 
It is railed on each fide, for foot-paflingers. The fides of 
the caufeway are fl:oned, capfi:and, and railed ; and on each 
fide there is a canal, about 30 feet \^4de. A toll is granted 
to the proprietors for 70 years. 

The diftance from the firft church in Cambridge to the 
old ftate-houfe in Bofton, over this bridge, is three miles, 
one quarter, and fixty rods ; and to the new ftate-houfe 
about three miles. 

The ereftion of this bridge has had a very perceivable 
influence on the trade of Cambridge, which, formerly, was 
very inconfiderablc. By bringing the travel from the 
weftward and northward through the centre of the town, 
it has greatly invigorated bufinefs there. It, at the fame 
time, has given rife to a thriving trade in the vicinity of 
the bridge, where feveral houfes and ftores have already 
1>een bunt, and where a rapid progrefe of trade and com- 
merce may rationally be expefted. The land, on each fide 
of the road to Bofton, from the farm formerly Inman's 
(lately Mr. Jarvis's) to the bridge, is divided into fmall 
ibt3, accommodated to the purpofe of houfes and ftores ; 
and has recently been fold.* This fale will, probably, be 
introdu&ory to a compaft and populous fettlement. 

There are five edifices for public worftiip in the town : 
Vidthin the limits of the firft parifli, a Congregational and 
an Epifcop^ church ; in the fecond pariffi, a Congrega- 
tional and a Baptift church j and in the third, a Congrega- 
tional church. 

♦January, 1801. There 
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admired, for the juftnefs of their defign, and for the rich- 
nefs, variety, and perfeftion, of their produftions. hi no 
part of New-England, probably, is horticulture carried to 
higher perfeftion than within his inclofure. A mall, ad- 
joining his grounds, made in 1792, and {haded by hand-^ 
fome rows of trees, is a work of jieatnefe and tafte ; and 
is, at once, convenient and ornamental to the town. 

On the road leading to Watertown, there are feveral 
elegant feats, which attraft the notice, and delight the eye, 
of the traveller. One of thefe feats, now owned by Mn 
Andrew Craigie, was the place of General Washington's 
,refidence, while he was with the American army at Cami- 
bridge. 

It is generally conceded, that this town eminently com- 
bines the tranquillity of philofophic folitude, with the 
choiceft pleafures and advantages of refined fociety* 

Acres, rods. 

The Firfl: Parifli in Cambridge contains - 2851 60 

The Second 4345 118 

llie Third 2660 81 

In Oftobcr, 1798, the number of dwelling-houfes in the 
Firft Parifti, and within the town, was - - 148 

In the Second 85 

In the Third -- 68 

Total houfes in Cambridge, 301 

Tlie prefent number of inhabitants in Cambridge is 2445 
In 1790, the number was - - - - 2115 

Increafe in 10 years - - 330 

The Hijiory of Cambridge. 

THE fettlement of Cambridge commenced in 163 1. It 
was the original intention of the fet tiers, to make it the 
metropolis of the Province of Maflachufetts. Governor 
Winthrop, Deputy-Governor Dudley, and the Afliftants, 
having examined the territory lying contiguous to the new 
I'ettlements, upon view of this fpot, " all agreed it a fit 
place for a beautiful town, and took time to confider fur- 
ther 
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The History of Cambridge. By Abiel Holmes, A.M. 

A Member of the Society* 

-farian et hxc oUxn znesaixuITe j\iva\nu Vi&Git* 



A topographical Defcripiion of Cambridge.* 

CAMBRIDGE is a fliire town, in the county of Mid- 
dlefex. It Kes in 42**. 23'. north latitude, and 71 *"• 
weft longitude from London. It is bounded on the north- 
eaft by Charlcftown ; on the north-weft by Lexington ; 
on the weft by Watertown ; on the fouth-weft by New- 
ton ; on the fouth by Brookline, and on the fouth-eaft 
and eaft by Cambridge bay to Charleftown line. 

It is about three miles diftant from Bofton, on a right 
line ; eight miles, as meafured on the road leading through 
Brookline and Roxbury ; about four miles and a half 
through Charleftown ; and three miles, one quarter, and 
fixty rods from the old ftate-houfe, by the way of Wcft- 
Bofton bridge. 

The foil is various. In the fouth-weft part of the town, 
within a mile of Charles river, the land is hilly, and abounds 
in fprings. The foil is loamy, and natural to grals. In 

the 

* Par this DfJMpfUnj . I am principallj indebted to my worthy 
friend, aad refpcdxble parilhioner, Caleb Gannett^ Efquire. 

B 
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a view to its fpeedy completion. The Governor fi^ up the 
frame of a houfe where he firft pitched his tent j and the 
Deputy-Governor finifhed his houfe,* and removed his 
family. On fome confiderations, however, " which at firft 
came not into their minds," the Governor, in the enfuing 
autumn, took down his frame, and removed it into Boflion, 
with the intention of making that the place of his future 
abode ; greatly to the difappointment of the reft of the 
company, who were ftill refolved to build at Newtown. 
Having promifed the people of Bofton, when they firft fat 
down with him there, that he would not remove, unleis 
they fliould accompany him ; they now petitioned him, 
" under all their hands,** that, according to his promiie, he 
would not leave them. About this time, alfo, Chicketaw- 
bu, the Chief of the Indians in the neighbourhood of New- 
town, vifited the Governor with high profeffions of fnend- 
fhip ; which rendered him lefs apprehenfive of danger from 
the Indians, and lefs iblicitous for a fortified town. To- 
gether with thefe confiderations, to influence the Governor 
to this new refolution, Bofton was now '' like to be the 
place of chiefeft commerce.**! 

Various orders of the Court of Affiftants fhew, however, 
that Newtowti, ftill defigned for the metropolis, was taken 
under legiflative patronage. Om the 1 4th of June, 1 63 1 , the 
Court, in confideration of " Mr. John Mafters' having un- 
dertaken to make a paflage from Charles river to the New 
Town, 12 feet broad, and 7 deep, promifes him fatisfac- 
tion.** On the 5th of July, the Court ordered, " that 
there be levied out of the feveral plantations jC*3o> ^^ 
making the Creek from Charles river to Newtown.'* | In 
the courfe of the fame year, a thatched houfe, in Bofton, 
taking fire from the chimney, and becoming burnt down ; 
*' for prevention whereof,** obferves the Drouty-Governor, 
" in our New Town^ intended to be built this fummer, we 

have 

- ■ 

* It ftood on the weft fide of Water Street, near its fouthcm termi- 
nation at Marfh Lane. 

f Belknap's American Biography, II. 339. Hubbard's MS. Hid* 
of N. Eng. 

X Prince, II. 30, 31. This creek, or paflage, which is ftill open, ex- 
tends from the river, in a northerly diredion, to the upland on the weft 
fide of Water Street, where it is interfcOed by Marfli LaiM. 
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'to The Hijhry xf Cambridge. 

the fi ti Stom /the patrtotifin, and thie ^ely, of the ancdton 
of Ncw-Engknd, § 

The firft confidcrabk acccffion to the fociety appears to 
have been in Auguft, 1632, when " the Braintree condpany 
which had begun to fit down at Mount Woolafton by or- 
tler t)f Court, removed to Newtown. Thefe were Mr- 
Hooker's company." |( Mr. Hooker, however, having not 
yet come to New-England, they were ftiH deftitute of a fet- 
tled miniftcr. But a preparation for the privilege of the 
public miniftry, and of the ordinances of the gofpel,. was^an 

immediate 

§ This venerable oak ftood on the northerly fide of the Common in 
Cambridge, a little weft of the road leading to Lexington. The ftvnp 
tf it was dug up not many years finee* 

II Winthrop's Jomnal, 42. It is higl^r pn^babley tfa^t this eoxapsaf 
eame from Braintree, in EQtx county, in England, and from its vicini- 
"ty. Chelmsford, where Mr. Hooker was fettled, is but eleven miles 
from Braintree : And Mr. Hooker " was fo efteemed ttt a preacher, 
that not only his own people^ but othen from all parts of the county of 
Eflex flocked to hear him." — The names of this company, conftituting 
the firft fettlers of the town of Cambridge, are preferved in the records 
of the Proprietors^ under the date of 1632, ^and are as follow ; 
Jeremy Adams • Richard Lord 

.Matthew Allen . John Matters 

. John Benjamin • Abraham Morrill 

Jonathan Bofwell . Hefter Mufley 

Mr. Simon Bradftreet* • Simon Oakes 

John Bridge . James Olmfted 

' Richard Butler Capt. Daniel Patrick 

. John Clarke .John Prat 

. Anthony Couldby, or Colby William Pentrey 

•Daniel Dennifon Jofeph Redinge 

.Thomas Dudley, £fq. . Nathaniel Ridiards 

Samuel Dudley • William Spencer 

• Edward Elmer .Thomas Spencer 

• Richard Goodman - Edward Stebbias 
•William Goodwin John Steele 

. Gairrad Hadden .Henry Steele 

• Stephen Hart George Steele 
.John Haynes, Efq.f Samuel Stone 

Thomas Heate • John Talcott 

Rev. Thomas Hooker . William Wadfworth 

' Thomas Hofmer • Andrew Warner 

Richard Harlackenden . Richard Webb 
.William Lewis William Wcftwood 

* Afier^ward Governor of Majfacbufitts* ' 

f Afternuard Governor of ConneSicut. Mis btm/i Jlood on the we/l Jtdi of 
Market Place* For his eharaSer^ fee Trt^nhuWs Htfiory of Cormt9ieut% 1. 123. 
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There are five College edifices belongii^ to Harvard 
Univerfity : !• Harvard Hall, (ftanding on the fcite of 
old Harvard, which was burnt in 1764) containing a 
chapel, and dining hall, the library, and mufeum, a philoi^ 
ophy chamber, and an apartment for the philofophical ap- 
paratus ; built in 1765 : 

2. Majfachufetts Hall^ of 4 fl:ories, containing 32 rooms, 
and 64 flxidies ; built in 1720 : 

3. Hollis Hall, of 4 ftories, containing 32 rooms, and 
64 fhidies } built in 1763 : 

4. Holden Chapel, lately converted into lefturing and 
reciting rooms, for the ufe of the profeffors and tutors ; 
built in 1745. Thefe 4 buildings are of brick. 

5. College Houfe, a wooden building, of 3 ft:ories, con- 
taining 1 2 rooms with ftudies. This building ftands with- 
out the college yard, having been originally built, about 
1770, for a private dwelling-houfe, and pur chafed, about 
two years afterward, by the Corporation of Harvard Col- 
lege. 

Stougbton Hall, which ftood nearly on a line with Hollis, 
on the fouth, was a brick building, built in 1698, and 
taken down in 1781. An extenfive and beautiful com- 
mon Ipreads to the north-weft of the colleges, and adds 
much to the pleafantnefe of this central part of the town, 

A few rods to the fouth-weft of the firft church, ftands 
a county court-houfe, where the judicial courts are holden, 
and the public bufinefs of the town is tranfafted. At the 
fouth-weft corner of Market Square, is the jail, an ancient 
wooden building, not much ufed, for the confinement of 
criminals, fince the ereftion of a ftone jail at Concord, 
(the other fliire town of Middlefex) in 1789. 

A little to the weftward of the Epifcopal church is the 
grammar fchool-houfe ; where a town fchool is kept 
through the year. Befides this, there are fix fchool houfes 
in the town ; two in each of the three pariihes. 

During this fummer, a bath was ereftcd at brick- 
wharf, principally for the benefit of the fliidents of the 
Univerfity. It was made under the fuperintendance 
of Thomas Brattle, Ej^uire, and happily unites ornament 
with utility. 

The gardens of Thomas Brattle, Efquire, are univerfally 

admirecU 
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The recent fettlers of Newtown had, while in En^aiid, 
attended the miniftry of the Reverend' Thomas Hooker, 
who, to efcape fines and imprifonment for his non-con- 
formity, had now fled into Holland. To enjoy the priv- 
ilege of fuch a paftor, they were willing to migrate to any 
part of the world. No fooner, therefore, was he driven 
from them, than they turned their eyes towards New- 
England. They hoped that, if comfortable fettlements 
comd be made in this part of America, they might obtain 
him for their paftor. Immediately after their fettlement 
at Newtown, they expreffed their earneft defires to Mr. 
Hooker, that he would come over into New-England, and 
take the paftoral charge of them. At their defire he left 
Holland ; and, having obtained Mr. Samuel Stone, a leftur- 
cr at Torcefter in Northamptonfhire, for an afliftant in the 
miniftry, took his paflage for America, and arrived at 
Bofton September 4, 1633. With him came oyer the fa- 
nfious Mr. John Cotton, Mr. John Haynes, afterwards Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut, Mr. GofF, and two hundred paffen- 
:rs of importance to the Colony.* " They got out of 
Ingland with much difficulty, all places being belaid to 
have taken Mr. Cotton and Mr. Hooker, who had been 
long fought for, to have been brought into thq High Com- 
miflion ; but the mafter being bound to touch at the 
Wight, the purfuants attended there, and the mean time 
the faid minifters were taken in at the Downs.' *t Mr. 
Hooker, on his arrival at Bofton, proceeded to Newtown, 
where he was received with open arms, by an afledionate 
and pious peqple. He was now chofen paftor, and Mr. 
Stone teacher, of the people at Newtown ; and on the i ith 
of 06tober, 1633, after folemn fafting and prayer, they 
Were ordained to their refpeftive offices. rrn 

way ; as a lover of juflice, order, the people, Chriftian religion — ^the fu- 
preme virtues of a good magiftrate. He was exadl in the praftice of pi- 
^y in his perfon and family all his life. He was a principal founder 
and pillar of the colony of Maflachufetts ; and, feveral times. Governor 
arid Deputy-Governor of that Province. He was a principal founder 
of the town of Newtown, [Cambridge] being zealous to have it made 
the metropolis.*' On Mr. Hooker's removal to Hartford, he removed 
from Newtown to Ipfwich, and afterward to Roxbury, where he died, 
hi 1653, a:tat. Lxxvn. 

IVottder nvorking Providence* Mcrtot^ s MetmriaL Prince. Mather* 

•f Trumbull, I. 11. f Winthrop's JoumaL 
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ther about it.*'* On the 29th of December, 1630, " after 
many confultations about a fit place to build a to\\'n for 
the feat of government, they agree on a place N. W. fide of 
Charles river, about three mues W, from Cliarlcllown ; 
and all, except Mr. Endicot and Sharp (the former living * 
at Salem, and the latter purpofing to return to llnViiindj 
oblige themfelves to build houfes there the following Ipring, 
and remove their ordnance and munition thither, i:nd lirll 
call the place Newtown/*! I'hc town was laid out in 
fquares, the ftreets interfefting each other at right angles. 
One fquare was referved for the purpofe (^f a market ; and 
remains open, to this day, ftill retaining the name of Mar- 
ket Place.\ The ftreet, leading by the Town Spring to the 
fouthward, was called Creek Street. The ftreet, parallel to 
ttis, leading from the College to the Caufeway, Wood Street. 
The ftreet, parallel to this, leading from the Firft Church 
to Marfli Lane, WaUr Street. The ftreet eallward, and 
parallel to this, lesiding from Braintree Street to Marfh 
Lane, Crooked Street^ or Lane. § The ftreet, from the Par- 
fonagc to Wood Street, Braintree Street. The ftreet fouth- 
ward, and parallel to this, running from the Town Spring 
to Crooked Lane, Spring Street. The ftreet, parallel to this, 
and farther fouth, running from Creek Street to Crooked 
Lane, Long Street. South of this a lane on the margin of 
the marih, called Marjh Lane. A lane leading from Crook- 
ed Street or Lane into the Neck, called Back Lane. Back 
Lane was narrow and crooked, and is now difcontinued 
and inclofed j and, in its ftead, a new ftreet, 45 feet wide, 
and flxaight, has been laid out a few rods to the fouthward 
of that lane. 

According to agreement, the Deputy-Governor, Secre- 
tary Bradftreet, and other principal gentlemen, in the 
Ipring of 1 63 1, commenced the execution of the plan, vnxh 

a view 

* Gov. Winthrop's Journal, printed at Hartford, in 1790. 

f Prince's Chronology, vol. II. 8. Three numbers only of a fccond 
volume of this Chronology were ever publiihed. 

X For the original names of the ftreets of Cambridge, I am indebted 
to William Winthrop, Efquire, (a defcendant of Governor Winthrop) 
who, in fome other pardcularsy has obligingly contributed to the cor- 
rednefs of this hiftory. 

§ This ftreet was ftniightencd the prefent year. 
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ber, w tnftny things wer« agitated and conduded, as ^Iferfi- 
fying in Caftle-Ifland, Dorchefter and Charleftown ; with di^ 
TOPS other matta-s. But the main bufinefs, which Q>^it the 
ihoft time^and caufed the adjourning of the Court, was about 
the removal of Newtown. Thw had leave the laft Genearal 
Court to look out for fome place ror enlargement or removal, 
with promife of having it confirmed to tnem, if it were not 
prejudicial to any other plantation ; and now they n:H>ved; 
that they might have leave to remove to ConnedHcut/' 
Thciubjeft was largely and warmly debated^ ^ the whole 
Colony being affefted with the difpute." Wben the qucf- 
tiou was put to vote, fifteen of the Deputies votipd for leave 
of dq)arture, and t«i againfl: k \ the Governor and two 
AiSftants voted for it ; but the Dq)uty-Governor, with all 
the other Afliftants, voted againfi: it ; fo a legal ad: could not 
be obtained. Hence arofe a great difference between the 
€rOvernor and Aflifkahts, and the Deputies, concenung the 
negative vwce, •* So whcB* tfcey coidd proceed no further, 
the whole Court agreed to keep a day of humiliation tq 
fcek the Lojrd,** which was kept, accordingly, in all the 
congregations. The Court met again foon after ; but be* 
fore it proceeded to bufinefs, Mr. Cotton (on Mr. Hooker's 
dcdining) preached from Ifag. ii, 4. '^ And it plea&d the 
Lord fo tQ afiifi: him, and to ble& his own ordinance, that 
the affairs of the Court went on cheerfiilly ; — and the con- 
gregation of Newtown came and accepted fiich enlargement 
as had formerly been offered them by Bofton and Water- 
town/^* This firft enlargement was, doubtlefs, in breadth, 
to: the foutliMraxd and weftward- When the firft fettler^ 
erefted ^' the New Town," between Charfeftown and Wa» 
tertown, it N^'as " in forme like a lift §ut off from the 
bcoad-doath of the two fore-named' towns."t 

The people of Newtown manifefliiig a perfevering de- 
tennination to remove into Connefticut, and thofe of fome 
i:ieighbouring towns concurring, at the fame time, in the 
wim and project of removal to other places ; the General 
Court, in. May, 1635, gave them leave to remove whither 
they pleafed, on condition that they ihould cpntinue under 
the jurifdidtion of Maffachufetts. 

hi Oftober, Mr. Thomas Shepard, whofe name holds a 

confpicuous 

* Winthrop's Joumalj 70, + Wonder-MPorkhig frovideac^i ^1. 
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have ordered, that no man there fhall build his chimney with 
^uood, nor cover his houfe with thatch.''* On the 3d of 
February, 1632, the Court ordered^ " that £.60 be levied 
out of tjhe feveral plantations, towards making a palifado 
about the New Town.**t 

An hiftorian; who was in New-England, at this time, and 
who left it the year following, obferves : " Newtown was 
firft intended for a city, but, upon more ferious confidera^ 
tions, it was thought not fo fit, being too far from the 
foi J being the greateft inconvenience it hath. This is one 
of the neateft and beft compacted towns in New-England, 
having many fair flxuftures, with many handfome contrived 
ftreets. The inhabitants inoft of them are very rich." J 

In fome of the firft years, the annual eledtion of the Gov- 
ernor and Magiftrates oi the Ck)lony was holden in this 
town. The people, on thefe occafions, aflembled under an 
oak tree, which long remained a venerable monument of 

the 

♦ Prince, IL 23. 

f Prince, II. 57. This fortification was actually made ; and the 
foffe, which was then dug around the town, is, in fome places, vifible, to 
this day. It commenced at Brick Wharf, (originally called Windmill 
Hill) and ran along the northern fide of the prefent Common in Cam- 
bridge, and through what was then at thicket, but now conftitutes a 
part of the cultivated grounds of Mr. Nathaniel Jarvis ; beyond which 
it cannot be diflindly traced. It enclofed above 1000 acres. 

J Wood's New-England's Profpefl. 



Notff for page 8. 
Chicketa^bu was the fagamore of Neponcett, which could not have 
been far from Bofton, for, on the 14th of February, 1632, " the Gov- 
ernor and fome other company went to view the country as far as Ne- 
poncett, and returned that night." The firO: mention of this Indian 
chief, within my knowledge, is March 23, 1631, when '' Chickatabot|| 
came with his faninops and fquaws, and prefented the Governor with 
a bulhel of Indian com." In April, he *' came to the Governor again, 
and he put him into a very good new fuit from head to foot ; and, af- 
ter, he fat meat before him, but he would not eat till the Governor had 
given thanks, and after meat he defired him to do the like, and fo de- 
parted.'' He died, of the fmall pox, in November, 1633, ^"hcn that 
diforder occafioned "a great mortality among the Indians," and car- 
ried off many of his people. IVinthrofs Journal f 24, 26, 32, 5^- 
H Thus Jpelt by Gov. Wtnthrop. 
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Th^ drave with them 1 60 cattle; aiid fubiifted dtf tRe 
milk or their COWS5 during the journey i Mrs. Hooker \eas 
carried in a litter. This little company laid the foiindatiom 
of Hartford, now a very flourifliing city in Connecticut. 

Their removal was very opportune for Mr. Shepard and 
his company, who purchafed the dwelling-houfes and lands, 
which they had owned at Newtown 5 and thus enjoyed the 
advantage (which fell to the lot of few of the early colo- 
nifts) of entering a fettlement already cultivated, and fur- 
nifhed with comfortable accotnmddations; 

This year (1636) the General Court contemplated the 
creftion of a Public School at Newtown, and appropriated 
four hundred pounds for that purpofe ; which laid the 
foundation of Harvard College.* 

Mrs. Anne Hutchinfon, a very extraordinary woman, 
commencing a religious teacher, about this time, and hold- 
ing leftures for the propagation of her peculiar tenets, at- 
traded a numerous audience, aiid gained many adherents. 
•* The whole Colony was foon divided into two parties, 
differing in fentiment, and ftill more alienated in affection. 
They idled each other Antinomians and Legalifts.'*t Such 
was the warmth of the contrdverfy, that it was judged ad- 
vifable to call a Synod to give their opinion on the contro- 
verted points; A Synod was accordingly holden at Newtown 
on the 30th of Auguft, 1637, at which " all the teaching el- 
ders through the country/' and meffengers of the feveral 
churcliesjwere prefent. The magiftrates,too,attended as hear- 
ers, and fpake occaiionally , as they faw fit. Of this Synod Mr. 
Shepard, who opened it with prayer, " was no fmaJl part.** J 
After a feflion of three weeks, the Synod condemned eigh- 
tyrtwo erroneous opinions, which had become diffeminated 
in New-England. The proceedings of this Synod appear 
td have been conduced with fairnefs and ability. " Lib- 

■ . - ^ . €^^y 

* " After God had carried us fafe to New-England, and wee had 
builded our houfes, provided necefiaries for our liveli-hood, rear'd con- 
venient places for God's worfhip, and fettled the civill government : 
One of the next things we longed for and looked after was to advance 
learning and perpetuate it to poilerity : dreaiding to leave an illiterate 
miniftry to the churches, when our prefent minifters fhall lie in the 
duft." Ne<W'England*i Firft Fruft/» pubtijhed in 1643. 

+ Adams's Hiftorjr of New-England. 

X C. Mather. 
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immediate and primary object oJF their pious attentien. 
72us yflar, accordingly, they " b^ilt the firft houfe for pub? 
lie worihip at Newtown, with a bell, upon it."* 

The removal of the Governor into Bofton having occa^ 
iioned a mifunderibnding between him and the Deputy^ 
Governor 5 ** the minifters, for an end of the difFeri^nce* 
ordered, that the Governor fliould procure them a minify. 
ter at Newtown, and contribute fome towards his mainte« 
nance for a time ; or if he could not by the ipring effe.d; 
tiiat, then to give the Deputy, towards his charges ia 
building there, jC-^^/' The Governor accepted this order, 
and promifed a compliance with it. The Deputy-Gov* 
eraor, however, on the reception of one part of the order, 
returned it to the Governor, profefling fo full a perfuafioa 
of the Governor's love to him, and fo hieh an eftimation 
of it^ that " if he had given him £,^ioo^ mftead of ^'^o^ 
he would not have taken it." Notwithftanding the vari- 
ance, which had fubiifted between theiie venerable men, 
** yet they peaceably met about their afl^s, without any 
appearance of any breach or difcontent j and ever after 
kept peace and good correipondency together in love and 
friendfhip,"t The 

* Prince, II. 75. This chur<?h ftood on the weft fide of Water Street, 
and footh of Spring Street, near the place where thefe fireets interfe^ 
each other^ ahouit 30 rods fputh of where the' congregational church 
no^ftands. 

\ Winthrop*8 Journal.— — Governor Winthrop is charafterifed, by 
Morton» as '^ fingular for piety, wifdom, and of a public fpirit ; as a 
man of unbiafTed juftice, patience in refpe(5l of perfonal wrongs and in- 
juries, a great lover of the faints, efpecially able minifters of the g«ipel ; 
Tcry fober in deiiring, and temperate in improving, earthly content- 
ments ; very humble, courteous, and ftudious of general good." Dn 
Belknap juftly obferves, that ^' he was eminently qualified for. the firft 
offiee d[ government, in which he fhone with a luftre, which would have 
done him honour in a larger fphere, and a more elevated fituatipn. He 
was the father, as well as governor, of an infant plantation." His houfci 
in Bofton, ftood a few rods north of the Old South church, where the pile 
of brick ftores has been recently built. The late John Winthrop^ 'ES<i. 
HoUis Frofeflbr of Math, and Nat. Philof. was his defcendant of the 
fourth generation ; and James and William Winthrop, Efquires, now 
living in Cambridge, are defcendants, of the fifth generation. Gov. Win* 
throp died in 1649, ^^^ lxiii. Jimer.Bkg. II. 337. Magnalia^ II* S. 

Thomas Dudley* Efq. is charaftenfed as '< a man. of found judg^ 
mcnt in matters of religumi aadwell read« beftowing much kbour that 

way; 
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whom report had fo valued," before he would "make 
choice of one principle/' or " crofe the broade feas back 
a^ine. Then turning his fece to the fun, he fleered his 
courfe tow'ard the next town, and after fome fmall travell 
hee came to a large plaine. No fooner was hee entred 
thereon, but hearing the found of a drum, he was direded 
toward it by a broade beaten way.'* Following this road, 
he enquired of the firft perfon he met, what the fignal of 
the drum meant. The anfwer was, " they had as yet no 
beU to call men to meeting, and therefore made uife of a 
drum."* Who ledhires, iSid he, at this town ? *' I fee 
you are a ftranger, new come over,'* replied the other, 
fince you know not the man. It is one Mr. Shepard,*' 
I an) nev/ come over," faid the ftranger, " and have been 
told fince I came, that moft of your minifters are legall 
preachers, onely if I miftake not they told me this 
man preached a finer covenant of works than the other. 
However, I fhall make what hafte I can to hear lAvn. Fare 
you well." Haftening to the place, he prefled through the 
thickeft crowd into tne church, " where having ftayed 
v/hile the glaffe was turned up twice, the man was meta- 
morphofed." He was frequently melted into tears, during 
the fervice, and overwhelmed with gratitude to God, whofc 
*' bleffed fpirit caufed the fpeech of a poore weake pale com- 
pleftioned man to take fuch impreflion in his foul." The 

Ereacher " applied the word fo aptly, as if hee had been 
is privy counfeller ; cleering Chrifts worke of grace in 
the foule from all thofe falfe doftrines, which the erronious 
party had afrighted him withall." Finding that there was 
here not only a zeal " for the truth of the difcipline, but 
alfo of the doftrine," of the gofpel, ^^ he now refolves (the 
Lord willing) to live and die with the minifters of New- 

JEngland."t 

The Reverend John Harvard, of Charleftown, in 1638, 

added to the fum, appropriated by the Legiflature to the 

^ public 

* The town records confirm Mr. Prince's account, that the 
church had a bell at firft ; for they fhew that the town meetings 
were then called by the ringing of the bell. A drum, for what reafon 
docs not now appear, was afterwards fubftituted in its place ; for I find 
an order o£ the townfmen, in 1646, for the payment of fifty ftiiUings 
to a man " for his fervice to the towne, in beating the drum." 
t Wonder-working Providence^ C, XLIII, 
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Hit fame of the removal of thefe eminent men to A, 
loerica invited over vaft numbers of Puritans, who could 
not find reft under Archbilhop Laud's fevere adminiftra* 
tion ; '' infomuch that, for feveral years, hardly a veffel 
came into thefe parts, but was crowded with paflengers for 

New-England."t 

An hiftorian of this early period pioufly notices *' the 

admirable afts of Providence** toward the people of New* 
town, in this infancy of their fettlement. " Although 
they were in fiich great ftraites for foode, that many of 
them eate their bread by waight, and had little hopes of 
the earths fruitfullnefTe, yet the Lord Chrift was pleafed to 
refrefh their fpirits with fuch quickning grace, and lively 
affections to this temple-worke, that they did not defert 
the place. And that which was more remarkable, when 
they had fcarce houfes to ftielter themfelves, and no doores 
to hinder the Indians acceffe to all they had In them ; yet 
did the Lord fo awe their hearts, that although they fre- 
quented the Engliflimens places of aboade, where their 
whole fubftance, weake wives and Uttle ones lay open to 
their plunder, during their abfence, being whole dayes at 
Sabbath-Affemblies, yet had they none of their food or 
ftuffe diminiflied, neither children nor wives hurt in the 
leaft meafure, although the Indians came commonly to 
them, at thofe times, much hungry belly (as they ufe to 
fay) and w^ere then in number and ftrength beyond the 
Englifli by far/** 

As early as May, 1634, it appears that the number of in-^ 
habitants at Newtown had become difproportioned to the 
townfliip. " Thofe of Newtown,** fays Governor Win- 
throp, *^ complained of ftraitnefs for want of land, efpecial- 
ly meadow, and defired leave of the Council to look out 
either for enlargement or removal, which was granted ; 
whereupon they fent men to fee Agawam [Ipfwich] and 
Merrimack, and gave out they would remove/*J In July, 
fix inhabitants of Newtown v^ent paflengers in a veffel 
" bound to the Dutch plantation, to difcover Connefticut 
river, intending to remove their town thither." § 

At the General Court, which fat at Newtown in Septem- 
ber, 

f Neal. * Wonder-working Providence, 

X Winthrop's Journal. J Ibid. 
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and r^;arding ^* confcience rather than dcgailce, fidd!?Cy 
rather than poetry," their verfion, it feems, was too crade 
to fittisfy the tafte of an age, neither highly refined, nor tc^ 
markably critical. Hence, Mr. Shepard, of Cambridge| 
addreffed them with this monitory verfc ; 

*' Ye Roxhury poets, keep clear of tji? crim^ 
Of xnifling to give us very good rhyme : 
And you of Dorchefier your verfes lenstheHf 
. But vdth the texts own words you ww Uiem ftrengthen." 

This Verfion was printed at Cambridge in 1640 : but re« 
quiring, as it was judged, " a little more art," it was com* 
mitted to Prefident Dunfter, a great ni3lier of the oriental 
languages, who, with fome affidance, revifed ^d re^ed 
it^ and brought it into that ftate in which the churches of 
New-England ufed it for many fubfequent ycarP»* 

In 1639, the town ordered, that fome perfo/iy chofen iot 
the purpofe, fhould regifter every birth, marriage, and bu* 
rial, and, '^ accordiag to the order of the Gomt^ in that 
cafe provided, ^ve it in once evrie yeare to be detiverdd 
by the deputies to the Recorder/' 

In 1641, (Dec, 13) the town chofe two men, whom they 
direded to " take care for the making of the towne fpring, 
agsdnft Mr. Dunfter's houfe, a fufficient well, with timber 
and ftone fit for the ufe of man, and wattering of cattel."| 

In 1642, according to an order of the laft General Court, 
*^ for the townfmen to fee to the educating children,'* the 
town was divided into fix parts, and a perfon appointed 
for each divifion, " to take care of all the families'* it con- 
tained. 

The firft Commcfncement was holden at Cambridge in 
1642, at which time nine Students took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts.§ " They were young men of good 

hope, 

* The Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bofton, obferved, that, wheti he was laft 
in England, in 1717* he' found t}iis VeHion "was by fome eminent 
congregations there preferred to all others in their public worihip." I 
find the eighteenth edition of this Verfion printed with the Bible at 
Edinburgh, in 1741 ; and the twenty-third (I fuppofe New-England) 
edition printed at Boflon, in 1730. "ITie Rev. Mr. Prince revifed and 
improved this New-England Verfion, in 1758. 

X May not this be the town well, lUll in ufe, a little fouthwefterly 
of the firft church ? 

J There are now one hundred and ninety-one Students in this ancient 
and very refpeAable feminary 5 and, for feveral preceding years, there 
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conspicuous plate in the annals of NewJ^gland, arrived 
at Bofton, together with the peopk who were to form 
his paftoral diarge. On the firft of February^ i63^» the 
firft permanent church was gathered at Newtown* Mr^ 
Sfaepard, and ^^ divers other good chriftians,'* intending to 
form a church, communicated their defign to the mafli£< 
trates, who gave their approbation. Application was 2fi> 
made to all the neighbouring churches, '^ for their ddera 
to give their alliftance at a certain day at Newtown, when 
they ihould confHtute their body." A great aflembly ao* 
cordingly convened, and the church was organized in a 
public and folemn manner.* The ordination of Mr. Shep* 
ord probably took place foon after this organization of the 
church ; but the precife time cannot now be afcertained. 
" It was ddferred," £ays Dr. Mather, " until another day, 
wherein there was more time to go through the other fo- 
lemnities proper to fucK an occafion." 

Early in the fummer of 16 ^6 j Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and about a himdred men, women, and children, compof- 
ing the whole of Mr. Hooker's church and congregation, 
left Newtown; and travelled above a hundml miles, 
through a hideous and trackleis wildemefs, to Connedicut. 
^^ They had no guide but their compais ; made their woy 
over mountains, through fwamps, thickets and rivers, 
which were not pajSable but with great difficulty. 'I'hcy 
had no cover but the heavens, nor any lodgings but thafe 
"wluch limple nature afforded them."} 
^ They 

* For the form of the organization of this churchy and the religious 
ezercifes on the occafion, &c Winthrop's Journal, 9;, 96. This was 
the eleventh chureh, gathered in Maflkchufetts^ Tlie order of .the 
churches was as follows : 

The firft church was gathered at Salem, in the year 1629 

The fecond . - - at Charleflown, - - 1631 

The third ... at Dorchefter, - - 1631 

The fourth - - - - at Bofton, - - - i6^t 

The fifth .... at Rozbury, ... i6$t 

The fizth .... at Linn, ... 1^31 

The feventh - • • - at Watertown, - « %6$t 

tlie eights (Mr. Hooker's) at Newtown, [Cambridge] 1633 

The nmth - - - - at Ipfwich, ... 1634 

The tenth • • * . at Newbury, . . - 1634 

The clevenib (Mr. Shepard's) at Newtown, [Cambridge] 1636 

t Trumbnlli I. 55. Winthrop's Joomalf loa 
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they may be received into the Cofledge of this fchoole : 
Mafter Corlet is the Mr. who hath very well approved him. 
ISdf for his abilities, dexterity and paixifulneflfe in teadung 
and education of the youths under him.**t 

This fchool, fome years after, received a liberal donation 
from Edward Hopkins, J Efquire, Governor of Connefticut, 
who died in England, in 1657. This charitable and pious 
man gave, by his laft will, the principal part of his eftate to 
his father-in-law, Theophilus Eaton, Efquire, and others, 
" in full alTurance of their truft and faithfiilnefe in difpoiing 
of it, according to" his " true intent and purpofe/' TTiis 
purpofe is declared to be, " to give fome encouragement in 
thole Foreign Plantations, for the breeding up of hopeful 
Youth in a way of learning both at the Grammar School 
and College, for the public fervice of the Country in jfii- 
ture times." Five hundred pounds of his eftate in Eng- 
land, appropriated to the college and grammar fchool in 
Cambridge, were laid out in real eftate in the town of 
Hopkinton, and now conftitute a refpeftable fund. Three 
fourths of the income of this eftate are applied, according 
to the inftruftion of the will of the donor, to the mainte* 
nance of five refident Bachelors of arts, at Harvard College, 
and the other fourth " to the Mafter of Cambridge Gram, 
mar School, in confideration of his inftruding in Grammar 
Learning; 

• t New-England's Firft Fruits. See Coll. of Hift. Soc. I. 243. Mr. 
Corlet appears to have been a man of learning, of piety, and refpeflabil- 
ity ; and it is to the honour of Cambridge, that, in the infancy of the 
town, great exertions were made for his fteady and permanent fupport 
He was mafter of the Grammar School, in this town, between 40 and 
50 years. He had the tuition of the Indian fcholars, who were deflgned 
for the College, and, " for his extraordinary paines in teaching** them, 
received compenfation from the Society for propagating the Golpel. In 
the accounts, tranfmitted from Ne«v-England to that Society, he is re- 
peatedly, and very honourably, mentioned. [See Hazard's Hift. Coll. 
II.] Dr. C. Mather (who has inferted in his Magnalia a biographical 
fketch of the Rev. Mr. Hooker, drawn by Mr. Corlet) ftyles him " that 
memorable old School-mafter in Cambridge ; from whofc education," 
he adds, " our College and Country has received fb many of its worthy 

' men, that he is himfelf worthy to have his name celebrated in oqr 
Chiych Hiftory." 

X See his chara(5^cr in Trumbull's Hift. Conned. I. 241, 
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erty was given to any man to diipute pro or con^ and none 
to be charged to be of that opinion he difputed for, unlefle 
lie fhould dedare himfelfe fb to be.— -The dearing of the 
true fenle and meaning of any place of fcripture, it was 
done by fcripture." An hiftorian, who lived at that peri- 
od, fiiys : " Foure forts of perfons I could with a good will 
have paid their paflage out, and home againe to England, 
that they might have been * prefent at this Synod, to that 
they would have reported the truth of all the paffages 
thereof to thdr own Colledges at their return." Thefe 
were " the Prelates" ; " the godly and reverend Prdbyte- 
rian party" ; '^ thofe who with their new firatagems have 
brought in fo much old error" j and " thofe who derided 
all forts of fcholarfhip."§ 

The vigilance of Mr. Shepard was bleft for the preferva- 
tion of his own church, and of the other New-England 
churches, from the Antinomian and Familiftical errors, 
which began at this time to prevail -. " And," according to 
Dr. Mather, " it was with refpeft to this vigilancy, and the 
enli^tening and powerful miniftry of Mr. Shepard, that 
when the foundation of a College was to be laid, Cambridge, 
rather than any other place, was pitched upon to be tne 
feat of that happy feminary."* 

A contemporary hiftorian dofes " the difinall yeare of 
fixteene hundred thirty-fix," with the following ftory, il- - 
luftrative, at once, of Mr. Shepard's preaching talents, and 
of the fpirit of his times. A perfon, who bad come to 
New-England, '* hoping to finde the powerful prefence of 
Chrift in the preaching of the word," was encountered, at 
Jiis firft landing, by lome of Mrs. Hutchinfon's difciples, 
who were ze^ous to profelyte him to thdr doftrine. 
Knding that " hee could not fkill in that new light, which 
was the common theame of every man's difcourfe," he be- 
tooke himfelf to a narrow Indian path, which foon led him 
** where none but fenceleffe trees and echoing rocks make 
anfwer to his heart-eafeing mone." After a perplexed and 
pathetic foliloquy, in this deep recefe, he formed a refolu- 
tion " to hear ibme one of thefe able minifters preach, 

wlion> 

§ Wonder-working Providence. 

* Magnalia, III. 87. Wonder-working Providence, i6/^ 

D 
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.1646, Hr* Eliot, having acquired %, knowledge of jthe la. 
ilian language, began to pr^adi to the Indians at Nonan- 
tssn, then lying within the limits of Cambridge. From 
<Chis time, for many years afterward, great pains were 
taken, and large fums e:q>ended, to educate Indian youth 
for the miniftry. Several were maintained, a number of 
years, at the grammar fchool, with a view to the comjdiB- 
tion of thdr education at the college in Cambridge* Suc^ 
at this early period, was the zeal of our pious anceftors for 
the chriitianization of the Indians,and fo fanguine were thdr 
hopes of rendering the Indian youth auxiliary to the deii^ 
that, in 1665, ^ hri^k edifice, 30 feet long, and 20 feet broad, 

was 

and political principles, but zealous and acftive, of inflexible integnqp, 
and exemplary piety, difinterefted and bene volenti a firm patriot^ and» 
above all, uniformly friendly to the Indians, who lamented his death 
with unfeigned forrow. He died in 1687— a poor man. But, fiich was 
the eftimation of his charafter and fervices, that a decent monument 
was ereded over his grave. It (lands on the fouth-eaft fide of the to 
rying-ground in Cambridge, and has this infcription : 

Here lyeth intered 

the body of Major Gen'. 

Daniel Gookins aged 75 yeares 

who departed this life y^ 19 of March 

1686 — 7 

Mr, Eliot's apoftolical labours among the Indians arc juftly celebrated 
m Europe and America. His Indian bible will remain a perpetoal 
monument of his patient diligence, and pious zeal. *< The whole tranf- 
lation," Dr. C. Mather fays, " he writ with but one pen.'' The firft edi- 
tion of it was publiOicd as early, at leaft, as the year f 668, and a fecond 
in 1 68 J. Bodi editions were printed at Cambridge. The title of this 
bible is : 

Mamufle 

Wunneetup^natamwe 

UP-BI3LtJM GOD 

Naneefwe 

NUKKONE TESTAMENT 

Kah Wonk 

WUBKU TESTAMENT. 

The hordes JPrayer is as follows : 
Kooihun kefukqut, quttianatamunach kooweftionk. Feyaumooutcb 
faikketaflbotam6onk nen nach ohkeit neane kefukqut. Nummeet* 
fuongafh afek^ukokifh aifamainneau yenyeu kefukok. Kah ahquoan- 
tamaiinnean nummatchefeongafh neane 'toatchenehukqueagig nutah- 
qaontam6unnonog. Ahquc fagkompagunaiinnean en qutchhuaongaint 
webe pohquohwuffinnean wutch matchttut. Newutche kutahtaunn ke- 
tafliSotamoonk, kah menohkefuonk, kah fiJifumdonk oiicheme. Amen- 
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pubKc fcbool at Newtown, about eight hundred pounds. 
Thus endowed, this fchool was exalted to a college, and 
aflumed the name of its principal Benefaftor : and Newtown^ 
in compliment to the college, and in memory of the. place 
where many of our fathers received their education, was 
now denominated Cambridge. 

In 1639, the firft printing prefs, erefted in New-Eng- 
land, was fet up at Cambridge, " by one Daye at the charge 
of Mr. Glover,'' who died on his paflage to America.* 
The firft thing which was printed was the freeman's oath ; 
the next w^ an almanack made for New-England by Mr. 
PiercCj mariner j the next was the Pfalms newly turned 
into metre.! 

The ecdeiiaftical fathers of New-England, diffatisfied 
with Stemhold and Hopkins' verfion of the Pfalms, then 
in common ufe, refolved on a new verfion. Some of the 
principal Divines in the country, among whom were Mr. 
Welde and Mr. Eliot, of Roxb^ry, and Mr. Mather of 
Dorchefter, undertook the work- Aiming, as they well 
exprefled it, to have " a plain tranflation, rather than to 
fmooth their verfes with the fweetnefs of any paraphrafe ;*' 

and 

— — , 

* " The Reverend and judicious Mr. Jof. Glover, being able both 
in peribn and eftate for the work, provided, for further compleating the 
colonies, in church and commonwealth, a printer," &c. Wonder-^orkbig 
Providence^ X. — ^Mrs. Glover (probably the relift of this gentleman) 
bought Gov. Haines' houfe and eftate, fituated at Market Place, in 
Cambridge, in 1639. 

Nothing of Daye's printing is to be found. The prefs was very early in 
the po/2emon of Mr. Samuel Greene, who was an inhabitant of Cam- 
bridge, in 1639, and who is confidered as the firft Printer in America. 
His defcendants, in eyery fucceflion to this day, have maintained the 
honour of the typographic art. The prcfent printers, of that name, 
at New-London, and New-Haven, in Connedticut, are of his pofterity. 
The firft prefs was in ufe at Cambridge, about half a century. The 
laft thing I can find, which i/Tued from it, is the fecond edition of 
Eliot's Indian Bible, in 1685. Some reliques of this prefs, 1 am in- 
formed, are ftill in ufe, in the printing office at Windfor, in Vermont* 

Mr. Samuel Hall, printer to the Hiftorical Society, printed the New- 
England Chronicle at Cambridge, from the commencement of the rev- 
olutionary war, in 1775, to the removal of the American army from 
Cambridge. A new printing prefs was fet up in this town, the pre- 
fcnt year, by Mr. William HUliard, a fon of my worthy predeccffor 
in the miniftry. 

t Wmthrop's Journal. 
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and r^;arding ^^ confdence rather than elegance, fidelity 
rather than poetry/* their verfion, it feems, was tcx) crade 
to £itisfv^ the tafte of an age, neithet highly refined, nor t^ 
markably critical. Hence, Mr, Sh^ard, of Cambridge, 
addreflea them with this monitory verfe ; 

*' Ye Roxhury poets^ keep clear of t}i$ crixn^ 

Of miffing to give us very good rhyme : 

And you of Dorchefler your verfes lengthen. 

But with the texts own words yoTi wiU them ftrengthen**' 

This Verfion was printed at Cambridge in 1640 : but re» 
quiring, as it Was judged, ^' a little more art," it was com* 
mitted to Prefident Dunfter, a^eat m^fter of the oriental 
languages, who, with fome ai©lance, revifed and re^ed 
it, smd brought it into that ftate in which the churches of 
New-Enghnd ufed it for many fubfequent ycarP»* 

In 1639, the town ordered, that fome penQiiy chofen for 
the purpofe, fhould regifter every birth, marriage, ajid bu- 
rial, and, '' according to the order of the Court, in that 
cafe provided, give it in once evrie yeare to be deKver^di 
by .the deputies to the Recorder." 

In 1641, (Dec, 13) the town chofe two men, whom they 
direfted to " take care for the making of the towne fpring, 
againft Mr. Dunfter's houfe, a fuflGicient well, with timber 
and ftone fit for the ufe of man, and wattering of cattel." J 

In 1642, according to an order of the laft General Court, 
*^ for the townfmen to fee to the educating children,'* the 
town was divided into fix parts, and a perfon appointed 
for each divifion, " to take care rf all the families" it con- 
tained. 

The firft Commencement was holden at Cambridge in 
1642, at which time nine Students took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts.§ " They were young men of good 

, hope, 

*. The Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bofton, obferved, that, wheti he was laft 
in England, in 1717* he found t}iis Verfion " was by fome eminent 
congregations there preferred to all others in their public worihip." I 
find the eighteenth edition of this Verfion printed with the Bible at 
Edinburgh, in 1741 ; and the twenty-third (I fuppofe New-England) 
edition printed at Bofton, in 1730. The Rev. Mr. Prince revifed and 
improved this New-England Verfion, in 1758. 

\ May not this be the town well, ftill in ufe, a little fouthwefterly 
of the firft church ? 

§ There are now one hundred and ninety-one Students in this ancient 
and very reipeftable feminary ; and, for feveral preceding years, there 
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htMily Add Mrfotmed their ads fo as gave good proof of 
xbar profiaency in the tongues and arts.''* Mou of the 
Aettibers of the G^eral Court were now prefent, ^^ and 
dined at the college with the fcholars ordinary commons, 
which was done of purpofe for the ftudents encourage- 
ment—and it gave good content to all."t 

In 1643, the General Court, — which had previoufly com- 
initted the government of the College to all the magiftrates, 
and the mmifters of the three neareft churches, with the 
prefident,— -pafled an ad for the well ordering and manae- 
mg of Harvard CoHege, by which all the magil&ates, and the 
teaching elders of the fix neareft towns, [Cambridge, Wa- 
tcrtown, Charleftown, Bofton,' Roxbury, and Dorchefter] 
and the prefident for the time being, were appointed to be 
forever governors of this Seminary. They met at Cam- 
bridge, for the firft time, by virtue of this Aft, on the 27th 
of December, 1643, ** confidered of the officers of the col- 
lege, and chofe a treafiirer.'*| 

How early the Grammar School was eftablifhed at Cam- 
bridge does not appear : but it feems to have been nearly 
coeval with the town, and to have been an objeft of great 
care and attention. As early as 1643, ^ writer obferves : 
** By the fidfe of the Colledge is a foire Grammar Schoole, 
for the training up of young fchollars, and fitting of them 
for Academical learning, that ftill as they are judged ripe, 

they 

-- - - — - - - - * 

have been upwards of two hundred. Since the year 1642, there have 
graduated at this College - - - - - -3674 

Of whom hare died - - 21 13 

Now living ---. ij6i 

The whole number of minifters who have graduated here, is 1 1 58 
Of which number have died - - - - - -7^7 

Now living -.•-.----371 

The obftrvations of Mr. Cakes are worthy of perpetual regard ; 
•* Think not that the Commonwealth of Learning may languifh, and yet 
our Civil and Ecclcfiaftical State be maintained in good plight and con- 
dition. The wifdom and forefight, and care for future times, of our 
firft Leaders was in nothing more confpicuous and admirable, than in 
the planting of that Nurfery : and New-England is enjoying the fweet 
fruit of it. It becomes all our faithful and worthy Patriots that tread 
in their ilcps, to water what they have planted." 

Addrefs to the General Courts in his E legion Sennon^ ^^73* 
• Wlnthrop's Journal. f Ibid. \ Ibid. 
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brid^/' in r(54$, as being ^ fofit ^d cift away/* " *H»| y 
feaW iiftwian, vi^hft compolfed his hiftbry in 1652, fatpf ct 
Cafeibriclge : <* This to^^m i^ fcompaa clofely within kktft^ 
till of late yeares forte few ftfagling houfes have beefi t)\nlt. 
The liberties of this town have b6eh inlaf ged of late to 
fength, reaching ff cm the iri6ft iibrthefly part of Cbarks 
river, to the moft fputhexly part of Metritnetk river.* k 
hath wfll ordered ftreets' aCnd comly compleated with tlte 

feure building of mrtard CoUedge. ^The people of tMs 

Church Itrid "toWne have hitfierto iisld the chirfeft fhate id 
^iritiiall bleffings, the fhiniftry of , the word by itiore thstt 
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ordinary iftftniihenf Sr : — Yet arc they at this day in i 
thfHdng cdndition in outward things, alfo both corrie drid 
Csrttdfl, neate\ and fheefpe, of which they have a good 
fibcfce. Which the Lord hath catifed to thrixre mUdi in 
thefe latter dayes than formerly." t 

The firft Iicenfe for an inn, in Cambridg^ji appears to 
ilVe beeti givdtf in iS^i^ whefl " the townfmen grziflted 
liberty to Andrew Belcher, to fell beare and bread, for eii* 
iertailiftieht of ftirangers, arid the good of the towne/' J 

Tte irihrfbitants of Cditifeidge Village had become & 
nume^us, by the year 1 656$ 2ls to fdrm a diftihft cbngte- 
^ipn for public wbrfliip ; and afi knttnal abateiiient was 
made of " the one halfe of iheir proportibh tb the minifc 
tryes allowance, dureing the time they were provided of 
ati ablij tninlfter afccording i6 \iyk:'% 

The fame jrear j the inhabitants of Cambridge cottfented 
to pa^ each his propbrtidn of a rate to the fiiiri of jf .i2od, 
*^ towards the building a bridge over Charles River.** || A 
bridge was erefted, aBbiit tlie year i 55o, aiid, for iriariy 
___^ ' ^ years, 

* Cambridge appears, in thi fitft inftancfe, to hate contftinfed merely 
a ftiflfeknt trad of land for a forti fifed town. Hence tkc earlip; tendency 
of its inhabitants to emi^i^tioh. By thid fecdtid enUrgeihisnty it ap- 
peai-8 to have included the territory cottftituting the pririclpsd part of 
the ptdfent townfhip of Billcrica^ and the ti-hole tbwnlhip of hexwgfon ; 
the foriner of which was lilcorporated May ^9; 1655; and the latter, 
March 20, ! 7 1 2. Cambridge Village was incoijioratod, by thfe name of 
Nffiuiofi, December 8, 1691. ' 

• ' XVonder-working Pi-oirldeiic^ G. XXf III, 
:: TOwri Records. 

i.'tiwn Records. Tlie flrft chbrch in Ckmbridge Village [how 
Newtdtl] was gathtrifid July 2b; 1(564, 
H Town Records. 
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Learning five boys,§ nominated by the Prefident and Fel* 
\gws of Harvard College,, and the Minifter of Cambridge 
Ar the time being, who are, by the Will, conftituted 
** Vifitors of the faid School." They make an annual vifi- 
tation, the week before the commencement, " to fee that 
fo many children are taught," and that they " give proof 
of their proficiency fai learning/* Two flullings on the 
pound, or a tenth part as much as each Bachelor recdves, 
is applied to " buy books and reward the induftry of fuch 
under-graduates, as diftinguifli themfelvcs by their applica- 
tion to their ftudies," 

In 1644, Mr. Daniel Gookin removed from Virginia, 
with his family, and fettled at Cambridge ; " being drawn 
hither by having his affection flxongly let on the truths of 
Chrift and his pure ordinances."! His arrival was very op- 
portune for the Reverend Mr. Eliot, the Indian apoftle, 
who was now preparing himfelf for his great work of 
cv2,nge]izing the Indians. Mr. Gookin, animated with an 
apoftolical zeal for the promotion of this pious defign, vig- 
oroufly co-operated with Mr. Eliot, in its execution. He 
himfelf informs us,* that Mr. EUot " was his neighbour, 
and intimate friend, at the time when he firft attempted 
this enterprize," and communicated to him his defign. In 
Mr. Eliot's evangelisdng vifits to the Indians, Mr. Gookin 
fo often accompanied him, that he is faid to have been 
"his conftant, pious and perfevering companion."! In 

1646, 

§ The Legiflature of Ma^achufetts has made fuch an addition to this 
very ufefvl fund, that fix bachelors may now refide at the Colleges and 
feven boys be inftruded at the Grammar School. 

f Wonder-working Providence. Magnal. III. 120. 

* Hift. Colle<5l. of the Indians in New-England. 

J Homer's Hift. of Newtown, in Coll. of Hift. Soc. vol. V. 253.— 
Soon after Mr. Gookin's arrival, he was appointed captain of the mil- 
itary company in Cambridge ; and a member of the houfe of deputies. 
In 1652, he was eleded amftant ; and, four years after, was appointed 
by the General Court fuperintendant of all the Indians, who had fubmit* 
ted to the government of Maflachufetts ; in which office he appears to 
have continued, with little interruption, till his death. In 1662, he was 
appointed, in conjundlion with the Rev. Mr. Mitchel, one of the licenfers 
of th« printing-prefs in Cambridge. In 168 1, he was appointed major- 
^eneru of the Colony. He is charaAerized by the writers, who men- 
tMn his nimej as a man of good underftanding, rigid in his religions 

and 
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lengthy difiniffcd them, with a ktter to their chief {adtem, 
the purport of which was, to forbid the Mohawks, for the 
iiiture, to kill any of the Indians under the prote<5tion of 
the Engliih, and to come armed into any of the Endifii 
towns. . With this letter, and a convoy of horfe to conau& 
them into the woods, dear of the Indians, their enemies, 
they were difmiiled, and were heard of no more.* 

To the moral and religious education of the childreu 
and youth in Cambridge, there appears to have been a 
regular and fyftematic attention. In 1668, fome of the 
mod: refpediable inhabitants were chofen ** for katechiieing 
the youth of this towne."t 

Mr* Mitchel died in 1668. *^ At a public meeting of the 
Church and Town," in 1669, " to confider of fupply for 
the miniftry, it was agreed, That there fhould be a houfe 
bought or built, to entertain a minifter.'*]; For this pur- 
poie, the parifh, the fame year, fold " the church's farm," 
of fix hundred acres, in Shawflun, (Billcrica) for £.2^0 
fteriinff. Four acres of land were, foon after, purchafed ; 
on which, in 1670, a houfe was erefted thirty-fix feet long, 
and thirty feet wide, " this houfe to remaine the church's, 
and to be the dwelling place of fuch a minifter and officer, 
as the Lord Ihall be pleafed to fupply us withall, during the 
time he fhall fupply that place amongft us."|| 

The Church and Society now mvited Mr. William 

Stoughton* to become their minifter ; " but they were 

' denied.'* 

* Gookin's Hift. Colka. f Church Records. % Ibid. 

K Church Records. All the minifters, fince Mr, Mitchel, have red- 
ded at the Parfonage. The front part of the prefent houfe, at the I 
Farfonage, was built in 1720. 

* The Honourable William Stoughton, Efquirc, was a preacher of 
the gofpel for feveral years. His Sermon, at the annual Eledion, has 
been ranked among the rery beft, delivered on that occaiion. His 
Epitaph (which Mr. Clap, the late venei:able town-clerk of Dorchefler, 
told me, in his cautious maimer, he believed may have been written bj 
the Rev. Mr. Mather, of Dorchefler) afcribes to him theie traits : 

Religione San^his, 

Virtute clams, 
Dodrina Celebris^ 

Ingenio Acutus, 

Impietatis ^ Vitii Hoilis acerrimos. 
Hunc Dolores laudant Theolognmt 
Huj^c Pii veneraatur AnUt^rum. With 
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vn& ereAcA at Cambridge, for an in<^n College. Sevjci:^ 
In^fi^fls entered college, of whom, however, oae§ only eycx 
ottained the academical honours^ ^' The defign,'' Jays IVir. 
'Gookin, ^ was prudent, noble, and good ; but it proved 
ineflfeQ;u.al4"*— " The awful providences of God, in mifinu 
tUQLg the hopeful expe^tions concerning the learned In- 
dian youth, who were defigned to be tor teachers unto 
Jthdr countrymen," are noticed, ^th great feniibility, by 
this hifiwian,! who, amidft all difcouragements, retained 
his zeal for the promotion of this pious deGgn, till the very 
jc)q& of his life. 

A Bill having been prieferred to .the General Court in 
1-646, for the calling of ^ Synod, for the purpofe of com- 
poGng and publiihing a platform of church-difcipline, a 
" motion** was made by the Court to the churches, to af- 
femble fu(;h a fynpd. It was, accordingly, convened at 
Cambridge that year, and protracted its feffion, by a4- 
JQUrnJnents, till 164%* Thi3 Jynod compofcd and adopted 
4ie Platform ,of Cburch-DifcipJine, called ** The Cambridge 
platform,*' which, together with the Weftminfter Confef- 
.fipn of Faith, it recommended to the General Court, and 
to the churches. The churches of New-England, in gen- 
eral, acceded to this platform for more than thirty years : 
and it was recognized and confirmed by a fynod at Bofton, 

in 1679.* 

The thriving ftate of the herds,! belonging to this town, 

together 

^ Caleb Cheefcaumuck^ (auciently written Cheefhahteaumuck j in ^665* 
X Gookin's Hi (lorical Colle^ons, chap. V. 

* Adams's Hift. of N. England. Neal's Hift. of N. England, 11. 33. 

f By an eftimatc ofthc number of perfons, and of the eftate, in Cam- 
bridge, taken by the Townfipen, [Sele^ameft] by order of the General 
Court, in 1647, it appears, that there were then in town, 

Perfons (rateable) - - - - - 135 
Houfes - - - •• * - "99 

Cows, r valued at ;^.9pr. head) - - - 208 

Oxen, (at j^.6 pr. head) 131 

Young cattle - 229 

Total head of cattle - - s^% 

Horfes, (at jT.? pnhca4) 20 

Sheep,(at^i 10 pr. head) - - - - 37 

Swine, Utjf. I pr. head) -^^ 

• Goats>7at4/«pr.bead) - .- - - - 98 



Mr, Oftkes died hx t6%h^ 3)ifc> JSFathajoiel GookiBt SpIo 
had been emplQyed by the £[xiety ^s lus affiftant, dvixiu 
the latter part .of Ms nwiifixy, was jlow .chofen lib fuco£ 
jar. He was ordained in 1682. He died iu 1692. 
' Not long after his death, the church and fociety tuoaiUr 
tnoufly invited the celebrated Dr. Incrjeafe Mather to f\\Cp 
ceed him, in tbe miniftry : but the relufilance of his peor 
pie, (among whom he had then miniftered 36 years) wirfi 
other obftades, prevented ids acceptance of the invitatioxu 

The Reverend William Brattle was, at length, chofen to 
tiiis office ; and was ordained in 1 696* During hi^ minifr 
try, a formal and public relation <A religious eKperiencos, 
8s a qualification for church fellowflup, was, by a vote of 
lie church, declared unneceflary ; the bufinefe of examine 
ation was referred to the paftor and elders ; and the ccui' 
fent of the churdi to the admii&on of a nnember was iignir 
fied by fiknce, inftead of a manual vote. 

iln 1700, the proprietors of the comHion jand iHidiifidod 
lands in 'C^inbndge gave t\h!t iliigh .way * on the^fouth ^fide 
of Charles river, from the jrlver to the road now .leading 
toRoxbury, "for the .ufe of the miniftry in this towt 
and place.' -f This ^highway lay .to the eaftward of the 
prefent one, on theAfouth fide of the river. Before the 
ereftion of the firft bridge »over Charles river, there was 
a:ferry, from the wharf at Water ibrect, in Cambridge, to 
this 'highway. 

In 1 706, the third church was erefted in Cambridge, a 
little in front of the fppt where die prefent church ftands ; 
And the iirft divine fervice was performed in it on the ijth 
of Gftober. 

:On the petition of rthefeirmers, " that they might be dif- 
mi&d from the. town, and be a.townftup.by themfelves ;" 
leave was given them, on certain conditions : and Cam- 
bridge Farms were incorporated, by the name of LeKingtan^ 
in .1712.* 

Mr. Brattle died in 1717; jWd wa^s f^o^ded . by the 
.Reverend Nathaniel Appleton, who was ordained the 
fame year. 

A form of 500 acres, lying at a remote part of Le^dng- 
ton, toward Bedford, " given in fonjMr time by the pro- 

" prktors 

t Towu Records. '''" * IbicL 
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vcdniAry by the Reverend Jonathsui Mitchd. In the in* 
tarval between Mr. Shepard's death, and Mr. Mitchells on 
|fination, the pulpit was fupplied by Preiident Duniler^ 
and Mr. Richard Lyon, who Uved at the Prefident's in the 
capacity of a private tutor to an EngUih ftudent. 

A vote of the town to repair the old church " with a 
4 fquare roofe, and covered with fhingle/' pafied Feb. i8p 
1650, was refcinded, in March ; and the committee, now 
ordered to " defift from repairing'* the old houfe, was in- 
fhru&ed to " agree with workmen for the building of a 
new houfe, about forty foot fquare, and covered as was 
formerly agreed for the other. It was alfo then voted, 
and generally agreed, that the new meeting-houfe Ihall 
ftand on the Watqh houfe hill." This is believed to be the 
hill on which ^the prefent congregational church ftands. 
The fecond church was, doubtleis, erefted about this 
time 'f for, in February, 1651, the town voted, " That the 
Townfmen fhall make Mc of the land whereon the old 
meeting houfe flood.'* 

In 1650, the General Court gave the College its firft 
charter, appointing a Corporation, confifling of the Preii- 
dient, five Fellows, and the Treafurer. This board, and 
that previoufly mentioned, now denominated the board 
of Overfeer3, conftitute the legiflature of Harvard Uni- 
verfity.* 

Cambridge appears, at this time, to have beftowed fome 
attention on navigation ; for an early hiftorian mentions 
^^ a ihip, built and fet forth by the inhabitants of Cam- 
bridge,*' 

j» * Presidents of Harvard University. 

Accefs. Exit* 

1640 Rev. Henry Dunfter, refigned - - . - 1654 

1654 Rev. Charles Chauncy, died - - • .1672 

1672 Rev. Leonard Hoar^ M. D. refigned • . - 1^7$ 

1675 ^^^* Urian Oakes, A. M. died . . • • 1681 

1682 John Rogers, A.M. died - -* - - 1684 

1685 Rev. Increafe Mather, S. T. D. refigned - - 170X 

1701 Rev. Samuel Willard, A.M. Vice-Prefident, died 1707 

1708 Hon. John Leverett, A.M. S. R. S. died - - X724 

1725 Rev. Benjamin Wadfworth, A.M. died - - X737 

1737 Rev. Edward Holyoke, A.M. died - - - 1769 

1770 Rev. Samuel Locke, S.T.D. refigned - - 1773 

1774 Rev, Samuel Langdon, S. T.D. refigned '- - 178t 

1781 Rev. Jofeph Willard, S.T.D, L.L.P. 
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bridge/' in re^^g, as being « fytt and caft ivay/* Tte 
fiihe hiftdrian, ^ho compofed his hilk)ry in 1652, Iky^ o| 
Csanbridge : *' This fawn is compaft clofely witliirf miMt^ 
fin of late yeares foftie few ftragling hbufes have beeh bu3t* 
The liberties of this town have b^h inlafged of late hi 
fengf h, reaching from tlxe vtHM northerly part of Charles 
river, to the inoft fputherly part of Merrimetk river.* It 
hath well .ordered ftreets and comly coimleated with the 

fsure building of Harvard CoUedge. -The people of thisf 

Church and Torviie have hitherto iiad the chiefeft feare in 
fpiritiiall bleffings, the miniftry of , the word by more thani 
ordinary ihftrumentsr : — Yet are they at this day in a 
thriving condition in outward things, alfo both corrie liid 
csittell, neatCj and fheepe, of which they have a good 
flbcke, Which the Lord hath caufed to thrive much in 
thefe latter dayes than formerly/' t 

The firft licenfe for ati inh, in Cambridge, appears to 
have been giveri in 1652, when ** f he towftfmen granted 
liberty to Andrew Belcher, to fell beare and bread, for en- 
totaitimettt of ftrangers, arid the good of the towne.'*| 

Tke inh^itantrf of C^rhbtidge Village had become ft 
numerous, by the year 1656^ as to form a diftinft cbngfo- 
gatipn for public wbrfliip ; and aii annual abatement was 
made of " the one halfe of their proportion tb the minifc 
tryes allowance, dureing the time they were provided of 
in ablfe hiinifter according td la\^/*S 

The fame year j ihfe inhabitants of Gslmbridge coltfehted 

to pa^ feach his proportion of a rate to the fuiri of X^.izoo, 

^'towards the building a bridge over Charles River/^(| A 

bridge was erefted, abbiit the year i56o, aiid, for iilariy 

___^_^ years, 

* .Cambridge appears, in th^ fitft itiftancfe, if> hate contftiilbd merely 
St fiiflBdent trafl of land for a fordfibd town. Hence tlic early tendeilcy 
of its inhabitants to emigi-ktibh. By thid fdcdtid enlargement, it Ap- 
pears to have included the territory cottftituting the principal part of 
the preTent townftiip of Billericaj and ttie ti'hoie tbwnftiip of Lexhigtcn ; 
the fbrhier of which was lilcorporated May ^9; 1655J and the latter, 
March 20, 1712. Cambridge Villagfe was incotporated, by thfe name of 
AWtrf^/r, December 8^, 1651. ' 

- • Wond*er-working PtoMderictf; G. XXVlII, 
:: Tbwri Records. 

S. Tbwn Records. Tht flrft chUfth in CSimbrid^e Village \r\ovf 
Ne^dii] was gathfcried jtily 2b; x(Si54, 
II Town Records, 
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yezrij wte called ^^ The Great Bridge/' N6t Icttig aftctf 
jts ere&icm, it tras ordered that it fiioakl be ^' layd in oylo 
ind k»i/'* 

Abdrtit this time, there w2Dsr \j\i^ in the town*, '^ a hoa£b 
df correftion y" which, in conjuncKon with other fads, in- 
cficattlSft the ealrly cate 6f dur anceftors to repreis idlenefi 
and vice, ^d to dncOurage induftry and economy. In 
1656, certsfiki perfons t^ere appointed by the feleclmen, 
to execute <he ' order of the General Court, for the im- 
pro^gfnent of all the families withih the limitts of this 
tcywne, ifi fjinning and cloathing.^'t The year follo\^4ng, 
James Hubbard had " liberty granted him to fell fome 
finaO tiniber on the coinrtion, for the making him a 
loome."J 

Orfchatds nrnft have beien fuccdsfiiHy cultivated, as early 
as the year 1662 ; for Mr, Mitchel was then " granted a 
tree for a dder preffe •,*' and James Hubbard *' timber for 
fencing his orchard/*// 

In September, 1665, five Mohawk Indians, *' all ftout 
and iufty young men," came, in the afternoon, into the 
hoiife of Mr, John Taylor, iti Cambridge. They were 
feen to come out of a fwamp not far from the houfe. 
Each of them had a firelock ffun, a piilol, a helved hatchet, 
a long knife hanging about his neck, and a pack, well fiir- 
liUhed with powder, and bullets, and other neceffary im- 
plement^; The family giving immediate notice to the au- 
thority of the town, a conftable, with a party of men, came 
to the houfe, and feized them without any refiftance, and, 
by authority, committed them to prifon. The Englifii 
hid heard tniich of the MohaWks, but had never feen any 
of them before. " At their being iihprifoned, and their 
being loaden with irons, they did not appear daunted or 
dejected ; but, as the manner of thofe Indians is, they fang 
night and day^ when they were awake," Within a day or 
two after, they were rettioved from Cambridge to Bofton 
prifon, and were repeatedly examined by the Court, then 
in feffion. They alleged that they came not with any in- 
tention to do the leaft harm to the Englilh, but to avenge 
themfelves of the Indians^ their enemies. The Court, at 

..:_____ , - , . ^^"fe 

* A phrafe, fuppafod td mean << {Miinted." 

+ Town Records, t-lbld,'.- \\ l\>)d. . 
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vnih, the following : *^ That fliis Town can no IbngerAa&d 
idle ^>ed:ators, but are ready, on the ihorteft notice, to joii) 
with the town oiF Bolh)n, and other towns, in any meafi 
ores that may be thought proper, to deliver ourfelves and 
pofbrity from flavery/^ 

On the great queftion, ** Whether, if Congrefs fhoulc^ 
for the fafety of the Coloniesj declare them independent of 
Great-Britain, the town would fupport them in the 
meafure :" the inhabitants of Cambridge, May 27, 1776, 
unanimoufly and folemnly engaged fuch fupport, with 
their lives aind fortunes.! 

From the commencement of hoftilities at Lexington, 
April 18, 1775, *^^ tranquillity of Cambridge was, for fev? 
end years, interrupted, by the tumult of w^r. Many of 
the inhabitants left the town, and retired into the interior 
parts of the country, The Seat of the Mufes was now oc^ 
cupied by foldiers. It was at Cambridge that General 
Wafhington fixed his firfl: encampment ; and this was the 
place of the head-quarters of the American army, till the 
evacuation of Bofton, by the Britifli troops, in 1776 
During this period the college was affembled at Concord 
■ On the capture qf General Burgoyne, in 1777, ^^9 ^^^ 
his captured troops, were located at Cambridge, under the 
fiiperintendance of General Heath, as prifoners of war. 

The prefent Gonftitution of Mailachufetts was framed at 
Cambridge, in 1779, by a Convention chofen by the feveral 
towns in the Commonwealth. It was referred to the con- 
fideration of another Convention* The inhabitants of 
Cambridge, after propofing feveral amendments, gave an 
Cfxample of a liberaJ patriotifm, eflential tq every republican 
government, which muft reft on the will of the majority. 
*' Willing to give up their own opinion in leffer matteis, 
in order to obtain a government whofe authority n^ht 
not be difputed, and which they wiihed might foon be cf- 
tabliflied ;** they inftrufted their reprefentative to the Con^ 
▼ention, " in their name and behalf, to ratify and confirm 
the propofed form, whether the amendments be made, 
or not.'^J 

In 1780, the church members on the fouth fide of 
Charles river in Cambridge prefented a petition to the 

church, 

• Town Records. f IWd. J Ibid. ~ 
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denied*'—" After fome dmc of feeking God by prayer^ 
HtLC Lord was pleafed to guide the church to make tfieir 
application to Mn Urian Oakes in Old England.^' IVfr; 
William Manning was fent as a meflenger with a letter 
from the church, and with another letter " fent by feveral 
Ma^ftrates and Minifters, to invite him to come over and 
be an oflfcer amongft them/'t Mr, Oakes accepted the 
invitation, came to America, and was induded into office^ 
in 1 67 1. In 1675, he was invited to the prefidency of 
Harvard College, and was induced into that office the 
fame year. The charge of his fiock^ however, he did not 
entirdy relinquifh till nis death. 

In I ^T^j the feledmen appointed certain perfons ** to 
have in^dion into fiaimilyes, that theare be noe by 
drinking or any mifdemenor wheareby fine is committed^ 
and peilons from theare houfes unfeafonably/'l 

At a town meeting, in 1676, called " to confider about 
ibrtifiei^ of the towne againft the Indians," it was judg- 
ed neceflary, ** that fomeming bee done for the fencing m 
the towne with a ftockade, or fume thing equivalent.*' 
Materials were^ accordingly, prepared : but king Philip** 
war being foon after ternunated, the town ordered that 
the feledSnen ihould *' improve the timber, that wa» 
brought for the fortification, for the repairing of the Great 
Bridge."* This bridge was rebuilt in 1690, at the ex- 
pence of Cambridge and Newton, with fome aid from the 
puUic trcafury, 

Tlie extent of the town, and the provident and pious at* 
tention of its inhabitants to the fupport of the miniftry, 
appear by a vote of January 8, 1682 : " That 500 acrcf 
of the remote lands, lying between Woburn, Concord, 
and our head line, fhall be laid out for the ufe and benefit 
of the miniftry of this town and place, and to remain for 
that ufe forevcr.'^§ 
Afr, 

With thde excellent qualifications^ howerer, he was never fettled in the 
miniftry. But, in civil life, he was eminently ufeful to the Commoit- 
wtalth. He was repeatedly chofen its Lieut. Governor ; and, for fome 
years, was Commander in chief. He was a generous benefactor to 
Harvard College. Stoughton Hall was ereded at his expenfe. See 
his Epitaph entire in Hift. CoUe^ions, II. 10. 

f Chinch Records. % I'own Records* 

"" Town Records. $ Ibid. 
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fion to ufe any irregular means for comparing an end 
which the conftitution has already provided f or ; as \irc 
know of no Grievances the prefent fyflem of Government 
10 inadequate to redrefe/** 

Mr. Hilliard died in 1790. He was f%.cceeded in the 
miniftry by the Compiler of this Hiftory, in 1792. . 

A " Friendly Fire Society/' confifting of twenty^cigl^t 
perfons, was formed in this town, in 1797. The objed of 
this aiTociation is, to prevent, or mitigate, the evils occa* 
fioned by fire. It annually choofes a Chairman, Treafurcr, 
Qerk, and Wardens 5 and already poffeffes a decent fund. 

The Kine-Fdx was introduced at Cambridge, this pre- 
fent year, by Profeffor Waterhoufe, who imported the 
matter from England. The firft who was inoculated for 
this diforder, in America, was Daniel Oliver Waterhoufet 
a fon of the Profeffor. 



First Church in Caubridoe. 



Succeffion of Minifters. 

Rev. Thcmas Hooker 
and 
Samuel Stone 



Thomas Shepard 
Jonathan Mitchel 
Urian Oakes 
Nathaniel Gookin 
William Brattle, F. R.S. 
Nathl. Appleton, D. D. 
Timothy HilHard 
Abiel Holmes 



Time of fettlement. 

atCamb.06t.il, 
1653 ; removed 
with their chh. to 
Hartford, 1636. 



1636 



Ir 
C 

l( 

Timecfdece&fe. \ Age. { 

61 



July 7, 1647 
July 2, 1663 



/ 



Aug, 21, 1650 

Nov. 8, 167 1 

Nov. 15, 1682 

Nov. 25, 1696 

0(ft. 9, 1717 

27, 1783 

25. 1792 



oa. 

J^. 



Aug.25,1649 j 44 

July 9, 1668 45 
July 25, 1681 j 50 

34 
5S 
9' 

44 



Aug. 7, 1692 
Feb. 15, 1717 
Feb. 99 1784 
May 9, 1790 



A Biographical Sketch of the Ministers ^Cambridge, 

Mr: hooker. 

The Reverend Thomas Hooker, the firft minifter of 
Cambridge, and the father of the colony, as well as of the 
churches, of Connefticut, was born at Marfidd, in Leicet 
terfliire, in 1586. He was educated at Emanuel College, 
Cambridge, in England, where he was afterwards promoted 
to a fellowflxip, in whidi office " he acquitted himfelf with 

fuch 

* Town Records. 
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^rkfors of th^ town fdr the ule of the miniflry in this 
town and place/' was fold in 17 19 ; and the avails (except- 
iag £^1^0 for the eredioh of a newparfonage houfe) were 
appropriated to the eftablifhment of an accumulating fund, 
for the purpofe originally defigned by the donation. It 
was Mr. Appleton's propofal, (which has been carried into 
effed) that the minifter fhould receive two thirds of the 
intereft, and that the other third Ihould be added to the 
principal, that it might be *' a growing ellate." This 
fund, by its own accumulation, and by the addition of the 
produdt of minifterial lands, fold in 1795, has become 
greatly auxiliary to the fupport of the miniftry. 

1° ^7i^9 ^hc inhabitants of the north-wefterl^ part of 
Cambnc^ were, by an ad of the Legiflature, formed into a 
diitind and feparate Precinft* On the Lord's-day, Septem- 
ber 9^ 1739^ a church was gathered in this precind, by the 
Rev. Mr. Hancock^ of Lexington : and, on the 12th of 
the fame month, the Reverend SamudL Cooke was ordain- 
ed its paftor- On this occaiion, the firft church in Cam- 
bridge voted, that £^2^ be given out of the church ftock 
to th^ fecond church in Cambridge, " to Airniih their 
communion table in a decent manner."* 

In 1734$ the town received jC-S^o from the General 
Courti toward defraying the expence of repairing the 
Great Bridge over Charles river ; and, together 'with a 
vote of thanks to the Court, voted thanks to Jacob Wen- 
dell, Efquire, and Mr. Cradock, for their kindnefs in pro- 
curing and colleding a very bountiful fubfcription for the 

fame purpofe.f 

In 1736, a committee, chofen by the church to confult 
with the paftor refpefting meafures to promote a reforma- 
tion, propofed and recommended to the church, as what 
they ** apprehended might be ferviceable for reviving re- 
ligion, and fupprefling growing diforders," that there be a 
number of wife, prudeiit, and blamelefs Chriftians chofen 
among themfelves, whofe fpecial care it fliould be, to in- 
fpea 

* Church Records. The Rev. Mr. Cooke, " in whom," as his epi- 
taph juftlj dates, <* were united the fecial fnend, the man of fcience, the 
emmeiit and faiUiful clergyman," died June 4, 1783, in the 75th year 
of his age» and 44th of his miniftry. He was fucceeded by the Rev^ 
Thaddeas Hike, who was ordained April 23» 1788. 

f Town Records. 
F 
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feeft and obferve the manners of profefling ChriiHaiis, and 
luch as were under the care and watch of the chnrclr. 
The propofal was adopted, and a committee was ap»pdbtited, 
for the purpofe expreffed in the recommendation. 'This 
committee, which was a kind of privy council to the nnn- 
ifter, though without authority, appears to have been very 
ferviceable to the interefts of religion ; and k was renewed 
annually, for the fpace of about nfty years. 

In 1756, the prefent Court Houfe in Cambridge vjras built. 

The prefent church, in the Firft Parifh in Cambridge, 
which is the fourth, built in this parifh, was raifed Novem- 
ber 17, 1756 ; and divine fervice was firft performed in k 
July 24, 1 757. The bell, now in ufe, was given to the fo- 
ciety, by Captain Andrew Belcher, in the year 1700 ; at 
which time the town gave "the little meeting-houfe bell 
to the farmers," or Lexington. The bible, for the pulpit, 
was the gift of the Honourable Jacob Wendell, Efquire, of 
Bofton, m 1740. The prefent clock was procured by fub- 
fcription in 1794. 

In 1 76 1, five or fix gentlemen, each of whofe income 
was judged to be adequate to the maintenance of a domef- 
tic chaplain, were defirous to have an epifcopal church 
built, and a miffionary fixed, at Cambridge. This year, 
accordingly, a church was erected : and the Reverend Eaft 
Apthorp took charge of it, as miffionary from the Society 
for the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts.* 

m ' ■ ■ I I.J ■ 111! ai^ 

* This church, called Chrifi Churchy was opened Oftober 15, 
MDCCLXI ; and is confidered, by connoiKTeurs in archite(5hire, as one 
of the beft conftru6led churches in New-England. Its model is faid to 
have been taken- from Italy. On its corner-flione is the following 
ins^CftiPTioN r 

DEO. ^TERNO. 
PATRI. FILIO. SPIRITVI. S. 
HANC. AEDEM. 
, SUB AVSPICIIS. ILLUSTRISS. SOCIETATIS. 

PROMOVENDO. EVANGELIC. 

IN. PARTIBUS. TRANSMARINIS* 

INSTITUTAE. 

CONSECRABANT. CANTABRIGIENSES. 

ECCLESIAE. ANGLICANAE. FILU. 

IN. 

CHRISTUNAE. FIDEI. ET. CHARITATIS. 

INCREMENTVM. 

A.D.MDCCLX. 

PROVINCIAM. PROCURANTE. 

V.CL. 

FRANCKCO. BERNARDO. Mn 
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3lie iaiiabitants of Cambridge early difco^i^ed a zealoua 
attachment to the liberties of their country. On the occa- 
&>n of the memorable Stamp Ad^ it was voted, Odober 14, 
1765, '^ as the opinion of the town. That the inhabitants 
of this Province have a legal daim to all the natural, inher- 
ent, confiitutional rights of Englilhmen, notwithfiandin] 
their diftance from Great-Britain, and that the Stamp A^ 
is an infradion upon thefe rights/' After fiating its op- 
preffive tendency, the vote proceeds : " Let this Aft but 
take place. Liberty will be no more ; Trade will languiih 
and die ; our Medium will be fent into his Majefty's ex« 
chequer \ and Poverty come upon us as an armed man. 
The Town, therefore, hereby advife and direft their reprc- 
fentatives by no means whatfoever to do any one thing that 
may aid £dd Aft in its operation ; but that, in conjuhftion 
with the friends of liberty, they ufe their utmoft endeavours 
that the fame may be repealed : and that this vote be re- 
corded in the Town Books, that the children yet unborn 
may fee the defire that their anceftors had for their free- 
dom and happineis/'* 

At a meeting of the proprietors of the common and un- 
divided lands m Cambridge, in 1769, " all the common 
lands, belonging to the proprietors, fronting the college, 
commonly called the Town Commons, not heretofore 
granted or allotted to any particular perfon, or for any 
ipecial or particular ufe," were ** granted to the town of 
Cambridge, to be ufed as a Training Held, to lie undi- 
vided, and to remain for that ufe forcver/'t 

The eleftion of counfellors for the Province of Ma£&chu- 
fetts was holden at Cambridge, in May, 1770, by order of 
Qovernor Hutchinfon ; in oppofition to the Charter, and 
to the fenfe of the whole Province. 

On the impofition of a duty on teas imported to Amer- 
ica, by the Eaft-India Company, feveral fpirited refolves of 
the town of Cambridge, November 26, 1773, were dofed 
with 

Mr. Apthorp was educated at Jefus College^ in the Univeriity of 
Caxnbridgey in England^ of which he was afterwards a Fellow. He 
proceeded A. B. in 17559 and has ilnce received the degree of D. D. 
from one of the Englifh Univerfities. Within a few years after his fettle^ 
ment at Cambridge, he went to England^ and became lettkd in Los- 
don, where he is uill living. 

*^Town Records. f Proprietors* Records. 
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^th the fbllcmng : *^ That this Town can ao longer ftand 
idle fpedators, but are ready, on the il^orteft notice, to join 
vith the town oiF Bofton, and other towns, in any mcs£ 
ures that may be thought proper, to deliver ourfdves ;md 
pofiieritv from flavery/ ♦ 

On the great queftion, ^* Whether, if Congreis fhould, 
for the fafety of the Colonies, declare them independent of 
Great-Britsun, the town would fupport them in th^ 
meafure :'* the inhabitants of Cambridge, May 27, 1776, 
unanimoufly and folemnly engaged fuch fupport, with 
their lives and fortunes.! 

From the commencement of hoftilities at Lexington, 
April 18, 1775, the tranquillity of Cambridge was, for fev* 
cral years, interrupted, by the tumult of war. Many of 
the inhabitants left the town, and retired into the interior 
parts of the country, The Seat of the Mufes was now 00 
cupied by foldiers, It was at Cambridge that General 
Wafliington fixed his firft encampment $ and this was tha ' 
place of the head-quarters of the American army, till the ' 
evacuation of Bofton, by the Britifli troops, in 1776. 
During this period the college was affembled at Concord, 
• On the capture qf General Burgoyne, in 1777, ^^5 ^^^ 
his captured troops, were located at Cambridge, under the 
fiiperintendance of General Heath, as prifoners of war. 

The prefent Gonftitution of Maflachufetts W2is framed at 
Cambridge, in 1779, by a Convention chofen by the feveral 
towns in the Commonwealth. It was referred to the con, 
fideration of another Convention, The inhabitants of 
Cambridge, after propofing feveral amendments, gave an 
example of a liberal patriotifin, eflential tq every republican 
gcrvernment, which muft reft on the will of the majority, 
** Willing to give up their own opinion in leffer matteni, 
in order to obtain a government whofe authority m^ht 
not be difputed,-andi which they wiflied might foon be c& 
tablilhed ;** they inftrufted their reprefentative to the Con^ 
▼ention, " in their name and behalf, to ratify and confirm 
the propofed form, whether the amendments be made, 
or not."t 

In 1780, the church members on the fouth fide of 

Charles river in Cambridge prefented a petition to the 

churchy 

• Town Records. f Ibid. J Ibic}. 
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ehiircby ^ Unifying their defire to be cUfinifled, and incor« 
pontfed into a diitinA church, for rajoying the fpecial or^ 
dinances of the goipel inore conveniently by themfelves/' 
The church voted a compliance with their petition ; and 
they were incorporated on the 23d of February, 1783. 
The Reverend John Fofter w^ ordained to their pafioral 
charge, November 4, 1784. 

In 1783, in confideration of the ** very advanced age, 
and growing infirmities,'* of Dr, Appleton, a day of fail:- 
iiig and prayer was obferved by the church and congrega- 
tion, ** to feek of God divine direction and aflift:mce in the 
important afiair of procuring a more fixed and fettled 
preaching and adminiilration of the word and ordinances 
among them/* A few days after, *' at the general defire 
0f the brethren of the church, as well as in compliance 
with his own inclination and earneft wifhes,** Dr. Appleton 
appointed a meeting of the brethren of the church, tor the 
purpoie of chooiing a colleague, for his afififtance in the 
mimllry. The church, accordingly, cliofe the Reverend 
Timothv Hilliard : and, » the fociety concurring in the 
choice, he was infialled the fame year. 

The aged and venerable Dr. Appleton, having, agreeably 
to his defire, lived to fee his country again bleft with peace, 
and his church ftirniihed with a worthy paftor, departed 
this life, with calmneis and refignation, early in the 
year 1784. 

In 1786, the prefent alms-houfe, in Cambridge, waspur-* 
chafed, repaired, and devoted to the ufe of the poor of the 
town. 

The condud of the town of Cambridge, in the memor- 
able Infurreftion of 1786, was highly to its honour. A 
letter was direfted to the Seledmen of Cambridge, written 
by defire of a meeting of Committees from fcveral towns 
in the county of Midolefex, " requefling their concurrence 
in a County convention to be held at Concord on the 23d 
of Auguft, in order to confult upon matters of public 
grievances, and find out means of redrefe.'^ The letter be- 
ing laid bdfore the town, a vote was pafled, " That the Sft. 
lectmen be defired to anfwer faid letter, and exprefs the at- 
tachment of this town to the prefent conflitution and ad* 
miniflration bf Government, and alfp to exprefs our aver- 
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the houfe where he lodged, to open the door for them it 
a certain hour of the night. But by the fingular provi* 
dence of God, the defign was fruflTated. Some £erioui 
c^reifions of Mr. Shef^trd being uttered in the hearing 
of this boy, he was ftruck with horror at the thought, that 
he fliould be fo wicked as to betray fo good a man ; and, 
with tears, difcovered the whole plot to his pious mafter, 
Xrho took care immediately to convey Mr. Shepard out erf 
the reach of his enemies. 

Toward the clofe of the year 1634, Mr. Shepard em. 
I^atked at Harwich ; but in a few hours the ftiip was driv- 
en back into Yarmouth road, where arofe one of the moft 
tremendous ftorms ever known. The fliip was almoft 
miraculoufly faved, but fo materially damaged that the 
propofed voyage was relinquiflied.* Mr. Shepard, after 
pending the winter at Baftwick, went, in the fpring, to 
London, where, by a removal of his lodgipgs, he 2^g2dn 
inarrowly efcaped his purfuivants. in July, lie &iled froiu 
<Jravefend, and, on the third of October, 1635, after i 
liazardous voyage, he arrived at Bofton. His friends at 
Newtown [Camtbridge] foon conduced him to that infant | \ 
^fettlement, deftined to be the field of his future labours. 

After a diligent, laborious, and fuccefeful miniftry, he 
died of the quinfy, Auguft 25, 1649, ^^^*- xliv. On his 
death-bed, he faid to the young minifters around him, 
" That their work was great, find called for great feriouf- 
inefs ;" and mentioned to them three things concerning 
himfelf : " That the ftudy of every fermon coft him tears ; 
That before he preached any Sermon he got good by it 
himfelf ; and. That he always went into the pulpit, as if 
(he were to give up his accounts to his Mailer.'^ 

He is faid to have been ^' a poore, weake, pale complec- 
tioned man." He was diftinguiflied for his humility and 
piety ; and as a preacher of evangelical truth, and an au- 
thor on experimental religion, he was one of the foremoft 

of 

* ** In the meane time the mafter, and other feamen^ znade a ftrange 
conftru£bion of the fore ftorme they met withall, fayingp their fhfp was 
l>ewitch6d ; and therefore made ufe of the common charme ignorant 
people ufe, naiiing'two red hot horfe (hoos to their maine maft." 

WoTider-^orking Providence. 
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of his day.f He was an influential patron of Icari.icgy is 
^weH as €^ religion, and u-as zealous in prumoting the in^ 
iterefts of the iniknt college, as well as thcde of the infant 
church, at Cambridge. J " By his death, not only the 
jdiurch and people at Cambridge, but alio all New-England, 
iiiftained a very great lofs. He not only preached the gol- 
pel profitably and fuccdsfnlly, but ahb lefi: behind him di- 
Ters worthy' works of fpecial ule, in reterencc uiuo the 
<:learing up the ftate of the foul toward God."' jj 

Mr. 

\ Prcfident Edwards ftyles Mr. Shepard *' that Vinous cxperiiaental 
divine ;" and, in his very judicious and elaborate *' Treatiie conccmif^ 
Keli^'ous ASe&ioiiSy* makes a greater ufe of his wnting£» pariicularlj 
of his ** Parable of the Ten Virgins," than cf any other -writings irhai- 
evcr. 

Johnfon, who wrote a few years after Mr. Shepard's dead), £cys : 
** Thonfands of fouls have cauie to bleiie God for him even at this very 
day, who are the feal of his imiufibiey» and hee a man of a thon&nd, iii- 
dued with abundance of true laving knowledge for himfeFe and 
.others."* — Later 'wtiXjcts have not overlooked Mr. Shepard 's antiquated 
znerit. Dr. Mayhew, in one of his controvcriial eflays, menticKEis him 
as a perfon of great note in h^ day, and a les^mtd man. Dr. Cbmo- 
cy, in his " Seafonable Thougnts," quotes him with great rcipef^, ftjliiig 
him, in cUfferent. parts of his work, *< the memorable," " the ctlz* 
brated," " the famous" Shepard. 

% In 1644, he wrote to tlie CommiHioneri of the United Colonies, 
reprefenting the necefllty of Rirther aiUflance for needy fcholars az 
Cambridge ; and defired them to encourage a general contribuiioa 
through the colonies. The Commiflioncrs approved tht rr.cticn, and 
recommended it to the confideratic-n of the Lrgiflarjres cf the itveral 
colonies, which adopted the reconupendation ; and an annuzl contribu- 
tion was, accordingly, made through the United Colo- Its, for i:-anj 
fubfequent years. Truffihull'j Hijl. Canned. I. 148. Hazard* j H:jl. Ca.- 
hnionsj II. 17, *-sahere Mr. Shepard* s Prcp:fAhn tz tbf Ctmmi^cntrs is 
freferved entire. 

D Morton. — ^Mr. Shepard*s monument is not now c3ifisns;uiihaUe 
among the tombs. In the burying ground in Cambridge, ^ere are 
ieveral monuments, of hard ftone, with inciilons, evidently defigned to 
«dinic a fofter ftone with an infcripiion. By ;he ravages of time, or of 
facrilegious hands, thefe inlet ftones are now removed, and the infcrip- 
tions are unhappily loft. But for this injury, ^e might, perhaps, nov 
have the melancholy pleafure of vifiting die monuments of the pious 

* Wmier-vocrkmg Provtdaue^ xnrr. Tins 'very fearee and txtduakU.baakf 
fobligjngh fvt fff/0 my bands hy tbe vaurmkU amtipuirum Jndge Crmmcb^ pf 
^nceyj ntmsirlt pmiUfikd^oitboia the OMtbvt's muae ; amd^ afterward^ erra- 
neoujlj arcrlbedtojir F. Gorges. Tbe nal author was Mr. JobttffOh offVpiwrVw 

in N. Etigland. Scc Preface of Prince's Chroo. ii. 
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Mr. Shcpard's printed works are : Thefes Sabbat tea, ^' la 
\iduch lie hath handled the morality of the fabbath, with a 
degree of reafon, reading, and religion, which is truly ex. 
traordinary," [C. Mather.] 

' A Difcourfc, in which is handled the controverfy of the 
Catholic vifible church, ** tending to dear up the old way 
of Chrift, in the churches of New-England/' 

A Letter on ** The church membenhip of children, and 
their right to baptifme." This letter was printed at Cam^ 
bridge^ 1663. 

A Letter, entitled, " New-England's Lamentation for 
Old England's errors.'* 

A Sermon, entitled, " Cautions againft fpiritual drun- 
kennels/' 

A Treatife, entitled, " Subjection to Chrift, in all his 
Ordinances and Appointments, the beft means to preferv* 
pur liberty :'* to which is fubjoined another TreatHc, 
•*^ Cpncerning inefFeftual hearinc^ of the Word." 

" The Sincere Convert," which the author called hi 
ragged child, on account of its incorre£lnefs, it havinj 
been furreptitioufly publifhed. 

" The Sound Believer," which is a difcriminating Treat- 
ife on Evangelical Converfion. 

" The Parable of the Ten Virgins," a pofthumous work, 
in folio, tranfcribed fropi his fermons, preached at his 
Lecture from June 1636 to May 1640 ; concerning whici 
the venerable divines Greenhil, Calamy, Afli, and Taylor 
obferved, " That though a vein of ferious, folid and hearty 
piety run through all this author^s works ; yet he hati 
referved the beft wine till the laft." 

** Singing of Pfalmes a Gofpel-Ordinance," which, in the 
titler.page, is faid to be " By John Cotton, Teacher of the 
Church at Bofton in New England ;" but which was real- 
ly, in fubftance, the work of Mr. Shepard. On a blank 
leaf of the copy now before me, there is the following 
memorandum, probably written by the Rev. Thomas Shep- 
ard 

and renowned Shepard and Mitchel, and of others, of revered mem- 
ory.— The flabt which covered die grave of the great Prefident Chaon- 
Cf , is broken into three pieces ; and the fragments are carefully laid 

~ aiide. A line of Horace would form an appofite infcriptlon for th: 

*-tomb of many a great and good man : 

OUitufque meorum oblivifcendus et illis. 
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evefy was fent to England, and pnblifhed in 1648, under 
the mQ)e6ion of the celebrated Dr. Thomas Goodwin, 
(z member of the Affembly Of Divines at Weftminfter, and 
u»ne time Prefident of IM^dalen College in Oxford) who 
(|iys, *'As touching this Treatife and the worthy author of 
it—to preface any thing by cotnmendation of either were 
to lay paint upon burniihed marble, or add light unto the 

Cim/' =Thcre is no infcription on Mr* Hooker's tomb- 

Qone. An hiftorian,! who, in general, is not entitled to 
[iredence, lays truly : " The tomb of IVir* Hooker is view* 
td with great rev€rence4'' 

Mr. stone. 

The Reverend Samuel Stone, Mr. Hooker's ailiftant 
in the minifbry, was educated at Emanuel College, in Cam- 
bridge. " He was eminently pious and exemplary ; 
abounded in h&insi& and prayer ; and was a moft fbrid ob- 
ferver of the chriftian labbath. — His fermons were doftrin- 
d, replete with fentimcnt, concifely and dofely applied* 
tfc was efteemed one of the moft accurate and acute diC- 
putants of his day* He was celebrated for his great wit, 
[4ea£mtry, and good humour. His company was courted 
by all gentlemen of learning and ingenuity, who had the 
bappinefs of an acquaintance with htm."* After a minif- 
try of thirty years, he died July ao, 1663. 

His Epitaph. 

New England's glory and her radient crown 

Was he who now in fofteft bed of down 

Till, glorious Rcfurredion mom appear 

Doth fafely, :ft^reetly fleep in Jefus here. 

In nature's folid art and reafonmg weU 

Tis known beyond compare he did excell 

Errors corrupt by finnewous difpute 

He did oppugne and clearly them confute. 

Above all things he Chrift above prefer'd : 

Hartford ! thy richeft Jewel's here interr'd. ^ 

Mr. 



t Peters. 

* Trumbull's Hiftory of Conneaicut, I. 326 : and New-England's 
Memorial, 179. For a more particular account of Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Stone, lee Mather's MagnalLi, III. 58 & 116. 

G 
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In 1645, at the age of twenty-one, he entered Harvard 
College. Here, he becaine religioufly impreffed, under Mr. 
Shepard's minlftryj which he fo highly eftimated as, after- 
ward, to obferve, " Unlefs it had been four years living in 
heaven, I know tiot how I could have more caufe to blefi 
God with wonder, than for thofe four years," fpent at the 
tJniverfity. He was an indefatigable ftudent, and made 
great acquirements in knowledge and virtue. His exttaor^ 
dinary learning, wifdom, gravity, and piety, occafioned an 
early application of feveral of the moft confiderable church- 
es, for his fervices in the miniftry^ The church at Hart- 
ford, in particular, fent for him with the intention erf his 
betoming fucceffor to the famous Mr. Hooker. He prdicl]'> 
ed his firft fermon at Hartford^ June 24, 1649 > ^^^> on 
the day following, was invited to a fettlement in the min- 
iftry, in that refpeftable town- Havings however, been 
previoufly importuned by Mr. Shepard, and the principal 
^members of his fociety, to return to Cambridgie, free from 
airy engagemefnt, with a view t(> a ffettlement there ; he 
declined an acceptance rf the invitation at Hartford, and 
returned to Cambridge, where he preached for the firft 
time Auguft 12, 1649. Here a providential caning was 
foon made for his induction into the miniftry.- Mr. Shep- 
ard died on the 25th of the! fame month ; and, by the 
unanimous diefire of the people of Cambridge, Mr. Miitchel 
was now invited to become his. fucceffor. He accepted the 
invitation ; and was ordained Auguft 21, 1650. 

Soon after his fettlement, he was called to a peculiar 
trial. Prefidcnt Dunfter, who had formerly been his tu- 
tor, about this time imbibed the principle of antipe^c^p- 
tiftn ; and preached fome fermons againft the adininifhrar 
tion of baptifin. to any infant whatever. Mr. Mitchd, 
young as he then was, felt it incumbent on him openly to 
x»mbat this principle ; and condu&od, in this delicate and 
difficult cafe, with fuch judgment, moderation, and meehnefs 
cf wifdom^ as would have well become, the fcqjerience and 
improvement of advanced age. . Akhough this controver- 




_. igfit-havif 

%bxis happily prevailed/' 
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XAShop reached him, even in this remote corner of the king- 
dom, and prohibited him from preaching here any more.* 
The removal of Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and others, to America had already excited many pious 
people, in various parts of England, to contemplate a fimilar 
removal. Several of Mr. Shepard*s friends, in New- 
£ngland, and others who purpofed a removal, uniting 
their folicitations, at this jun(3xire, he refolved to repair to 
this new plantation. Having, accordingly, preached his 
farewell fermori at NewcafUe, he went in difguife to 
Ipfwich, and thence to Earl's Coin ; whence, accom- 
panied by Mr. Norton, he went to Yarmouth, intending 
to embark there for New-England. Purfuivants, however, 
were employed to apprehend him. Thefe purfuivants, 
having difcovered Mr. Shepard's quarters, had, by a fum 
of money, obtained a promife, from a boy belonging to 

the 
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* The following extrad from Mr. Shepard's MS. Diary, fumi/hes 
an interefling ijpefimen o£ the barbarous treatment, which our pious 
anceftors received, under the inquifitorial domination of bifhop Laud. : 
** Dec. 16, 1630. I was injiibited from preaching in the Diocefs of 
London, by Dodor Laud, bifhop of that Diocefs. As foon as I came 
in the morning, about 8 of the clock, falling into a fit of rage he afked 
me, What degree I had taken at the Univerfity ? I anfwered him, I was a 
Matter of Arts. He afked. Of lubat College ? I anfwered. Of Eman- 
uel. He afked, Honu long I had lived in his Diocefs ? I anfwered, Three 
years and upwards. He afked. Who maintained me all this nuhile ? 
charging me to deal plainly with him, adding withal, that he had been 
more cheated and equivocated with by fome of my malignant FadiFion 
than ever was man by Jefuit. At the fpeaking of which words he 
look'd as tho' blood would have gufh'd out of his face, and did fhake 
as if he had been haunted with an Ague Fit, to my apprehenfion, by rea- 
fon of his extream malice and fecret venom. I defired him to excufe me : 
He fell then to threaten me, and withal to bitter railing, calling me all 
to naught, faying, Tou prating coxcomb ! Do you think all the Learning is 
in^pur brain f Re pronounced his fentence thus : I charge you^ that yotc 
neither Preachy Read^ Marry ^ Bury^ or exercife any Miniflerial Function in 
any part of my Dioceft ; for if you do^ and I hear of it, Pll he upon your 
iackf and /ol/onv you nuherever you gOf in any part of the kingdom^ and fo ever* 
lajiingly difenahle you, I befought him not to deal fo, in regard of a 
poor Town ; and here he flopt me in what 1 was going on to fay, A 
p§or Town I you have wade a company offeditious factious Bedlams ; and 
nvhat do you prate to me of a poor Town ? I prayed him to fuffer me to 
catechife in the Sabbath Days in the afternoon : He replied. Spare your 
breathy PU have nofuch felhm prate in my Diocefs ^ get you gone^ and no^ip 
make your complaints to whon^ you will* So away I went ; and bleffed be 
God that I may go to him." 
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of alL" The great Prefident Chauncejr, though much 
older than he, and though openly oppoied to him at the 
Synod, feid, at the very height of the controyerfy : ** I 
know no man in this world tnat I could envy fo much as 
worthy Mr. Mitchel, for the gr«it holintfs, learning, wif- 
dom, and meeknefs, and other qualities of an excdkiit 
fpirit, with which the Lord Jefus Chrift hath adorned 
him/' 

Morton, who was contemporary with Mr. Mitchel, &ys : 
*' He was a perfon that held very near communion witK 
God J eminent ih wifdom, piety, humility, love, felf-denial, 
and of a compaffionate and tender heart ;* furpafling in pub* 
lie fpiritednefe j sf mighty man in prayer, and eminent at 
ftanding in the gap ; he was zealous for order, and faithful 
in afferting the truth againft all oppugners of it.*'t 

Dr. Increafe Mather, who was perSnally and intimately 
acquainted with him, fays : " He was bleffed with admira- 
ble natural as well as acquired parts. His judement was 
folid, deep, and penetrating j his mempiy was ffrong, and 
vstftly capacious. He wrote his fermons very largely ; and 
then ufed, with enlargements, to commit all to his memo- 
ry, without once looking into his bible, after he had 
named his text ; and yet his fermons were fcriptural.'* 

As a preacher, he was diftinguilhed for " an extraordi- 
nary inyention, curious difpofition, and copious applica- 
tion." His voice was melodious^ and his delivery is faid 
to. have been " inimitable.** He fpoke with " a tranfccn- 
dent majefly and livelinefs/* and toward the clofe of his 
difcQurfes, his fervency rofe to ^' a marvellous meafure o£ 
energy 



He. was paftor of the church of Cambridge about eigh- 
teen years ; and " was moii intenfe and faithful" in nis 
work. " He went through a great part of the body of 
divinity ; made a very excellent expofition of the book of 

■ ■ '■ ■ ■ i— ^M^« ■—»——<—— —^^^— ^—11^^— —^iP^^i^ 

* Colonel Whaliey and Colonel GoiFe, two of the Judges ol king 
Charles I. on the day: of tlieir arrival in New.rEugland, July 166O1 
came to Cambridge, where tJiey rcfided till February folIo\^'ing, and 
were treiated with" the kindcft hofpttality and friend^ip hy Mr, Mitchf J, 
who admitted them to the facraraent, and to private meetings for devo- 
tion, fft^din/ya'j Htfl, of Majfachufeits^ L 215. Preftdcyf S^'iih^^T JJiJr. 
9/ Three of the Judges of Charles L 28. 

t New-England's Memorial, 201. 
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Genefis, ihd part of Esodus, and ddivered msiiy- iruitfe] 
and profitable fermons on the four firft chapters of J: hr..** 
He held, alfo, a monthly Lecture, which w^s " sburcjizijy 
frequented," by the people of the neighbouring :cut:=, {s 
well as by his own fodcty.* " His tlcz was but -hrr:. but 
the work he did was very much."— Juit 2i:er le Lii resn 
preaching on thefe words, / knz^j: ths: :::i z.:.': ttt 'tc :: 
deaib^ and unto the houfe appointed f:r ail :':£ /;-.t-:^, is Le cLn".-c 
out of the pulpit, he was feized 'with a icvtr, vi hici termi- 
nated his fife July 9, 166S, in the forty-tiird y-:r :: llj 
age, and eighteenth of his ciiniftry. 

Dr. I. ^ther lays, he ** never knew my deith '">: 
cauied fb great a mourning andlamentaiicn g=::::nZ7 : Ki 
was greatly loved and honoured throughout all the churci- 
C8, as well as in Cambridge^ and admired by tie zziii c^m- 
pietent judges of real worth." 

Very few of Ms writings were ever pucCihed- 1 cir. : :- 
tain notice of the fcDovtx-iar cnir : 

A Letter of counfel to his brother. T.Tttter. -iviU^ if rt- 
fided at the Univerlity ; 

An Election Sermon, on Nehem. ii. ir. e-tftTfi "l*e^ 
hemiah upon the wall ;" preached Mi;- 15, i-S^- ; ir.d 
printed at Cambridge ; 

A Letter concerning the lubject of EiptL'rr.*, rrlnt^d 
at Cambridge, 1675 ' 

** A Difcourfe of the Glory to which God Li:?. cillsd 
Believers by Jefus Chrilt," printed at L.r.d^n. if-irr Us 
death, with the Letter to his brother aE-sed : ir.d re- 
printed ^t Bofton, in a duodecimo vol -inc. :r; 17: :- 

Mr. OAKES. 
TTie Reverend Uriak Oasis was borr. 5:; Tr.'d^A 




through 

whqte he graduated in 1645. While ver}- you-g, and 
fmalli," he publifhed, at CasibrldgCj a fet of Ajh:r.7rrMd 
Calciilatifms^ with this appofite motto : 

Parvum parra decent, fed incfl f^ ?rada parvis. 
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Soon sSttr his. graduation, he went to England, where, 
after iaving been fome time a chaplain to an eminent pef- 
fonage, he became fettled in the miniftry at Titchficld. 
Being filenced, however, in 1662, in common with the 
nonconformift minifters throughout the nation (by Aftriv. 
Car. 2) ; lit refided a while in *the family of Colonel Nor* 
ton, a man of great merit and refpeftabUity, who, on this 
occafion, afforded him an afylum. When the violence of 
the perlecution abated, he returned to the exercife of his 
miniftry in another congregation, as colleague with Mr. 
Simmons. Such was his celebrity for learning and piety, 
for minifterial abilities and fidelity, that the church and fo- 
ciety of Cambridge, on the deceafe of Mr. Mitchel, were 
induced to invite him to their paftoral charge. They fent 
a meffenger to England, to prefent him with the invita- 
tion ; which, with the approbation of a council of minis- 
ters, he accepted. After repeated delays, occafioned by 
the ficknefs and death of his wife, apd by a fub/equent 
perfonal illnefs, he came to America, and commenced his 
miniftry at Cambridge, November 8, 1671. 

So diftinguiflied was he for his learning and abilities, 
and for his patronage of the interefts of literature, that, 
in 1675, he was invited to the prefidency of Harvard Col- 
lege, as fucceffor to Preiident Hoar. He accepted the in- 
^dtation ; and officiated as Prefident, ftill retaining the 
charge of his flock, for about fix years, when his ufeful 
life was fuddcnly brought to a clofe. He had been fubjcQ: 
to a quartan ague, which often interrupted his public fer- 
\'ices. A malignant fever now feized him, and, in a day 
or two, proved mortal. His congregation, affembling on 
a Lord's-day, when the Lord's Supper was to have been 
adminiftered, were aflFedlingly furprifed to find their re- 
fpeded and beloved paftor in the panes of death. He died 
July 25, 168 1, in the fiftieth year of his age, and tenth of 
his miniftry at Cambridge. ■ ' 

He was eminent for his knowledge and piety, and was 
a very engaging and ufeful preacher. " Confidered as a 
fcholar, he was," fays Dr. C. Mather, " a notable critic in' 
all the points of learning ; and well verfed in every point 

of 
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a.rd, of Charleftown, whofe name is on the book : *' Mn 
^EdW2xd Bulkley, paftor of the church of Chrift in Con- 
cord, told me Sept. 20^ 1674, that when he boarded at Mr. 
Cotton's houfe at the firft coming forth of this book of. 
finging of Pfalmes, Mr. Cotton told him that my fa^ 
ther Shepard had the chief hand in the compofing of 
it, and therefore Mr. Cotton faid, I am troubled that my 
brother Shepard's name is not prefixed to it.** — ^It is a 
quarto, of 72 pages, and was printed at London, in 1647. 

" The dear Sun-Shine of the Goipd upon the Indians/' 
publilhed in London 1648. 

Neal mentions a work of Mr. Shepard, entitled, " Evan- 
geliral Call," as one of his moft noted Treatiies. I find no 
notice of it elfewhere. 

" Seleft Gales refolved :'* " Firft Principles of the Gra- 
des of God, or. Sum of Chriftian Religion :** " Medita- 
tions and Spiritual Experiences,** extra^d from Mr. 
Shepard*s Private Diary. Thefe three were publifhed by 
the Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bofion, (the laft of them from the 
original MS.) in 1 747. The Selcft Cafes and Firft Prind- 
ples were publiftied together, firft at London, and then at 
Edinburgh, in 1 648 j and have, fince, palled through fcv- 
eral editions. 

Mr. MITCHEL. 

The Reverend Jonathan Mitchel was born at Jiaii^ 
fax, in Yorkfhire, in Great-Britain, in 1624. His parents 
were exemplary Chriftians, who^ by the impofitions and 
perfecutions of the Engfifh hierarchy, were conftrained to 
leek an afylum' iii New-England, in 1635 ; at which time 
they brought over their fon Jonathan, then eleven years of 
age. ■ Their firft fettlement was at Concord, in MaflTachu- 
fetts ; whence, a year after, they removed to Saybrook, in 
Connecticut ; and, not long after, to Wethersfidd. Their 
next removal was to Stamford j where Mr. Mitchell ^e 
father, died in 1645, ^^^« ^^* 

The claifical ftucties of his fon Jonathan were fufpended 
for fcveral years, after his arrival in America ; but, " on 
the earneft advice of fome that had obferved his great ca- 
padty,** they were,, at length, refumed, in 164^.^ 

* C Mather. Dr. Increafe Mather afcribes this meafOre to his 
father's ia&ic&ce. *^ A&m Mr. Mitchel was ani?«d in K^w-Eofflan^ 
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printed dt C&xhbridge, by Satiiuel Green ; and arc pi 
fet^ ill the Library of the Hiftorical Society.] 

feis epitsiph, though hot tidw diftinflly legible on h 
' fdmb-fione^ is pfeferved in Mather's Magnalia, and is ; 
follows : 

Uriani OakesiI, 

Cujiis, quod reliquum eft, 

clauditur hoc tumulo ; 

Explorati integritate, fumma morum gravitate, 

Oiphiumque meliorum Artium infigni Peritia, 

Speftatiflimi, Clariffimique omnibus modis Viri, 

Theologi, merito fuo, celeberrimi, 

Coiicionatoris vere Melliflui, 

Cantabfigienfis Ecclefiae, Dofliflirni et Orthodoxi Pafton 

In Collegio Harvardino Prsefidis Vigilantiflimi, 

Maximam Pietatis, Eruditiohis, Factmdiae Laudem 

Adepts y 
Qui repentina morte fubito correptus. 
In JESU finum efflavit animam, 
^ Julii XXV. A. D. M. DC. LXXXI. 

Memorise. 
Etatis fuae L. 
Plurima quid referamy fetis eft fi dixeris Unum, 
Hoc Didu fatis eft, Hie jacit Oakesius. 

Mr. GOOKIN. 

_ Tie Reverend Nathankl- Gookin was educated a 
Ibrvard CoUege, where he graduated in 1675. ^^ ^ 
Oak^' acceptance of the prefidency in 1679,* the churd 
pve " a Call to Mr. GbSkiii to be" helpful in the iriin2ff^ 
in drder to call him to office in time convenient/'t -Aftc 
lilr. Oakes' deceafe, the church invited him to the paftcw; 
offibeJ He aSeepted the invitation ; and' was ordained N( 
^mbei' 15, 1682. He was a Fellow of Harvard CoUeg 
Aftet" a miniftry of fcarcely ten years, he died on tl 
jLord's-day, Auguft 7, 1692,. in the thirty-fourth year c 
his age, and tenth of his miniftry. 

Ti 

* His previous eledion, in 1675, was fro tcmforel 
t Church Records. 
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fy occafioned the Prefident's removal from Cambridge ; 
yet Mr. Mitchel continued to cultivate an cftcem for him, 
and^ after his deceafe, paid a refpeAfiil tribute to his mem- 
ory, in an elegy, replete with expreflions of that noble and 
catholic fj)irit, which charafterized its author.* 

Such were his literary acquirements, and fo refpedlable 
his charafter, that, fo early as the year 1650, he was chofen 
a Tutor and a Fellow of Harvard College.f 

He was a very influential member of the Synod, which 
met at Bofton in 1662, to difcufs and fettle an interefting 
queftion concerning church-memberfliip and church-difci- 
pline, and chiefly comppfed thq Remit of that fynod. 
** The determination of the queftion at Uft,'* fays Dr. 
Mather, ** was more owing to him than to any man in the 
worl<i.** The divine Head of the church " made this 
great man, even while he was yet a young man, one of the 
greateil inftruments we ever had of explaining and main- 
taining the truths relating to the church-Jiatc or the pojierity 
ip our churches, and of the church-care which our churches 
owe to their pofterity.^J — ^He was a man of Angular acute* 
nefe, prudence, and moderation ; and was, therefore, emi- 
nently qualified to difcern the truth, in difficult and per- 
plexing cafes, and to adjuft the differences of difputants.§ 
Hence, in ecclefiaftical Councils, to which he was frequent- 
ly invited, and in weighty cafes, where the General Court 
frequently confulted the minifters, " xhcfenfe and band of 
no man was relied more upon than his, for the exaft refult 

of 

♦ The condu<fl of both parties, on this occafion, does them fmgular 
honour ; and fumifhes an .example worthy of imitation in the prefent 
age, an age which is frequently cenfuring the bigotry of the pious an- 
ceftors of New-England, in contrail with its own catholicifm. Preiident 
Dunfter " died in fuch harmony of affedtion with the good men, who 
had been the authors of his removal from Cambridge, that he, by his 
Willy ordered hk body to be carried to Cambridge for its burial, and 
bequeathed legacies to thofe voiy perfons.'^ 

Magnairoy III. 100. IV. 158. 

f Mr. Samuel Mather and Mr. Mitchel were the fir (I that were eled** 
ed Fellows in this feniinary. In the infancy of the inflitution, a Tutor 
was, ez officio, a Fellow of the college. 

% Magnalia. 

$ The celebrated Mr. Baxter faid of him, « If an {Ecumenical Conn* 
cil could be obtained, Mr. Mitchel were worthy to be its Moderator.'* 

€• Mather.. 

H 
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of alL" The great Prefident Chauncey, though much 
older than he, and though openJy oppofed to lupi at the 
Synod, faid, at the very heignt of the contro^erfy : ** I 
know no man in this world tnat I could envy fo much as 
worthy Mr. Mitchd, for the great holincfe, learning, \ii\£* 
dom, and meeknefs, and other qualities of an excdJent 
fpirit, with which the Lord Jefus Chrift hath adorned 
him/* 

Morton, who was contemporary with Mr. Mitchel, fays : 
*' He was a perfon that held very near comm\inion witlv 
God ; eminent in wildom, piety, humility, love, felf-denial, 
and of a compaffionate and tender heart ;* furpaffing in pub^ 
lie fpiritednefe ; 2f mighty man in prayer, and ejmnent at 
ftanding in the gap ; he was zealous for order, and faithful 
in afferting the truth againft all oppugners of it.*'t 

Dr. Increafe Mather, who was perfonally and intimately 
acquainted with him, fays : " He was bluffed \yith admirap- 
ble natural as well as acquired parts. His judgment :wa^ 
folid, deep, and penetrating ; his memoiy was itrong, and 
vsdjly capacious. Jie wrote his fermons very largdy ; and 
then ufed, with enlargements, to commit all to ms memo- 
ry, without once lookine into his bible, after he had 
named his text ; and yet his fermons were fcriptural.'* 

As a preacher, he was diftingui^ied for " an extraordi- 
nary inyention, curious difppfition, and copious applica- 
tion.** His voice was melodious^ and his delivery is faid 
tp. have been " inimitable.** He fpoke with " a tranfccn- 
dent majefty and livelinefs/* and toward the clofe of his 
diicouries, his fervency role to ^^ a marvcllQus meafuxe o£ 
energy." 

He. was paftoy of th^ church of Caflibrid^e about eigh- 
teen years ; and " w^ mpft intenfe and faithful** in nis 
work. " He went through a great part of the body of 
divinity ; made a very excellent expolition of the book of 
'" •■• — - - ' ^- Ger-fts, 

* Coldnel WhalJey and Colonel GoiFe, two of the Judges ot king 
Charles I. on the dajr of their arrival in Nev-England, July 1660, 
came to Cambridge, where they refided till February following, and 
were treated with' the kindeft horptt^lity and friendfliip hy Mr^. Mitchel, 
who admitted them to the facraraent, and to private meetings for devo- 
tion. Htttchinfm'^ Hifl. of Maffachufitts^ I. 215. Preftdeyf SYiU^^T HiJI. 
9/ Three cfthe judges of Charles L 2lB> 

t New-England's Memorial, 201, 
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Omdkj ind part pif Exodus, and delivered many fruitiEui 
9nd pr6$table iermoris on the four firft chapters of John." 
He held, alfo, a monthly Ledure, which was ^^ abundantly 
frequented,*' by the people of the neighbouring towns, as 
^eH as by his own fociety.* " His race was but fhort, but 
the work he did was very much/*— Juft after he had been 
preaching on thefe words, / know that thou wilt bring me to 
deaths and unto the houfe appointed for all the livings as he came 
out of the pulpit, he was feized with a fever, which termi- 
nated! ^^ "^ J^y 9> '6^8, in the forty-third year of his 
age, and eighteenth of his miniftry. 

Dr. I. leather lays, he " never knew any death that 
cauied fo'great a mourning and lamentation generally 2 He 
was greatly Ibved and honoured throughout all the church- 
es, as well as in Cambridge^ and admired by the moft com- 
petent Judges of real worth.*' 

Veiy few of hi^ writings were ever publifbed, I can ob- 
tain notice of the following only : 

A Letter of counfel to his brother, written while he re- 
fidcd at the Uniyerfity j 

An Eleftion Sermon, on Nehem. ii. i o, entitled " Ne- 
hemiah upon the wall ;" preached May 15, \66y ; and 
printed at Cambridge ; 

A Letter concerning the fubjed of Baptifme, printed 
at Cambridge, 1675 ; 

** A Difcourfe of the Glory to which God hath called 
Believers by Jefus Chrift,** printed at London, after his 
death, with the Letter to his brother affixed ; and re- 
printed ^t Bofton, in a duodecimo volume, in 1721. 

Mr. OAKES. 

The Reverend Urian Oakes was born in England 
abbiit the year 1 63 1 ; and was brought to America in his 
childhood. From this early period, he was diilinguiflied 
/pr th^ Iweetneis of his difpoiition, which characterized 
hini through life. He was educated at Harvard College,^ 
where he graduated in 1649. ^h^l^ veiy young, and 
fina]&; he publiflied, at Cambridge, a fet of Ajironomicat 
Calculations^ with this appofite motto : 

Parvum parva decent, fed ineft fua gratia parvis. 

Soon 
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Soon after Lis. graduation, he went to England, where, 
after iaving been fonie time a chaplain to an enunent pef- 
fonage, he became fettled in the miniftry at Titchfield. 
Being lilenced, however, in 1662, in common with the 
nonconformift minifters throughout the nation (by Aftxiv, 
Car. 2) ; lie refided a while in 'the family of Colonel Nor- 
ton, a man of [^rcat merit and refpeftabUity, who, on this 
occafion, afforded him an afylum. When the violence of, 
the perlecution abated, he returned to the excrdfe of his 
miniftry in another corigregation, as colleague with Mr. 
Simmons. Such w^as his celebrity for learnmg and piety, 
for minifterial abilities and fidelity, that the church and fo- 
ciety of Cambridge, on the deceafe of Mr. Mitchd, were 
induced to invite him to their paftoral charge. They fent 
a meffenger to England, to prefent him with the invita- 
tion ; which, with the approbation of a council of minif' 
ters, he accepted. After repeated delays, occafioncd by 
the ficknefe and death of his wife, apd by a fub/equent 
perfonal illnefs, he came to America, and commenced his 
miniftry at Cambridge, November 8, 1671. 

So diftinguiflied was he for his learning and abilities, 
and for his patronage of the interefts of literature, that, 
in 1675, he was invited to the prefidency of Harvard Col- 
lege, as fucceffor to Prefident Hoar. He accepted the in- 
Adtation ; and officiated as Prefident, flill retaining the 
charge of his flock, for about fix years, when his ufeftil 
life was fuddcnly brought to a clofe. He had been fubjeft 
to a quartan ague, which often interrupted his public fer- 
vices. A mahgnant fever now feized him, and, in a day 
or two, proved mortal. His congregation, aflembling on 
a Lord's-day, when the Lord's Supper was to have been 
adminiftered, w^ere aflFedingly furprifed to find their re- 
fpeded and beloved paftor in the panffs of death. He died 
July 25, 168 1, in the fiftieth year of his age, and tenth of 
his miniftry at Cambridge. 

He was eminent for his knowledge and piety, and was 
a very engaging and ufeful preacher. *' Confidered as a: 
fcholar, he was,** fays Dr. C. Mather, " a notable critic in' 
all the points of learning ; and wdl verfed in every point' 

of 
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of the Great Circle. ^^ * — ^^ He did the fervice of a Prefident, 
even as he did all other fervices, £uthfully, learnedly, iiide» 
fatigably." Dr. Incrcafe Mather, whofe charafters appear 
to be drawn with more exact difcrimination than thofe of 
his fon Cotton, fays : " An age doth feidom produce one 
fo many Ways excelling, as this Authorf was. If we con- 
fider him as a Divine^ as a Scholar^ as a Chrijiian^ it is hard 
to fay in which he did mofl: excel. I have often in my 
thoughts compared him to Samuel among the prophets of 
old ; inaimuch as he did truly ^^r God from his youths and 
was betimes improved in holy minijlraiions^ and was at laft 
called to be Head of the fons of the prophets^ in tliis New 
En^liih Ifrad, as Samud was Prefident of ihe College at 
Naioth. In many other particulars, I might enlarge upon 
the paralld, but that it is incoilvenient to extend iuch in^^ 
ftances beyond thdr proportion. 

■ l Aeu^ tua nobis 
Morie Jimul tecum folaiia rapta ! 

It may, without refle^Hon upon any, be faid, that he was 
one of the greateil lights, that ever flione in this part of 
the world, or that is ever like to arife in our horizon*' 

The only publications of Mr. Oakes, of which I find 
any account, are : 

An Artillery Election Sermon, on Rom. viii. 37, preach- 
ed June 3, 1672 J 

An £le£tion Sermon, on Deut. xxxii. 29, preached May 

7j 1673 ; 
An Elegy on the Rev. Thomas Shepard, Pallor of the 

church in Charleftown, [fon of Mr. Shepard, minifter of 

Cambridge] who died Dec. 22, 1667. [They were all 

print ed 

• Dr. C. Mather, who was educated under his prcfidency, has pre* 
fervedy in one of his pabHcations, a fpecimen of his Latin compofition, 
which is very clafiical and elegant. In his judgment, ** America ney* 
er had a greater mailer of the true, pure, Ciceronian Latin," than. 
Prefident Oakes. He appears to have had a poetical genius. An 
Elegy, of confiderable length, written by him on the Rev. Mr. Shepard, 
of Qiarleftown, riies, in my judgment, far above the poetry of his day.. 
It is of Pindaric meafure, and is plaintive, pathetic, and replete with 
imagery. 

f This paragraph is extrafted from the Preface of Dr. Increafc 
Mather to a DiSronrfe of Mr. Oakes, publiihed foon after the Ainhor'f ' 
deceafc. 
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printed at Cambridge, by Samuel Green ; and are pi 

istved in the Library of the Ififtorical Society .3 

« 

i£s epitaph, though not now diltindly legible on h 
f (>mb-fione, is preferred in Mather's Magnalia, and is : 
follows : 

Uriani OakesiI, 

Cuius, quod reliquum €&y 

dauditur hoc tumulo ; 

Explorati integritate, fumma morum gravitate, 

Oipniumque mdiorum Artiiim infigni Peritia, 

Speaatifflmi, Clariffimique omnibus modds Tin, 

Theologi, merito (uo, cdeberrimi, 

Cioncionatoris vere Melliflui, 

Cantabrigicnfis Ecdefiae, Doaiffifni et Orthodoxi Paftoriif 

In Collegio Harvardino Praefidis Vigilantiifimi, 

Masdimam Pietatis, Eruditiohis, Facundiae Laudem 

Adepti- ; 
Qui repentina morte fubito corrcptus. 
In JESV' finum efflavit animam, 
^ Julii XXV. A. D. M. DG. LXXXL 

Memoriae. 
Etatis fuae L. 
Plurima quid referam, fetis c(t fi dixeris Unum, 
Hoc Didu latis eft, Hie jacit Oakesius. 

Mr. GOOKIN. 

Th^ Reverend NATHANKt Gookin was educated 3 
Harvard G^qge, wh^fe he graduated in 1675. ^^ Mi 
Oalceid' acceptance of the prefidency in 1679,* the churc 
gavir" aXall To Mr. G(36kin to be*hctpfur in the"^miniffi^ 
in drder to call him- to office in time convenient.**! Afu 
Mr. Oakes' deceafe, the church invited him to the paftor; 
offife.* He aiSc^fed^ the invitation ; arid* wia* ordained N( 
^mbei' 15, 1682. He was a Fellow 6f harvard CoUej 
Aftelr a miniiby of fcarcely ten. years, he died on tl 
]^d's-day, Auguft 7, 1692,. in the thirty-fourth year c 
his age, and tenth of his miniftry. 

Th 

~— ^ ' • " 1 ' >. . y\ 

* His previous eledion, in 16751 was fro tempore. 
t Church Records. 
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algar, objefts : but his ap|dication of thetn was fo pertU 
ent, and his ntferande and his air were fo fc^mn, as to 
|]|>refs levity, and filence criticism. 
** Dr. Appicton was jxjflfe&d of the learning of his tinie. 
E&e fcriptures he: read in the originals. His expofition, 
'cached in courfe on the iabbath, comprehended the 
hole New' Teftamcnt, the prophecy of Ifaiah, and, I be- 
!ve, Daniel, and fonie of the minor prophets. It was. 
liefly defigned to promote praftical piety ; but on the 
ophetical parts, he difcqvered a continued attention, ex- 
cit of reading, and depth of rcfearch, which come to the 
.ate of but very few. He hot only gave the Proteftant 
infiruciibn, but that of the Romim expofitors, in order 
> poiM out the defoSfe of the latter."* He carefully 
"ailed hunfelf rf fpecial occurrences, whether profperous 

adyerfe, whether afifecdng individuals, faiiniHes, his own 
>ciety, or the community ^t ^^^ to obtain a ferious at- 
ntion to the truths and duties of relirion ; and his dif- 
oirfes, on fuch occafions, were peculiarly fokmn and im- 
eiEve. Vigilantly attentive to the itate of religion in 
s paftpral dbarge, he marked prevaillffg errors, and fins, 
\A pointed his adnwnitiohs apd cautions againft them, 
>th in public and private, with confcientious yet difcrcet 
ielity. The di&ipline of the church he maintained with 
trerital tendernefs, and paftoral authority. ' The Commit- 
e, for infpefting the manners of profeffing Chriftians, 
>pointed originally by his defire, and perpetuated for 
any years by his influence, evinces his care of the hon- 
ir and interefts of the church, of which he was the con- 
tuted overfeer. So great was the afcendency which he 
lined over his people, by his difcretion and moderation, 
r lus tondefcenfion and*'bcnevolence, by his fidelity and 
ety, that, while he lived^ they regarded his counfels as 
•acular ; and, iince his death, they mention not his name 
It with profound rega^rd and veneration! 

His praifey not confined to his own fociety, is in all the 
^urtbes cf New^England. In controverilal and difficult 
Ifefiyir'ix^ often- dppfied to for Advice, ut ecdefiaitical* 
oii'htSttupttei)±rt^ firm yet cbnciliakqryite 

as ^a^ ftUahfedVfor a cbiinfcUor j ahd iri th;^ ch^ir- : 
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fays, *' He was an able, faithful and tender Tutor, Ba 
countenanced virtue and proficiency in us, and every gooi 
difpofition he difcemed, with the moft fatherly goodnefi) 
and fearched out and punifhed vice with the authority of 
a mafter. He did his utmoft to form us to virtue and the 
fear of God, and to do well in the world ; and difmifii^ 
his pupils, when he took leave of them, with pious chargi^ 
and with tears.*' One memorable inftance of his human- 
itv, and chrifHan heroifm, while in the tutorfliip, is record- 
ed as worthy, if not of imitation, of admiration t "When 
the fmall-pox prevailed in the college, although he had not 
had that terrible diforder, inftead of a removal, he ftaid at 
his chamber, -vifited the fick fcholars, and took care that 
they (hould be fupplied with whatever was neceffary to. 
their fafctv and comfort. ^* So dear was his charge to 
him. thai The ventured his life for them, miniftering botl 
to tneir fouls and bodies ; for he was a ftdlful phyfician to 
both.** At length, he was taken ill, and retired to ik. 
bed ; but the diforder was very mild, and he was fooBi" 
happily reftored. 

He was ordained Paftor of the church in Cambrid 
November 25, 1696. On this occafion he preached 
o\\'Ti ©rdln^tion fermon, from i Cor. iii. 6 ; the Rev. Iii- 
creafe Mather ^ve the charge ; and the Rev. Samud 
Willard, the right hand of fellowfhip. On the fame occa- 
fion, the Rev. Increafe Mather preached a fermon, from 
Rev. i. 16. 

Mr. Brattle was polite and affiible, courteous and oblig- 
ing, compaffionate and charitable. His; eftate was very 
large ; and, though he diftributed it with a liberal han4|. 
" fecrct and filent*^ were his charities. His pacific fpirit, 
and his moderation, were confpicuous ; and " he feenied^ 
to have equal refj>eft to good men of all denominations.* 
He was patient of injuries, and placable ; and faid, after 
trials, he knew not.how he could have fpared.any one 6t 
them. With humility he united magnanimity ; and wai 
neither bribed by the favour, nor over-awed by the dit 
pleafure, of any man. *' He was of an auftere and morti- 
fied life" ; yet candid and tolerant toward others. He 
was a man of great learning and abilities ; and, at once, 
a philofophcr and a divine. It is no fmall evidence of his. 

attainments 
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attainments in faence, that he was deded a Fellow of the 
Rorai Society. ^^ He was a generous patron of learnins^ 
and long a father of the cdlege" in Cambridge. He 
placed neither learning, i^or religion, in unprofitable (pecu- 
lations, but in fuch foUd and fiibfiantial truth, as improves 
the mind, and is benefidal to the world. Pofibifing ftrong 
mental powers, he was '' much formed for couhfd and ad- 
vic^' ; and his judgment was often fought, and highly 
tefpefted^ 

. His manner of pleaching may be learnt from Dr. Col- 
loan^ who, comparing Mr; Brattle with Mr. Pembcrton, 
pbi^rves : " They performed the public exerdfes in the 
jboufe of God with a great deal of ibieinnity, though in a 
inanner fomewhat di&rent ; for Mx. Brattle was afl calm, 
imd ibft, and melting ; but Mr. Pemberton was all flame, 
and zeal, and earneftnels." Mr. Brattle's miniftry appears 
to have been fuccdsful ; and the churchy while under his 
paftoral care, became very greatly enlarged. Although he 
httained a greater age than eithor of his famous predece^- 
ifars, Shepard, Mitchel, and Oakes ; yet he was often in- 
terrupted in his minifterial labours, ^^ by pains and Ian- 
guiflmients," and died February 15, 17 17, in the fifty-fifth 
year of his age^ and twenty-firfl: of his miniftry. 

The baptifms of children, during his miniftry, were fev- 
cn hundred and twenty-four ; and the admiflions to the 
fdlowftiip of the church three hundred and fixty-four. 

" They that had the happihef^ to know Mr. Brattle, 
knew a very relidious gockl man, an able divine, a lajbpri- 
ijiis fedthfiil minilter, an excellent iiiolar, a ^eat bcneiFac- 
tor, a wife and prudent man, and one Ot the beft of 
friends. The promoting of Religion, Laming, Virtue 
;^d Peace, every whepe within his reach, was his very life 
a|id foul ; the great bufihefs about which he was conftant- 
ly employed, and in which he principally delighted. Like 
his great Lord and Matter he went (or fent) about doing 
good. His principles were fober, found, moderate, being 
of a catholick and pacifick fpiriib. — ^l?or \ confidefabk time 
brfore his death, he laboured under a languifhing ^iftepi- 
pcr, which he bore with great patience and refignation ; 
and died with peace and an efxtraordinary ferenity of 
mind. He was pleafed in his laft Will and Teftament to 
I bequeath 
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bequeath to Harvard College two hundred and fifty 
pounds, beiides a much greater fum in other pious and 
charitable legacies."* 

The funeral of Mr. Brattle was attended on the 20th dt 
February, a day rendered memorable by The Great Snow* 
" He was greatly honoured at his interment ;" and the 
principal magiftrates and miniftefs of Bofton and of the 
vicinity, aflembled on this occafion, were neceflarily detain- 
ed at Cambridge by the fhow for feveral days.t 

He appears to lave publiihed fcarcdy any of his writ- 
ings ; though many of them were, doubtleis^ very worthy 
of pubUcation. His grandfon, Thomas Brattle,) Efquirc^ 
favoured me vrith the perufal of fome of his Sermons, in 
manufcript,. which are written very fairly and correftiy, 
and are remarkably dear, and concife, fententious and 
dida(5lic. 

Jeremiah Dummcr, Efquire, a gentleman of refpeftabiK* 
ty, having,, while an agent in England, procured fomi 
printed fermons,- by dd^e of Mr. Flint, obferves : — *^ I 
think the modern iermons, which are preached and print' 
cd here, are very lean and dry, having Uttle divinity in the 
matter, or brightnefs in the ftyle ; I am fure they are 00 
way comparable to the folid difcourfes which Mr. Brattle 
gives you every week.'* §. 
" The 

* Boftoft News-Lettcr, No. 671. 

^' Afew particulars cortceming this memorable Snow may gratify co- 
rioHtjri; The Bofton News-Lctter of February 25, 1717, has the foUowiif 
paragraphs : ** Befides feveral Snows, we had a great one on Monday 
the 1 8th current ; and on Wednefday the 20th k begun to fnow abort 
noon, and continued fnowing till Friday the 2 2d. fo that the Snow Vtti 
in fome parts of the ftreets about Six foot high/^— <^ Saturday laft wm 
a clear Sunfhine, not a cloud to be feen till towards evening. And de 
Lord's-Day, the 24th, a deiep Show." — ** The extremity of the weather 
has hindered all the three Pofts from coming in ; neither can they be 
expeded till the roads (now impa^ble with a miighty Snow upon the 
ground) are beaten^" The News-Letter, of Marcn 4, has this panh 
graph : *^ Bofton ; February ended with Saow, and March begins widi 
It, die Snow fo deep diat there is no tnrvelling." 

\ This very worthy and refpedable man departed this life, fmce this 
Hiftory was conunitted to the prefs, February '7th, 1801, aetat. li<. 
His fiither, Bngadier-General William Brattle, was the only child of the 
Rev. William Bnfttle, who lived to mature age. 

j CoU. of Hift. 9oc. jfbr 1799, P* 79* 
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Tlie only publication of Mr. Brattle, which has some to 
my knowledge, is a fyftem of Logic, entitled, '^ Compen* 
^um iiOgics fecundum Prindpia D. Renati Cartefii ple- 
rumque efformatum, et catechmic^ propofitmn.'' It was 
bng recited at Harvard College, and nolden in liigh efiima- 
Lion. An edition of it was publiihed .as late as the 
jrcar 1758, 

Mr. Brattle lies interred in a tomb, on the ip\ith-eaft fide 
of the burying yard, with this ipfcripUon ; 

Depoiitum 

GULIELMI BRATTLE 

nuper Ecdefiae Cantabrigienfis 

N. A. Paftoris Rev<u Senatiis CoUe^i 

Harvardini Sodj Primarij, 

Ejufdemque Guratoris Spe^tiJSimi, 

et R. S. S. qui obiit xv o Fcbr ? 

Anno Domini MDCCXV1I, et iEtaUs 

Suae LV. Hie requiefdt in ipe 

Beatae RefurredHonis, 

Dr. APPLETON, 

The Reverend Nathaniel Appleton was bom at Ipf- 
wich, December 9, 1693. His father was the Honourable 
yobn Appleton* ; and his mother was the ddeft daughter of 
Prefident Rogers^ He was educated at Harvard CoUege, 
where he graduated in 17 12. Om the completion of his 
education, his uncle, an opulent merchant, oflFered to fet 
him up in trade ; but he declined the offer, that he might 
purfue his theological ftudies, preparatory to the work of 
the miniftry. 

Soon after the death of Mr^ Brattle, the church in Cam- 
bridge chofe Mr. Appleton to fiicceed him in the minifhy ; 
smd he was ordained its paflor, October 9, 17 17* On this 
occafion. Dr. Increafe Mather preached a fermon from 
Ephef. iv. 12, and gave the charge ; Dr«. Cotton Mather 

gave 

* He Was one of the King's Council ; andy for more than tweoty^ 
yearst a Judge of Probate for the county of Effex 9 he was a fli«a o£ 
found judgment, and unimpeacbed inte^rxty. It was remarked^, th^ 
during the long period in wluch he was in the Ftobate Officci tbim WU 
never an appeal from his judgment. 
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after he materiaUy contributed to the nnity, the peace, 
and order of the diurches. VTiXh the wifdom of the ier- 
pent he happily united the innocence of the dove. In his 
religious principles, he was, like all his predeceflbrs in the 
miniftry, a Caivinift. Towards perfons, however, who 
were of different principles, he was candid and catholic. 
*^ Orthodoxy and Charity** were his motto,* and he hap- 
pily exemplified the union of both, in his miniftry, and in 
his life. 

His public ufefubiefi, though diminifh(d, for a £e;w d 
his laft years, by the infinfiities of age, did not entirely 
ceafe but with his life. He died February 9, 1784, in the 
ninety-firft year of his age, and fixty-feventh of his minif- 

7:— <md New-England can fiirniih few, if any, inftances 
more ufeful talents, and of more exemplary piety, uni*j 
ted with a miniftry equally long and fuccefsfiil. 

The baptifms of children, during his miniftry, were 204II 

: — of adults ------ 90| 

Admiffions to the fellpwfliip of the church - - 784 

His publications are ; 

The Wifdom of God in the Redemption of Man, 
i2mo. ^728 i . 

Difcourfes on Romans viii. 14. i2mo. 1743 ; 

8 Funeral Sermons ; 

6 Ordination Sermons ; 

2 Thankfgiving Sermons i 

2 Fafi: Sermons ; 

A Sermon, at the Artillery £le6Hon, 1733 ; 

' — at the General, Eledtion, 1 742 ; 

[ Convention of Minifters, 1 743 } 

rr^ — : ■ ■ on the difference between % ^eg2^^ and evaoi 
gdical righteoufne&, 1 749 ; 

! ■■■ ■ ,■; at the Bofton Lefhire^ 1763 ; 

— — againft prophajie Sweating, 1 765. 

■ . . 1 

* His portrait, taken hj Q^ley, repivfents htm holding a volune. 
of Dr. Watts, entitled ** Orthodoxy jpjid' Chariftj.'^ This portrah 
which iS'fi^d to be an excellent: likenefs^ is now in the pofleffio^ of Mrfc 
Appleton, reli^ of the late Nathaniel Ajppletpn, £fquire,. who was a 
verj/woiriSy ^^^ reipedlablc fon of the xhitolfter ot Cambxidge. ' It was 
refcned from the fire in Bofton, in I794» in which Dr. Appleton's MSS* 
then in the hands of his fon, werie confuaoipd^ 
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Mi^, Hilliard's Epjtaph, 

Lj Memory 

of 

Tte Rcvere^d Timothy Hix-liajid, A. M. 

Who 

■ 

For more than twelve year^, was a goipel ]VIiniAer 
Of the firil church of Chrift 

In Barnilable, 
And for more than fix years, 
. 3roke the bread of life to the Chriftian fodety 

In this place. 

Having been, in private life. 

Cheerful^ s^ble^ courteous, amiable. 

In j^is miniflerial diaracler, 

LoArudive^ ferious, folenm, fadthfiil, 

la ful^ bdief of the truths he preached to others. 

He £^ aiiLeep in J^fus, May ix, mdccxc. 

In the xi^iv^. yeao: of fais age. 

In the Chriftian hope 

Of riling ^gain 

" ♦ . To ETERNAL LIFE. 

This Tnontiinent was credled by the bereaved affeftionate flock 

MDCCXC. 

A Review of the military operations in North- 
America, FROM THE commencement OF THE FrENCH 

hostilities on the frontiers of Virginia in 1753, 
TO the surrender of Oswego, on the 14TH of 
Atjoust, 1756 ; IN A Letter* to a Nobleman. 

Jntcrfytrftd with various obfervationS) charadters, and anecdotes ; neceffary to 
- ^ye light into the conduft of American tranlaftions in gencndy apd jnore 
. €^>efiaUy into the politicsd management dr afKurs in New-Yq&k. 

My Lord, 

I ESTEEM myfelf highly honoured, when you requdtl 
of me,, a full account of the rife, .progreis, and preTent ^ 
fiate, of the military operations in North-America ; with 
i jttfl delineation of the charaAers of the principal agents 
in our political a&irs. Indeed, my Lord, you impofe a 
talk that will require a volume, rather than a letter* As 

your 

—— — ■ " ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ .,, , ■ I ' . ■ 

* This ^Aoab\t Letter it {aid to hate beea vrittea bv the Ittt Oor. Itlriiiiftftnim4te 
(ricodsy MdSa, Yf* ^xnith and Scott, lawyers. New- York, 
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of ufeful learning, as laid tbe foundation for that eminence 
in his profeffion, to which he afterward attained."* — Whcii 
he entered the delk, he was judged not only to have ''full 
views of the dodrines and precepts of Chriftianity/' but 
# to have ^' experienced their power and efficacy on his own 
heart."—" His pulpit performances, from the firft, were 
very acceptable," wherever he 'i^na providentially called to 
preach the gofpeli ' 

In 1768, he was appc^hted chaplain of Caftle William ; 
and, after officiating in that capacity a few months, he vni 
elected a tutor in Harvard Colkge. Having continued 
about two years and a half in the tiitorihip, ^' the duties d 
which he difcharged with diligencd and fidelity," he; was 
invited to fettle in the miniftry at Bamfikble ; where he 
was ordained, April 10, 1771; ^ He continued his miniC 
try in that place about twelve years, and was in high efleem 
aniong his people, both for his preaching, and for all hii 
parochial conduft ; at the Iknie time he was greatly valued 
in all that part of the; country-: Kfe loved the work of the 
miniftry, and was fidthful in the difcharge of all its duties.** 

Finding his health hiaterially injured by^ the fea air, b 
was, at length, coi^aihed to rem&te from Barnftable.! 
On the confirmation of his healthy by a change df air; 
he became capable of refumin^ the pubfic fervices of the 
miniftry ; and, after preaching aihort time at Cambrid^ 
was invited to the paftotal charge, as colkague with t 
aged and venerable Dr. Ap^ton* He accepted the invii 
tation, ahd was inibiUed/ot9x)ber 97^ 17^ i- Oh this 00 
cafion, he preached a ferhion fromXitus^ ii. 15 j the Rev- 
erend Dr. Cooper, of Bofton, gave the ckarg^e^ ; ' aiid the 
Reverend Mr. Cuihing^ of WalthMn^ gave the right hand 
of fdlpwihip. . 

Plaoed, hy. Pi^ovidencer m this con^iifiuoiis -iktion; Us 
^ , fphere 

* Prefident Willard's SQrnion> ait tble fuiKrai of Mr. Hilliard ; from 
which this charader is feledled. The Prefident was contemporary with 
I4r. Hilliard as a fttt4mt» md ^,. pm^t ffid: h^d '.*\$i\ pffiilii^ intimaef 
with hinjy for znaay years.'' ■ 1 ■- 

■j: *^ The sax in tjbis town jus aJffimihf^i^ aeighbQri^Ad €|f -.the fi| 
on each fi(}e, Iron) which it ^en^^s i^ds^faei^ ^^ frC^U^ntly a chiB 
which is iclifagreeacbley ii^ x)6€ wfriendl)r to t^dcr uerVes^'^ The R^. 
Mr. Melkn's defaription 6£ VsinifyiAe^m Ait coQeftiohs of ^e Hiftor»- 
Cl^ Society, IIL I2. 
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» Tcdu&on of Cape Breton by the people of New-England, 
( was an acquiiition fo unexpe6led and jfortunate, that Amer- 
\ ica became, on that remarkable event, a more general topic 
. irf converlation. Mr. Shirley, the governor of the Maflachu* 
fetts Bay, was the principal projeftor of that glorious en- 
: terprize : An enterprize, which reduced to the obedience 
■ of his Britannick Majefty, the Dunkirk of North-Ameri- 
'! ca. Of fuch confequence to the French, was the pofTeffion 
I of that important key to their American fettlements, that 
iks reftitution was, in reality, the purchafe of the laft gen- 
eral Peace in Europe. 

i Of all our plantation governors, my Lord, Mr. Shirley 
lis moft diftinguifhed for his Angular abilities. He was 
rbom in England, and bred up to the law, at one of the 
Inns of Court. Li that profeffion, he afterwards pradifed, 
for feveral years, in the Maffachufetts Bay : and, in 1741, 
Was advanced by his Majefty to the fupreme copimand of 
that colony. He is a gentleman of great political fagadty, 
deep penetration, and indefatigable induftry. With re* 
fped to the wifdom and equity of his adminiilration, he 
can boaft the univerfid fuflfrage of a wife, free, jealous, and 
imoral people. Though not bred to arms, he is eminently 
pofifefibd of thefe important military virtues. An extent of 
capacity to form and execute great deligns ; profound fc- 
crefy ; love of regularity and difdpline j a frugal and 
laborious manner of living ; with the art of conciliating 
tlie affedions ; a talent which Hannibal admired in Pyrr- 
hus, ;Eibove all the reft of his niartial accomplifliments. In 
the firft of thefe great qualities, Mr. Shirley is univerlally 
acknowledged to fliine : and it is, in reality, more eftima- 
ble, than aU other military endowments without it ; con- 
Gfting, to ufe the words of that difcerning hiftorian Mr, 
Rollin, ** in heaving great views ; in forming plans at a dif 
•^ tanci ; in propojing a deftgn^from which the author never de* 
•* parts ; in concerting all the meafures necejfary for itsfuccefs ; 
•* in knowing how to feize the favourable moments of occc^on^ 
^ which are rapid in their courfe^ and never return ; to make 
evenfudden and unforefeen accidents fubfervient to a plan ; in 
a word, to be upon the watch dgainji every things without be^ 
ing^ perplexed and dif concerted by any event. ^* But, whether 
it anles from his being fo £sur advanced in yesgrs, or from 

his 
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ftimrftferfaJ qualific'ations bcCathe mote and more knowtt i 
and hfereputatiori waS increafinff,*' till hJ* death. He Was 
^•frcqtiently employed in ecclefiaftical' cotfndls, alvd had 
irhich weight and influrtice iii thefn."-*— His printed fer- 
mons did him " much honour.'* — ^^ Thefe was na minify 
ter among us," faid Prefident Wilkrd, " of his ftanding, 
who, perhaps, had a faiter pfofoeft of becoming extenfivc- 
ly ufeful to the churches of Chnft in this Commonwealth." 

** He was peculiarly engaged in promoting the iiltcrefti 
of the Univerfity in this place, of which he v^zs a WatchfU 
Governor. He was conftantly feeking its utiKty and fame, 
and was an attentive arid aftive member of that btanchof 
its fegiOature to ^^'-hich he belonged ; and his judgment 
Ttras sdwayS of weight. 

" Formed by nature with a delicate fetifibility, kindnefi 
of heart and gentlenefs of manners, and endo\\'ed with i 
good underftanding, a ready mind, refpeAable acqtliit- 
ments, and a facility and pertinency in conveying his fen- 
timents upon every occafion, Bfe company was pleafing, 
and his coaverlation improving. His focial intercoun 
with his brethren in the liliniftry was always agreeable, and 
he gained their univerfal love and efteem.'* 

In his laft illnefs^ which was very Ihort, he was fupportcd 
by the Chriftian hope, which gave hiiti a; religious fupeit 
ority to the fear of death. Juft before he expired, ** & 
cxpreffed his full confidence in God, and faid that he ebi 
joyed thofe confolations, which he had endeavoured to ad« 
minifter to others. He mentioned his flock with afFeaion, 
and obferved, \tdth grateful fatisfaftion, That he had nA 
Jhunned to declare to them the whole counfel of Gody having kepi 
nothing back through fear ^ or any fin0er views. ^' He ditJ 
on the Lord's-day morning, May 9, 1790, in the forty- 
fourth year of his age. 
His publications are : 

A Sermon at a PubHc Faft ; 

— ;— i at the Ordination of the' ReV. Bezafcrf 

Howard, at Springfield j 

at the Ordination of the Rev. John An- 
drews, at Nevburyport ; 

— ^ at the Execution of White and others, at 

Cambridge ; 

> - ■ • ' at the Dudldan Lcfture. Mft 
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¥/iiic/i he this year began on the banks of the Ohio. Vir- 
ginia, appearing more immediately concerned, Mr. Dinwid- 
dle* wrote, on the 31ft of Oiflober, to the commandant of 
the French forces there, complaining of lundry late hoftili- 
ticis : and defiring to know, by what authority an armed 
orce had marched from Canada, and invaded a territory in- 
iubitably the right of his Britaiinick Majefty. Major Wafli- 
ngton, a geritlenian of whom I fliall have occafion in the 
equd to make honotirable rtietition, was the bearer of this 
ettef. He returned with an anfwer from Monf. Legardeur 
De St. Pierre, dated at the fort on Beuf River, i5t]i De- 
cember, 1753 > ^^ which the following is an cxaft tranfla- 
tion : 



<c 



AS I have the honour to command here in chiefs Mn 
^' Wajhington delivifted me the letter^ which you direded to the 
** comnuaidattt of the French troops* IJhould have been pleafed 
^^ if y^u had given him orders^ or if he himfelf imd been difpofcd^ 
^' W 'uiftt Canada and our general ; to whom^ rather than to me^ 
^^ ii properly appertains to demonjirate the reality of the King my 
** majier^s rights to lands fttuated along the Ohioy a?id to dtffuti 
^ the pretenjions of the King of Great-Britain in that re/pecf. 

' ** ifhall immediately forward your letter to Monf. Le Mar* 
** quis Du Quefne* His anfwer wilt be a law to me : and if he 
^* direili me to communieate it to youy I affure you^ Sir^ Ifhall 
*'. negleil nothing that may be necejfary to convey it to you i/uitb 
^^ exfeditioHi^ 

** jii to the requifitidn ym make (that I retire with the troops 
•' under my command) I cannot believe myfelf under any obliga^ 
^^ tion to fubmit to it. I am here^ in virtue of my generoTs or* 
*^ ders / and I beg^ Sir^ you would not doubt a moment of my 
^^^Ked refolution to conform to them^ with all the exa^itude and 
^^ Jieadineft than might be e^peSledfrom a better ^ter* 

*' / do not kno'U) thati in the courfe of this campaign^ any thing 
** has paffed that cart be ejleemed an ad of hofiility^ or contrary 
f ^ 4q the treaties fubfyling between the two Crewns ,- the ^^ntinu- 
^ ati^of v^hid) isai inttrefting andpieqfing to us^ at if tart be 
*' to the Engltfh. If it had been agreeable fo you^ Sir^ ifi thts 
*^ rSJj^^ to hav^ made a particular detail of the faSls tdbUb oc^ 
^^ cajio^-^flUr con^laiTtt^ Ifhould have had the honour of anfwer- 

^..^^ __ "'"^ 

■ * Lictitcnaht-Govcmor of Virginia. 
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your Lordfliip's defire, however, fliall always carry with 
me the force of a command, I will engage in it with the 
utmoft cheerfulnefe. Forgive me, my Lord, for faying" I 
have a ftill ftrongcr motive for compoung thefe Iheets, than 
a mere compliance with your Lord^p's requeft ; to which 
I would ever pay the profbundeft regard. When I rcfteO: 
upon your eminent ftation — ^your excdling abilities — your 
warm and aftive zeal, for the intereft and welfare of the 
Britiih colonies v I am prompted by an unfeigned defire of 
ferving my country ; and fetting before your Lordihip's 
eyes Truth, in her plain undifguifed habiliments : ! 
would ftrip Jier of all that delufive colouring, with which 
flie hath been artfully vamiflied, by letter-writers from this 
part of the yrorld ; either to fubferve fome mean, finiiler. 
party delign, or to promote the views of ibme afpipn^ and 
ambitious minds. Candour and integrity fhall therefore 
guide my pen j and amidil the variety 'with which it is my 
purpofe to prefent your Lordfhip, it Ihall be my facred 
endeavour, to the bcft of my knowledge, to attach myjGeilf 
to the flrifteft — ^the mofl impartial verity. 

The American colonies, I fpeak it with fubmiffion, my 
Lord, were too long peglefted by their mother country ; 
though loudly demanding her patronage and aiEiftanc& 
Thofe, on the continent, require her pecunar notice : They 
may be made an iiiexhauftible. magazine of wealth > and ^ 
fuflPered to fall into the hands of the French, fuch will be 
the acceffion to their already extended commerce and ma- 
rine flrqngth, that Great-Britain mull not only lof^ her 
former luftre, but, dreadful even i^ thought ! ceafe to be I 
any longer an independent power. Nay, fhould every | 
other fcheme fail, the fucceis of this will inevitably accom* 
plifh the long-projefted defiign of that a^iring nation, for 
fetting up an Univerfal Monarchy : for, if France rule the 
ocean, her refources will enable her to fubjeft all Europe 
to her defpotic fway. But it is unneceflaty to offer any 
arguments in fupport of a propofition, of which the publK 
feems to remain no longer infenfible. Happy for us, had 
thefe fentiments prevailai earfier, and been more frequentn 
ly inculcated ! 

The importance of the colonies, my Lord, was too little 
confidergd, till the commencement of the Jaft war. The 

reduftion 
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Tcduftion of Cape Breton by the people of New-England, 
Was an acquiiition fo uneroedled and rortunate, that Amer- 
ica became, on that remarkable event, a more general topic 
irf converlation. Mr. Shirlev, the governor of me Maflachu« 
fetts Bay, was the principal projeftor of that glorious cn- 
terprize : An enterorize, which reduced to the obedience 
of his Britannidt Wfejefty, the Dunkirk of North-Ameri- 
ca. Of fuch confequence to the French, was the pofTeffion 
of that important key to their American fettlements, that 
its reftitution was, in reality, the purchafe of the laft gen- 
eral Peace in Europe. 

Of all our plantation governors, my Lord, Mr. Shirley 
is moft diftinguilhed for his Angular abilities. He was 
bom in England, and bred up to the law, at one of the 
Inns of Court. In that profemon, he afterwards pradifed, 
for feveral years, in the Maffachufetts Bay : and, in 174I9 
was advanced by his Majefty to the fupreme copimand of 
that colony. He is a gentleman of great political fagadty, 
deep penetration, and inde£iti^ble induftry. With re* 
iped to the wifdom and equity of his adniiniftration, he 
] can boaft the univeriial fuflfrage of a wife, free, jealous, and 
moral people. Though not bred to arms, he is eminently 
: pofiefled of thefe important military virtues. An extent of 
capacity to form and execute great defigns } profound fe« 
crefy ; love of regularity and difdpline j a frugal and 
laborious manner of living ; with the art of conciliating 
the affeQlons ; a talent which Hannibal admired in Pyrr- 
hus, above all the reft of his inartial accomplifliments. In 
the firft of thefe great qualities, Mr. Shirley is univerlally 
acknowledged to fliine : and it is, in reality, more efHma- 
blc, than afl other military endowments without it ; con- 
iif&ig, to ufe the words of that difceriung hiftorian Mr, 
RoUin, ** in having great views ; in forming plans at a dif 
*^ tanci ; in propojing a deftgn^from which the author never de^ 
** parts ; in concerting all the meafures necejfary for itsfuccefs ; 
in knowing how to feize the favourable moments of occcifion^ 
which are rapid in their courfe^ and never return ; to make 
evenfudden and unforefeen accidents fubfervient to apian ; in 
a word^ to be upon the watch againfl every things without be^ 
^^ in^ perplexed and dif concerted by any event. ^^ But, whether 
it anles from his being fo fair advanced in years, or from 

his 
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his conftitutional difpofition and make, he has not, in my 
opinion, that activity and alertnels fo conducive to u^arlike 
expedition ; and on which the fuccels of an enterpri2x fre^ 
quently depends. This was one of the chara^^eiiiHcs of 
Braddock ; a commander, vigorous in executing, a» Mr« 
Shirley, judicious in contriving a plan— ^/Jt/ non omnia poffu- 
mus omncs — and His eaiier, my Lord, to find active lunds, 
than able heads. No man perhaps in the nation has be» 
ftowed more attention upon the ft ate of the colonies in 
general : and having their intereft finccrdy at heart, he has 
been perpetually concerting expedients, aavancive of thc{r 
profpcrity, and to check the views of an all-grafping Mon« 
arch. Upon the reduction of Louifburgh, he earnefUy re- 
commended to lus Majefiy's minifter, the demolition of 
that fortrefs, and ^n expedition againft the French fettle*' 
ments in Canada. The reafons why he fucceeded in 
neither of theie propofals, I cannot take upon me to afiign. 
His Majefty, however, iienlible of Lis fervices, gave him a re- 
giment in 1746 ; and upon the concluiion of the peace qI\ 
Aix-la-Chapelle, fent him as one of the Britifh commiffariei 
to Paris, for fettling the controverted limits between the two 
Crowns in America. Amidft ^1 the iplendors and delicacia 
of Verfailles, he forgot neither Our intereft, nor His duty. 
As a proof of his integrity and diligence, during that fruit- 
Ids embaffy, one need only perufe tliefe iudicious and labo- 
rious memorials, in fuppcwt of his Majeuy V right to Nova- 
Scotia, which were prmcipally franied by him ; and lately 
publifhed by order of the Lords of Trade, as a full exhibit of 
our title to tliat part of America. When no fatisfiuftion could, 
in this way, be obtained from the Court of France ; whicK I 
was artfully endeavouring to fpin out the ncgociation, and 
at the fame time fortifying the places in queftion, as well as 
making new acquifitions ; the Britiih commiftaries retired 
from tne French Court, and Mr. Shirley refumed his gov- 
jprnment in K[ew*England in Auguft i y^^^ 

The French, jealous of the growth of the Englilh colo- 
nies, were now meditating all pqflible arts to diftrefs them, 
and extend the limits of tneir own irontier. The marquis 
Pu Quefhe, an enterprifing genius, was at this time inveft- 
cd with the fupreme command of New France. Our 
provinces w^re quickly alarmed by the French fettiements,^ 

which 
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our camp, they fell at once to pillaging the baggage and 
proyifions ; and not content with this, they afterwards 
Act fome of the horfes and cattle, and fcalped two of the 

wounded-t 

• , Againft this conduct. Col. Wafliington remonftrated, but 
all his arguments made but little impreflion upon them. 
The Canadians delight in blood ; and in barbarity exceed, 
if pollible, the very favages themfelves. Thus the French 
remained mafters of the field ; the Indians were riveted in 
their defecHon ; his Majefty's arms unfuccefsful ; and our 
frontiers expofed, through the ill-timed parfimony of the 
provinces. The enemy, on the other hand, wiiely im* 
proved the prefent advantage, and erefted forts, to fecure 
to themfelves the quiet poffeflion of that fertile countr)\ 
JIow evident then was the neceffity of uniting the power of 
the Britifh colonies ! The expediency of a ^ plan for that 
purpofe had been before coniidered. Some nieafures feem- 
cd alfo abfolutely requifite for fupporting our Indian inter- 
cft, and preventing their total declenfion. 

Accordingly, agreeable to his Majefty^s orders, the 14th 
of June was appointed for a grand congrefs of commiila- 
Ties from the feveral provinces, to be held at Albany, as 
w^ell to treat with the Six Nations, as to concert a fcheme 
for a general union of the Britifli colonies. Meffengers 
had been difpatched to the Indian caftlesj to requeft their 
attendance ; btit they did not arrive till the latter end of 
the month ; and the Mohawks, who live but 40 miles dif- 
tant, came in laft. This occafioned various fpecula- 
tlons : fome imputed it to fear ; left the French, in their 
abfence, ihould fall upon their countries : Others to art, 
imagining that by exciting our jealoufy of their waverine 
difpoiition, at fo critical a junfture, the more liberal would 
be the prefents made them by the feveral governments. 
Not a few thought it an artifice of Mr. Johnfon*s, who ex-: 
pedting to rife into importance, from the reputation of a 

mighty. 

\ Among other infraiflions of the capitulation, the deftruftion of the 
doQoT's box ought not to be forgotten ; by which means our wounded 
were barbaroufly diftrefled. 

See Col. Innes's letter of 12 July, 1754. 

X The Indians call their villages, which arc only furrounded with 
pallifades; caftles. 
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mighty infltience over the Indians, kept them from 
pundual attendance ; being very confident of a publick re 
qucft to himfdf from the commiffionerB, to go up, anc 
haften their progrefe. There was the higheft evidence oi 
the like piece of policy at an Indian treaty, during Mr. 
Clinton's adminiftration. The Indians however at lengtli 
arrived, though fewer in number than was expeAed, oi 
had been ufual on thofe folemn occafions. Hendrick, a 
noted Mohawk fachem,^ apologized for the delay of ths* 
canton, in a fpeech to this efFeft : " There was (faid he) (A 
*' interview lafl fall^ l>etween CoL yohn/on and the Six Natiom^ 
'^ at Onondago. Our brethren of the other nations reported 
*' that his fpeech to us was concerted by the Mohawks : Wi 

therefore come Iqjffy to prevent any ground for the repetition 

offuch Jlanders^ with regard to the addrefs now to be mai 

us by your Honour.** 

The Congrefs having been opened on the 1 8th of 3\inc 
were ready to treat with the Six Nations ; and on tie 
29th, after fettling dilputes between the commiflioners cc» 
cerning rank and precedence, Mr. De Lancey, the Lieut. 
Governor of New- York, addrefied himfelf in a fpeech to tk 
Indians. — On his right hand, were Meffrs. Murray and 
Johnfon, two of the council of New- York ; next to themj 
Meflrs. Wells, Hutchinfon, Chandler, Partridge, and War 
thihgton, commiffioners from the Maflachufetts Bay j thet 
the gentlemen from New-Hampfliire, Meffrs. WiWrd, At 
kinfon, Weare, and Sherburne ; and laft on that fide, Meflh 
Hopkins and Howard, commiflioners of Rhode-Ifland. Oi 
his left were feated, Meffrs. Chambers and Smith, t^ 
other of his Majefiy's council for New- York ; then titf 
Connecticut commiflioners, Lieutenant-Governor Pitkin 
Major Woolcot, and Col. Williams ; after them, Meflh 
Penh, Peters, Norris, and Franklin, from Pennfylvania : 
and Istft of all. Col. Taiker and Maj. Barnes, from Maryland 

The treaty was condufted with great folemnity. Th 
Indians appeared well pleafed with the prefents from th 
feveral governments ; which, compared to former doiw 
tions, amounted to an immenfe value : But in their ai 

fwc 

* A fachem is a warrior, and a man of an eftablifhed reputation fc 
his wilHom and bravery, among the Indians. 
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title to the lands udaxrped by the French. Others, to avoid 
their fhare in the burden, framed the moil trifling excufes. 
New- York, however, voted ^^.5000 currency in aid of Vir- 
fi;mia ; which, con£dering her own iituation, and approach* 
ing difixeis, w^ no ungenerous contribution. 

The Virginians neverthdels proceeded in their refolu- 
tion of marching a body of troops to the proteftion of 
their frontiers : and paned an aft in February, 1754, for 
raifin^ j^. 10,000 and 306 men/ The command was given 
to Col. Wafliington, a young gentleman of great bravery 
and diflinguiihed merit. By his Majefty*s direftion, two 
of the regular independent companies of foot at New- York 
were ordered to the frontier qf that dominion. They em- 
barked for Virginia on board the Centaur man of war ; 
^ which unfortunately did not fiiil from thence till the mid- 
dle of June, and carried the money before mentioned to 
the affiftance of that colony. 

Col. Wafhington began his march, at the head of his lit- 
tle army, about the i& of May. On the 28th he had a 
0drmifh with the enemy, of whom ten were flain, and 
d.bbvt twenty made prifoners. But this publick-fpirited of- 
ficer foon experienced a reverfe of fortune^ Waiting for 
further reinforcements, he was alarmed with an account, 
that 900 French and aoo Indians were advancing from the 
Ohio ; who accordingly iii two days after* came up, and 
aja engagement immediately enfued* Our troops were but 
a handful compared to the number of the enemy, coniift- 
ijig only of about three hundred eflfeftive men. After a 
Vigorous reiifiance for three hours, in which it was faid 
near two hundred of the French and their Indian allies 
^ere flain ; Col. Wafliington, obferving the great fuperi- 
Lirity of the enemy, who now began to hem mm in on all 

quarters^ 



■< • I 



'* communicate to us, that the French have built a fort at*a place called 
** the French Creek, at a confiderable diftance from the river Ohio, 
** "which may, but does not by any evidence or information appear to 
'* us to be an invafion of any of his Majefty's colonies." 

Addrefs of the general ajfemlly to Lieut > Gov. 
De Lances y 23 Aprils 1754- 

* The third of July. . 

L IVd. vii.] 
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quarters, found himfelf under an abfolute neceffity of fub- 
mitting to the difacjrceablc terms that were offered him.f 

In this aftion we had thirty kiUed and fifty wounded. 
The French were obfcrvcd to be ailified by a confiderable 
number of Indians, who had been long in the EngMi alli- 
ance : Not a few of them were known to be Delaivares, 
Shawanefc, and of the Six Nations.* On the furrender of 

our 

- ~ - - 

f The terms of capitulation granted hy Monf, De Villier^ captain and com- 
7uander of the Infantry of hit Mojl ChrijUan Majefiy^ ^o thofe Englijh 
troops actually in Fort Necejfity^ 'which is built on the land of the king's do^ 
Minions. 

AS our intentions have never been to trouble the peace and harmony 
which reigns between the two princes in amity, but only to revenge the 
alfaflination which has been done on one of our officers, bearer of a fta- 
tion, as appears by his writing ; as alfo to hinder any eftabliihment on 
the lands in the dominions of the king my mafter ; upon thefe confider 
ations, we are willing to grant protection and favour to all the "Engliflr 
that are in the faid fort, upon the conditions hereafter mentioned. . 

Article I. We grant the Englifh commander, to retire with all hi? 
earrifon, and to return peaceably into his own country 5 and promife to 
hinder his receiving any infults from us French, and to reftrain, as muck 
as fhall be in our power, the favages that are with us. ** 

Art. IE. That the Englifh be permitted to march out, and carrfl 
every thing widi them, except the artillery, which we keep. 

Art. III. That we will allow the Englifh all the honours of war 
and that they fhall march out with drums beating, and with a fwiW 
gun ; — that we are willing to fhew that we treat them as friends. 

Art. IV. That as foon as the articles are figned by both partiei 
they ftrike the Englilh colours. 

Art. V. That to-morrow, at break of day, a detachment of thP 
French (hall make the garrifon file oiF, and take poffeffion of the forts 
And as the Ei^glifti have a few horfes or oxen, they are free to bids 
their efFedls, and come and fearch for them when they have met their 
horfes : And that they may for this end have guardians, in what man- 
ner they pleafe, upon condition that they w^ill give their word of honomi 
not to work upon any building in this place, or in any part this fide thfi 
mountains, during a year, to be accounted from this day. And as tk 
Englilh have now in their power an officer, two cadets, and mofl of the 
prisoners made in the affaffination of Sieur Defamonville, that they 
promife to fend them back to the Fort De Du Quefne, fituate on tic 
Fine River : And for the fecurity of this article, as well as this treatfi 
Me(r. Jacob Van Bracham and Robert Stobo, both captains, fhall be 
put as hoftages, till the arrival of the Canadians and French abov^ 
mentioned. We oblige ourfelves, on our fide, to give an efcort to «• 
turn in fafety thefe two officers ; a duplicate being made upon or of the 
poft of our blockade. July 3, 1754. 

* They are called Mingocs by the fouthern Inians. 
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cur camp^ they fell at once to pillaging the bag^gc and 
proyifions ; and not content with this, they afterwards 
{hot fome of the horfes and cattle, and fcalped two of the 

wounded,! 

Againft this conduct. Col. Wafliington remonftrated, but 
all his arguments made but little impreflGk)n upon them. 
The Canadians delight in blood ; and in barbarity exceed, 
if poffible, the very favages themfelves. Thus the French 
remained piafters of the field ; the Indians were riveted in 
their defecHon ; his Majefty's arms unfuccefsfiil ; and our 
frontiers expofed, through the ill-timed parfimony of the 
provinces. The enemy, on the other hand, wiidy im- 
proved the prefent advantage, and erefted forts, to fecure 
to themfelves the quiet poffeflion of that fertile country. 
How evident then was the neceffity of uniting the power of 
the Britifli colonies ! The expediency of a ^ plan for that 
purpofe had been before confidered. Some meafures feem- 
cd alfo abfolutely requifite for fupporting our Indian inter- 
eft, and preventing their total dedenfion. 

Accordingly, agreeable to his Majefty's orders, the 14th 
of June was appointed for a grand congrefs of commifla- 
ries from the feveral provinces, to be held at Albany, as 
well to treat with the Six Nations, as to concert a fcheme 
for a general union of the Britifli colonies. Meflengers 
had been difpatched to the Indian caftlesj to requeft their 
attendance ; but they did not arrive till the latter end of 
the month ; and the Mohawks, who live but 40 miles dif- 
tant, came in laft. This occafioned various fpecuhu 
tions : fome imputed it to fear ; lefl: the French, in their 
abfence, fliould fall upon their countries : Others to art, 
imagining that by exciting our jealoufy of their waverin] 
difpofition, at fo critical a juncture, the more Uberal woul< 
be the prefcnts made them by the feveral governments. 
Not a few thought it an artifice of Mr. Johnfon's, who ex-: 
pefting to rife into importance, from the reputation of a 

mighty . 

f Among other infia<5lions of the capitulation, the deftru<Elion of the 
do£lor*s box ought not to be forgotten ; by which means our wounded 
were barbaroufly diftrefled. 

See Col. Innes's letter of 12 July, 1754. 

% The Indians call their villages, which arc only furrounded with 
pallifades, caftles. 
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mighty influence over the Indians, kept them from a 
pun6hial attendance ; being very confident of a pablick re« 
qudd to hini£slf from the commiffionersy to go up, and 
haften their progrefs. There was the higheft evidence of 
the like piece of policy at an Indian treaty, durifig Mr* 
Qinton's adminiftration. The Indians however at length 
arrived, though fewer in number than was expeded, or 
had been ufual on thofe folemn occaiions. Hendrick, a 
noted Mohawk fachem,^ apolo^zed for the delay of that 
canton, in a fpeech to this eflfeft : " There was (faid he) an 
interview Iqft fall^ \>etween CoL yohnfon and the Six Nations^ 
at Onondago. Our brethren of the other nations reporieiy 
that his fpeech to us was concerted by the Mohawks .• Wi I 
therefore come lafi^ to prevent any ground for the repetkm I 
*' ^ff^^^ Jlanders^ with regard to the addrefs now to be mad$ I 
^^ us by your Honour. ^^ 

The Congrefs having been opened on the 1 8th of June, 
were ready to treat with the Six Nations ; and on tie 
29th, after fettling difputcs between the commiflioners cot- 
cerning rank and precedence, Mr. De Lancey, the Lieut 
Governor of New- York, addrefied himfelf in a fpeech to tic 
Indians. — On his right hand, were Meffrs. Murray and 
Johnfon, two of the council of New- York ; next to them, 
Mcflrs. Wells, Hutchinfon, Chandler, Partridge, and Wor- 
thington, commiffioners from the Maflachufetts Bay ; then 
the gentlemen from New-Hampflure, Meffrs. Wibird, At-' 
kinfon, Weare, and Sherburne ; and laft on that fide, Mel&s. 
Hopkins and Howard, commiffioners of Rhode-Ifland. Ob 
his left were feated, Meffrs. Chambers and Smith, two 
other of his Majefty's council for New- York ; then the 
Connefticut commiffioners, Lieutenant-Governor Pitkin, 
Major Woolcot, and Col. Williams ; after them, Meffrs. 
Penn, Peters, Norris, and Franklin, from Pennfylvania j 
and laft of all. Col. Talker and Maj. Barnes, from Maryland. 
The treaty Was conduced with great folemnity. The 
Indians appeared well pleafed with the prefents from the 
feveral governments ; which, compared to former dona^ 
tioQS, amounted to an immenfe value : But in their an- 

fwer 

* A fachem is a warrior, and a man of an eftablifhed reputation for 
his wiiiHom and bravery, among the Indians. 
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kmiaWe moral chiarafter, retired into the country ; from 
WAence he propofed to embark for Great-Britain. The 
Chief Juftice, notviHithftanding his long -declared enmity, 
and unwearied induftry to embarrafs his adminiftration, 
had now — the humility, (hall I call it ?— to difpatch a mef- 
lenger to him, with defign, if poflible, to procure an accom- 
modation, in order to fecure his favour in England, 
'when he could no longer diftrefe him in America. It were 
idifilcult to determine, whether this required a higher de- 
j^ce of affurance or fervility^ But it is no uncommon 
tthing, to behold the fame perfon feftidious and fawning, 
IRipcrcilious and fycophantic. Mr. Clinton, far from an 
implacable enemy, began to be foftened ; when his lady 
l^who, if born among the Scythians, had been the Thaleftris 
" antiquity) unravelling the fecret, fruftrated at once all 
peclations of a. compoutioh ; and gave the plenipotcntia- 
■ky {uch a volley of itiveftive againft his cbnftituent, as ren- 
jdered all future overtures entirely hopelefs. 

On the death of Sir Danvers Ofborn,t equally unexpccl- 
Mtd and deplored, Mr. De Lahcey publifhed the commiffion 
life had juft Teceixed appointing him Lieutenant-Governor. 
^e was now to aft a part entirely new, and demanding the 
feill exertion of his political dexterity. In the firft place, 
5ie had to convince the miniftry of his utmoft efforts to car- 
iy the King's inftruftions in the houfe of rep'refentatives : 
dixid in the next, in order to prcferve his popularity with 
%lie affembly, and not in the moft flagrant manner coun- 
■tcrafl: his avowed principles, he was to fatisfjr them, that 
5n reality he by n6 means expected their compliance with 
them. To execute the former part of this plan, in his 
ipeech of the 31ft of Oftobcr, 17535 to the council and 
jgeneral affembly, he fays : *' Tou ivill perceive by the ^^th 
•* artitk tf his Majejifs injlru^ions io Sir Danvers Ojborn^ 
^ C copies of which I Jhdll herevSith deliver you* J hoiu highly his 

" Majcjiy 
. t - _ 

+ This happened on the 12th of October, 1753. 

^ The 39th inftni(5licti was pnblifTicd in one of our ncw-fpapers, and 
reprinted in England. The publication df it was thought to have bceil 
intended to excite tiie popular clamour ; and it occafioned the refent- 
-SQ&nt of^ the miniftry. It is tvorth remarking, that copies of feveral 
father inftrutfions ivcre exprefsly ordered by his Majefty trt be laid be- 
fbrt the affembly ; but no fuch dircflions were given witli rcfpedl to this. 

M IFoh vii.] 
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Without an intimate knowledge of that gentleman's hi 
ry and genius, it will be impomble to comprehend his c 
duft, or trace his adions, to their genuine fource* 
. ..He is the ddeft branch of one of the firft families in l 
province. His father, a French refugee, a gentleman 
diftinguiihed rank in this city, and who here acquirer 
large fortune, fent him for his education to the Univer 
of Cambridge* He was a youth of prompt parts, \ 
made a conuderable progrefs in learning, efpecially in 
claflics, In the year 1729, he was, by Governor M( 
gomery^s recommendation, created one of his Majef 
council of New- York ; but never engaged the public 
tention, till\he time of Mr. Cofby. He became then v 
famous* With this governor he took part in moft 01 
of his meafures ; meafures extremely arbitrary, and f 
du6tive of an adminiftration odious and turbulent, Cofi 
in return for his minifterial fervices, loaded him with 
▼ours. Depoiing Chief Jultice Morris (the main obftacle 
his perilous projeds) he raifed him to the firft feat on 
bench.* But though his excellency had the difpofitior 
offices, he could by no means delegate the affeftions of 
people. Accordingly, our politician was equally honou 
and defpifed. He enjoyed the fmiles of the goverr 
which loaded him with the curfes of the people ; was 
yeffed by the former, and by the latter abhorred. Co 
leaving a fucceflbr capable of governing without a proi 
ter, the chief juftice found it neceflary to deface the mc 
cry of his former conduft, by cultivating the arts of po 
larity, Mr. Qarke, who fucceeded,t being perfeftly ma 
of our conftitution, a gentleman of experience and penei 
tion, and intimately acquainted with the temper of 
people, in a fliort time reconciled all parties ; and by refl 
ing the public tranquillity, rendered Mr. De Lancey's pi 
ding abUities utterly ufelefs. Hence he was at full leii 
to court the populace. Suddenly he became transforr 
into a patriot ; and, ftrange to relate ! without a fingle 

* Mr.# De Lancey was not educated to the law ; but having f 
fome time, after his return from England, in the ftudy of that fcic 
Gov. Montgomery appointed him fecoiid judge of the fupreme Cou: 
Judicature. 

t In March, 1736. 
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** with truth and jujike affirm^ that his Majejiy has mi in bis 
^* dominions a people morejirmly^ and that from principles .ofreal 
qffedion^ devoted to his per/on^ fa^^Hy^ ^^d government ^ than 
the inhabitants of this colony. And we are greatly at a lofs 
to difcover in what injlances the peace and tranquillity of the 
colony have been difiurbed^ or wherein order and govenu 
ment have been fubverted. If the courfe of jufiice has been 
obJiruSled^ or in any cafe perverted^ it has been by the direc* 
\ tion, or through the means^ of Mr. Clinton^ late Governor of 
this province, who fent peremptory orders to the judges, clerk j 
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** and jheriff of Duchefs Cou7ity, tojiayprocefs, andjiop the pro^ 
*' ceedings in fevered cafes of private property, depending in that 
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court ; and who did, in other counties, commifftonate judges and 
juflices of known ill characters, and extreme ignorance : One 
Jiood even prefented for perjury in the fupreme court of this 
*' province, whom he rewarded with the office ofcifftftant judge ; 
** and others were fo jhamefully ignorant and illiterate, as to be 
** tinable to write their own names. From whence we greatly 
^^ fear, that jujlice has in many cafes been partially, or very im- 
^^ duly admintjlered.^^ 

I mall not trouble your Lordfliip with a vindication of 
Mr. Clinton ; but only obferve, that the fuits commenced 
in Duchefs County were by deferters againft their cap- 
tains ;* that the Governor, who was no lawyer, affured 
the houfe, his letters to the juftices were written unadvif- 
edly^ and with precipitation ; and that if any man was 
injured, he would readily compenfate his damages. And 
as to the charge of appointing ignorant juftices, it lies with 
equal truth againft all our governors, (Mr. De Lancey 
himielf not excepted) who to influence eleftions, have gone 
into an unjuftifiable practice of intrufting blank commif- 
fions with certain favourites in the refpedive counties, im- 
powered to place and difplace civil and military officers at 
their pleafure. Thefe eledion jobbers are generally the 
court members in affembly : And decency, my Lord, 
ihould have induced them to ftifle the ridiculous aflertion, 
that Mr. Clinton rewarded a man for being perjured ; as 
well its the more pertinent invedive againft the dangerous 
ulage juft mentioned, for corrupting the houfe 'of rep]:e« 
ientatives. But to dUgrace Mr* Clinton was expedient to * 
the Lieutenant-Governor ; and hence this attack upon the 

former. Upon 

* CaptsUns of the levies niiftd for the Canada exp^tioa ia I746» 
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Upon his Honour^s advancement to the govenvment 
the prefi laboured with addrefies ; and the incenfe ofiered 
upon the occafion might have perfumed the whole temple 
of Delphos. It was not enough, that, agreeable to andent 
ufage, he vas prefented with the compliments of public 
bocues alone. It was neceffary, from the number of ad- 
dreffes, to difplay his extenfive influence, and the univerial 
joy ; thereby, if poffible, to lay the foundation of hi» 
continuance in the adminiftration. Accordingly, the very 
militia officers and fuperyifors of Queen's County (a mot- 
ley afiemblage !) were made to grOftn out their aXpiratiom 
for this aufpicious event : " Oh ! thai his gracious Majefif 
f^ would be pleafed to confirm andjix you^ for a long time^ in. 
*^ this exalted JiationJ*^: I^Iever haye I fecn an infignificant 
interjeftion more infignificantly employed. To fo extrav- 
agant a pitch, my Lord, did. this exuberant ardor arrive, 
that we at length found him cloathed with an incommu- 
nicable attribute of the Deity himfelf, even his immutable 
moral rectitude. " ^hefe things in you (fay they) are noih 
^^ properly called virtues^ as natural endowments, itot 
** will not J you qankot {{^ etherwife than you do^ With 
fuchfufiian can fome men be regaled : and \yf fuch fujiian if 
oftentimes a whole nation deluded. 

To proceed in the charader of this remarkable Ameri-f 
caii : He is a perfon of quick apprehenfion, and extenfive 
acquaintance with the law ; which he acquired with in- 
credible application, to obliterate t|ie indifferent figure he 
made, when firft deyated to the chief feat on the bench> 
to ferve the purpofes of Gpvernpr Co(by. Without the 
talents, he has aU the ambition pf a Ripperda. His thirft 
after popularity, which in him W a mere engine of ilate, 
hath almoft banifhed all public fpirit ; and the triumpba 
of power occafioned the exile of common fenfe. Appre» 
henfivc! of the diminution of hi$ own luftre, his jealoufy 
will not admit a competil:or ; but fets him at mortal odds 
>yith a rifing, independent fpirit, left it be rewarded with 
popular favour, and thence refult into popular intereft, in 
• derogation of his own fovereign infl\ience.. Hence, who- 
ever would accomplifli a patriot meafure, muft either ob- 
tain his leave ; and then he arrogates to himfelf the merit 
due to its author ; or c^^rry it by mer^ ftratagem, without 

which 
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kmiable moral chiarstfter, retired into the country ; from 
WAcnce he propofed to embark for Great-Britain. The 
Chief Juftice, notwithftanding his long -declared enmity, 
hnd unwearied induftry to embarrafs his adminiftration, 
had now — ^the humility, (hall I call it ?— to difpatch a mef- 
fenger to him, with defign, if poflible, to procure an accom- 
modation, in order to lecure his favour in England, 
"when he couM no longer diftrefe him in America. It were 
difficult to determine, whether this required a higher de- 
gree of affurance or fervilityi But it is no uncommon 
thing, to behold the fame perfon feftidious and fewning, 
fupercilious and fycophantic. Mr. Clinton, far from an 
implacable enemy, began to be foftened ; when his lady 
([who, if born among the Scythians, had been the Thaleftris 
OT antiquity) unravelling the fecret, fruftrated at once all 
bxpedations of % compofition *, and gave the plenipotentia- 
ry fuch a volley of ihveftive againft his cbnftituent, as ren- 
dered all future overtures entirely hopelefs. 

On the death of Sif Din vers Ofborn,t equally unexpeft- 
trd and deplored, Mr. De Lahcey ptiblilhed the commiffion 
he had juft Teceixed appointing him Lieuteiiajit-Governor. 
He was now to aft a part entirely new, and demanding the 
full exertion of his political dexterity. In the firft place, 
-he had to convince tne miniftry of his utmoft efforts to car- 
TV the King's inftruftions in the houife of rep'refentatives : 
iAnd in the next, in order to prcferve his popularity with 
the affembly, and not in the moft flagrant manner coun- 
tcraft his avowed princijAes, he was to fatisfjr them, that 
in reality he by n6 means expcfted their compliance with 
them. To execute the former part of this plan, in his 
^eech of the 31ft of Oftobcr, 17535 to the council and 
general affembly, \it fays : *' Tou will perceive by the 39/^ 
** artfck tf his Maje/iy^s injlru^ions to Sir Danvers Ojlorn^ 
^ C copes of which I Jhall hereivtth deliver you* J how 'highly his 

" Majcjiy 

•|* This happened on the lath of O^ober, 1753. 

^ The 39th inftni(5licti was pnhlifhcd in one of our newfpapers, and 
reprinted in England. The publication off it was thought to have bceii 
intended to excite tiie popular clamour ; and it occafioned the refent- 
ftieat oi. the miniftry. It is worth remarking, that copies of feveral 
•ther inftrutfions were exprefsly ordered 'by his Majefty tctbe laid be- 
R)W the affembly ; but no fuch dircdlions were given witli rcfpcv^t to this. 

M {Vol vii.] 
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and wannly devoted to the weal of the people, who th 
cordially refound his fame, fubmit to his control, aj 
:^;ree to adorn his triumph ? The queftion can only con 
from a novice in hiftpry, and a ftranger to mankind. ] 
the judgment of your Lordfliip, who is deeply read \ 
both, I am confident that popularity i^ no indication 
merit* With the deluded multitude the beft men are 
ten unpopular ; the moft pernicious, extolled and ad 
The people arc ever ready to be bewitched, cheated, and 
flaved, by a powerful, crafty feducer : and, what is wi 
ever ready to facrifice whoever would difabufe and reld 
them. The fame people who could, without emotion, 
hold a Sidney bleeding in defence of public liberty, c 
commit a riot in refcuing a Sacheverel for preaching fe 
tion and fubverting the nation. Your Lordfliip reme 
bers, that Maffanello, in the fhort fpace of ten days, wa 
poor filherman, a popular incendiary, a fovereign vk 
roy, ftripped of his honours, treated like a malefewS) 
knocked on the head, and thrown into a ditch, 
in fine, was more popular than the peftilent Claudius, 
eept, perhaps, the more peftilent Cataline ? It was, 
fore, well obferved by the proteftor Cromwell, that 
very men, T^ho followed him with acclamations and 
rents of flattery, would, with the fame demonftrations 
joy, accompany him to the gallows. 

Thus, my Lord, I have prefented you with a fait 
portrait of the Lieutenant-Governor of New- York, who 
to bear no fmall fhare in the public affairs, of which I " 
the honour to tranfmit your Lordfliip an account ; a 
trait, under which there had been no need of fixi 
name to direft to the original thofe, who have the 
knowledge of that gentleman's character. 

While thefe things were tranfacting at Albany, 
Pownal, brother to John Pownal, Efq. one of the fi 
taries to the Board of Trade, was upon the fpot. 
gentleman came over to America with Sir Danvers 
in quality of his private fecretary ; though it was imagi 
ed by many, he was defigned to be an affiftant to himl 
the exercife of the government. He is fomething rf 
fcholar, but a confufed reafoner ; and in his ftyle per^exd 
^nd in that ufefulleft of all fciences, the knowledge of mi 

kin 
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^ wfb truth and jujtice affimij that his Majefty has n&t in bis 
♦* dominions a people more Jirnily ^ and that from principles ^ofreal 
^ affedion^ devoted to his per/on^ family 9 ^^d government ^ than 
** the inhabitants of this colony. And we are greatly at a loft 
** to difcover in what injlanees the peace and tranquillity of the 
** colony have been dijiurbed, or wherein order and govern^ 
*' nient have been fubverted. Jf the courfe of jujiice has been 
^^ obJiru£ledy or in any cafe perverted^ it has been by the direC" 
*^. tion, or through the means, of Mn Clinton^ late Governor of 
" this province, who fent peremptory orders to the judges, clerk, 
** and Jheriff of Duchefs County, tojiayprocefs, andjiop the pro^ 
*' ceedings in fevered cafes of private property, depending in that 
** court ; and who did, in other counties, commijftonate judges and 
** jnftices of known ill characters, and extreme Ignorance : One 
^'' Jiood even prefented for perjury in the fupreme court of this 
** province, whom he rewarded with the office of cifftjlant judge ; 
** and others were fo Jhamefully ignorant and illiterate, as to be 
** unable to write their own names. From whence we greatly 
^^ fear, that jujiice has in many cafes been partially, or very un* 
^^ duly adminijiered.^* 

I mall not trouble your Lordfliip with a vindication of 
Mr. Clinton ; but only obferve, that the fuits commenced 
in Duchefs County were by deferters againft their cap- 
tains ;* that the Governor, who was no lawyer, affured 
the houfe, his letters to the juftices were vnritten unadvif" 
cdly, and with precipitation ; and that if any man was 
injured, he would readily compenfate his damages. And 
as to the charge of appointing ignorant juftices, it lies with 
equal truth againft all our governors, (Mr. De Lancey 
himfelf not excepted) who to influence ele6tions, have gone 
into an unjuftifiable praftice of intrufling blank commif- 
fions with certain favourites in the refpedive counties, im- 
powered to place and difplace civil and military officers at 
their pleafure. Thefe eledion jobbers are generally the 
court members in affembly : And decency, my Lord, 
(hould have induced them to ftifle the ridiculous aflertion, 
that Mr. Clinton rewarded a man for being perjured ; as 
well as the more pertinent inveftive againft the dangerous 
uf^e juft mentioned, for corrupting the houfe of repi:c« 
fentatives. But to difgrace Mr. Clinton was expedient to ' 
the Lieutenant-Governor ; and hence this attack upon the 
former. Upon 

* Captains of the levies ntiftd for the Canada expedition ia I74du 
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Upon his Honour's advancement to the governments 
the prefi laboured with addrefies ; and the incenfe ofiered 
upon the occafion might have perfumed the whok temple 
of Ddphos. It was pot enough, that, agreeable to anc^nt 
u&ge, he \^as prefented with the compliments of public 
bocues alone. It was neceflary, from the number of ad« 
drefies, to difplay his extenfive influence, and the univerfal 
joy ; thereby, if poffible, to lay the foimdation of hif 
continuance in the adminiftration. Accordingly, the very 
militia officers and fi]ipervifors of Queen's County (a mot- 
ley affemblage !) were made to gro^n out their afpirations 
for this aufpicious eyent : " OA / thai his gracious Majefij \i 
^^ would be pleafed to cmfirm ancijix ypu^ for a long time^ in |t 
*^ this exalted fiaiionJ^ Never haye I fccn an iniignificant 
interjeftion more infignificantly employed. To fo extrav- 
agant a pitch, my Lord, did. this exuberant ardor arrive, 
that we at length found him cloathed with an incommuo 
nicable attribute of the Deity himfelf, even his immutable 
moral reditude^ " ^hffe things in you (fay they) are noih 
properly called virtues^ as natural endowments. Tcif 
will not J you qannot a^ otherwife than you do*^* With 
fuchfuftian can fome men be regaledf : and hy fUch fuflian if 
oftentinxes a whole nation deluded. 

To proceed in the charader of this remarkable Ameri^ 
cain ; He is a perfon of quick apprehenfion, and extenfive 
acquaintance with the law ; which he acquired with in- 
credible application, to obliterate t^e indifferent figure he 
made, when firft elevated to the chi^f feat on the bench^ 
to ferve the purpofes of Governor Cofby. Without th« 
talents, he has all the ambition pf a Ripperda. His thirft 
after popularity, which in hijn is a mere engine of ftate, 
hath almoft banifhed all public fpirit ; and the triumph! 
of power occafioned the exile of commpn fenfe. Apprc* 
henfive of the diminution of his own luftre, his jealoufy 
will not admit a competitor ; but fets him at mortal odds 
>yith a rifing, independent fpirit, left it be rewarded vnxk 
popular favour, and thence refult into popular intereft, in 
• derogation of his own fovereign influence^. Hence, who- 
ever would accomplifli a patriot meafure, muft either ob- 
tain his leave ; and then he arrogates to himfelf the merit 
due to its author ; or c^ry it by mew ftratageni, without; 

which 
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ought fit to d^m^ M^ rdolution ; and Governor 
honoured hhn with the embafly to New-York, for 
)lace he fet out the b^inning of March. Some gen« 
of the coxmcil and auembly were commiffioned, on 
: errand, to the other colonies of New-Jerfey, Penn- 
i,&c* 

Pownal's profpeds of luccefi at New-York were at 
very encoura^g. De Lancey, jealous of Shirley's 
^utation, appeared, with regard to the expedition 
lended, extremely phlegmatic : and though artful 
to abilain from an open oppofition, he made ufe of 
ambers as his tool in counal, to obfiruft the con- 
e of ikt kgiilature. At this time great animolities 
evailing in the province, occafioned by a charter 
are granted by Mr. De Lancey, confHtuting a col- 
tht education of youth, upon a foundation which 
sd to enidndle the general difguft* The majority 
loufe, apprehending the lofi m their feats on a fu- 
£tion, Ibould they afford it the leaf): affifhmce, found 
i^es obliged rather to countenance the popular re« 
Lt« A gentleman of difUnAion, with whom Mr. 
advifed on the iubied of his commi£E[on, thought 
dent flep to open his mefiaTC in part, to thofe mem-^ 
the aflembly, who, on the alxive-mentioned ac- 
^ere then in the oppofition. Several of the leading 
ore fecured by this method : and when the houte 
di a difpo£tion appeared to join in the fcheme pro- 
hat it was beyond Mr. De Lancey's power to bb- 
. Out of pique however to Mr. Shirley, to whom 
)edition was folely committed, he prevailed upon 
fufpend the execution of their vote, until General 
Jl's approbation was obtained : and by this artifice 
ed a coniiderable delay in the operations, 
ral Braddock, being now arrived in Virginia, fent 
s to the feveral governors to meet him, in order to 
Itation on the bufinefe of the approaching cam- 
This convention was opened on the 14th of April,* 

at 

u at firft propofed to have been held at Axmapolis in Marylaixd. 
eyywho thro' the miikiplicity of his afiirira did not arrive there 
I has been charged widi delaying Braddock's march near three 
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at Alexandria in Virginia. Here it; appeared, that tlirong 
mifreprefentations from Vir^nia, the general was cnjoiiM 
to proceed immediately to Fort Du ^efhe. Thofe, win 
were well acquainted with the country, could not hdp ob 
ferving, that a march from Potowmac, acrois the Alle^ienj 
mountains, muft be attended ^dth incredible 
hazard, and expenfe.; that the vicinity of New- York I 
Canada, its fort of Ofwego on Lake Ontario, toget 
with the advantages of water carriage, rendered that 
ince by far the fitteft theatre of action. Braddock's on 
were neverthelcfs pofitive. For the prefervation then' 
of Ofwego, and the reduftion of Niagara, it was at 1( 
agreed, that Shirley's and PeppereFs regiments ihould 
ceed to Lake Ontario, while General Braddock attJ 
Fort Du Quefne ; and the provincial troops, commanc 
by Gcnersd Johnfon, marched to inveft Crown-Point. 
Thefc refolutions being taken, Mr. Shirley began 
journey to Bofton, to prepare for the expedition under- 
immecUate command ; to forward that tinder Col. Jol 
and to quicken the departure of the New-England 
now afiembled by his Majefly*s direftions", for reducii 
French fettlements in Nova-Scotia. On his way, he 
fome time in conference with Col. Schuyler, a gentl( 
fortune and courage, who, out of difinterefted love to 
country, was engaged to head a regiment of $00 
raifed and maintained by the province of New-Joifcy. 
New- York, he was retarded a few days to confult 
General Johnfon, and remove fome objeftions made by 
De Lanccy to the form of his commijEon :* and in 

ne( 

weeks ; though it is notorious, that delay was occafloned by the 
of the Virginia contraifl for the necefTary fupplies. The general' 
afterwards obliged to enter into anew one with gentlemen in P( 
nia ; which was not completed till the 27th of May, near fix 
from the conclufion of the congrefs. 

* Mr. Johnfon had his commiffion from the governors of the ^ 
inces, which fumifhcd the troops under his command ; the dnft< 
which was fettled at Alexandria. The Lieut. Governor of New-Ytf 
now thought proper to repeat thofe very objedions which had bl 
there over-ruled. This unaccountable conduift gave Mr. Johnfon g* 
uneafinefs, who could not obtain Mr. De Lancey's commiOSon, I 
proper notice was taken by General Shirley of fo manifeft an obftrt 
tion to the operations of the campaign. 
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t, to hafien the affembling the troops of that 

rieceffary difpatches being given to the expedition 
a-Scotia under CoL Winflow, Mr. Shirley, upon the 
of the paymafter for the northern diftrift, returned 
r-York ; and on the 4th of July failed for Albany, 
1 regiment having pafled by for that place, in twcn- 
tranfpcrts, a few days before* 
It this time, the colonies were filled with univcrfal 

the agreeable news tliat tlie New-England troops 
x:ome inafters of Beau-fejour and Bay Verte, on the 
\ of Nova-Scotia ; whereby a new pro^dnce was 
o the Britifli empire in America : and that a ftrong 
ider Admiral Bofcawen, lay before Louilburgh, to 
)t the French fupplies ; and which had alfo feizcd 

their capital {hips, the Lys and Alcide, and fent 
ito Halifax. 

Braddock was now on his march towards the Ohio, 
lead of about 2200 men, in order to inveft Fort Du 
, and drive the French from their encroachmeilts on 
itiers of Virginia and Pennfylvania. From Fort Cum- 

to Fort Du Quefhe, the diftance is not lefs than 1 30 

Mr. Braddock began his march from the former 

on 

aedticut had voted one thoufand men for the Crown-Point cx- 
and. giyeA aflurances of 500 more^ if the fervice fo required. 
k was to fupply 800 ; but through the delay occafioned by the 
ig claufe above mentioned in the vote of our afTemblys Mr. De 
brother was ient into Connedicut, to obtain leave for recruit- 
uota we were to fumifh, in that colony ; as men might there 
more fpeedily than in the province of New-York. Mr. Shir- 
; at Hartford, during this application, was told by Governor 
at if Connefticut complied, they fhould confider thcmfelves dit 
from the aflu ranees given of 500 more than their own quota> 
;rvice demand it. This, with Mr. Oliver De Lancey's declara- 
if himfelf ihould accept the command of the New-York regi- 
could in ten days raife the whole number in this province, m» 
-. Shirley to oppof^ the application ; it appearing to him not 
le, that the fervice mieht afterwards require the reinforcement 
In confequence of which, only 300 recruits were ftimjflied 
k from thence ; a lucky incident for Mr. Shirley's advcrfarics to 
ie people of N. York againft him ; to which purpofc it was in- 
ly applied ; though his condud in that a&ir was prudent and 
and though, by repeated letters to Lt. Gov. De Lancey, he took 
remove any mifunderftanding at a jundure fo unfcafonable. 
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requiiite to fecure the command, and prderve the 
trade of thofe inland feas. This he delivered to fbmi 
the members of the congrels to be communicated : an< 
terwards tranfmitted a copy to England ; chaSen^j 
himfelf the fole merit of being the origiiial author o 
ufeful and neceflary an expedient;* 

While the congrefs was held at Albany, Governor { 
ky, ever jealous of French machinations, proceeded, a< 
head of about one thoufand men, to the river Kennel 
and crefted forts, at convenient diftances, to flop thep 
refi of the French on that quarter ; to fecure the pofle 
of that country with the friendfhip of the eaftern Ind 

The remainder of this yearf was principally fpent ij 
peated reprefentations to the miniftry, refpedting the i 
gerous fituation of the Englifli colonies ; and the ahib 
necelEty of a powerful aflUiance from Great-Britain, to 
feat the ambitious, defigns of the Court of France; 

On the welcome intelligence of the fuccefs of theft J 
reientations, and while forces were expcfting from I 
land, the two regiments of Shirky and Pepperel were 
dered to be re-eftabliflied, and recniits were raifing thro 
the feveral governments, to form an army for difpofld 
the French from their late encroachments. 

The general aflembly of the Maflachufetts-Bay being t 
vened, and the members fworn to fecrecy, Mr. Shi 
communicated to them a defign <rf attacking Fort St. Fi 
erick, at Crown Point, the enfuing fpring ; and his in 
ticm to appoint Col. Johnfon to the command of that 
pedition. The fcheme being approved by the council 
reprcfentatives of that province, and the quotas fett 
commiffioners were charged to the neighbouriiig gov 
ments, to folicit their coficuxrehce aftd aid, in the pi 
cution of this enterprife. 

While thefe matters were in agitation, Mr. Pownal 
at Bofton, intending to fail from thence to England. 

I 

* Mr. Pownal had this piece, publiftied ia New-York in Feb. x 
It contamed an introdu^on, declaring, that copies of it were ftir 
th« miniftry to the refpcftivc govtrtnors of tfee colonfes : and ia 
fpring following, it was repubUihed, with great oftentatlon, in the ] 
lifli magazines. With refjped to iiaxA partft of k, wherein he tall 
Indian aBEairs, the fentiments ftem to be unintelligible by a Nortl 
IbericaHiunderftanding. f 1754! 
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lort fpace of time ; for the enemy's fire being anift 
renewed from the front and left flank, the whde 
K>k to immediate flight ; leaving behind them all 
illery, provifions, ammunition, oaggage, military 
(^ether with the general's cabinet, containing his 
ions and other papers of confequence. So great 
\ confiernation of the foldiers, that it was impoffible 
their career, flying with the utmoft pr edpitation 
ales from the field of adion ; where only one hu&« 
gan to make a more orderly retreat, 
t was the ftrength of the enemy, has hitherto re^ 
to us uncertain. According to Indian accounts, 
ceeded not 400, chiefly Indians : and, whether any 
lin, is flill to be doubted, for few were feen by our 
dng covered by flumps and fallen trees. Great in« 
IS uie deftrudion on our fide. Numbers of officers 
d th^ lives through fingular bravery. Extremely 
mate was the whole ftaflf The general, after hav- 
z horfes ihot under him, received a wound in his 
hrough his right arm, of which he died in four 
His Secretary, eldeft fon of Major-General Shirley, 
^man of great accomplifliments, by a Ihot through 
d, was killed upon the fpot. Mr. Orme and Capt. 
aids-de-camp, were wounded^ Of the 44th regi-* 
Sir Peter Halket, Colonel, was flain, with fevenl 
officers \ and Lieut. Col. Gage wounded. Lieut, 
irton, of the 48th regiment, was among the woimd* 
A many gallant officers periihed in the field. Our 
ofs was about feven hundred killed and wounded, 
^hat caufes this unhappy cataftrophe is to be afcrib* 
been matter of much inquiry and animated debate, 
ficerq charged the defeat to the cowardice of the 
but, in a reprefentation they made to Mr. Shirley," 

*r €\i \\\e CxcwjTi^ \\\eM in fnmp mpafiir^ anoloirifc for 
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dians ; in which cafe the European method of fight 
would be entirely unavailing. But, my Lord, howe 
cenfurable the conduft of the foldiery may be thought, II 
Braddock, too fanguine in his profpefts, was gcncn 
blamed for negle<9ing to cultivate the friendfliip of the 
dians, who offered their affiftance ; and who, it is cert 
had a number of them preceded the army, would have 
fbnably difcovered tHe enemy's ambufcade. The Viipi 
rangers alfo, inftead of being made to ferve as regular 
the ranks with the Englifli troops, fliould have been « 
.ployed as out-fcouts. But this ftep, fo neceflary to gu 
againft furprife, was too unhappily omitted ; the whole 
niy, according to the reprefentation above mentioned, 
lowing only three or four guides. 

When the routed party joined the fecond divifion, f 
miles fliort of the place of a6tion, the terror diffufed i 
through the whole army. Your Lordftiip might natni 
expeft to hear, that Col. Dunbar then entrenched hurt 
and called on the neighbouring colonies for immedialt 
infor cements ; as by fuch a ftep the enemy might \ 
been detained at Fort Du Quefne, prevented from ra 
ing the frontiers, or throwing fuccours into Niaj 
But alas ! my Lord, an infatuation feemed to accomj 
all our meafureg; on the fouthern quarter. Fearful oi 
unpurfuing foe, all the ammunition, and fo much of 
provifions, were deftroyed, for accelerating their ffij 
that Dunbar was aftually obliged to fend for thirty li 
loads of the latter, before he reached Fort Cumberk 
where he arrived, a very few days after, with the Ihai 
ed remains of the Englifli troops. 

On Mr. Braddock*s unhappy cataftrophe, the comffl 
of his Majefty's forces in North-America devolved n 
Major-General Shirley. I before acquainted your L 
fliip of his return to New- York, and departure from th 
to Albany, where he arrived the beginning of July. 

Albany, my Lord, was the grand theatre of all the 
parations for the northern expedition againft Fort St. I 
erick, as well as that to the weftward, for the redu< 
of Niagara. The General, on his arrival there, found 
the former in the forwardnefs he had reafon to ex 
Tie provincials, difcontented with the inaftivity of a 

encampn 
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nefHcutj to haftcn the affeinbling the troops of that 
€€kftiy.\ 

• Thle rieceffary diipatches being given to the expedition 
M Ndva-Scotiia under Col. Winflow, Mr. Shirley, upon the 
Irrival of the paymafter for the northern diftrift, returned 
to New-York ; and on the 4th of July failed for Albany, 
his own regiment having palled by for that place, in twen- 
ty-one tranfpdrts, a few days before. 

About this time, the colonies were filled with univcrfal 
joy, on the agreeable news that the New-England troops 
were become mafters of Beau-fejour and Bay Verte, on the 
ifihmus of Nova-Scotia ; whereby a new province was 
added to the Britiih empire in America : and that a ftrong 
fleet, under Admiral Bofcawen, lay before Louifburgh, to 
intercept the French fupplies ; and which had alfo feized 
two of their capital fliips, the Lys and Alcide, and fent 
them into Halifax. 

Gen. Braddock was now on his march towards the Ohio, 
at the head of about 2200 men, in order to inveft Fort Du 
Quefiie, and drive the French from their encroachmeilts on 
the frontiers of Virginia and Pennfylvania. From Fort Cum- 
berland to Fort Du Quefhe, the diftance is not lefs than 130 
miles. Mr. Braddock began his march from the former 

on 

■%*< ^1 ■■ ■ - _ ■■ ■ r I. . I ■ . I I ■ » ., ■ ■ » 

% Connedticut had voted one thoufand men for the Crown-Point ex- 
pedition, svnd. given aiTurances of 500 more, if the fervice fo required. 
New-York was to fupply 800 ; but through the delay occafioned by the 
lli^)ending daufe above mentioned in the vote of our aflembly, Mr. De 
Lancey's brother was fent into Connedicut, to obtain leave for recruit- 
ing the quota we were to fumifh, in that colony ; as men might there 
be raifed more fpeedily than in the province of New-York. Mr. Shir- 
ley being at Hartford, during this application, was told by Governor 
Pitch, that if ConneAicut complied, they fhould confider themfelves dif- 
engaged from the aiTurances given of 500 more than their own quota, 
did the fervice demand it. This, with Mr. Oliver De Lancey's declara- 
tion, that if himfelf fhould accept the command of the New-York regi- 
ment, he could in ten days raife the whole number in this province, in- 
duced Mr. Shirley to oppoft the application ; it appearing to him not 
improbable, that the fervice mieht afterwards require the reinforcement 
ofl&red. In confequence of which, only 300 recruits were fiimiftied 
New-York from thence ; a lucky incident for Mr. Shirley's adverfarics to 
incenfe the people of N. York againft him ; to which purpofe it was in- 
duflrioufly applied ; though his condudl in that aflEair was prudent and 
rational 5 and though, by repeated letters to Lt. Gov. De Lancey, he took 
pains to remove any mifunderftanding at a jun^re fo unfeafonable. 
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on the loth of June, leaving the garriibix under the co 
mand of CoL Innes. Innumerable were th^ ^SBculties 
had to furmount, in a country ruggedt p^thlc&v voLd v 
known, acrofs the Allegheny snount^ns, through unfi 
quented woods, and dangerous defileg. Fropa the Ut 
meadows the army proceeded in two diviiions. At i 
hqid of the firft, coimfting of X400 men, was the gene 
himfelf, with the greateft part of the ammunition and 
tillery. The iecond, with the proviiions, ftore^ and ha 
bageage, was led by Col. Dunbar. Never was man mi 
conndent of fuccefs, than this brave, though unJfortun 
officer. Being advifed at the great meadQW^, that- the e 
my e^cpefted a reinforcement of 500 regular troops, 
puflied on, by forced marches, with fo much difpatch, t] 
he fatigued the foldiers, weakened his hoiles, and left \ 
fecond diviiion near forty niiles in the rear. The raezi 
being not more than 200 fbr ong at their fort on the OYu 
gave no obfbuffion to the march of our forces, till t 
memo^rable 9th of July ; a day never to be forgotten iutl 
annals of Northr America* About noon our troops pafi 
the Monongahela, and wfxe then within fcven miles 
Fort Du Qu^e. Unapprehenfive of the approach of 
enemy, at once was the alarm given, by a quick and hea 
fire upon the vanguard, under Lieut. Col. Gage. Imo 
di%|tely the msun body, in ^ood order and high fpirits, i 
vanced to fuibin them. Orders were then given to ha 
and fprm into battalia. At this junfbire, the van faUi 
back upon ^em, in great confufipn, a general panic iH? 
the whole body of tne ibidiery ; and m attempts to n 
them proved utterly ine&6hiaL The general and all 1 
officers exerted their i^tmoft adivity, to recover them hi 
the univerfal furprife and diforder \ but equally deaf w 
they to intreaties and commands. Puring this fcenc 
confufion, they expended their ammunition in the wile 
and moft unmeaning fire } fome difcharging their pie 
on our own parties^ who wera advanced from the m; 
body for the rcjcovery 0/ the cannon. After three hoi 
fpent in this melancholy fitu^rtipn, enduring a terri 
flaughter, from (it may he fidd) an irrvifible foe, ord 
were given to found a retreat, that the men might 
brOWgW to fover tie waggons. Thefe they furrounc 
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TUt a ibort fpace of time ; for the enemy's fire being again 
wwady renewed from the front and left flank, the whole 
Ifmy took to inuiuediate flight ; leaving behind them aH 
i^ artillery, proviiions, ammunition, oaggage, miUtarjr 
heft, together with the general's cabinet, containing his 
[iftru£Hons and other papers of confequence. So great 
Eras the confliernation of the foldiers, that it was impoflible 
O ftcp their career, flying with the utmofl: predpitation 
hree miles from the field of a^on ; where only one him« 
bred began to make a more orderly retreat. 

What was the ftrength of the enemy, has hitherto re^ 
i!uiined to us uncertain. According to Indian accounti, 
Jiey ,exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians : and. whether any 
were flain, is flill to be doubted, for few were leen by our 
lienf being coveired by ftumps and fallen trees. Great in« 
feed was tne deftrudion on our fide. Numbers of oflicen 
acrificed their lives through fir^lar bravery. Extremely 
infortunate was the whole ftaC The general, after hav- 
ig five horfes fhot under him, received a wound in his 
lugs through his right arm, of which he died in four 
ays. His Secretary, eldefl: fon of Major-General Shirley, 
gentleman of great accomplifhments, by a fhot through 
M head, was killed upon the fpot. Mr. Orme and Capt. 
[orris, aids-de-camp, were wounded. Of the 44th reg^<* 
ilcnty Sir Peter Halket, Colonel, was flain, with fevenl 
ther officers \ and Lieut. Col. Gage wounded. Lieut. 
2oL Burton, of the 48th re^ment, was among the wound* 
d ; and many gallant officers periihed in the field. Our 
K^olc lofs was about feven hundred killed and wounded. 

To what caufes this unhappy cataftrophc is to be afcrib* 
d, has been matter of much inquiry and animated debate. 
lIic officer^ charged the defeat to the cowardice of the 
cien : but, in a reprefentation they made to Mr. Shirley,' 
y order of the Crown, they in fome meafure apologife for 
heir behaviour, alleging, that they were haralTcd by duties 
Lnequal to their numbers, and difpirited through want of 
irovifions : That time was not allowed them to drefs their 
bod : That their water (the only liquor too they had) was 
>Oth fcarce and of a bad quality : In fine, that the prolan- 
ials had difheiskrtened them,^by repeated fuggefiaoni of 
heir fears of a defeat, fhould they be attacked by In* 

dians ; 
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dians ; in which cafe the European mediod of figliting 
would be entirely unavailing. But, my Lord, hoTrevo 
cenfurable the conduft of the foldiery may be thought, Mr. 
Braddock, too fanguine in his profpefb, was generally 
blamed for neglefting to cultivate the friendfhip of the In. 
dians, who offered their affiftance ; and who, it is certain, 
had a number of them preceded the army, would have fi* 
fbnably difcovered tlie enemy's ambufcade. The Virriniaa 
rangers alfo, inftead of being made to ferve as regubrs k 
the ranks with the Englifli troops, fliould have been cm- 
ployed as out-fcouts. But this ftep, fo neceflSuy to guard 
againil furprife, was too unhappily omitted j the whde »• 
niy, according to the reprefentation above mentioned, fol- 
lowing only three or four guides. 

When the routed party joined the fecond divifion, forty 
miles fliort of the place of a6Hon, the terror difiufed it/eff 
through the whole army. Your Lordftiip might nalumlh 
expeft to hear, that Col. Dunbar then entrenched himieir, 
and called on the neighbouring colonies for immediate r& 
infor cements ; as by fuch a ftep the enemy might haw 
been detained at Fort Du Quefne, prevented from ravag- 
ing the frontiers, or throwing fuccours into Niagai). 
But alas ! my Lord, an infatuation feemed to accomp 
all our meafures on the fouthern quarter. Fearful of 
unpurfuing foe, all the ammunition, and fo much of 
provifions, were deftroyed, for accelerating their flighl 
that Dunbar was aftually obliged to fend for thirty hori 
loads of the latter, before he reached Fort Cumberland } 
where he arrived, a very few days after, with the fhatter* 
ed remains of the Englifli troops. 

On Mr. Braddock*s unhappy cataftrophe, the commaod 
of his Majefty's forces in North- America devolved upon | j 
Major-General Shirley. I before acquainted your Lord^ 
fliip of his return to New- York, and departure from thence 
to Albany, where he arrived the beginning of July, 

Albany, my Lord, was the grand theatre of all the pre- 
parations for the northern expedition againft Fort St. Fred- 
erick, as well as that to the weftward, for the reduffion 
of Niagara. The General, on his arrival there, found not 
the former in the forwardnefs he had reafon to exped. 
The provincials, discontented with the inaftivity of a. long 

encampment, 
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exxcainpment, Major-General Lyman was obliged to make 
ihoTt marches to prevent their difbanding ; and the <jen- 
eral was therefore detained awhile in that city, to hinder 
Hf fatal an event. His own troops, in the mean time, 
yrexe, filing off, in different diviiions, from Schenedady to* 
virards. Ofwego. 

Qfwego, dong the accixftomed route, is computed to be 
about three hundred miles weft from Albany. The firft 
Gxteen, to the village of Schenedady, is land carriage, in a 
>d waggon road. . From thence to the Little Falls, in 
le Mohawk River, at fixty-five miles diflance, the bat- 
teaux* are fet againft a rapid ftream ; which too, in dry 
feafons, is fo fhdlow, that the men are frequently obliged 
to turn out, and draw their craft over the rifts with in- 
conceivable labour. At the Little Falls, the portage ex- 
ceeds not a mile ; the ground being marfhy, will admit 
o£ no wheel-carriage, and therefore the Germans, who re- 
fide here, tran4>ort the batteaux in fleds, which they keep 
for that purpofe. The fame conveyance is ufed at the 
Great Carrying-Place, fixty miles beyond the Little Falls j 
all the way to which the current is flill adverfe, and ex- 
tremely fwift. The portage here is longer or fhorter, ac- 
cording to the drynefe or wetnefs of the feafons. In the 
lafl fummer months, when rains are not frequent, it is 
ll^ally fix or eight miles acrofs. Taking water again, we 
enter a narrow rivulet, called the Wood-creek, which leads 
into the Oneida Lake, diftance forty miles. This fbream, 
though favourable, being fliallow, and its banks covered 
ivith thick woods, was at this time much obftrufted with 
[>ld logs and fallen trees. The Oneida Lake ftretches from 
jail to weft about thirty miles, and in calm weather is 
paffed with great facility. At its weftern extremity opens 
:he Onondaga River, leading down to Ofwego, fituated at 
its entrance, on the fouth fide of the Lake Ontario. Ex- 
tremely difiicult and hazardous is the pafiage through this 
river, as it abounds with rifts and rocks. ; and the current 
flowing with furprifing rapidity. The principal obflruc- 
tion is twelve miles fliort of Ofwego, and is a fall of about 

eleven 

* A batteau is a light flat-bottomed boat, wideft in the middle, and 
at each end (harp pointed, of about 1500 weight burthen* and man- 
aged hj two meni with paddles and fetting poles. - 
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eleven fctt peipendicular^ The portage here is by lat 
not exceeding forty yards, before they launch for the 1 
time^ 

Tour Lordihip, from this account, will readily omcdi? 
diat, through fuch a long, amphibious march, an an 
muft proceed with prodigious riik and fatigue ; and tl 
batteaux be nece0arily conduded by perfons (killed ib t 
Navigation, and enured to hardfhips. For this fervi 
GenersQ Shirley had engaged all the young men in l 
county of Albany, who formerly had been employed 
the Indian trade at Ofwego ; and a vail number of b 
teaux were prepared for the conveyance of the troc 
fiores, and provmons* 

Ofwego was formerly garrifoned by twenty-five oc 
but, on the commencement of our prefent difputeS) 
number was augmented to fifty. Early this fpring, ii 
more were ordered up ) and about the latter end of M 
Capt. Broadfireet arrived there with two hundred, hA 
workmen to be employed in the naval preparations) ^ 
fuant to the fcheme concerted in the congrefs o£ conn 
fioners at Albany the laft fummer. 

Col. Schuyler's New-Jerfey regiment embarked in 1 
divifions, from Scheneftady, the beginning of July.^ SI 
ley's afid Pepperell's were preparing to follow, wheo i 
melancholy news of Gen. Braddock's defeat reached d 
place. This ftruck a general damp on the fpirits rf 1 
foldiers, and many delerted. Great numbers of the ^ 
teau-men difperfed themfelves into the country, and i 
to their refpeftive habitations. To engage the return 
above half the fugitives, equally ineffectual were thw 
or promrfes, rewards or pumlhments. The General, i* 
ever, fenfible of the importance of the fervice, purfued ' 
march in fpite of every vexatious difappointment. As 
pailed their country, he called upon the Indians of the : 
Nations at fome of their caftles ; and fent embafladon 
the reft, preffing them to join him, with affurances of 
protection. But they fcemed in general greatly difinds 
to our weftern operations. Indian aflkirs had been 
long negleded by the province of New- York, to wl 
the principal management of them has always been a 
mitted. Neither the funis, allotted for prefents to tl 

iava] 
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5, were Silways, by our governors, fairly expended, 
le prdfents themfelves honeftly difiributed. And 
through repeated frauds, and the omiffion of proper 
•es to conciliate their fevour, our interefl with theiii 
ted to little more than a bare neutrality, Mr. 
n^ neverthelefs, pretending a mighty influence over 
was entruftcd with 5000I; fterling, in order to en- 
leir affifbince for the general benent of his Majefly's 
For this purpofe he held a congrefs with fome of 
>rihcipal fachems at Mount Johnfon,* foon after his 
from Alexandria. 

r Lordfhip is pleafed to infift ujpon my " defcending 
t detail of every tranfadion^ how minute foever^ that can 
tny light into the more fecret fprings of our political ac* 
* I (hall therefore acquaint your Lordmip, that, 
be general's arrival at Albany, Mr. Johnfon laid be- 
m a copy of the minutes of his late treaty with the 
J. Thefe minutes, it feems, contained fome unhand- 
efleftions upon his excellency ; infinuating, that, to 
^paratcly with them, he had employed one Lydius, 
n of not the moft unexceptionable charafter, either 
alty or integrity. The Angle reafon upon which the 
J could be founded, was this : Lydius, who former- 
l near Lake George, and whofe Indian acquaintance 
ry extenfive, had offered the general his affiftance, in 
ng the junftion of a number of them, on the de- 
expeditions. Upon which he wrote to Mr. Johnfon, 
ting the pleafure it would give him, if he could 
jiy ufe of this man in his Majefly*s iervicc. On de- 
j thofe minutes into the general's hands, Johnfon, 
of the infinuation, told him, he entirely difapprpv- 
refleftion they feemed to contain, and appeared 
d of its infcrtion. Having perufed the paper, Shir- 
Id not avoid complaining of the ill ufage ; while the 
wdth folemn vows, protefted he was not privy to it, 
portuned him to return the minutes, that he might 
LC obnoxious paflage. The former confided in the 
y of his protdlations, but foon after had abundant 
to diftruff his integrity. ^ The 

William Johnfon's own fcatf near the lower Mohawk calUe, 
> nules from Albany. 

O {VoL vu.] 
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The genef al had applied (o one St^ts, who refided m 
Albany; and had a confiderable ihtereft with die Imfians 
Stockbridge.* He propofed to him his raifing a com 
of them, as a guard to the batteauz in their pa£&g( to 
wego. Privately was this man intimidated from tke m 
dertakin^ : an4 Mr. Johnfon, to induce him to 
through his promifes, ^ered him a captain^s com 
could he engage^an Indian company to proceed on the 
pedition under his own diredHon. 

Your Lordfhip, being already informed of this gefi 
man's appointment to the command of the provincial 
by the intereft of General Shirley, will fcarce hav9 
tience at the recital of a condud (b afionifhing and 
grateful. The fecret, my Lord, was this : Mr. ]o^ 
was never diftinguiflied for his fenfe or penetration, 
had now for his aid-de-camp, Capt. Wraxal, a man of art 
genius, who a few years before had been aj^mnted 
tary for Indian affairs, and clerk of the city and comOf 
Albany. Governor Clinton had ^nted a commiffioA 
the latter of thofe offices, before tnc date of Wraxal*s 
manual. A fuit was therefore commenced, and is fUB 
pending between him and the perfon in pofleffion of 
office^ fufpended on the determination of a point of 
Upon this account, Wraxal became a humble dependant 
Lieut. Governor De Lancey, before whomr, unleft faped 
ed in the chief command, the cafe mufl: be determined tf 
on a writ of error : The latter, who had been a dci 
enemy to johnfon, throughout the whole of Clinton's 
miniflration, and had even prevented the afiembly froi 
difcharging a very equitable demand he had agaln'ft tkl 
province for fervices and difburfements, now dete 
to fall in with, and fet him up, in competition with 
Wraxal's pofl and dependance afforded a fine oppo 
for the purpofe : and fo Johnfon became flrongly atta 
to the Lieut. Governor. Your Lordfhip will no Icm^ 
wonder at his procuring all the Indians he could prevd 
upon, to join the provincial troops under his owii co* 
mand ; or at his attempts to excite others to embarrafi dsJ 
obflruft the general's defigns upon the Lake Ontario. 1b 

* Stockbridgc, by the Indians called Houfato^ic, lies upon tlic'wrf 
tern confines of the Mailacbufetts-Bay. ' ' 
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pt>art of a ekarge fe heavy as this, I think it incumbent 
ioi> me to affign the following infianGcs : i. Not an Inr 
iP joindd G^eral Shirley at Schenedady^ agreeably to 
r. Jolmfo&'s poiitive aifl^rances. 2. Nor at either of the 
U^ in the five cantons, as he pafled. through them ta 
wega : but, on the contrary, 3, One Brant, an Onon- 
gfty (three of whofe fons were in Jobnfon's army) at the 
ikI of ielreral other Indians, declared to Mr. Shirley, at 
weto^ that it was a place of trade and peace ; that there 
>ula be no war there ; and that he ihould not difttirb 
^ Frdnch ; adding, that he was going with the like meflage 
Csoiada. The genersJ havirig convinced him, that the 
pulfion of the French from theur encroachments muft re- 
mind to the advants^e of the Six Nations^ he aflerted, 
iit Mr. Johnfon had tent them upon this embafly to Cam 
a. . Though this appeared utterly incredible, it is never- 
de& certain. 4. Several other Indians arrived from the 
londaga caftle, with a belt, dedarihg it to have been fent 
em by Mr. Johnfon, with his requot, that not a man of 
em would join the King's troops, under the command of 
meral Shirley. 5. Others alfo, from the Seneca, Oneida, 
d Cayuga ountoris, concurred in tlie like reports ; par- 
ularly one Redhead,, ah Indian of great ntme, and a 
aker at the late cbngreis at Mount- Johnfon, came to Of- 
!g(0, in hb way to Ofwagatic or la Gallette, and defired 
s ceflatioD of all military defigns ; affirming, that with 
e £uBe requeft he was going to the French. 
It was with difficulty, my Lord, thefe Indians were 
condled to our attempts, detained at Ofwego, and there- 
prevented froiQb. <;(Kxununicatin^ our operations to the 
emy. The general, from thefe mfiances, became mort 
d more fufpicious, that the faction at New- York w^re 
deayouring to embarrafs and impede his meafiuFes, 
hat farther confirmed his fuipidons, that the Lieut. 
3vernor of New-York, with that viewj made Mr. John- 
1 Jiis inflrument, was a letter, which, after his arrival at 
[wq;o, he received from the latter, wherein he jufiified 
at very aiperfion, be&r^ difavowed, contained in the 
inutes above recounted. 

My Lord, we will now leave Mr. Shirley at Ofwi^ ; 
d purfue the courfe of traniadions, its well at New-York» 
in the fouthem cdoxues. Dunbar, 
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Dunbar, having reached Fort Cumberiand, di/pat> rs^ j 
an Indian eiqprefs to General Shirley, with an accounxr:^^ 
the defeat, and the neceflary returns refpeAing the tr<^ 
under his command ; acquainting him, moreover, ^i ' 
intention of marching to Philadelphia, and his h 
meeting his orders at Shippenlburgh. About the 
time, Mr. Dinwiddle wrote to Dun&, propofin^ a l!^r^ 
attempt on Fort Du Quefhe. But a council bemg t^ ^ 
upon held, the members of which were Col. Dunbar, ET i^ 
Col. Gage, Governor Sharpe, Major Chapman, jjg. 
Sparke, and Sir John St. Clair, it was unanimoufl-^^ 
ceived, that Mr. Dinwiddie's fcheme was impradrxQj^ i 
The very next day, being the fecond of Augml, ^^ut^h^J 
began his march towards Philadelphia, with 1 600 meo^ V^ 
fix pounders, and as many cohorns ; leaving behind Un\ Cj 
the Virginia and Maryland companies, and about 4001 tj^ 
wounded. At this fudden departure of the forces, the VirJ td 
ginians were extremely difobliged, as not only expo&^lcor 
their frontiers, and occafioning the daily defer tion cAVitfa*! \k 
provincials ; but becaufe the enemy, in flying parties, peB*! tn 
etrated into the province, and on ftiany of the inhahitastol po 
committed robberies and murder. What judgment ouM B^ 
to be formed of this retreat, I leave your Lordihip to dfrl g 
termine. Certainly thofe fouthern colonies ought to hm \ 
firengthened General Braddock with a large body of pitl ( 
vincial forces, which had doubtlefs prevented all this efiini 
fion of blood and treafure, the fatal confequence of tlidll 
ill-judged parfimony. Upon the advices received froal 
Dunbar, Mr. Shirley gave orders for renewinff the attempt, I 
if the fouthem colonies would readHy a&rd him a coipp^ I 
tent reinforcement. :ti.- 1 

Governor Morris having convened the Pennfylvania at 1 
fembly, informed them of the retreat of our army, and in 
a well-drawn, pathetic fpeech, prefled them to the moft ' 
vigorous meafures for the defence of their borders. They 
proceeded fo far as to vote for raifing 50,0001. ; but ofier* 
ing a bill for taxing the proprietary-dlate, an immediate 
rupture enfued, of which your Lordfhip is long fince ac- 
quainted, by the ample accounts in fundry late pamphlets 
on that and fimilar fubjefts. As to Virginia, now equally 
^)eii to the irruptioQS of the enemy, four companies of 

rangers 
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were ordered out, and the affembly voted 4o,oooL 
Lmifliing a thoufand men for the frontier defence. 
t: the fame time, met the council and affembly di 
ferfey, and the latter voted 30,000!. for the public 
e : but as the houfe propofed to prolong the curren- 

the bills for nine years, to which Mr. Belcher, who 
' fwerves from his inftruftions, not being able to af- 
X5,oool. only was raifed, and its ufe reftriftcd to kecp- 
n foot her regiment at Ofwego, commanded by Col. 
^ler. At New- York, the houfe of reprefentatives at 
ed on the 5th of Auguft, and fet out with a generous 
. Agreeable to the requeft of the Maflachufetts-Bay 
mment, always foremoft in military affairs, they rc-r 
i to reinforce the provincial army, dcftined for 
Ti-Point, with 400 men. The bill was aftually pafied 
oufe for that purpofe ; and the council had determin- 

conceal from their knowledge, the contents of a fe- 

letter from Gen. Shirley to Col. Dunbar, of the 7th 
uguft, in which he ordered him to proceed with his 
>s to Albany, for the proteftion of that important 
in cafe the colony forces fliould meet with a repulfe. 
lis bill, the affembly propofed to inveft the refpeftivc 
ins of the city militia with an arbitrary power to 
rht men for the fervice. The deffgn of this extnuxr- 
y project was fufpefted to ferve a particular purpofe, 
new eleftion of reprefentatives, which, according to 
m, it was thought would immediately enfue the arri- 
f Sir Charles Hardy, who was foon expefted with a 
niifion for the chief command of this province. It 
inly was a favourite bill ; for, contrary to precedent, 
eut. governor came to the council board,* and preffed 

to pafs it : but when he perceived an amendment 
tring for a ballot of the recruits in New- York, as well 
the other counties, he immediately laid the general's 
• to Dunbar before the houfe ; in confequence of 
b, the defign of a reinforcement inflantly dropped, 
lie aflembly adjourned the next day. 

After 

Before the adminiftration of Governor Cofty, it vi'as cuftomary £br 
>vemors to be prefent in the council, even when fitting in their fc- 
ve capacity. But fince that period, they have not openly intcr^ 
in the confultations of that branch of the Icgiflature. 
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After what I have ah*eady recounted, your Lordfliip 
not, I prefume, be at all furprifed to find Mr. De Lai 
leaviiur no device untried to maintain the fole diredioi 
the sdSembly. He knew that on his intereft with the 
prefentatives depended his credit with the miniftry \ \ 
that with the expiration of his power, to carry cer 
points of prerogative, would alfo expire their opinion oJ 
importance* His agents in England, to fupport t 
patron, had hitherto amufed a certain noble Lord i 
many fpecious promifes. They had reprefented his of 
ty, to ferve the Crown, in very magnificent terms ; : 
forgot his readinefs to procure, whenever an opportui 
preiented, the obedience of the houfe to fome favoc 
inftru<9ions. . Hence it is evident, that the lofe of hii 
cendancy, over that branch of the legiflature, mull nati 
ly terminate in the extinction of his grandeur deri 
from the Crown. 

While he held the reins of government, aflumed od 
Danvers Ofborn's deceafe, the miniftry had none to '\sS\ 
his conduft, or trace him through the mazy labyrintl 
his politics. From himfelf came all their intelligence, 
hence undoubtedly none in his own disfavour. Dcu 
thefe golden days of fecurity and repofe, he refigned I 
fidf to pleafure, and indulged his natiiral difpofition 
voluptuoufhefs and eafe. The province, the mean wl 
was principally governed by his iecretary ; who, like a 
cond Atlas, bore the chief burden of the ftate. Tkus i 
ligent of his politics, his popularity began to fufiFcr a n 
iteft declenfion. It was, moreover, notably abridged 
his paiJing the charter before-mentioned, repugnant, 
his own confeifion, to the didates of his judgment, 
this ftep he incurred fuch general umbrage, that the \ 
members of the affefnbly could not be wrought upa 
confirm it. Nay, fo di%uftful to the people was this c 
ter, that a majority of the moft reputable inhabitants 
tied againft it in a petition to the houfe. Civil libc 
and, by fome, even the rights of confcience were imagi 
to b^ in danger ; and the oppofition being, as it were, 
oris ^ jfbasj was extremely animated. The Lieutcn 
Qovernor became now apprehenfive of the corifequc 
f{e flood upon the point of refigtiing his command 

(uco 
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icccflbr hourly cxpeftcd ; and, without regaining his leat 
\ chief juftice, his popularity appeared ddCcending from 

1 nniericfian ; nor, in cafe of a diflblution, was he infenii- 
5 his authority with the houfe muft fuffer a total eclipfe. 
Dur Lordfhip cannot therefore but ohferve, of what mo- 
ent it was to fecure the friendihip of the next governor, 
srmit me to mention the arts, whereby it was accom-> 
[&ed* 

Sir Charles Hardy arrived in our harbour on the 2d of 
ptember, 1755- The council immediately convened 
emfelves for his reception. In the midft of their con- 
Itationsf Mr. Oliver De Lancey, without leave of the 
^ard, bolts into the chamber, and modefUy interpofes his 
"vice, to fend a meflage to Sir Charles, requeuing his 
ntinuance in the fhip till the next morning. The reaibn 
Igned was, to nin time for drawing out the militia, to 
ceive his E^elSnicy, at landins, with the formality and 
mour due to his rank. But the true fecret was, to gain 
. opportunity for the Lieutenant-Governor, and a feleft 
nto, to pais the evening with him, in order to conciliate 

2 graces^ and give him early impreflions in favour of 
eir party. The next day, the Governor publiihed his 
mmiifion ; and was, by Mr. De Lancey, invited to a 
rhlic entertainment. In the evening, they conduced 
m to the common, to hear the acclamations of the peo- 
5; and, on every occafion, followed him with fervile 
iirt and adulation. To impreis a high fenfe of hb pre- 
rceflbr's popularity, they fpared no pains. For this pur- 
^fc alfo they intrigued with the aflembly, and city cor- 
ration, two eledive bodies, and thence under his influ* 
ce. Of the latter, Mr. OUver De Lancey, as alderman. 
Is ^ member ; and, with true fraternal affedtion, ftimu- 
red the board to infert in their addrefi a compliment to 

3 brother. A modeft motion, my Lord ! and fo vehe* 
Botly urTCd, that it was carried, though not without 

El oppoution. The burden of that momentous pafiaffe, 
oi)t which the whole had been jgeuue and itijCpid, 
ai d^fcharged in thefe tenns : ^^ We have the greafq/i rea^ 
fi^'t^ expe£l the continuation (f that wife and happy admmf* 
fratimt^ we hanje been bkft wkh fame time /4/?»'^ Still 
'eater was Mr. De Lancey'^ ijAesA in the aflcmUy, as I 

have 



C4 



104 Review of the military Operaiiom 

have already had the honour to acquaint your Lordfl 
But one gentleman in that houfe oppofed the flattery 
their adcirefs. He is a man of an affluent, independ< 
fortune ; a bold, unfhackled fpirit, and of 'ftrong natu 
parts. The addrefs was calculated to iecure De Lance 
power .both with governor and people : the former, 
difplaying to Sir Charles his formidable interefl in t 
houfe : the latter, by preventing a cQffolution ; tl 
which nothing was the object of greater dread. ' *' // i 
** Sir^ (thefe are the exprclfions) been lifual in this coknjj 
*' the accejfion of a new governor^ to give the people an ofpm 

nity of a new ele^ion of reprefentatives. If your ExceUei 

conceives^ that fuch a nieafure^ in the prefent Jiate of affck 
•' will be confijient with his Majejlfs fervice^ and the fecur 
** of this his loyal colony^ it will be agreeable to usj and to i 
•* people we have the honour to reprefent. 

^ The importance of the buftnefs under our confideratm^ a, 
** the difpatch neceffary to aceomplijh it, will plead our exeufe 
** your Excellency for not being earlier in this addrefs* 

** And herCy Sir^ we fhould have endedy were we not inp 
" tice bound to pay fome acknowledgment to the adminijiroi 
** of your Excellency's predeceffor^ the Lietitenant-Goverm 
*' whofe upright intentions y as far as we had opportunities ofi 
*' covering them^ ever tended to his Majefifs honour and } 
** vice^ and the welfare and profpcrity of this colony*'* 

Mr. De Lancey is one of the moft fortunate of m< 
While the people impatiently expected a diffolution^ 
exprefs arrived, on the 1 2th of September, with a conf 
ed, but alarming account of an action at Lake Geor| 
This rendered it neceflary for Sir Charles Hardy imme 
ately to proceed to Albany. Thither the Lieut. Govern 
accompanied him, and had thereby a fair opportunity 
engrofe and cajole him. I Ihall fufpend the relation or 1 
fuccefe, till I have laid before your Lordfliip the progr 
of the provincial army, and their repulfe of the French 

Major-General Lyman, being advanced with the troc 
to the Carrying-Place, about fixty miles from Albany, « 
waiting the arrival of General Johnfon, who fet out frc 
thence on the 8th of Auguft, with the train of artillei 
Lyman had begun a fort at the landing, on the eafl fide 
Hudfon's River, now called Fort Edward. About the 1 

t 
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T end of the months General Johnfon, with the main 
xly, moved forward fourteen mUes more northerly, and 
tcoed his camp at the fouth end of Lake George, before 
lied St. Sacrament. By fome Indians, who had been 
It out as fcouts, he received the following advices : That 
ey had difcovered a party of French and Indians at Ti- 
nderoga, fituate on the ifthmus between the north end 
Lake George and the fouthern part of Lake Champlain, 
:cen miles on this fide Crown-Point ; but that no works 
:re there thrown up. To have fecured this pafs, which 
aimanded the route to Crown-Point through the Lake, 
d been a meafure extremely advifable. Mr. Johnfon, 
formed of its importance, on the ift of September, 
ote to General Shirley, that he was impatient to get up 
. batteaux ; propofing then to proceed with part of the 
ops, and feize upon that pafs. The French, howe\'^er, 
ik advantage of the delay, and cut out work enough 

him at his own camp. 
Of the troops which failed from Breft in the ipring, 
ounting to about 3000, your Lordihip knows, eight 
KXpanies were taken with the Lys and Alcide men of 
r, who fell in with our fleet commanded by Admiral 
G:awen. One thoufand were landed at Louifburgh, 
ft the refidue arrived at Quebec, with Monf. de Vaud- 
.11, governor*general of Canada, and Baron Dicfkau, 
nmander of the forces. The French court, well ap- 
Ccd of the fingular confequence of Ofwcgo, had deter- 
ned to reduce it. Such being the Baron's inftruftions, 
immediately proceeded to Montreal ; from whence he 
ached 700 of his troops up the river, intending hinifelf 
*dily to join them with the remainder. Juft before he 
L made the neceflary preparations, Montreal was alarm- 
^th the news of our forming a numerous army near 
^e St. Sacrament, for the reduftion of iFort Frederick, 
C perhaps to penetrate into the heart of Canada. Whcre- 
Rip a grand council being held, the Baron was iinpor- 
Ikfid to proceed through Lake Champlain, for the defence 
that fortrcfe j nor was he, without great difficulty pre- 
led upon to alter his intended route. 
Diefkau, having in vain waited the coming up of our 
'Xyj at length refolved himfelf to adx^nce towards them ; 
P iVoL vii.] and, 
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and, i£ he proved vi(?torious, to defolatc our northcj 
tleftieiit, lay the towns of Albany and Scheneclady in 
and cut oft all communication with Ofwego. A dn 
rcfolution, my' Lord ! And had he fucceedcd — I tr 
at the thought— had he fiicceeded-^but the Supreni 
pofer of events had not yet devoted us to ruin ; and 
rote, like the C(!^unfels of Achitophel, blafted the fangi 
purpofe. 

For the execution df this defign, he embarked a1 
St. Frederick with aooo men in batteaux, and land 
the South fiay.* OY this movement. Gen. Johnfen 
not the leaft intitnatiOru till his fcouts difcovered thd 
ual departure from the ISouth Bay towards Fort Ed 
By an Englilh prifoner the baron was told that the 
was defencelefs, and our camp at the Lake, when he 1 
a few days before. Without lines, and deftitute of cai 
Having approached within two miles of Fort Edwan 
opened his dciign to his troops, confifting of 600 tti 
as many Indians, and 200 regulars. To animated' 
re^lars, who feemed difincllned to the attack propofc 
allured them, that inevitable muft be their fuccefs ; ^ 

on reducing this fort, the Englifli camp muft need 

be abandoned, and their army difperfe in weat difa 
" that this would enable them to fubdue Albany ; an 
" ftarving the garrifon of Ofwego, fuperadd to thor 
" que{|: the abiblute dominion ot Ontario.'* With w 
ever Intrepidity this harangue infpired his European ttc 
the Canadians and favages, fearful of our cannon, wen 
terly averfe to the fcheme ; but declared their wiffinj 
to furprife our camp, where they expefted nothing bcf 
mufquetry.f Thus difappointed in iiis principal defif 
changed his route, and began to move againft the mainl 
at the Lake. Gen. Johnfon, on the information d 
fcouts, had difpatched feparate meffengers to Fort E* 
with advice of the enemy's approach towards that gan 
of which one was unfortunately intercepted ; the reft 

ot back, reported, that they had defcried the enemy ; 
our miles to the north\vard of the fort. Inftead of a 






* About 1 6 miles from the Engliih encampment. 

f Our artillery was got up to the camp from Fort Edward, bn 
or two before the a<ftion, of which the French had no intelligence 
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Dipt to difcover tl^e ftrcngth of the guard left with 
itteaux at the South Bay, which might eafily have beea 
t off, a council of war refolved the next morning to d«- 
zh I GOG men, with fome Indians, to fall upon, or, as Mr. 
hnfon expreffes it in his letter to the feveral governors, 
to cau/j the enemy in their retreat.*' On this fervice 
immanded CoL Williams, a brave officer, who met the 
iron within four miles of our camp. 

The Englifli, my Lord, were encamped on the banks of 
ike George, being covered on either fide by a low, thick- 
ooded fw^amp. After the march of the detachment, Gen. 
ihnibn drew up the cannon, then at 500 yards diftancc 
om the front. Trees were aifo felled, to form fome fort 

breailwork : and this w^ aU his coyer againft an attack, 
ving hitherto flxangely delayed the proper retrenchments. 
About aa hour after Williams's departure, a heavy fire 
MS h^ard ; which evidently approzuJiing, Gep. Johnfon 
iged rightly, that our detachment was retreating ; for 
e French were fuperior in number, amounting to about 
00. Upon this he fent out a reijiforcemcnt to fupport 
2in ; which was very judicioufly conduiJtcd, on the deat)| 
Williams, by Lieutenant Colonel Whiting, a Connedi- 
t c^cer, who gained much wpUufe at the redudtion ef 
lUifhiurgh. Gen, Johnfon inj^rms the governors, " That 
^bout half an hour after eleven^ the enemy appeared in Jighty and 
marched along the road in very regular order ^ dire&ly upon our 
center : That they made a f mall half^ about 1 50 yards from the 
brea/i'Work^ when the regular troops made the grand and center 
attack ; while the Canadians and Indians fquatted and difperf 
^d on our flanksJ"^ This halt was the Baron's capital err 
r ; for, ajnidft the confternation of the camp, had he 
>fely followed up the detachment, he ha4 eauly forced 
.eir lines, and gained ^ complete vidory, But by cpp- 
auing for Ibme time a platoon fire, with little execution 
. that diftance, our men recovered their fpirits. As foon 
i the artillery beg^i to play, Dieilkau and his regular? 
nyind themfelvjes totally deferted by the militia 2uad fayar 
esj who all Ikulked into the fwamps, took to tree$, 5m4 
laiatained a fcattered fire upon our flanks, for fome time, 
dth variable and intermitting briikneis* Having ^ow no 
>a)jxiand of any part of his army, except his handful of 

regulars, 
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regulars, the Baron thought proper to retire ; which he 
did in very great diforder. A party from the camp fol- 
lowed him, fell upon his rear, difperfed the remaining foL 
diers about him, and being himfelf wounded in the le^, 
was found refting on a ftuihp, utterly abandoned and defti- 1 Gc 
tute of fuccour. Feeling for his watch, to furrender it, I th 
one of our men, fufpecting him in fearch of a piftol, pour- 1 \ 
ed a charge through his hips ; of which wound he is not I e 
yet recovered. Upon his retreat, the militia and Indians I a 
retired in fmall parties : and as the Englilh negleded to I \ 
continue the purfuit, they halted about four miles frotn | a 
the camp, at the very place where the engagement happen- 
ed in the morning. Opening their packs for refrefhment^ 
they here entered into confultation, refpeftinz a fecoiid at- 
tack. Why the enemy was not purfued, when their r^ 
treat became general, no tolerable reafon has ever yet beat 
affigned j and Mr. Johnfon, in his letter, feems very artfbl- 
ly to evade it. Nothing, however, could be more ftatu- 
nate than the gallant behaviour of a party, coniiftin^ of 
about 200, led by Capt. M^Ginnes, who had been detaoied 
from Fort Edward, to the aififtance of the main body. 
They fell upon the French in the evening, put an end to 
their confultations, and gave them a total overthrow. 
M'Ginnes died of the wounds he received in this rencoun- 
ter, having fignalized himfelf by a fpirit and condud that 
would have done honour to a more experienced officer. 

Mr. Wraxall, in his letter to the Lieut. Governor of 
New- York, told him, he flood fo near Gen. Johnfon, when 
the latter received his wound, that " he thought he faw I ni; 
the ball enter :" which curious piece of intelligence was I liv 
obliterated before its publication. I only mention this dr- cor 
cumftance to convince your Lordfhip, that the moft intr^ coi 
pid foldier hath not always the fame prefence of mind. te 

If the dulk of the evening was too far advanced, before ^ 
the repulfe at the Lake, for an immediate purfuit, (whidi po 
by the' way could not be the cafe, fince M -Ginnes's encoun- i 
ter was fubfequent) yet the negled of it the next day ad- v 
mits of no colourable apology. Mr. Lyrrian urged it with c 

treat warmth ; but the General, with moft of the field of- i 
cers, are accufed of an equal difmclination. Mr. Johnfon, 
to judge by his letter,. feemed well fatisfied with his efcape^ 

and 
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and detentuned with this aftion to dofe the prcfcnt cam% 
paign. It was probably to avoid the profecution of the 
expedition, that he tranfmitted no account of the battle to 
General Shirley ; contenting himfelf>Rnth requefting Lieut. 
Governor Phipps to fend a copy of his letter from Bofton, 
though his own Situation was 200 miles nearer to Ofwego. 
The gentleman at Albany, to whom his difpatchcs were 
entruued, fufpefting their contents, and conceiving their 
oommunication to the General abfolutely neceffary for his 
Majefty's fervice, broke open the letter to Governor Phipps> 
and fent an exprefs with a copy to Ofwego. 

The Indians, during the whole of the engagement, fome 
of the Mohawks only excepted, retired from the camp, 
waiting the event of the confli£l at a convenient diftance, 
JN'or indeed was their ailiftance expected, by thofe who 
loiew their boafted fidelity was a mere delufion, and Mr, 
Johnfbh's fo much magnified influence, what it has fincc 
appeared to all men, the grofleft impofture. They even 
declared before their march, they intended not to engage, 
3Ut to be witneffes of the gallantry of our troops. And 
tiad Diefkau won the day, equally ready had they been to 
[calp their brethren the Englifh, as now they appeared to 
^xercife their brutal dexterity on the French. Moreover, 
they came in a body to Albany, immediately after the bat- 
tle, on pretence of celebrating the fuccefs of our arms, and 
to condole with the widows of thofe who fell in the action. 
This, fays one of Mr. Johnfon's encomiafts, is their cuf- 
Lom ; fubjoining prophetically, that the)' were in a fort- 
night after their departure to return to the camp. The 
[avaees, my Lord, obferve no fuch cuftom, fave on the 
::onaufion of an enterprife ; whereas this was fcarcdy 
;:ommenced : and as to their return, it is notorious they 
never did. Befides, had the General the real intereft pre- 
tended, would he not, for once, have induced them to poft- 
ponc their triumphant feftivity, and untimely condolence, 
when their prefence at the camp, would they really fight, 
was of indifpenfible neceflity ; and himfelf in expeftation 
of a lecond attack ; nor, by the ftrain of his letter, exempt 
from a little perturbation of mind ? 

To render the luftre of this gentleman's charafter ftill 
snore refulgent, by preventing any one's fliaring with him 

the 
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the glory of the day, a junto combined at the Qsmp» a»4 
framed a letter*, impeaching Mr. Lyman, the Cbcond in 
gommand, of daftardly carriage, whi^h they procnted oni 
Cole, a fellow of no reputation, to fign, and convey to tho 
preis. A notable inftance of the amazing latitude to wlud) 
an invidious fpirit is capable of proceeding ; fo true is the 
poet's obfervation, 

--— n — Men that make 
- Envy and crooked malice nourifhment. 
Dare bite the beft. ■ ■ ShakeJ^. 

For, in reality, no man, my Lord, behaved with inoft 
magnanimity, than the unfortunate objeft of their jealoufy; 
and from his fuperior merit actually arofe their maUgnity,as 
he thence rivalled their deified idol. The reafon why di 
much injured oflSicer deferred his vindication, was not only 
the difgraceful name of his calumniator, but becaufe li 
cxpefted that juftice from the public ; who, accordingJyi 
in teftimony of his merit, vefted him, the next camp?i:^ 
with the fame important poft. But numbers of witne^ 
eye witneffes, utterly impartial, and not belonging to Ac 
camp, are ready to depofe, that by thsm he was feen Mjti 
ing like a lion, and expofing his life in the hotteft armc 
battle ; not to mention a gentleman! of undoubted vfXk 
city, to whom Gep. Johnfcn, two days after the adiofii 
frankly acknowledged, in his tent, that to Lymgn was 
chiefly to be afcribed the honour of the viftory, 

I Ihall now, my Lord, take the liberty to make a few 
remarks on Mr* Johnfon*s letter to the governors ; and a* 
;imine the reafons afiigned againft purfuing his advantage, 
as well as thofe alleged for not profeditmg the eape$- 
tion. The repulfe of the French delivered us from fuch ufr 
fpeakable calamity, naturally to be apprehended from dc 
enemy^s fuccefs, that we have infinite reafon to thank the 
God of Armies, for thus remarkably refcuin^ us from thr 
jaws of perdition. Nor ought we to mention either oitf 
oflicers or men, who generally behaved as well as could be 
expefted, without a fuitable tribute of gratitude. Bot 

the 

-Minds that will mount into fuperior Hate, 



Climb ihifchicPs ladder Richarif^r MeffJa» 

t Col. John R^cnffelaer, of Albany. 
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c General's own letter will enable me to convince your 
)rdfhip, that the magnificent trophies, erected to his 
ne, fprung wholly from the New- York cabal ; whofe 
vices, when encircled with his laurels, he was ever after 
acknowledge and retaliate 

— ^fana redemitus tempora lauro 

— veterem Anchifem agnofdt amicum. 

• this letter he appears fo confcious of deferving repre* 
nfion, rather than applaufe, that the latter part of his 
.ftle is apparently calculated to divert all inquiry into 
I tnic reafon of his not purfuing the enemy, and brcak- 
l up the campaign, without paying a vifit to Crown- 
int. " Our men (fays he) have /tiered fo much fatigue 
^or three days fafi^ and are conflantly Jtanding upm their 
irms by day^ half the whole upon guard by nighty and the refl 
r> dxfum armed and accoutred^ that both officers and men are 
ilmoji worn outJ*^ I cannot help thinking, tliat had the 
ineral begun his breaft-work more feafonably, and not 
ited for intelligence of the enemy's advancing, before 
ordered up his cannon, his men had been lefs fatieued 
this redoubtable aftion. But left the world fliould re- 
in in the dark about the real grounds of his apprehen- 
1, he proceeds : " The enemy may rally ; and we judge 
'hey have corifiderable reinforcements near at hand.^* I quef- 
n, my Lord, whether the whole circle of hiftory affords 
ingle inftance of an army's rallying, after the daughter 
1000 men (his own computation) out of about 1800, the 
icde force of the enemy. And whence he conjcftured 
»y had any reinforcements fo near at hand, as not to be 
e to join their routed detachment, ftill remains one of 
)ie arcana of ftate, which, by common underftandings, 
lot to be fathomed : or, if the French confifted of 200 
;nadiers, 800 Canadians, and 700 Indians, (the Baron's 
ount to the General) fo great a flaughter, as is pretend*- 
by the letter, with the lofe of the greateft part of the 
ncipal officers, and Monf. St. Herre, who had the chief 
nmand and influence over the Indians, muft have re- 
ced them to lefs than 800. From thefe, one would 
vc imagined, there was no danger of a fecond attack. 
r more probable was it, that for fo momentous an en- 

terprifct 
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terprife, as the reduction of the forts before-mentioned, 
the French had muftered all the forces they could ipare 
from Crcrvvn-Point and Ticonderoga, where many of the 
regular troops were pofted ; efpecially, as they went un-- 
furniflied with cannon. Add to this, that our army was 
now fluflied with viftory ; the enemy, on the contrary, 
difconcerted ; and, according to his account, mdft of thdr 
principal officers, and many of their men, flaili ; the In- 
dians too, by the death of St. Pierrcj probably were veriM 
and diffipated. This, if fuch were the facts, was a glon- 
ous opportunity to difpoffefs them of Ticonderoga. But 
.the longer they were fuffered to fortify, the more ardvxouj 
the talk to diflodge them^ and the greater the lofs of our 
prefent advantage, refulting from their defeat and our 
fuccefs. Befides, wiis there any probability of their re* 
turn the next day, to re-aflault the camp' with mufquetrvy 
when the effefts of our* cannon (admitting them to hav8 
done the pretended execution^) were fUil fo recent in 
their memories \ and to the Indians, even the firft time fo 
vifibly tremendous ? But the cautious general fubjoins ; 
We do not think it either prudent or fafe to be fending oid 
parties in fearch of the dead^ I agree, it had been more 
for his Majefty's fcrvice to have diipatched them in pur- 
fuit of the living. After a fliort paragraph concerning the 
.Wounded, his panic returns : *^ / think we may expeily veri 
f^Jhorily^ a more foty)iidable attacW^ More formidable tlian 
what ? Why, than that of their regulars firing at a dif- 
tance, and the Canadians and Indians running away; 
'* and that the enemy will then come with artillery ^^ I won- 
der whether this gendeman expefted to reduce Crown- 
Point without being expofed to the French artillery ? But 
whence this furmife of a more formidable attack, he tliinks 
not proper to communicate. It was well known, the 
whole force fcnt from France amounted to about 3000 : 
that of thcfe. Admiral Bofcawen took eight companies, and 
1000 were in garrifon at Louifburgh. Admitting, there- 
fore, that all the reft arrived at Quebec, without any lols, 

(a favourabk 

* The cannon were fo ill ferved, and highl}*^ elevated, that diey did> 
beyond all controverfy, no execution at all ; hone of the dead being oh- 
fcrvcd to hare been killed by cannon Ihot : but amongft the tops of the 
trees, thirty and forty feet high, they made great and ufelefs havock. 
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(a fiyourable conceffion) the utmoft amount that reached 
Canada was about 1700 ; of which 500 were at CadaraqUi ; 
£0 that, without any allowance for thofe killed at the camp, 
or in the mock pulfuit which enfued, the whfde number 
of regulars that arrived with Die(kau, Ind coiUd come a* 
gainu him, but little exceeded i ioo. The gentleman pro- 
ceeds : " The laie CoL Williafns bad the ground cleared for 
•• building ajlockadedfort : our men arefo harajfed^ and obliged 
^^ to be upon watcbfut duty^ that I think it would be both unfea^ 
^ /enable^ and I fear in vain^ to fet them at work upon the de^ 
Jignedfort. I dejign to ordet the New-Hampjhire regiment up 
•* bere^ to reinforce us ; and I hope fame df the dejigned rein" 
•• forcements will be with us in a few days. When thefe frcjh 
•* troops arrive^ IJhair^ — ^I dare fay your Lordihip expeOs 
at leaft the demolition of Fort St. Frederick : notning like 
it — " / Jhall immediately fet about building a fort^^ Still the 
ftrongeft fymptoms ot terror and alarm : for, it is evident 
from this pauage, he had now laid afide all thoughts of 
profecuting the expedition, fhould even fuccours arrive, 
and in greater numbers than were neceffary. All his puif* 
iant purpofes teritiinated now " in fetting about building a 
Jlort^^ And if indeed he thought Crown-Point impregna- 
ble by the army then under his command, above 4,000 
ibrong, he muft neceflarily conclude it would be found fd 
^he next year, by double the number : and if then at- 
-tempted through Another route, his grand fortrefe at the 
^nd of the Lake was abfolutely ufdefs. Nor would it 
||)rove any defence to the country between Lake George 
and Hudfon's River^ while the French could penetrate it 
by two Other more ufual paflages, the South-Bay and 
XV'ood-Creek ; through the former of which they had ac- 
tually marched to his camp. And as to their formidable 
Bttadc with artillery, whence could they bring it, but from 
Crown-Point ? And if they learnt, he intended, in the 

Erefent campaign, nothing beyond building a ftockaded 
>rt, that very intelligence was fufficient to induce them to 
dttaxtk the camp with cannon ; againft which, I am confi- 
deilt) his fort would make but a very indifferent reliftance. 
fiut, in reality, it was moft probable they would exert their 
U^rts in ftrengthening Crown-Point and Ticondcroga ; 
Q iVoU vii.] the 
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the reduflion of wliich^ for not imprpying our fUccefe $ 
the catnp, will €oft ys a yaft addition of blood s^nd treafiire 
Thus, my Lord^ ended this CJxpenfive expedition in ete^- 
ihg a wooden fort ; faulted by MjC- Mohtrefor* ; and, I 
'daf e iay, derided by the enemy. So tji^t if ever a^iy man 
obtained laurels "without earning th,enci, it was th^s fortB- 
nate general ; who, by the fpleiidid repfefentations of 1^ 
fecretary, and the fpvereign decree of his patron, is exalt^ 
into an eminent hero. To the panegyric4 pen of M?. 
Wraxal, and the — ^fic volo fie jubeo— of Lieut. G07. JDc 
Laiicey, is to b^ afcribed that riughty renown, whidS. eck<^ 
ed through the colonies, reverberated to Europe, and ck 
vated a raw, inexperienced you^h into a kind of £bcoii^ 
Marlborough. 

Fortunate puer, tu nunc eris alter ab iSo. 

So capricious is fortune, and fo fond of fpoitijig witb i*- 
man affairs. The emperor Severus, (I think it is Her(Hiiaa 
tells the ftory ) when obliged to raife the fiege of Atraa, tb 
6nly attempt in which he had ever been baffled, thoi^ 
himfelf conquered becaufe he did not conquer : biit om 
hero, it feems, is a conqueror becaufe he was not conq;B0^ 
ed. When a general finds himfelf attacked in his. caili|k > 
very quaker, methinks, would forget his prindiplcfl^ Vii 
follow, in fpite of Baxday and the m.eeting, the poiKefM 
didates of i^atuxe's incentive to felf-defence. Asa did tb 
valour of our warrior carry him an inch farther I Did k 
purfue an enemy, who, by flying, with the lo£a of abort 
thirty men, exhibited- a full proof of a moft extraord^uoaij 
pufillanimity ? Or, if his wound (which, confidering it iO» 
made by a ball vifible in. its flight t<) his aid-dt^camp^ inil 
have been very capacious) rendered his perfis^iiaj: puiAit 
imprafticable, were any orders given to imprpve th^ kh 
tune of the day, and deflxoy a fugitive army ?- Was. 00b 
on the contrary, the noble ardor of thofe who ofi'e^tl 
purfue, by pofitive orders, repr^Gjd ; and a poltron fi 
verfary fuffered to efcape, whofe recent cowardice prott^ 
a general flaughter, and who, in their prefent panic, h^ 
fallen a lacrifice to our victorious arms ? 

ITiefe are fa<9s of inconteftible notoriety : and if y* 
Lordftij 

* Chief Engineer, 
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Lordfliip demands, whence then tjie accounts that fix or 
eight hundted, nay a thoufand, fell before the cahip, 
(when, in reality, the enemy loft not above two hundred 
in 4JI the three engagements, which is lefs than our own 
lofe) thete is no other way 6£accounting for thefe glaring 
ifiifreprefeiitations^ than that it fuited our prefent fyftem of 
{Iblitics f have this aftion exaggerated and magnified. It 
i?Cris neceflarjr to exalt Johnfoh, in order to depreis Shir- 
ley ; aftd they, who had reprefented the expedition againft 
Ct6Wh.t*6int of fuch prodigious importance, thought it ad- 
vifeable to render every thing important that was tranfaft- 
ed iti that expedition. Every m^n among us knew it to 
be an impofition ; ahd yet ran the rilk of having his head 
broke for offering to doubt it. It was notorious, not 
sLbbve thirty of the enemy were found flain at the camp ; 
and that the reft of the dead could neither fly into the ^r, 
lior dive into the eatth. Where then was the remainder ? 
T6 alitidpate the qt^on, leil any one flxquld have efioh- 
tery enough to ftart it, they were carried off by a flying 
enemy, who took to their heels to fave their own Uves ; 
and yet vir&e fo anxiotis about their dead, as to carry them 
all along* Such manifeft contradidlions are we obliged to 
beHcTcF 

Nay, to excufe thb favourite General, the blame of not 
following his advantage, has been thrown on Mr. Shirley, 
amd attributed to his pofitive dire£Hons. Befides the ab- 
furdity of the accufatipn, that he could be acceflbry to an 
omiffion of this nature, it was abfolutely impoflible for him 
to know whether the enemy would at all rifls: an attack. 
Your Lordfhip will cpnfider, the General was then at leaffi 
365 miles from the place of aftion, nor advifed of it till 
Aine days after it happened. But when he received the 
intelligence^ fo hx from direfting to the iriaftivity of a 
merely defenfive coriduft, that he difpatched repeated ex- 
prefles to Mr. Johnfon, urging him, in the moft prefling 
terms, to purfue the advantage alr^uly obtained ; and if 
unable to proceed in perfon, to colnmit the charge of the 
troops to Major-General Lyman : or, if he found it im- 
{urafticable to inveft Crown-lPoint that feafon, at leaft to 
make himlelf mafter, if poffible, of the enemy's advancecf 
poll jit Ticonderoga. But all was incffeftual ; the laurd 

being 
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being already acquired, fortune was not again to be put to 
a deAperztc venture. 

We vill now, if your Lordfliip pleafes, return to Qfwcr 
go, wher? General Shirley arrived the 21ft of Auguft, and 
tike 51 view of the courfe of his proceedings in that quarter. 

Your Lordlhip may remember, that the troops marched 
from Schenectady with fcarce half the number of batteai; 
men, which contraded for the fervice j and thefe, by frc^ 
quent defertions, gradually decreafed. Hence the tran/^ 
portation of pro^duons, through this Ions; trad^ of countiy^ 
was fo much impeded, that, until the ktter end of Sep- 
tfunber, it was unpoilible, upon that account, to move 
from Ofwego. 

The general, however, had, in the mean tim?, made al 
the neceflary preparations for the expedition to Niagara ; 
and as thci arrival of a large convoy with provifions viu. 
then hourly expefted, he held a council of war, at his camf^ 
on the 1 8th of September ; ?it yrhich were prefent 

Ifis Excellency the General, 
Lieut. Col. Ellifon, Major Bradftreet, Adj. Gen. 

Lieut. GoL Mercer, Capt. Barford, 

Col. Schuyler, Capt. Broadley, Com. of the 

Capt. Patten, * vefleb on the Lake* 

Major Littlehales, 

The general informed this council, that through the great 
defertion of batteau-men, the fcarcity of waggons on the 
Mohawk River, and the defertion of fledgemen at the 
Great Carrying-Place, the conveyance of provifions and oth- 
^r ftores had been fo much retarded, that there had not i 
been at any time fince his afri v^, a fufficient quantity of j 
dry provifions to enable him to go upon ^dioji : but as a 1 
large fupply would probably very foon arrive, he was de- 
|:ermined to proceed immediately. He thought proper to 
inform them of his intdUgence concerning the fituation and 
ftr^ngth of the enemy, \diich was to this purppfe : That 
before he left the Oneidji Carry-Place, two truliy Indians, 
with as many Albany traders, were fent as fpies to Niagara ; 
who, after fourteen days abfence, returned with an account, 
Th^t the Indians had been two days in the French fort 
there, which was built partly of ftone, but principally of 
^ ^ logs, 
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TS, being in a weak and ruinous condition : that the gar- 
on conufted of about 60 French and 1 00 Indians, who 
d they had for fome time expefted 900 Indians and a 
antity of ftores from Canada ; but were apprehenfive 
nr veflels were taken : that letters came in frequently 
>m Fort Du Quefhe, whence alfo they expefted a confid- 
ible reinforcement. The fpies added, that the Indians 
jre difouftcd at the divifion of the fpoils on the defeat of 
jnerai praddock, and that the French had loft 30 men in 
It engagement : that they faw many Englifh fcalps, with 
arge quantity of cloaths and furniture : that the French 
d there 70 or 80 large batteaux, with which they intend- 
to meet and board pur veflels : and this article was con- 
med by another Indian, who fet out after the fpies, and 
meting one of our row-gallies, cautioned the commander 
linft a nearer approach to Niagara. 
His Excellency 2ufo informed tlie council, that an Indian 
7 had been with the Outawawas, who aflifted the French 
the aftion at Monongahela y that they had declared their 
rlination to lay down the hatchet ; and that others, more 
rfterly, gave the like intimations ; which had induced 
Ti to dilpatch four meflengers with belts of wampum, to 
/ite them into our alliance^ or at leaft to engage their 
utrality. 

Upon the general's arrival at Ofwego, he thought it ne- 
Tary to procure intelligence from Frontenac j arid for 
It purpofe fent out a party of white men and Indians, 
10 returned about the 8th of September, with informa- 
n, that they landed upon an ifland, about fix furlongs 
\m the fort, from whence they had a full view of it ; 
It it was built in a bay, near the edge of the water, and 
•rounded by a ftone wsdl ; the land behind it cleared, 
d rifing in a gradual acclivity ; that two veflels, of about 
tons each, lay moored in the harbour, unrigged, and 
thout guns ; that at the eaft end of the fort, there was a 
^lar encampment, and fix marquis tents ; from the ex- 
it of which they imagined it contained about^3 or 400 
in. Upon the fide ofthe bay, oppofite the fort, the land 
oJ6d:ed about half a mile : between this and the Ifland 
sy were upon, was another little ifland, about three quar- 
ts oi 2L nulc from the fort, inhabited by about twenty In- 
dian 
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dian families. The fpies added, that tliere were feveral 
ether adjacent iflands ; but they difcovered no batteauzi 
His excellency farther acquainted the council, that an Inciias 
that came to Ofwego about the time of his arrival, and ha4 
left Frontenac nine days before, declared there were tluity 
French within the fort ; a confiderable quantity of powder^ 
and many guns mounted on the furrounding wafl, whidllj 
was about ux feet thick ; and the encampment without 
confifted of 6oo foldiers. The information of Redhead, to. . 
the fame ettccl, was alfo laid before the council, with thc| \ 
addition, that there were two encampments, one of Cux^, 
dians, and the other of regulars, in a hollow, undi{covGra-| { 
ble from the ifland ; and that he was told, by tht ossA ^ 
mandant, of a much larger number of troops ezpeftoll ^ 
with the General, lately arrived from France ; when th^ 
propofed to inveft Ofwego. Gen. Johnfon's letter of tis 
I ft of September, Hgnifying, that his fcouts informftd Ufll \^ 
of the departure of xoo canoes to Frontenac, was .^Ifo (goJ ^j 
iidered : and from thefe articles of intelligence, the a^cow f, 
of the arrival of the French troops, the fufpenfion of aflal ^ 
tercourfe between Frontenac and Niagara, and their lyin ^^ 
ftill fo long at the former, his Excellency obferved, it fil ^ 
not improbable their defign might be to make a deftenti 
Ofwego, if the whole force proceeded on the expedition 
Niagara, which was about 150 miles to the weftw^rd 3 all f 
fron> whence, at that advanced feafon, they could not J ^ 
turn in left than thirty days. That this was the mr* 
probable, as Ofwego was of the greateft importance for 
curing the frontiers of the wcftern ccdonies, maintaiiii 
the Britifh dominion over the great lakes, and the cQuni 
beyond the Apalachian mountains. He alfo took notice 
the defencelels ftate of Ofwego, which would render il 
neceffary to leave a ftrong garrifon there : that the BUftl \ 
t)er of effectives at that time in the three regiments andifrj 
dependent companies, including feijeants and corponh 
amounted to 1376 ; and that the irregulars, who were A 
J)any men and Indians, procured by his own emi^uribi 
^onfifted only of 1 20. For the better fecurity of the platt 
the General had ordered to be built, with all po^bk dBf 
patch, a ftrong, wooden fort, capable of mounting cannont 
with pickets and a ditch, on a hig^ point, commandii^ 

the 



n 
t 



3 
t 



c 
1 



in North-America^ from ifSif^^TS^- xig 

tiie old fort on the eaft fide of the river. This, he ob- 
feryed, was already begun, and would foon be completed : 
and that for the propofed enterprife, he had built and 
equipped a floop and fchooner bf fixty tons each ; two 
row-gallies, each of twenty tons ; with eight whale-boats, 
?ach capable of carrying fixteen men. He then informed 
^hem of his intention to embark for Niagara, as foon as 
the expefted convoy arrived, with 600 regulars, including 
gfunners and matroffes, befides the Albany and Indian ir- 
regulars, one 18 pounder, four 12 pounders, a ten-inch 
inortar, a feven-inch howet, two royals, and five fmall 
fwivel-howets j the veffels, whale-boats, and a competent 
number of batteaux } leaving behind him 700 effeftives, 
two 12 pounders, ten 6 pounders, fix 3 pounders, and 
eight cohorns. 

The council, upon this reprefentation, were unanimouf- 
ly of opinion, in anfwer to the fcveral quefl:ions propofed, 
that the force intended for the Niagara expedition was 
liifficient : but with refpeft to Ofwego, fome imagined it 
v^ould not be defenfible : the majority, however, were of 
contrary fentiments. All agreed, that a feint upon Front- 
enac, while his excellency was gone to Niagara, was by no 
means advifeable. They univerfally concurred in opinion, 
that a fort ought to be erefted on the weft fide of the old 
fort : and that it would be for his Majefly*s fervice to pre- 
pare materials for building one or more veffels, larger than 
any of thofe already upon the lake, capable of mounting 
ten 6 pounders, beudes fwivels, two more row-gallies, and 
a hundred good whale-boats. 

In confequence of this advice, 600 regulars were draught- 
ed, the artfflery and ordnance ftores flupped on board the 
floop Ontario, part of the provifions on board the floop 
Ofwego, and the refidue was ready for the row-gallies, 
whale-boats, and batteaux. While thefe preparations were 
making, the weather was extremely wet and tempeftuous. 
The rams began to fall fo heavily on the i8th of the month, 
that on the beft chofen ground the tents of the foldiers 
were overwhelmed. As 400 of the troops muft have gone 
iii dj^ boats, it was impoffible to pafs the lake, with any 
fafet^, till the ftorm abated ; which was on the 26tfa of the 
month, when orders were itnmediately ifihed for the em- 
barkation 
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barkation of the troops : but thefe co\kld not be carried 
into execution. Though the rains ceafed for a fiiort ipace 
of time, the weftern winds began to blow with redoubled 
fury ; and were again fucceeded by continual rains for 
thirteen days togetner. During this boifterous weather, 
numbers fell fick, whofe tents were an infuffident Ihelter ; 
and the IncUans, well acquainted \dth the climate, went o$ 
declaring the feafon too far advanced to admit of an expe* 
dition upon the lake. 

In the midft of thefe difficulties, another council, con- 
iifting of the fame members who compofed the lafl, was 
called on the 27th of September. The general acquainted 
them with the untoward ftate of aflPairs, and fome of hii 
lateft advices. He obferved as follows : That the preced- 
ing day, eight batteaux were arrived, with 48 barrels of 
flour, and 13 of bread ; fo that there was then 14 days iiill 
aDowauce ot thofe fpecies of provifions for 20005 being tho 
number then in his camp : That he thought it neccffary to 
take with him 2 1 ,000 weight of bread and flour, -wluch, 
for 700 men, forty days, amounted only to three-fourths 
of the ufual jJlowance : that, in fuch cafe, there "would be 
left with the garrifon only 8000 weight of bread ancf flour, 
at half allowance for only twelve days : but, by advices 
received from the Carrying-Place and Mohawk River, he 
had the greateft reafon to expeft fuch a quantity of provi- 
fions, in a few days, as would be a full fupply for fbme 
months : that a party of men with two officers in whale^ 
boats, fent feven days before to Frontenac, to difcover the 
enemy *s motions, were returned, with the following report : 
That they went into the harbour, and few the fort, w^hidi 
appeared to be a regular fquare, &ced with flone, having 
four embrafures in the front : that the encampment con- 
fifted of above 100 tents : that two brigantines of about 
40 tons each, and a fmall floop, lying tlien at anchor, were 
rigged, and the fails of one of them bent ; and a number 
ofbatteaux lay near the walls of the fort. He commuiu* 
cated to them alfo a copy of the orders and inftru£tions giv- 
en to the French regulars fent thither ; which were taken 
from baron Dielkau, in the aftion.at Lake George : whence 
It appeared, that ten companies of the Queen's battalion 
inarched from Montreal to Cadaraqui, in two divifiona, up- 
on 




ire 



in North-America^ from 1753 to 1756. ili 

^5^^^^ &^ and fecond of Auguft, together with 250 Clna- 

^J^ j?^» cxdufive of Indians : the number of men therefore! 

^^^j^^xitenac, including the garrifon, might amount to 1000 

<^^^^^ves, originally ddligned, as appears from thofe papers^ 

f-^^ ^-^ attack upon Ofwego. He farther took notice of 

cV^^ departure of fome of our Indians, and their unanimous 

1^ ^yPy^ion, that the attempt agdnf): Niagara could not fucceed 

-O^^ leafbn ; on which account, the remainder were refolv-^ 

Cf^ to return to their refpeftive caftles ; giving, neverthe- 

"^^^ the higheft aflurances of their willingnefs to join us in 

inuch greater numbers in the fpring: that the Albany traders 

'were of the lame opinion ; that the batteaux, though well 

- adapted for the navigation of fmall rivers, could not live 

^ on the lake' in fuch tempeftuous weather as had continued 

' for a fortnight paft : that Lieut. Holland, who had refided 

there above three years, declared it was commonly windy 

sind wet, with few fair days intervening, during the fall : 

That it was, befides, now imprafticable for the veffels and 

l>atteaux to fail in concert : and as the vefiels and whale- 

lx)ats would not contain all the fupplies, there was the ut- 

mofl danger of fpoiling that part of the proviiions and am'- 

snunition, which muft be conveyed in the batteaux ; in 

c:onfequence of which many of them might be cut off ; it 

"feeing more than probable, from the weaknefs of their fort, 

tihe enemy would attack them on the lake : That, from the 

^returns of the diredor and furgeons of the hofpital, the 

Slumber of the fick amounted to about 300, exdufive of 

officers ; which they imputed to the exceffive rains, and 

•epc -want of barracks. His Excellency informed them, he pro- 

vri v>ofed the ereftion of barracks, and a ftrong redoubt on the 

-Ha^ Aill, weft of the old fort, before the winter was too far ad- 

xt . -vanced, 

F ab Thefe matters, my Lord, were attentively confidered : 

-^ '^ "and the council of war prayed leave to add to the Gene- 
xuL." ral's reprefentation, That Major Bradftreet, fince his reli- 
iin~ dence there, was perfuaded 1650 Canadians had paffed by 
ns .■ from Cadaraqui to Niagara, for the Ohio ; a great part of 
tas: vrhom, through fcarcity of provifions, he conceived muft 
■"Jiezk then be upon their return to Canada ; and that a confide- 
t3iSk rable number of French traders go annually from Canada 
** t to Detroit, and other French fettlemciits to the weftward, 

R [r<?/. vii] who, 



who, at iliis f^albn, av€ generally upc}^i their ret^n^ s that 
th^ir piMTage hpHie is by the ^\^y qf Ni^^r^i witere, it is 
very prqbabkj they ^4 ^. the Frei^ch ym. tAXV^y m loRg 
2tp tii^r prpvilion^ admitf % tfee U^fonec of fo iqipcvt^nt 
^ p^ : Tl^at there w^re tfeen but few pvoper ba^tt§a>i^men 
^ Oiw^go ; nor coul4 t^ey be provide^ with ^ fuQkiecit 
Hi|n>bef , as thofc \y\ii> v^nderftpod tlie n)an«^ment of b^t- 
teaux \\=^rvi chiefly ea^ployed in the tranipoftation of pro^ 
virions tVom SchenedaUy to Ofwegp, mad from Albany to 
l.ake George ; ?^a4 that the foldier^ were unable to con-i 
duft them to Niagara, the lake b^ng turbulent g^^mlfy 
five days in fix. 

The advice of the coun^,, my I^wdj was unanimoufly 
to this effect : That the arrival of the batteaux with pro- 
yifions, though hourly fjypefted, wa^ by no nieans to be 
depended upon, there being fcalping parties in the ne^ 
bourhood ; one of which, fince the laft council of war, bd 
aftually killed three, and captivated two q£ the workxiK9 
employed in building the new fort on the eaft fide of the 
river : and the cutting off the batteaux was the ixiore to 
be apprehended^ asji the Indians in our aUiance were now 
returning to thcii' caftles. Nof 4id they think it advi& 
ble to ri& the troofKi UA batteaux upon the bdsie, at fo ad- 
vanced a fealbn of the year. They approved his tsifyf^W" 
ey's intention of raiflng barracks for the foldiers without 
delay ; and thought the fprt, on the esift fide of the OnQOij 
daga river, ought to be completed as foon as po&ble ; and 
again advifed the ere^ign of a work for mounting c2mnQD 
on the eminence weft of the old fort : all which, in thdr 
opinion, could not be effe£ked before the \vinteF was too ht 
let in, without employing the whole ftrength then at tbc 
place. They were alio unanimoufly and clearly of opifr 
ion, that his Excellency ought to defer any attempt on Ni- 
agara or Frontenac, till the next fpring ; when they had 
great reafon to expeft the jundion of a large body of the 
Six Nations, and fome of the French allies, who. had takcD , 
up the hatchet againft the Englifh, and were concerned 00 1 
the banks of the Monongahela. Befides., he might, in thf 
enfuing campaign, have a greater number of troops, whak- 
boats inftead of batteaux, and a more powerful naval foKft 
which they conceived ought to be provided againft tk 
nekt fpring. TTiij 
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This advice, nly Lord^ the General proceeded imtnedi. 

Tidy to cifry into ex^ution. Comjdeting the fort on the 

eaft fide of the river was a matter of principal attention, 

bedtufe fituated on a high point of land^ at 1 00 yards dif-> 

^ tanoe from the lake, commanding the ground round about 

' it ; the old fort at 450 yards diftance, and the entrance of 

^ the hat-bour. Its Circumference was 800 feet, being built 

' of logs frbiti 2b to 30 inches diameter^ and the outer wall 

fourteen feet highi Round it was to be a ditch fourteen 

feet bfdad and' ten deep. Within, a fquare log-houfe to 

overlook the walls, and barracks for 300 men. This fort, 

called Ontario, was to mount fixteen pieces of cannon, 

' An()thef, called OfWegO) was immediately begun, upon ah 

r eminence 450 yards well of the old fort. It was a fquare 

^ of i)ro feet, with baftions, and a rampart of /earth and ma« 

' Ibnry ; which^ befides the parapet, was to be twenty feet 

' thick, tvi^lve in height, with a ditch fourteen feet broad 

i and ten deep- The biftacks within were to contain 200 

: men^ This was to mount eight pieces of cannon ; being 

- made the mote defeniible, as it commanded a good landr 

ing, diftant 150 yards on the edge from the lake. 

While thefe works were carrying on, the General em- 
ployed himfelf in a neceflary attention to Indian affairs. 
He laboured to eftablifli fome of the principal Onondagas, 
ivho were, through negligence, become wavering ; and 
difpatched mefl^ges to thofe who were gone from us, and 
' fettled at Ofwagatchie, and to the Meflafagues and Chip- 
pawees on the jftorth fide of the lake Ontario. Others 
were fent to foment the difafFedion of the Outawawas, dif- 
gufted at the French partition of the plunder, on Brad* 
^dod^s defeat. With the Senecas, the remoteft from our 
fetdements of all the five cantotis, and therefore the moft 
debauched bv the French ; he fUcceeded fo well, that they 
now difmifled Joncaire, one of their emiffiiries, whofe 
father had been long fufiered to refide among them, in 
foite of our repeated remonftrances, and was the chief prc- 
icrvcr of the fort at Niagara. They alfo engaged to meet 
him, the next campaign, with j 60 of their warriors, and 
promiiS^, for the future, to rdfufe the afliftance they had 
formetly given the French, in tranfporting their furs, with 
horfes add fleds, acrofs the Niagara Carrying-Place ; as 

necefikry 
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neceflaiy there, as at any of our portages between Schen 
tady and Ofwego. When nothing fiuther could be pre 
cuted, the General retired from Ofwego the a^ik 6i OS 
ber, leaving 700 men in garrifon, under the command 
Lieut. Col. Mercer, with orders to continue the works pfi 
jefted for its defence. 

Having, my Lord, taken up too much of your time 
a drcun]&mtial relation of the procee^^ in this quart 
I ihall not trouble you with any refle£hons upon tliei 
Your Lordfhip has feen the infurmountable difficulties ; 
tending this weftern expedition ; and will doubtlds a 
prove our not hazarding the lofs of Ofwego. That £01 
would have been the event, had Mr. Shirley left the pla 
about the be^ning of Oftober, was wifely forefecn, fro 
the advices he had received ; and Baron Diefkau, juft i 
ter the action at Lake Georee, afiured a gentleman of di 
tinftion in the army, he queltioned not the Englifh Gener 
would make himfelf mafter of Niagara ; but that tl 
French had half the forces he brought with him fro: 
Breft, with a number of Canadians and Indians, at Fra 
tenac, ready, immediately on his departure, to inveft C 
wegp, and cut oflF his retreat. 

While the General was at Albany, after his return fro 
the Lake, forwarding the fupplies for the garrifon at C 
wego, prraaring for the operations of the next campaig 
and examming into the uate of the troops arrived the 
under Col. Dunbar, the city was alarmed by exprcf 
from General Johnfon, informing, that 8 or 9000 of t 
enemy were advancing towards him. Sir Charles Hard 
then at Albany, called in the militia ; and a detachment 
the re^ar troops, with a train of artillery, held thd 
fdves m readinefe to march at a moment's warning. B 
another exprefs gave reafon to believe thofe apprehenfio 
were ill-grounded, and General Johnfon's fears, in foi 
meafure, abated. It feems a few Indian fcouts had difa 
ered the tracks of a large army ; but Capt. Rogers, t 
brave officer before-montioned, came into the camp fo 
after them, and declared, the enemy were employed, 
the General had predifted in his letter to Mr. Johnfon 
the 19th of September, in throwing up works at Tia 
deroga. Upon which, the militia were difiniffed to th 
f fi%ediv« habitations. 
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the maligmty of the New-York fadion againft the 
•al, I have already acquainted your Lordihip : per-i 
le to prefent you with another inftance of the fame 
A mercenary fcribbler, of whom I fliall foon take 
particular notice, is pleafed to inform the public, that 
. Dunbar, with his forces, were obliged fi^. weeks to 
encamped at Albany, in the rain and ihow, till bar-* 
IS were built for them : that they were entirely 
ged to Sir Charles Hardy, that they got a ftick of 
)d to burn. So (&ys he) were our forces diippfed 

lany, my Lord, is an old, compaft dty, confifting of 
LOO well built houfes ; and at about 16 n[iiles N* W, 
it, is the town * of Schenedady, confifting of about 
oufes. The inhabitants are far from being indigent ; 
ijacent country abounds with provifions ; and in 
quarters, your Lordihip is fenfible, his Majefty^s 
; will not want necefOines, efpecially fuel^ in a coun« 
)vered with timber. Where then the probability, 
he forces, which confifted of 1 200, would fuffer in a 
ike this ? As to the aflFair of barracks, my Lord, 
was a council held at New- York, on the firft of Auf 
vhen the news arrived of Col. Dunbar's retiring in** 
Iter quarters, after Braddock's defeat. It was com- 
of Mr. De Lancey, the Lieutenant-Governor, Meflrs, 
nder, Kennedy, Murray, Holland, Chambers, and 
. ; and the opinion of that board then was, " That 
mly the King^s forces to the fouth'ward^ hut alfo thofe that 
i he f pared from Nova-Scotia^ Jhould quarter near AU 
'^ for any future operations!^ This refolve, Mr. De 
y tranfmitted to the General at Ofwego ; and as 
it's troops were ordered to Albany, for the defence 
Lt country, and particularly to makp a ftand, in cafe 
rovincials were defeated, they had, methinks, the 
1 reafon to expeft favour from the inhabitants, and 
ecial countenance of the government, even had they 
q^uartered upon them as ufual : and which, at pre- 
s aftually the cafe, by exprefs orders of my Lord 
Ml. The General, I fay, had no reafon to expect, 
this head, any oppofition from the civil ma^ftrate. 
ir Charles Hardy, on bis arrival at All^apy, about the 

26tk 
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a6th of September, fignified to Mm by letter, his ap 
henfions of uneafmefs arifing among the inhabitants, Am 
the loHiers be quartered upon private families } and \x 
cd to have his Excellency's, orders for building barra- 
both there and at Schenedbidy, left his affembly fliould 
choofe to put the province to that charge. He alfo 
prefled his hopes, tf fuch an expenfe was favcd then 
their greater readinels to raife more men, fliould the 
vice require it, the next campaign. The General's ani 
to this letter equally demonftrated his integrity to 
crown, and concern for the troops. He intimated 
fears, that the conftruftion of barracks wOuld be tho\ 
an extraordinary expenfe ; but it being necefikry for 
fervice, that Dunbar's, and the regiment of the late 
Peter Halket, ihould winter in Albany and Schenefl 
he complied with Sir Charles's requeft ; and defired 
to provide barracks for thofe regiments with all poi 
diligence, that the troops, on their arrival in his go^ 
ment, might not find thenifelves deftitute of quarters, 
relieve the crown in the expenfe, he farther took notic 
Sir Charles, of the requeft made by his own govefnii 
for drawing thefe troops to Albany ; that they would 
fpecial manner cover the frontier of New- York, be of 
vice to Ofwego in the enfuing fpring, and that the in! 
itantd would draw very large turns from their refidi 
amongft them. Nor did he forgiet to recommend an \ 
tation of the MaiGTachufetts-Bay, who thought it reafon 
to ereft barracks for his own regiment, though they k 
their continuance among them would be fliort, deftine 
they Were for the weftern expedition. But that t 
might be no delay in building the barracks, ariftng f 
any doubt dF the expenfe being paid by the provinc 
New- York, Mr. Shirley informed Sir Charles, that if 1 
would not, after thefe cOnfiderations, take that expenf 
themfelves, he would defray it out of the contingent 
ney in the hands of the deputy paymafter. Thus, 
Lord, if any ground for complaint of the want of barra 
Mn Shirley, it is d^ar, i^% intirely uncenfurable : ar 
the troops, as this tibdler informs us, did fuffer in t 
tents, I fubmit it to youf Lordlhip, whofe prorvince it 
to have found them better quarters. But the fctft is, I 
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the barrgck^ wt:re finiihed, and the troops quartered in 
them before the firft of December, fuel provided for thexn 
fuffident for the ^dnter, an^ all at the expenfe of the crown« 
The winter now approaching, commi£ioner& were ap- 
pointed, by the governments * concerned in the Crown- 
Point expedition, to afcertain their refpe6tive quotas for 
garrifoning the forts Edward and WiUiam-Henry, and dif 
anding the reft of the army. After this was competed, 
the General wdi Sir Charles Hardy returned to New-York, 
where the former convened a grand congreis of governors 
2Uid field officers, to deliberate on a plan for the operations 
of the fucceeding campaign. But before I enter upon their 
tiran£i£kions, I f^all briefly lay before your Lordmip thofe 
hetween Sir CJiarles Hardy and his aflembly, which was 
opened on the 2d, and continued fitting tul the 23d cif 
December. 

I have already obferved, that the miniifary , from the time 
of Mr. CHntoh's departure in 1753, had been fplidtoua 
about procuritig the confent of our auembly to a law, efta- 
l^lifhing a permanent provifion for the Governor, and other 
secefl^uy officers. When Sir Danvers Ofbome arrived, he 
brought with him an inftnK^on for that purpofe ; from 
the terms of which it was apparent that the minif^ had 
it vawii at heart ; and Sir Danvers, before he left England, 
>Kras made to believe that Mr. De Lancey, by means of his 
gpreat popukirity, would enable him to carry it into execu- 
tion. This 1 had from a gentleman, to whom Sir Danvers 
opened himfelf, and whom he confiUted before his embar- 
ikation for his government. The gentleman is a perfon oi 
the firft figure in thefe colonies ; and being iiCquainted 
*vith the fyftem of politics in New-York, he mformed Sir 
!I>anYa?s, that thole promifes were by no means to be de- 
depended upon : that Mr. De Lancey was inexpreffiUy 
jealous of he afccndancy over the affembly, who were ut- 
teily djfindined to a perpetual fupport : that he would 
join in no meafures that might weaken the confidence they 
repofed in him : that as long as he maintained his influ- 
ence in their counfels, he would virtually be the govem<Nr 
of the province ; and therefore, upon the whole, nia inter- 
eft and amb&tion would infallibly kad him to keep every 
Governor in a flate of dependence upon him. Sat Dan- 
vers 
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vers difliked fo dilagreeable a predi Aion ; and many are of 
opinion^ that its accomplifhment haftened his unhappy fate. 
Excufe me, my Lord, for troul^g you with a roation of 
fa£ts^ a little out of the ftricl order of time. There is an 
anecdote of Sir Danvers, of which I would not have your 
liOrdihip uninformed. He arrived here on the yth of 
Oftober, 1753, under very difcouraging apprehenfions of 
the people ; and indeed not without resJon, the oppofition 
againft Mr. Clinton having been carried beyond aJl deco- 
rum. Governor Ofborne^s commiffion, through Mr. Clin- 
ton's abfence, remained unpublifhed till the third day after 
iiis arrival. This is ufually done firft privately, in the 
council-chamber ; and immediately after, in the moft pub' 
lie manner at the city-hall* To wait on his ExceUenqr 
thither, Mr. Clinton came abroad ; an aftonifhing crowd 
being aOembled at the Fort Gate, to attend the proceilm 
Mr. Clinton's enemies were very afliduous in exciting the 
popular acclamations ; and the huzzas of the mob were 
icarce intermitted for a moment. There appeared, in fhort, 
fuch a profiiiion of joy, accompanied with fome indecent 
expreflions refpefting himfelf, as gave Mr. Clinton juft rear 
fon to fufpe<% more open indignities. He therefore foofl 
took his leave of Sir Danvers, who expreffed his diijplca- 
fure at the conduft of his enemies. This, my Lord, prov- 
ed a day of general feftivity and Bacchanalian frolic In 
the evening, the city was illuminated : the common hiaased 
with bonfires ; great was the confumption of Madeira; 
and every company rung with malediftions againfl the laic 
commander in chief, who was charged as the fole procurer 
of the new inflruftion ; an account of which could only 
have tranfpired from fome of the council. Sir Danvea 
alone appeared unaflFefted with our intemperate rcvdsj 
and on his countenance fat a melancholy gloom. He cgd- 
vened the council on Thurfday the nth of the month; 
and prayed their fentiments on the probability of obtain- 
ing a permanent fupport, according to his infbruddaofc 
That the point was unattainable, they all delivered as thflf 
unanimous opinion. He then required the folution of the 
lame queftion from each member feverally ; and fHH froii 
each received the fame reply. Upon this, he turned him- 
idf about in apparent diflrels, uttered a deep %h, and re- 
clining 
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i&ufig' Lis head agsufaft a tirindO'^, jn a defbonding ac- 
cent, feid, •* What then am I comtf hither for ?" The 
hext mornihgb^^--^But I defift. This inllruaion, as* 
your Lordihip ^i^ be pleafed to recoHeft, remained un- 
laevok^ aU the time of hi^ fiicx^eflbr : and it is natu- 
ral to eslpeft, that the people of this province ■w'ere 
Very itaquifitive whether it was continued to Govern- 
or Hardy, They were fo. But Sir Ghailea did not foil 
low thfe exEmiple of Mr. De fcariccy, in laying his- inftruc- 
tions beforie the aflfendbly. The* article, relative tO' die fop- 
pk)rt, has undergone, I am credibly informed, very few at' 
tei^doHS', andtnofe only in the prieamble. That it viras in 
ibbftance the feme, is evident from his fpeech to the hotifc; 
OB the 3d of December, at the opening (rf that fefSoii. HIs- 
Words^are thefe : ** lam commanded by his Majejty to recoth* 
*' mettd^ in hir name^^ without defay^ to conjider of a- proper la^' 
** * b^ pijffid^ Jot fittling a permanent revenue^ utm a fdiS 
^^ foundation^ for defr^aying the. netefftstry and eftablifh^d charger 
** of government ; takifig care thai fuch law be indefinite^ with' 
** out limitation of time ; arutthat pronjvfion he made therein for 
*' a competent f alary to the Captain-General and Gihirnor in 
•* Chief cf this his Majejifs' province ; and likewife for compe^ 
** tent fdlaries to all judges^ j^ftices^ and other neceffary andt 
•• ufual officers and minijiers of government : andalfofbr a cer^ 
** tain permanent fund^ for repairing and maintaining thefortifi* 
•• cations^ for making annual prefents to the Indians^ and fir the' 
** other contingent expenfes attending that fervice : and^ in gen- 
^^'eral^for all fuch other charges of government^ as may bejixett 
^^'or afcertained.^' The affembly, in their addrels^ after a 
juftly-merited compliment, for his aftivity in proceedirig to' 
Albany, and their approbation of the mcalures-fbr garrilbili 
ing the frontiers, fubjoin this emollient paragraph : " We 
•* wijh we could J with equal fatisfadio^^ reconcile to ourf elves' 
*^ your Excellency's recommendirtionof mi indefinite fupptrt : but 
r ^^ humbly beg leaije to infirm your Excellency, that we have' no' 
-^'pehAanent fiends^ on which to- ejiablifb fuch a revenue; nor do' 




i** dine a meafure fo diredly oppofite to the fenthnents^ of 

c** every individual of the colony. We canmt leave this fubjed^ 

-: ^ [r«/. vii.] ''without 



130 Review ef the miiifary OptrdtiotU 

*' 'without difclifing to jour Excellency the concern it' gives us ^ 
^' that this his Majejtfs loyal colony j which ^ though fmall in 
•' numbers^ has cheerfully bore very heavy expen/esj andparticu" 
** larly fupported its Governors y and other officers of government^ 
" in a more liberal manner than mojl others on the continent^ 
^^ Jbould be requejied to purfue meafures hitherto unknown to itf 
*' whilji the reji^ almojl luithout exception, are left to prailife 
•' the very meafures denied to luJ^ 

Mr. Clinton, my Lord, alked of this fame affembly only 
a fupport for five years, and it was refufed with indigna- 
tion and virulence. Sir Charles here demands much more | 
and we fee, that he is anfwered with the moft commenda- 
ble decency. To help your Lordihip in accounting for this 
contradiftory behaviour ; Mr. De Lancey was bent upon 
expelling that Governor from the province : and to gain 
his point, continually fomented the quarrel he himfelf ex- 
dted. But Sir Charles was to be treated in a different 
manner, and meafures more lenient were t?o be purfued 
An ajlcendancy over him would enfure to his lieutenant 
many advantages, and finable him to procure the governor's 
alTent to a biH, for paying him a large fum, now due for bis 
falary and other perquintes, while he had the chief com- 
mand. He might indeed, but durft not pafs fuch a Wl 
himfelf, and therefore it was Hot offered. Accordingly, the 
houle, at their very next meeting, fent up a bill to the 
counol, on the 4th of February, 1756, for paying the debts 
of the government ; in which he was a creditor for near 
4000I. But of this I {hall have bccafion to take more par- 
ticular notice. Thus, my Lord, I will forfeit my honour, 
if. Upon a faithful perufal of the journals of affembly, your 
Lordfhip doth not find the conduft of the houfe, and the 
intereft of Mr. De Lancey, for ten or fifteen years paft, per* 
feftly to tally. 

Let us now take a view of the tranfaftions in the grand 
council of war, which the General had convened at New- 
York, for fettling a plan of the future operations. It was 
opened on the 12th of December, 1755, and continued 
fitting for the fpace of two days. Though the invitation 
to the governors was univerfal, it confifted only of thefe 
members : 

— His 
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IBs Excelleiicy General Shirley, commander in chief of 
all his Majelly's forces in North America : 

His Excellency Sir Charles Hardy, Knight, governor and 
commander in chief of the province of New- York : 

The Honourable Horatio Sharpe, lieutenant governor 
and commander in chief of the province of Maryland : 

The Honourable Robert Hunter Morris, lieutenant gov- 
ernor and commander in chief of the province of Pennfyl- 
vania : 

The Honourable Thomas Fitch, governor and comman- 
der in chief of the colony of Connecticut : 

Colonel Thomas Dunbar : 

Colonel Peter Schuyler : 

Major Charles Craven : 

Sir John St, Clair, deputy quarter-mafter general : 

Major John Rutherford. 
After adjufting feveral points of rank, the members took 
their feats in the order mentioned ; and the General open- 
fed the conference, by laying before the council the King's 
inftruftions to General Braddock, He then delivered his 
fentiments to the board, to the following purpofe : " That 
** our only entrance into Lake Ontario wcu through the Onondaga 
** River to Ofwego. No other harbour had his Majejty^ upon 
** that Lake J capable of receiving vejfels of force : That Ofwego 
** wasfttuate in the country of the Onondagasj the center canton of 
** the Six Nations^ and famous for the fur trade : no other mart 
** could we hoafi^for commerce or correfpondence with thofe nume^ 
** rous tribes (ffavages inhabiting the wejlern country^ on the 
^* banks of the great lakes Erie^ Huron^ Michigan^ and the many 
** rivers which roll into them : That the Lake Ontario was only 

accejftble to the Canadians through the river Cadaraqui^for* 

merly called by the French Fleuve Iroquois ; but in their late 
^* maps J calculated to countenance their exorbitant claims^ di/iin^ 
** gui/hed by the name of St. Lawrence. At the head of that 
*• riv€r was their entrance into that lake^ and near Fort Fron^ 
** tenac^ fituated ori its north^ajlem edge^ about fifty miles from^ 
*• and nearly oppofite to^ our fort aV Ofwego : That while the 
♦* enemy kept pofjeffion of Frontenac^ with the harbciur at Frtmto^ 
** and a free pajage through the Iroquois River ^ they would al^ 
^' ways be able to build and maintain vejfels of force upon the lake : 
^* That bis Majejiy would therefore be necejfttated tofuppori a 
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^^ fUfMi Mrmammi tbere^ qt^a/i equal to ibat rf tie Fmck 
^' Without this J thfy might annoy any forts we eould ereS at tbt 
^^ fwrtbreq/i find rftbe pafs at Niagara ; and OJioep itfelf ht 
'^ bft. The inevitable confequence ef which would he^ the drfee^ 
^ tion of the Siis Nations^ the ii^s tfthe whole country^ for near 
** 300 miles ^ from Ofwego to Scheneflady^ and perhaps the re? 
f « duaion of Albany itfelf.'^ the General added, ** That eH 
5^ the French forts at Niagara^ upm the lake Erkj emd the rim 
** Ohio^ thofe alfo upon lake Huron^ at the Streights of MielAt 
f ' imackinac^ and the jMke Miehigan^fiill mere wejierlyj reathed 
^^ all their fupplies by water-carriifge from Montrealy tbtoi^ tta 
River Iroquois y and the Lake Ontario : That the French Jettk' 
ments at the mouth of the Miffi/ippi fumifhed tbefe northerly 
garrifons neither with proviftons nor Jiores^ being not M^ tA 
<* 2000 i^iles (Uflancefrom any ofthem^ but embarrajfed Tvith in^ 
^^fuperable difficulties^ by a laborious navigation agaitffi a r^ 
^recm^* {lence hig Excellency ccmcluded, ^* That em 
th^ French bf (Ufiodged from Frontenac^ and the little fort 
FrontOy and th^ entrance into Lake Ontario ob/iruSled^ tM 
*' their other forts and fettlements on the Ohio^ and the w^km 
*' lakes^ were deprived <f their fupport from Canada^ and mfi 
" ere long be evacuated*** 

im^r&kd^ my Lord, with thefe views, the Geaec^l pro? 
poiedy as a plan of operations for the next year. That 5000 
inen ihpuld be yery early aileinbled at Qrarego, aad 4000 
«f them fent to att^c^ Frontenac and La Galktte ; which 
b^g reduced, ^a attempt ihould be xnade upon the forts 
at Niagara, I^efqite iflie. Riviere au Beuf, Detroit^ ap4 
Michilimakinac : and that, in the mean time, 3000 proving 
oaX troops ihould march from Will -s Creek, for the fe4iu; 
iiqxi of Fort Du Quefhe : That a body of 10,000 ihouU 
proceed to Crown-Point, build a fort there, an^ launch €M 
Of more yeSd^ into lake Ch;^nplain : And, that (he iam 
(i^CanacU might be farther divided, he propp&d, that 
doiQo men ihould carry ]^re and fwprd \xp Kennebec Riv^^^ 
f^ upon the fettlements a^oining to the river Cfaaudiere^ 
lod proceed to its mouth, three miles diftant from Quebec} 
^d by dividing themfelves in fmall parties along the banki 
ftftherivtf 8t. Lawrenpe, and dellroying the fcane^ed 
f^^ments there, keep that part of Cwada in continual 

He 
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He tjien cAlxfervedy t^t ^if ithe Several attempts upon 
CroiHiTJ^p^xt^ the £^t3 u;}pn the (Lakes, ^d the Ohio, 
veit not pcqfeqit-ed at the £iine time, very perUous might 
Jbe t|ie cOffiiJbqo^&ces : Th^t if, in paatiqular, while Froii- 
to^ac i^nd Niagara w-ere attacked, no attempt was made 
^igaioA Crown-point, the wJiole Ibrce of Canada would 
vnaxch to oj^pofe lus $ which wodld defeat the defign, and 
veqnire io large a bpdy pf troops, as to render the tran£- 
jpprtaifeipii of aeodS^ies to Qfwego impra<^c^ble. So iiu* 
ia^'ow an army miglxt alfp march s^Lof): Albany, as ef- 
"fedtu^y to o^t oflF the retreat of our forces, or at leaft to- 
tsdly iobfiTTud their fuj^es : That fhould, on the con- 
trary, our whole ftrength be deftined for Crown-Point, 
and the wefteni operations ne^eded, Ofwego, the ffrand 
pl^eA of thie French, was i^ the litmofl danger of tailing 
into their hands. A kifs irreparable, and beyond eftimar 
ticm ; the I0I4 of the ^sdiole country down to Albany, 
9«dth tihat of the Six confedq:^e 'Nations ; and to the 
French, the acquiiition of an abfolute dominion on the 
lakes, and the whole fouthern country. 

His ExceUency finifhed with informing the council of 
liis late intelligence : • That the French were building three 
large veflelfi, of fuperior force to ours, in the harbour of 
^rontenac : and upon the whole, prayed their advice. 

A plan, fo well digefied, and fo clearly fiated, required but 
little confideration ; and accordingly it was in the main 
^nammouiiy approved. The council advifed the General 
to give orders tor building three or more yefiels at Ofwe- 
go. They were of opinion, that 10,000 men were necef- 
^ryfor the Crown-Point expedition, and 6000 for that 
cm Lake Ontario^ The attempt againft Fort Du Quefhe, 
by t}ie weftern governments^ it wa^ thought, would an»> 
^er very good purpc^es, efpedally in fecunng the fidelity 
(Of the weftern Indians. The feint againft Quebec was ap«. 
j^pved, if it interfered not with the other expeditions. 
The operations on Lake Ontario, they conceived, ought to 
begin with the attack on Frontenac : and, uponthe whole^ 
.were ^ c^nnion, that an additional number of regular 
trpeftt would be necefiary for effe&ually recovering and fe* 
puring his Majefty's rights and dominions on the continent. 

Tiie coupcU haying ^iib^ their bufipefc, the (Joyern- 

ors 
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ors foon after returned to their refpeftive provinces. But 
the General continued his head-quarters at New-York tiD 
the 2ift of January, to profecute an expedition agiinft 11. 
conderoga, this winter : and as the French gamfon was 
left very weak, it had doubtlefs fucceeded, had not tlic 
want of froft and fnow prevented the tranfportation of the 
ftores. Before he left New-York, he had a frefli inftance of 
the unwearied and ill-natured induftry of his oppofers ; of 
which, becaufe important in its confequences, I fhall give 
your Lordfliip an ample detail. The principal agents were 
MeflO^. De Lancey and Pownal, who now formed a kind of 
duumvirate, to perplex the fcrvice, in order to ruin live 
General. Without queftion, my Lord, you are as mud 
furprifed, after what has already been faid concerning thefc 
gentlemen, to find Mr. Pownal among the GeneraPs 
enemies, as you would have been had I told you that Mh 
De Lancey was not. I am fenfible, that a perfon of ymff 
Lordfliip's high fenfe of honour will recolleft Mr. Sbirkfi 
favours to him at Bofton ; and think it incredible to mid 
him in the catalogue of thofe combined againft his benefic- 
tor. But it is a fhining remark of Tacitus,* " That benefits 
*' are only fo far acceptable, as it feems poffible to difdiaige 
*^ them ; and that when they have exceeded all retafiation, 
*^ hatred is returned for gratitude.** Mr. Pownal, whd 
was ambitious of recommending himfelf to a certain Doblt 
Lord in England, by furnifliing him with American intel- 
ligence, coiud by no means brook his being abfent from 
the congrefs at Alexandria, in the fpring of the prefimt 
year. He earneftly fought an introduftion to Gen. Brad? 
dock ; and Mr. Shirley did the office with great politenefi* 
He was then juft informed of his appointment to be lAeat 
Governor of New-Jerfey, and on that account preiled fcr 
an admiffion into the council. Mr. Shirley, in a very gen- 
teel manner, declined a talk, which might give offence to 
the General ; and if any refolution trampired, draw him* 
felf into a fnare. But Mr. Pownal, being a ftranger to 
that diffidence and modefty fo fuitable to his years and 
inexperience, became, from this moment, difgufted, and- 
was feldom after feen amongft that gentleman's friends 
^_____ I ft 

* Beneficia eo tcfque laeta fdht, daih videntur ezfolVi pbfle t abi snd^ 
tutt anterenercy pro gratia odium redditor. 
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I He tarried at Philadelphia, till General Braddock's defeat J 

and towards afutumn returned to New- York. This change 

^ of temper recommended him to Mr. De Lancey, who fm-* 

ed not to exafperate the rifing fefentment : and now his 

^ oppofition became open and unreferved. Juft at this junc*- 

Z tore, arrived Sir Charles Hardy \ and Mr. Shirley being 

^. then at Qfwego, your Lordfhip fees how feafonable their 

"^ Cfpportunity for fowing the feeds of prejudice ui the breaft 

^'. of the new Governor. I will not take upon me to fpeak 

of thdr fucceis ; but doubtlefs no mifreprefentations were 

wanting to fbrenethen the cabal. Yet no fooner did the 

General arrive ^om Ofwego at Albany, where Meiirs* 

_ Pownal and De Lancey attended upon Sir Charles, than 

"^ the former, diflembling his enmity, laboured to procure 

~^ iiis confidence, that be might pry into his iecrets : but 

'*"_ from previous intimations of his prefent difpofition, in a 

\ letter to a gentleman then near the General, he failed in 

\_ that infkUous defign* He could now no longer fupprefi 

^ his malevolence, or conceal his recent connexions ; and 

-* therefore openly traduced the very nnan, to whom he waa 

^ indebted for all his fignificancy amongft the provinces. 

^ My Lord, it is with rdLudance I utter thefe things. But 

^ your Lordfhip is as determined to know every tran£i£iion^ 

'which concerns the operations in America, as I am to dif« 

\ €:harge the office of a faithful hiflorian. Truth is too fi- 

. cred to be violated, either out of fear or favour ; and 

^ whatever your Lordfhip may think of this gentleman^ 

foch was ms condud. I knew him an avowed enemy to 

: Mr. De Lancey, and to Mr. Shirley as fanguine a friend. 

\ I have fince known him to calumniate the latter, and ap- 

: plaud the fonner* With a change of refidence, or rather 

'^ intereft, he changes fides ; and, on this account, no man 

perhaps ever multiplied fo many adverfaries in fo fhort a 

-tiine« He aims at two governments, without the leaflf 

\ picniped of peace, if either of them fhould fill under hij 

' conunand. I can afifure your Lordfhip, that even in the 

^ province of New-Jerfey he is fb litde eflieemed, and that 

^\ prindpsJly for intriguing the difbandment of the regiment 

^ under Cd« Schuyler, to difoblige Mr. Shirley^ that upon 

^ his return toEn^bmd in February, in 1756, he was unable 

. to procure a irote of a&mUty, defiring his affifUnce of 

' thdc 



136 H^/Mi if ih& mHiiory OperOHlM 

their agwit ai: tic Court of Grcat-Britaih, though te|Rifl& 
ed it unth an eamefinefe that Vtx>uld harv^e coft iflisAf xhdh i 
bluik of confufiofli. 

Betermiaed to einbarra& tke General, h<rtlihig coiilcf 
ha^e been mors'a^-eeahld to Mr. Pownsd^ and ttTe' Lieut. 
Governor of New- York, than an adtniffion into the laW 
council of war. To a feat at that board; neither 6f them- 
had the leaft pr^enfion ; and yet both were highly dit 
pdeafed at not beiitff- invited* Mr. PoWnal^ who hlks oftoF 
diftinguifhed himfeff for puibing a bold point, repiaffed tcP 
New-Jerfev^ and importuned €U>ver nor Belcher, un^fl^ on' 
slccount of hb age^ to attend th& congre& in p^:4bnj-to (3^- 
putc him in his ftead: Hi&EisceUency very wifely- anlW^f 
ed, that the invitation he had received from the Geneit^- 
t(^a& merely a perfonal compHment : nor coiild he^ wi^ 
the^ leaft decency, iniift upon an appearance by prooejr. Iffi^ 
ideuteilant, impatient of a- denial^ called, in a menaaik^' 
tonej^ for pen, ink^ and piaper, thinking to operate on l»^ 
i&firmTtieis' of age- by commination and outrage^ IV 
council Were aftoiiiflied at this indeceiit attack upon ah sSJ^' 
cient and faithful fervant of the Grown, and withhdd^t^bo^ 
advrce. But the Governor, confdous of the propriety oF 
his refu&l, firmly adhered to his firft reiblution ; auad Mr. 
Pownai, abruptly quitting the board, returned witfe difap^ 
pointment to New- York. 

This gentleman, my Lord, became acquainted at Philai 
delphia with one Evans, who, for a valuable* confideration^ 

dedicated 
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* Among other gentlemen of diftinAion, in the colonies, Mr. Pcywxal 
became acc^uainted with Mr. Alexander, of New-York ; a perfba of* 
friendly dii^ofition and eafy accefs. Mr. Alexander had now the Sur* 
vtyor-Gcneral's office of New-Jcrfey : and Mr. Powhal, to procure tM* 
fttlfome dedication from Evans, promifed him that office^ upon hrs ^ 
teffioa to the government. This, £vaji5 ftequently declared in hitfrilU- 
nefsto one of his moft intimate f^iends^ vrhQ concealed it dll aftcr-Ur 
dpath. Such an anecdote will fbarcely be credited by thofe ux^quiau^ 
td with Mr. towiial's infatiable ambition to rife In Axneiica. l^oie' 
was another inftance <rfhis coiidiijft equally {iirprifihg. WKfle tBR rti- 
tknuui' waS' at New*York, diicharpriiig his embaiTy from fioftoiii^ M-iSEr 
fpringft, i755» he hud the loan ot^a map of tife country: fiionx^ CnM^ 
Point to Montre:^ wrhich was compofed'by WiUjam Alexand^, ^^'^ 
gentleman well' (killed 1n the geography, of America. Mr. Po^lEpiL 
who hadoccafionto lay this^<£ari'bcibre tha aflbnBly^orNH^^TM 
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dedicated to him his map of the ndddle Britifli colonies, 
tvith an enconuum, that he efteemed him the beji judge of it 
in America* This man having, in the public ftreets of 
Philadelphia, not only prefumed to accufe Governor Mor- 
ris of mgh treafon, but to afperfe two of his Majefty's 
minifters as penfioners to France, fled from juftice there^ 
and took fan<^ary in New-York. Mr. Morris, however, 
commenced an amon againft him in this province, more 
for his own vindication, than a reparation of damages, 
which the poor fellow would never have been able to 
make. Upon this, he was committed to gaol, till Mr. Oli- 
, ver De Lancey fo far befriended him, as to become his fe- 
1 curity. Thefe were his circumftances, when he publifhed 
J a pamphlet full of invedives againft Gen. Shirley. I will 
J,, not affirm, that he wrote it at the inftance of the cabal in 
. New- York^ I leave your Lordihip to judge how far they 
\ were concerned in it, after adding, that it contained their 
^ repeated remarks ^ that Mr. Pownal was frequently at his 
Jodgings about the time of its publication ; and did a£hi- 
, ally accompany him to a printer, to hailen the impreffion, 
^ before he failed for England.* I fhall not trouble your 
. Lordfhip with any particular obfervations upon this libd. 
J If ever it fhould fall into your Lordfhip's hands, this let- 
; ter will aflifl you in dete6king its fedfehoods, and forming 
' a proper judgment both of its author and his abettors. 
J Thus, my Lord, wus every opportunity embraced, by ' 
^ the cabal, to prejudice the General in the opinion of the 
^ people ; and happy for the colonies, had their mifrepre- 
'I fentations been confined to this fide the Atlantic. Bent 



on 



. having erafed the name of its author, very modeilly infertcd Iiis own. 
^. And though his plagiarifm was detected at the time, he neglcdcd to re- 
\ torn it, and afterwards produced the fame map before die minlftry, 
I', cbxmmg to himfelf the honor due to Mr. Alexander alono. 

i * Upon the news of the lofs of Ofwego, part of it was rcpubliflied 
^ in the New- York Gazette, to lead the populace to impute this calamity 
' to General Shirley. It was appealed to, as an indifputable autliority, 
^ by did very perfbns to whom poor Evans was indebted for his matcri- 
^ als; 9itd "Without whofe didlating, it would never have feen the light. 
^ To write^a book in another's name, and then to quote it as an authori- 
J Xj^ is a ipecies of proof, with which Euclid appears to have been utterly 



tmacqnainted. 

T 



IVoh vii.] 



138 Review of the military Operatims 

on Mr. Shirley's removal, all imaginable pains were taken 
to defame his charafter. Here, they queftioned his inteff- 
rity : but in England, they endeavoured to create a fufpi- 
don of his judgment. General Johnfon was fet up as his 
competitor j and to his renown were blown all the trum- 
pets of fame. Shirley's deep fenfe of the importance of 
Ofwego was made the obied of buffoonery and ridicule. 
The reduction of Crown-roint reprefented as a matter of 
fuperior moment. Three hundred men, Mr. De Lancey 
often declared to be a fufficient garrifon for Ofwego. The 
General was therefore charged with fquandering toe ^ng's 
money, in making it the main object of his attention : 
and out of mere oppofition, a fcheme was recommended 
for turning our whole force toward Crown-Point. Upon 
this errand, my Lord, Mr. Pownal went home in Febru- 
ary, 1 756. I need not inform your Lordihip of the fuc- 
cefs of the faftion. The fequel will fhew with what con- 
fequences it was attended. Thus ended the year 1755. 
A year never to be forgotten in Americi. It opened with 
the fairdft profpecls to thefe diftant difperfions of the Brit* 
ilh empire. Four armies were on foot, to remove the en- 
croachments of a perfidious neighbour ; and our coafls 
honoured with a fleet for their fecurity, under the com- 
mand of the brave and vigilant Bofcawen. We had ev- 
ery thing to expeft j nothing to fear. The enemy was 
defpifed ; and we only defired a proclamation of" war, for 
the final deftruftion of the whole country of New-France. 
But, my Lord, how unlooked-for was the event I General 
Winflow, indeed, fucceded in Nova-Scotia ; but Braddock 
was defeated : Niagara and Crown-Point remained un^^ 
duced : the barbarians were let loofe from the wildeme& : 
many thoufand farms abandoned : the King's iubje^ in- 
humanly butchered, or reduced to beggary : one of the 
provinces* rent by inteftine broils : in another, a potent 
tadUoijL laying the foundation for new difafters m the 
courfe of the enfuing year. 

The^ New-England colonies, my Lord, take the lead in 
all military matters. Your Lordmip is too well acquaint- 
cd with hiftorv, not to know, they chiefly owed their ori- 
gin to the di4>utes which involved the nation in all tk 
calamities of a civil war. The firft planters encountered 
* PennfyWama. innumerabk 
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innumerable cUflSlculties, and were lone engaged in repeat- 
ed wars with the Indian natives. Ineir defcendants re- 
tain the f[iartial proweis and ipirit of their anceftors ; and 
fbr wifdom, loyalty, and an enterpriiing genius, are a peo« 

Sle of renown. Lx thefe governments lies the main 
xength of the Britiih intereft upon this continent. Befides 
their above advantageous charader, they»are very confid- 
erable for their numbers. The Mafiachufetts-Bay contains 
about 40,000 capable of arms. The militia of Connedlicut 
IS about 27,000. Rhode-Ifland and New-Hampfliire arc 
not fo populous. His majefty's fervice, therefore, render- 
ed it necdlary for the General, according to the plan of 
operations, to viiit his own TOvernment, m order to folidt 
the fuccourS) without whi^ the expedition propofed a- 
gainft Crown-Point muft inevitably have failed. For this 
purpoie he fet out for New-York on the 21ft of January ; 
and, but for his prefence and foUcitations at Bofion, no 
provincial troops would this year have entered the field. 
That colony was fo extremely difobliged at the condud of 
General Johnfon, in neglefting to purfue his advantages, 
after the memorable rout of the French at Lake George, 
as to be in general averfe to a new campaign : and with 
the utmoft difficulty did the general procure their concur- 
rence in another expenfive attempt. There let us at pre- 
fent leave him, promoting the public fervice of the colo- 
nies : and returning again to New- York, fufier me, at this 
ipadive feafon of the year, to entertain your Lordfhip with 
one or two inftances of Lieut. Governor De Lancey's more 
private poUtical feats. 

Never was any man more impolitic than Governor Clin- 
ton. Had he kept the chief juftice dependent on his fa- 
vour, he would have governed his province with eafe and 
tranquillity : but by granting him a new commiflion for 
his office, during good behaviour^ he fet him at liberty to aft 
at pleafure : and in confequence of this fsital error, the 
province was thrown into violent convulfioris. Nothing, 
therefore, my Lord, could be more defirable to his fuccefl- 
or, than to hold that gentleman under proper reftraint. 
Sir Charles Hardy had this advantage : his office of chief 
juftice, I am informed, became extmguifhed the moment 
the government devolved upon Jum by the death of Sir 

Danvcrs 
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Danvers Ofborn, From the time of Sir Charles JUndfl 
arri\^9 Mr. De Lancey had impatiently exipe^S^ % new 
commiffion : but the governor n^leAing the o£fer,to tht 
aflonifhment of moft m the province, he, notwithihn^g, 
ventured to refume his ieat on the bench in January tennt 
when twa felons were arraigned before him* ^ This bcdd 
firoke at the prerogative, moft men imagined, would hxn 
drawn down the .refehtment of the new govemoi^ : and 
why it was pafled by without obfervation, I muil leaTe to 
your Lordihip's conje&ures. That De Lancey had, in n^ 
ality, no ri^ht to the exercife of that office, has been ftrong^ 
ly iniified upon by gentlemen of the law, though in «i ex* 
trajudicial manner. I pretend not myfelf to any knowiolgt 
in that intricate fdence ; but beg leave to prefont yoir 
Lordihip with an opinion, relating to the point, csontalncd 
i{i the following letter from a gentleman of the prcxfefion 
to his friend in this city ; with a copy of whicli \ ham 
been favoured. r . 

^^ Philadetphra^ 21 O^f. 11^$. 
"SIR, • 

^ YOU fay you are informed, that your Lieut> Gcvw 
^^ ernor defigns to exercife his former office, in virtfoas of 
^^ the comnuffion iflued by your late Governor Clinton. 
^^ I cannot think your information well grounded, hecauie 
^ I am clearly of opinioH, that office was extingmflied by 
^^ his acceptance of the Lieut^ Governor's commifiion : 
^^ and I conceive Mr, De Lancey will hardly venture to dif- 
" pute the matter with the crown. The main rea£[>A I go 
^^ upon is, that thofe two offices are incompat&te. To 
^^ make this phin ta you, you muft underftand, that to 
^^ every office there are dutiea annexed. Thor&me perfoo 
^ cannot exercife two offices yiconiifient with one another. 
^^ One qf them mufk therefore be I^ ; becaufe, v every 
^^ office is pro bono publuo, its x& lies in the exercife of it : 
^^ ^d the inferior office is that which is loft, becaujG* it is 
^^ moft for the public good, that the officer ihould hold the 
^^ itiperior office,, as the law prefumes every man caf>ablc o£ 
^^ the office which the King^ who is the fountain of offices 
^^ and honour, is pte^t&d to. confer ypon him. Agreeable 
^^ to this, we &id 9iany refbhitions in our books : TU men- 
" ^ tion 
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^ tion one or two. A man cannot be forefter and judge 
\^i £(^ in/ianti. Rolls Rq). 452, &c. Nor judge of the Com. 
^ and King's bench ^nml Iff femeL layer's Cafe, 4 and 5 
** Phil, and Mar, The firft patent is determinedy though the 
^^ fepond was granted "pro ilia vice, and furrendered the next 
<< day. Br, N. C. 5 Mar* Br. Commiflions pi, 25. 

^< Nothing now remains but to fliew, that the office of 
** chief jufiice and governor of your province are inconfift* 
*^ cnt. To expl^n this, I muft inform you, that your fu- 
*^ preme court is a court of general jurifdidion, eftabliihed 
^^ by an ordUnance of governor and council ; daiming the 
^ Jibe power here in au pleas, civil and criminal, as fully as 
^^ they are taken cognizance of by the Eang's Bench and 
*^ Common Pleas in England. Superior to this, is the 
'.* Court of Governor and Council, a court inftituted by one 
" of his Majcfty's inftru£tions to your governor. In vir* 
^^ tue of tlus inftni£tioii, writs of error are returned from 

the fuprcme court, before the governor and coundl. Th^ 

inconfiftency, then, of the two offices becomes very ap. 
'^ parent, By the inftruc^ion^ the governor in the court 
^^ above is a Jine quo mn ; and to fuppofe him at the fame 
^^ time judge in the court below, and muft difregard the 
" abfurdity of the covernor^s fending a writ to command 
'^ hiskielf ; and of his juftifying his judgment as chief 
" juftice to himfelf in council as governor ; and yet be ex- 
" diided £ram a voice in the judgment above ; which, 
^* neverthelefs, cannot be given without him- You fee 
^^ tliea the incompatibility is much fironger, than if a man 
^^.ihould be judge both of the King's apd Copamon Bench 
^* in England.; There the other ju^es of B. R. might cor- 
^^ reft the errcar in the Common Fleas ;; but here the: 
•^ couxfe of public juftice: might be entirely flopped; 

'^ If it fliould be iaid, his power was only fufpended^ 
•^ while in the chair of government ; I anfwer with the 
^* obfervation before', that an office is a duty, as the very 
^^ word it&]£ implies : and I know of no fleeping and not- 
^^ 40rbe-exeFdfed office. Every office, is inftituted for the 
'"^ pvjbtic goi^: the officer is therefore obliged to exerdfe 
^^ his duty ;. for,, without that, he cannot ferve thejublic : 
'^ and to be Mifed to a£l, and at the fame time Miged not to 
'^ a^, is nonfimie^ It would be more fpedous to fay, the: 

** inftrudiou, 
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** inilru(EHon is no law, as your aflemblies have often £dd 
" in other cafes ; but then. Sir, Mr. De Lancey, m obedi- 
*' ence to it, has declined ading as judge ever fince the death 
•* of Sir Danvers Olbom : and why has he (as I have been 
informed) rejefted a writ of error, becaufe, accorddng to 
this very inftrudion, the damages in demand did not ex:- 
ceed 300I. fterling ? Befides, this court of Governor and 
Council, I am told, has long exercifed its power, under 
** this and former inftruftions to your governors of the 
*' like tenor, without the leaft oppoution. 

*' The offices will further appear to be inconfiflent, if you 
** refleft, that as governor he is alfo chancellor. The Court 
of Chancery often reftrains the power of the law courts ; 
and it is the fpirit of everv court to enlarge its ownju- 
^' rifdi£lion. Upon both tnefe accounts, the two oma 
muft inevitably clafli. I know that Knevet was former- 
ly chief juftice and chancellor : but the propriety of that 
double inveftiture was never folemnly confidered. It 
^' was long ago, in the time of Edward III. There has been 
** no inftance of the like in later times ; nor do I belieire 
^^ it would be fufiered. But the cafe is much ffaronger 
^^ here ; and I cannot conceive, for the reafons above, that 
** your lieutenant governor will attempt to fit as judge by 
" virtue of his old commiffion. It is more probaUe he 
** will prevail on your governor, . lately arrived, to grant 
*' him a new patent, *' I am," &c* 

Perhaps, my Lord, no higher evidence can be ailigned of 
a man's influence, than fuch a bold invafion of his Majet 
ty's prerogative. Mr. De Lancey was determined not to 
lofe an office, which he knew to be the grand fource of his 
popularity, and the main prop of his power : for, whoever 
is chief juftice of the province, unlefe a very novice, muft 
be the iecond man in the government. Governor Eburdy 
made no oppofition to this large ftride of ambition : and 
the other, not long after, by his wonderfixl artifice, ftibjed- 
ed him to his ablolute dominion. It was efieAed in the 
ft)llowing manner : Your Lordfiiip will be pleafed to recoi- 
led, that Mr. De Lancey had the addrefs to prevail upon 
the aflembly to fend up a bill to the council, on the 4th rf 
February, intituled, " Jn ail for the Payment rf the Debts 

due 



iff Kertb'America^ from 1 753 to i j^6» 143 

due from this Colony ; and other purpofes therein mentioned.^* 
* By this, payments were to be madcf to many creditors of 
the government, y2?r/^iV^x done this colony^ without fpecify- 
i22g what thofe fervices were. The Lieut. Governor was 
to receive 3787I. i6s. and feveral other fums were payable 
to his brother* It was in reality a bill for difcharging the 
arrears due to the ordinary officers of the government. 
To render it the more palatable to the Governor, provi- 
fion was made for paying him alfo large fums for prefents 
to the Indians, smd the txpeiifes of his voyage to Albany, 
after the French repulfe at Lake George. When it came 
up to the council, it obtained a majority only by one voice : 
and of thefe, my Lord, two gentlemen, befides Lieut. Gov. 
De Lancey, were thenifdves interefted in the bill. They 
were the puifoe judges of the Supreme Court, Meflrs* 
Horfemanden and Chambers, whofe arrears of ialary were 
•now by the a£fc to be difcharged. Meflirs. Colden, Alexan* 
der, and Smith looked upon it as a mean invafion of t)ie 
King's inftruftions, which, until they refigned their feats 
at the council board, they were bound in honour to regard 
with facred pun^ality. It was, befides, evidently par- 
tial ; no provifion being made for dther creditors, whofe 
demands were indifputable. They alfo conceived it derc^- 
atory to the dignity of that board to pais an aft, excluding 
themfehres from any knowledge of thofe fervices, for which 
the refpeftive fums were made payable. For thefe reafons, 
among others, they oppofed the bill ; and prayed their 
diflent might be entered, as a vindication of diemfelves to 
his Majefty. The Governor, to whom it was fent up, de- 
tained It for farther confideration, though he pafled feveral 
other bills on the 19th of the month. This circumfiance, 
my Lord, could not but chagrin his Lieutenant, who had 
thetfll much at heart, not only on account of the large 
fums thereby payable to himfelf and brother, but became 
the paffing it into a law would be the fuUeft evidence of 
his alcendlancy over the Governor ; and if he could bring 
bim into difgrace with the minifby, by leading him into a 
breach of inftru6tions, it was plain he would- have nothing 
to rdy upon, but his own popularity. This was an im- 
portant card, and to be fkilmlly played off. So indeed it 
was ; and when I finiih the ftory, I am perfuaded your 

Lordfhip 
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Lordihip will entertain no very mean opinion of Amei-icatt 
politicians. The fpring was now advancing ; ahd it be* 
came neceffary to pafe a law for levying forces, not only to 
join the eaftern colonies, on a new expedition aglfaift the 
French fortrefr at Crown-Point, but for the proteftion of 
our weftern frontiers, in conjunction with Pennfylvanisi 
and New-Jerfey, which were become fields of blood, by tbtf 
daily ravages of inhuman barbarians. The bill for this pur* 
pofe originated with the affembly j and Mr. De Lance;f, 
who w^ now clofeting the members, was its prindpal con- 
ftruftor. When it came before the council, on mc aSth 
of March, that board immediatdy objected to it, accoT&ng 
to his expeftations : and the Governor declared, that n 
the council approved, he fliould himfelf give it a negative* 
Accordifig to the tenor of this bill, the forces defigned for 
the weftern expedition were to ferve but forty days, wicn 
the province of New-Jerfey had ordained their quota to be 
dilbandable by Mr. Belcher : and Sir Charles Hardy infift- 
ed, that the like confidence ought to be repofed in his 
judgment. The two houfes now engaged themfelvcs in a 
difpute, at a time when, of all others, every contention 
ihould have been avoided. Mr. Oliver De Lancey, ap- 
pointed by the houfe to provide the fupplies for the regi- 
ment defigned as our quota towards the Crown-Point ex- 
pedition, now gave orders to ftop all farther prepdnitions, 
an open rupture between the governor and affemWy bein; 
daily expeded. The members began freely to fpeak again 
him. ITie council laboured to procure an alteration of 
the bill ; but all to no purpofe. The principal thing aim- 
ed at, was the paOing of the debt bill : and a leading 
member in the houfe plainly intimated their defigns to the 
Govomor. ' Doubtlefs your Lordihip will wonder he did 
not difiblve them with indignation. Believe me, my iSM, 
it would have been a ftep, at this time^ extremely unadvif- 
able. Forty days intermiffion, between the teft and return 
of the writ of fummons for the eleftion of reprefentativcs, 
being required by law, the puWic exigencies \rere too 
premng to admit of any delay. Mr. De Lancey knew aD 
ids advatagcs : and that Sir Charles Hardy might be at no 
lofs to conjefture that the houfe was now afting at bis 
beck, nor mmfelf under the neccffity of joining with the 

coundl 
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icoundl againfb the ^, abiiented himfelf firom the confulta- 
tioQS of that board The ndghbouxing colonies, in the 
mean time, were urgi^g the di^jatch ot our preparations 
for opening the campaign. Reduced at length by .thd(e 
' 4)erpk2ities, he was bbhged to fend for his lieutenant, and 
^ve Mm his prom]& to pa£s the favourite bill for paynjien]: 
*^the public debts; The hotde then privateLy took back 
the quota-ibill ; and» after a few alterations, the council paf- 
&d it on :the 3 ii( <if March. To both ,of thena Sir Ghaiila 
^ve his afleht the following day : and they were enroUea 
amone our laws. I leave this affiiir to your Lordihip's own 
refleftions ; obferving only, that firom this period, the 
lieutenant Governor's influence became more apparent 
thjsin before ; and that as it always was, fo it will ever con- 
tinue to be, his ruling paffion, and the grand engine of his 
.politics, to cruih or control the King's governors in .this 
.province. 

The plan of operations, concerted at New-York in Dc- 
<:ember, was a few days after tranfmitted to Sir Thomas 
Robinfon, to be laid before his Majefty, for the royal appro- 
;hation*. Upon the arrival of the firfl veffels from Europe 
in April following, we were furprifed with thefe remarkable 
articles of intelligence : that the a£tion at L. George had been 
magnified in England into an almoft deciiive viaory ; that 
Mr. Johnfbn was advanced to the dignity of a baronet, and 
^oooL fierlihg voted by the commons, as a farther reward 
for his great fervices : that Eyres, his engineer, was raifed 
^o a- majority ; and Wraxal, his fecretary, to the comlnand 
of a company* To crown, in fine, the utmofl wiflies of his 
jadveriaries, that Mr. Shirley's conduft having been entire- 
•hr dUapproved, his Majefty had been pleafed to remove him 
-itotfi the command, and appoint the.rigiit hon. the.Earl.6f 
:liOudon general of all his torces in North- America. Than 
■theie particulars, nothing could have been more pleaiing.to 
the New^YorJk cabal, as they were fliortly. to reap the fruits 
oi all thoie cahunnies, of which they iiad been the origin- 
al 

-* 'Mr. Pownal importuned Mr. Shirley to be made the bearer of thefe 
difpatdifs. llie General very civilly thanked him for the offer of Lis 
fervicc ; but chofe rather to confide in Major Ruiheiford and Capt. 
«Staats Morris- Mr. Pownal followed foqn after them, to ^England. 
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al authors. A change of the General at otice gratified their 
revenge and ambition, and facilitated the execution of an 
afl&ir earneftly folicited, and greatly advancive of their in- 
tereft. 

I wiU not affert, that Mr* Shirley had yet received lais 
Majefty's orders with refpeft to the late plan of operations. 
I believe he had not, becaufe on the 7th of May he arrived 
at Albany, and continued his preparations for carrying that 
plan into execution, until the 25th of the month, when a 
council of war was there held, confifting of the foUowzng 
members : . 

His Excellency the General, 
Lieut. Col. Gage, Lieut. Col. Burton, Major Chapman, 
Major Sparks, Sir John St. Clair, John Montrefor, Efq* 

chief engineer. 
Mr. Shirley laid before them the minutes of the co 
in December, and acquainted them with the ftate of 
With refpeft to the weftern expedition, the naval force up- 
on the la^ confifted, he obferved, of two veflels of ten car- 
riage guns each ; two row-gallies, each of ten fwivels ; and 
that he had three months before iffued orders for building 
three other veflels, one of eighteen, another of fixteen, and 
a third of twelve carriage guns. Befides which, there 
would be 250 whale-boats upon the lake, each of them ca- 
pable of containing fixteen men. The knd forces then at 
Ofwego, and on their march for preferving a free cotninu- 
nication between that place and Albany, were his own and 
Pepperell's regiments, with that raifed and fupported by 
the province of New-Jerfey, and the four independent 
companies of New- York. As there was a magazine of 
protons and ftores at the Canajohary Falls, about thirty- 
five miles from Schenedady, his Excellency propofed pcM- 
ing there 100 men out of thofe forces ; as many more at 
the German Flats, to fecure another magazine, guard the 
portage, and convoy the provifions through the Wood 
Creek : and as the fall near Ofwego occafioned another 
. finall portage, a fort was there alfo to be ereded, for a gar- 
rifon of fifty men at leaft. It was, my Lord, of the great- 
eft moment to keep open the communication betvi^cen Al- 
bany and our fort on the lake ; his Excellency was there- 
Sore Intent upon railing four companies of fixty privates 

each, 
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each, to be employed in £couting along the paffage, and 
haraflmg the French fettlements between Frontenac and 
Montreal. 

The General gave them aUb an account of the ftrength 
of Ofwego, when he left it the laft fall ; adding, that he 
had fent up Mr. M'Keller, the engineer in fecond, and Mr. 
Sewer, a pracSitioner engineer, with orders to make fuch 
additional works, as they fhould think neceflary for the fe» 
Gurity of that important poft. And your Lordflup will be 
pleafed to take notice, that thefe orders were ifliied very 
early in March, before the Mohawk river was open ; and 
that the engineers aftually arrived at Ofwego in April, 
At thefe feveral garrifons were to be depofited fix months 
provifions for 7000 ; and he obferved to the council, that, 
for that purpofe^ 200 whaleboats and coo batteaux had 
been difpatched, fince the firft of April, n^om Scheneftady. 
The remaining qtiantity would have been tranfported b]r 
the middle of July, had his defigns b(»en carried into ez»> 
ecution. 

As to the provincial expedition, he informed them, that 
the troops voted by the feveral colonies amounted to 8800 
men, including the officers and garrifons at the forts Edn 
ward and Wilnam-Henry. One, or perhaps two hundred: 
Indians might be expeAed to join them, befides a company, 
which his Excellency had raifed, to harafs the enemy upon 
lake Champlain, and procure intelligence of their motions 
in Canada ; and three more^ for the like fervice, were in* 
tended to be chofen out of the whole force deftined for 
Crown-Point. 

About this time, one Rogers, of New-Hampftiirc, captain 
of a ranging company, gave repeated demonftrations of his 
aftivity in the neighourhood of Crown-Point. He made 
many incurfions upon the enemy, fell on their fcattered 
■ parties, and fcarce ever returned to Fort William^Henry 
without fcalps and prifoners. The General took particular 
notice of him ; and he became Angularly ferviceable in 
procuring intelligence. By a cadet, whom he took on the 
flotji of May, we were informed, that the whole number 
of men at Fort St. Frederick, Ticonderoga, and at an ad* 
vanced poft, were 1 1 00, compofed of the regiments of Lan* 
guedoc, the Queen's regiment, two companies of the cokh 
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ny troops," ^d the miUtia, Befides thefe, there were In- 
dians ; but their numbers uncertain. That at TicoBdere- 
ga the French had twelve pieces of ordnance mounted^ and 
carriages preparing for an additional number ; but that 
the retrenchment at the advanced poft was without any 
cannon. Thefe troops wintered at Montreal and Chamblyj 
and arrived at the fouth end of the lake about the midcSe 
of April, being plentifully fupplied with provifions and 
military ftbrea. Thefe intelligences the General laid bc^ 
fore his council ; and then bbferved, that the 5bth and 
51ft regiments, the Four independent companies^ and the 
regiment of New-Jerfey^ were fcarce a third part o€ the 
number of troops dcfigricd by the general plan for the c|>- 
crations upon Like Dntarib : that the provihdals were 
aifo not only deficidit of the complement thought Aeoef- 
lary it the oingreJs, but even bf thfe number voted by the 
prb^nces concerned in the diteiprife againil Crown-Point \ 
and that lit was impradicaUb, ei^eh ^th the juh£tion of 
the 44th and 48th regiments, then at Albany, to carry on 
both the northeri^ and weft^ expeditions at the iaxne 
time : that he had no dependance upon the Indians of the 
Six Nations, Sir William Jbhnfon bang imable to procure 
Ibouting parties ; and that u{]bn this accQxmt he propofed 
raifing tour ciriipinies for that fcrvice. 
. Your LonMhip may hence obferve, what reafon the con- 
grds in Decemlbcr had for their opiiiion, that more troops 
were necefiary for his !Majefty*s fervice in America. ISlo 
reinforcements being yet arrived from England, for carry- 
ing the general plan into execution, the council were x)f 
unanimous opinion, that 1300 ought to beipoftcfd at Ofwc-. 
go, '50 at the Falls, 200 at tihe Oneida Carrying-Place, 150 
at the Germkn Flats, arid ks many more at the Canajoha- 
ry Falls. Tkey adVIfed, therefore, that the 50th and 5 ift, 
and the Nev^r-Jeriey regiments, the independents, and the 
North-Cardlina provincials, (all which amounted to about 
2COO men) flio\ild be employed in that fervice. The 44th 
arid 48thTegjrhents, with the colony troops, were thought 
faffident fo reduce Crown-Point. Accordingly, they 're- 
commended their junction ; adviling, however, that the 
rcj^ars fliould continue for a time in their encampment at 
'AlbSiny. The ranging companies, propofed by the Genc- 
- ' ral, 
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ral, Wdre highly' af^roted; and the raifing of otherf 
firoiigly recomtiiended« They alfo concurred vrith him in 
fentiftient^ that a road ought to be made from the German 
Plats to Ofwego j and dedared, it appeared to them very 
neceflary to ftrengthen Fort Edward, and ered another at 
the South Bay. llxe former was a depofit fqr ftores, and 
at the concurrence of all the routes from CrownrPoint to 
Albany. The latter would command the route taken by 
barron Dieikau for his defigned attack upon Fort Edward ) 
a route through which incurfions were frequently made 
upon our northern frontier. A fort at the South Bay was 
CojEicdiVed requifite, to cover our convoys of proyifions for 
the northern expedition from the infults of the enemy, who^ 
in flying parties, infefted the paflage from Albany* to Wit 
liam-HeAry. The propriety of this advice, my Lotd, mult 
be evident to every man of a tolerable acquaintance with 
the coUntty ; and thefe were the very fentiments which 
the Genef al i'epeatecHy communicated tp Sir William John-^ 
fbn, in his letters, after the aftion at Lake George ; which 
were then flighted by the cabal, who fl:udioufly oppofed 
him in all his meafures. 

Thus I have fliewn your Lordfliip the reafons why the 
general plan continued to be unexecuted, till the fitting of 
this laft council of war. Mr. Shirley, however, in hopes 
pf the arrival of the expefted reinforcements, and loath to 
be diverted from his favourite deffgns upon Lake Ontario^, 
continued to throw large quantities of provifions and ftores 
into Scheneftady, and all the magazines between that place 
ajid Ofwego. This, it was fuppofed, was done to induce 
his fucceflor, from thefe ample fupplies, to aA upon this 
quarter ; it being univerfally imagined, that Crown-Point 
was iiow become the main objed of the miniftry. TiH the 
arrival of General Webb, on the 7th of June, this was only 
conjjefture, and general report. The efteds of the mifrep- 
refentations of American affairs in England, then became 
evident to all ; for the fl:pres, laid -in at Scheneftady, were 

now 
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* -For the btiilding of a fort at South Bay, preparations were making 
when Mr. Shirley refigned the command of ^e army : but the work 
has flnce bieea.negle^d-; and the pailage from Fort Edward to our 
casip at 'William^Bentiy, -infefted all this fummer, and many of our peo^. 
pie cut off, as was forefeen by this council. 
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now reconveycd to Albany, for the noithem expedition ; 
and frefli clamours excittfd againft Mr. Shirley, for his fup- 
plic> towards the weftern operations. On the 15th of 
Jufie, Major General Abercrombie landed at New-York ; 
and ten days after, at Albany ; where he immecHately took 
upon himfelf the command of the army. Shirley continu- 
ed there no longer than to deliver over to the new Gene. 
ral \\\'z proper returns, and communicate fuch informatioB 
as appeared ncceflary, with refpcft to the prefent fituation 
of art'rjrs. 

'V\\c whole force, of which General Abercrombie now 
took tJif c(MP.mand, confifted of the 44th, 48th, 5otli,axid 
51ft regiments, four independent companies, the New-Jcr- 
fcy regiment, four companies raifed by the province erf 
North-Carolina, Otway's, and. the Highland regiments,* 
and the provincial forces deftined againft Crown-Foinf. 

Inftruftions had been given to Sir William Jbhnfon, to 
procure a large body of the Six Natipns, to join in any at- 
tcni])t that might be made upon the Lake Ontario ) and 
to engage 1 00 more for the affiftance of the provincial ar- 
my. To cfFccl which, he was then holcting a confisrenco 
with the deputies of the Six Cantons at Onondaga, from 
•^\ lience he was to proceed immediately to Ofwego. Mr, 
Shirley had, bcfides, raifed a company of Indians from 
Stockbridge, to be employed in ranging the woods between 
Fort William-Henry and Montreal : and that his Majefty's 
fcrvice upon Lake Ontario might be free from the obftnic- 
tions, by which it had been the year before greatly embar- 
raffed, he had enlifted 40 companies of batteauTmen, eaci 
of 50 men, a captain and an affiftant, for tranfporting ftoro 
and provifions to Ofwego. Thefe were put under th 
direction of Captain Bradftreet, an aftive, vigilant officer, 
inured to the hardfhips to which that fervice incvitaMj 
expofed him. This, though one of the moft jucKdow 
meafures that could have been taken, was made the fab- 
je<ft of low inveftive. The faftion at New-York laboured 
to reprefent it as a projeft to involve the Crown in a neei 
lefs expenfe : but time has given the fulleft evidence ik 
the propriety of this ftep ; and proper it will appear to 
^ur 

* Thefe two regiments arrived \rith him« and conHfted of aboat oo9 
men. ^ 



e 
r 

h 
la 

ti 

( 

\ 

( 

« 

t 
c 



in Ncrth'Americaj from 1753 to iJS^* ^5* 

your Lordfhip, before the condufion of this letter. Gen- 
eral Shirley, wifely forefaw, that the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions, whatever influence over them Sir William Jdhnfori 
might pretend, could not be engaged even to prote£l: the 
King's troops in the pai&ge through their own country ; 
and that unlefs the communication was kept open to Of- 
wego, nothing could be effe£led upon the Lake, nor th6 
garrifon itfelf preferved from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. Accordingly, no fooner did the fpring open, thaa 
a little blockaded poft, with twenty-five men, at the Car- 
rying-Place, in the very center of the Oneida country, was 
cut off; the Oneidas themfelves being unqueftionably con- 
cerned in the maflacre* Nothing could fecure us againft 
the repetition of thefe infults, but palling through the 
country with large fquadrons of batteaux : and to facili- 
tate the tranfportation, Mr. Shirley, who canvafled every 
expedient for the prefervation of Ofwego, employed a 
working party of eighty men, under a direftor, to remove 
the obftruftions in the Wood-Creek j by this means, the 
portage from the Mohawk River, acrofs the great Carry- 
ing-Place, was reduced from eight miles to one. Nor did 
he omit obfervin^ to his fucceflbr, that an attempt upon 
Niagara was of the laft importance \ the lofs or preferva^ 
tion of our Indians depending upon the fuccefs of the op- 
erations on Lake Ontario* 

Relative to the Crown-Point expedition, he recommend- 
ed! the march of part of the army, in a new-difcovered 
route, on the weu fide of Lake George,, to the enemy's 
advanced works, five miles ihort of Ticonderoga \ which 
being carried, the heavy artillery and ftores might be there 
landed, and tranfported through a road to Ticonderoga 
and Fort Frederick : and after the redudion of thofe fbr- 
trefles, he advifed General Abercrombie immediately to 
CQnflrud; armed vefiels, to fecure the command of Lake 
Champlain. 

Your Lordihip may remember, that an attempt was 
2- propofed, at the congrefs in December, againft Fort Du 
tf Quefiie, with an army of 3000 provincials. Governor 
^ Sharpe was to have commanded in that enterprife ; but 
J there remained now no hopes of its profecution. Virginia 
% chofe to be entirely upon the ddfoifive. Maryland was 
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whcjJly inftdive ; her frontier being covered by die a^. 
jdning province : and as to Pennf^vatiia, fhc nii&d ifi- 
deed 1 500 men, but only with a view to proted: her oat- 
farms ; nor prcft>ably woidd thus far have coafuIjLdl |iet 
own fitfety, but for the daily murders and horrid cruelties 
perpetrated upon her borders. 

With reaped to the drcmnftances of lojdian.affidr^to 
the northward : While Mr. Shirley was at Ofweg€i, aa4 
^on his return^ as 1 before obferved to your Lbrdflip, he 
propofed to the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, and Oiiei- 
fdas, the erection of fmall forts^ for the proteddon of iheir 
tdfpeftive caftles. The two laft tribes coniented ; defirinF 
Wo, that the forts mi^t be mounted with cannon : a&« 
the Tufcoraras afterwards fent deputies to him, with the 
like requeft; The Senecas and Cayugas had alfo 'lately £g- 
tlified their acquiefcence to Sir William Jdhnfon ; andfhe 
<Jeneral tranfinitted him the plan of .a fort, direfting tie 
•pro&cution of the work with all poffible diipatch, 2S « 
•moft effe6hial means to fecure the Indian country t6 hi 
Majefly. 

Before Mr. Shirleiy left Ofwego the laft year, he propoCsd 
■to the Six Natiolis, their convening this fummer, in a 
p^nd council there, the Indians on the north fide of X^ 
"Ontario, and round Lake Erie, to confult thdr coxnmoB 
intereftj and maintain a corirdpondence by anliuaJ toun- 
cils at Oiwego. And to draw off- the -latter from tlvcir at- 
tachmefit to -the French, recommended to the SixNatiosi 
their concurrence,: in <^)ening a free trade with the foreigi 
■Indians, at the entrance of » the Onondaga river, -upoi 
terms more advantageous tb •all the Indians than anyhidh 
«to ^rfued. This fpring. Sir Wffliam Johnfon inrormd 
iis Excellency, that the Six Natfofts were extremely wlJ 
]^eafcd "^ith the projefts relating both to the tr^eat^O^ 
wego, and' the conftruftion of forts in their caiit<Mis. ^« 
accelerate the latter, the General fupplied him with: -5000! 
fterling, in addition to- 50061 advanced to him' by General 
Braddock : arid yet, my Lord, he W2is conftraineil to con- 
fefs, • in a fubfequeht letter i* that, unlefe his Excellencf 
cpuld engage feveral companies of rangers, he de^ah^ cif 
the |)refervation -even .of a free ^iff^kge through their oo» 
tty : and'trtiether he hasy to this^nay, built a-firi^e-fort, 
•"•' "' * May 10, 1736. -^ * 
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as the General propolcd, I have not been able, after much 
inquiry, to difcover. 

Equsdly unpromifing was the iituation of our affairs 
with the fouthern Indians. Some hopes, indeed, were en- 
tertained of the fidelity of the Cherokees, a people warlike 
and powerful ; in whofe territories the Virginians were 
erecting a fortrefs. The Shawanefe, neverthelefs, continu- 
ed their irruptions into that province : and Governor Din- 
widdie was obliged to draft the militia, to oppofe theii: 
progrefs, and prdferve the town of Winchefler, Thefe In- 
dians alfo, with the Sufquehannas and Delawares, commit- 
ted frequent hoflilities upon the Pennfylvanians. Gover- 
nor Morris, for the protection of the country, carried a 
line of forts on the weft fide of the Kittatiny mountains, 
all along the extended frontier of that colony, from Dela- 
"ware to the river Potowmac. The government of New- 
Jerfey proceeded even to declare war againft the Delaware 
Indians ; and would have penetrated into their fettlements, 
had not afTurances been fent by Sir William Johnfon from 
the council at Onondaga, that the Delawares and Shawanefe, 
in obedience to the Six Nations, were under renewed and 
pofitive engagements to refrain from any farther outrages 
upon the fouthern frontiers. If any fuch promifes were re- 
afly made, it is certain they were immediately broken, many 
of our inhabitants having fince been murdered and captiva- 
ted by the favages of thofe very tribes. Whence we may 
fairly conclude, that either the Six Nations connived at thefe 
infraftions of their commands, or that their ancient fov- 
ereignty is become the contempt of their tributaries. In 
faft, my Lord, the matter is ftill worfe. Too much realbn 
is there to believe the truth of both thefe alternatives. 

I informed your Ldrdfhip, that Sir William Johnfon vrds 
ordered to proceed from Onondaga to Ofwego, with as 
many Indians as could be perfuaded to maixh with him, 
not only for the more efieftual prefervation of that pott, 
but to execute the plan which Gen. Shirley had concerted, 
for the eftablifhment of an annual council there, with thofc 
- Indians who had been long in the Frencli iritereft, and 
feemed ready to liften to propofals for an alliance with us. 
It was expedient, my Lord, that he fliould have complied 
with thefe inftruAions ; nay, it was his duty j but no 
W, [Fb/. vii.] , founer 
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ivef. Cs^. Bradftreet, who had the direclion of the 
tteaux, was apprifed that fmall parties lay in ambufh, 
iting a favourable opportunity to attack him. Accord- 
j^y, when he left Ofwego, he ordered the feveral divilions 
pi;oceed as near each other as poflible : but fo numerous 
d irregular a body could not, without difficulty, be kept 
any tolerable order. He was at the head of itbout 300 
tteau-men, in the firfi divifion, upon his return to Sche- 
ftady^ and about nine miles from Ofwego, when the cn- 
ty, who were 700 ftrong, rofe from their ambufcade, 
i fired upon his front. Near the place of attack, was a 
ill iiiand, by which the enemy might eafily have forded 
J Hven Bradftreet, in an inftant, landed upon the ifland, 
prevent being inclofed between two fires ; and with fix 
ai maintained his poffeffion, bravely repelling twenty of 
t ^nemy, who attempted to feize that advantageous poft. 
was then reinforced with fix others ; and even compcl- 
. a fecond party of forty French to give way. Enraged 
this fhameful difappointment, the enemy, to the number 
feventy men, thought proper to make a third attempt ; 
t the batteau-men, who did not exceed twenty, with re- 
libled bravery, ftill kept their ground, and again forced 
lir adverfaries to retire. During thefe fkirmimes, which 
;cd near an hour, the batteau-men in the rear landed, 
thout lofs or confufipn, upon the fouth fide of the river. 
ur hundred of the enemy now advanced up the north 
e of the ftream, intending to ford it about a mile higher, 
1 furrdund us. Bradftreet, aware of the defign, left the 
nd, and with two hundred men marched on the other 
I to oppofe them. But they had aftually forded over 
ore he came up, and pofted themfelves in a fwamp. Dr. 
'kland, w^th the fecond divifion of batteaux, was now 
irancirig to his afliftance ; but Bradftreet ordered him, 
i Capt. Butler, who commanded the third divifion, to 
jp their pofts, and cover the batteaux in the rear. B)e- 
; arrived at the fwamp, an engagement enfued, in the 
lian manner of fighting, and continued above an hour, 
th dubious fuccefs. Bradftreet, at length, animating his 
n, ruflied into the thicket through twice his number, 
i gallantly puflied them into the river, where many of 
yn perifhed. Another attempt was made, in the mean 

time^ 
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fooner was he acquainted with Mr. Shirley's refignation of 
the command of the army, than he returned from Onon- 
daga to Albany, at the head of about fixty Indians, leaving 
Capt, Patten, with his company of grenadiers, to wander 
through a forlorn wildernefe, in fearch of Ofwego. Whe* 
ther this inftance of his conduft was not intended to raife 
his reputation with the new General, as a leading man 
among the Indians, I leave to your Lordfliip*s conje6hire. 
By arts like thefe, he acquired his Indian fame : and the 
influence of the faction at New- York fo powerfully iuftain- 
ed it, that few perfons doubted his ability to procure fev- 
era] hundred warriors for our afliftance, though every day 
exhibited frefli proofs of their melancholy defeflion*^ Be- 
fides the deilrucUon of our poft in the very country of the 
Oneidas, mentioned before, the enemy infefted the parts 
about Ofwego, and the whole paflage thither, without the 
leaft oppofition from the Six Nations. Alarms, indeed, 
were frequently given of the approach of their flying par- 
ties ; and it was obfervable, that Sir William Johnfon, on 
thofe occaflons, as Colonel of the county, raifed the militia 
of Albany, and proceeded to the fpot ; though every man, 
ajcquainted with Indians, well knows, that, of all places, 
thefe are the moft unlikely for finding the enemy. By 
fuch fham expeditions have our northern inhabitants been 
impoveriflied and diftrefled : nor could they aniwer any 
other end, than to raife a bruit through the colonies ; and, 
with parade and oftentation, fet the gazetteers upon found- 
ing his applaufe. Even in thefe wild romantic excurfions, 
but few Indians attended him : and yet, if we credit our 
news-writers, hundreds were in his train. 

Mr. Shirley had fcarce refigned the command to Major- 
General Abercrombie, when the good effeft of the batteau 
fervice became fo irrefiftibly evident, that his very enemies 
recollefted their ungrounded calumnies with mame and 
confufion. I allude, my Lord, to the aftion bet^ween the 
French and our batteau-men, on the 3d of July. Senfible 
of the importance of Ofwego, the enemy coUefted them- 
felves, about the latter end of May, in a large body, not 
many miles to the eaftward of that garrifon ; from whence 
detachments were perpetually fent out to faU upon our 
workmen, and inJeft the paffage through the Ondndagt 

Riven 
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River. Czpt. Bradftreet, who had the direclion of the 
batteaux, was apprifed that fmall parties lay in ambufh, 
waiting a favourable opportunity to attack him. Accord- 
ingly, when he left Ofwego, he ordered the feveral divifiorls 
to pr;oceed as near each other as poiGble : but fo numerous 
alid irregular a body could not, without difficulty, be kept 
to any tolerable order. He was at the head of itbout 300 
batteau-men, in the firft divifion, upon his return to Sdie- 
nedady, and about nine niiles from Ofwego, when the en- 
emy, who were 700 ftrong, rofe from their ambufcade, 
and fired upon his front. Near the place of attack, was a 
fmall iiiand, by which the enemy might eafily have forded 
the fiver. Bradftreet, in an inftant, landed upon the ifland, 
to prevent being inclofed between two fires ; and with fix 
men maintainea his pofleflion, bravely repelling twenty of 
the enemy, who attempted to feize that advantageous poft. 
He was then reinforced with fix others ; and even compel- 
led a fecond party of forty French to give way. Enraged 
at this fhameful difappointment, the enemy, to the number 
of feventy men, thought proper to make a third attempt ; 
but the batteau-men, who did not exceed twenty, with re- 
doubled bravery, ftill kept their ground, and again forced 
their adverfaries to retire. During thefe fkirmimes, which 
lafted near an hour, the batteau-men in the rear landed, 
without lols of confufipn, upon the fouth fide of the river. 
Four hundred of the enemy now advanced up the north 
fide of the ftream, intending to ford it about a mile higher, 
and furrdund us. Bradftreet, aware of the defign, left the 
iiland, and with two hundred men marched on the other 
fide to oppofe them. But they had aftually forded over 
before he came up, and pofted themfelves in a fwamp. Dr. 
Kirkland, w^th the fecond divifion of batteaux, was now 
advancing to his afliftance ; but Bradftreet ordered him, 
and Capt. Butler, who commanded the third divifion, to 
keep their pofts, and cover the batteaux in the rear. Be- 
ing arrived at the fwamp, an engagement enfued, in the 
Indian manner of fighting, and continued above an hour, 
with dubious fuccefs. Bradftreet, at length, animating his 
men, rulhed into the thicket through twice his number, 
and gaUantly puflied them into the river, where many of 
thgpi perifhed. Another attempt was made, in the mean 

time^ 
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time, to ford the river a little higher ; but thofe being al- 
fo repulfcd, the whole party was entirely routed and dif- 
peried. 

Juft after the defeat, Capt- Patten, \dth his grenadiers 
from Onondaga, fell in with our batteaux ; and the next 
morning a reinforcement of 200 men came up from the 
ffarrifon ; and but for the exceffive rains, which began 
foon after the aftion, and continued all the next day, thefe 
brave batteau-men would probably have cut oflF the whole 
party. Had Sir William Johnfon, as was expefted, accom* 
panied Capt, Patten to Ofwego, with the Indians from 
Onondaga, Bradftreet might have made immediate pur- 
fuit, and many of the enemy muft have been overtaken : 
but this pacific plenipotentiary was then haftening to Al- 
bany (a fafe fituation) with the important minutes of his 
late conference : a conference full of aflfeftionate Indiao 
fpeeches, and large promifes of their afliftance ; when 
fcarce a man of them could be prevailed upon to turn out 
of his hut for the defence of the common caufe, Brad- 
ftreet had but three Indians of the Six Nations with Aim 
at this attack. Of thefe, one took to his heels ; a fecond 
fought bravely ; but the third went over to the enemy, 
and affifted in pointing out our officers. In thefe fevem 
aftions we had about 30 men killed and wounded. Ho\sr 
many of the French were flain, i| not certainly known j 
though it is generally faid, they loft about 120. Eighty 
arms were brought to Sclieneftady ; and about 70 men 
found in the woods, and carried to Ofwego. The French 
fled in the utmoft cKforder : and fome of their regular fed- 
diers, being ftrangers to the country, got bewildered in 
the defart, and periihed for want of fuftenance. 

Bradftreet arrived at Scheneftady on the nth of July; 
and the next day acquainted General Abercrombie, at Al- 
bany, of the ftate of Ofwego : That he learnt from his prif- 
oners, the French were preparing to attack it, having laoo 
men for that purpofe encamped not far from the eaftern- 
moft fort. Upon the receipt of this intelligence, orders 
were iffued to Major-General Webb, to hold himfelf in 
readinefs to march for its defence with the 44th regiment 
My Lord, Mr. Shirley had, feveral days before,* advifed 
' \ General 

♦ On the 26th of June, the day after he was fupcrfcdcd. 
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General Abercroihbie to reinforce that garrifon with two 
battalions! at leaft : and they might have marched imme- 
diately, as Bradfbreet was ready to convoy the troops, and 
every magazine, along the paflage, plentifully fupplied with 
provifions. But not to anticipate my ftory ; 

Mr. Shirley arrived at New-York on the 4th of July, 
and waited the arrival of my Lord Loudon, who landed 
there on the 23d of that month, with Mr. Pownal in his 
train : but in what charafter the latter returned a fecond 
time from England, was a fubjecl of doubtful conjefture. 
His Lordihip, regardleis of his eafe, and the fatigues of a 
tedious voyage, tarried there but three days ; and on the 
29th of July reached his head-quarters at Albany, when he 
took upon himfdf thq command of the army. 

The garrifon of Ofwego confifted now of 1400 men, and 
about 300 workmen and failors. Four hundred and eigh- 
. ty-five were pofted, in fmall parties, between that place and 
Burnet's Field, to maintain an open paffage through the 
country of the Six Nations. The 44th and 48th regiments 
. at Albany and Schenectady, with the Britifh troops juft 
arrived, confifted now of 2600 men ; and the provincials, 
under the command of General Window, were about 7000, 
and ready to march from Fort William-Henry. Of the 
naval force of Ofwego, I have already given your Lordfliip 
an account : and as to the ftrength of the enemy at Ticon- 
deroga and Crown-Point, according to the lateft intelligence 
obtained by Capt. Rogers, they did not exceed 3000 men. 

From his Lordfliip's known abilities for war, the colo- 
nies were in great hopes, that, notwithftanding the delay 
of the Britifli reinforcements, fomc coup d'eclat would ve- 
ry fpeedily be ftruck at Crown-Point. But alas ! while we 
w^ere intent upon this favourite defign, the enemy were 
bending their main force, not to oppofe us at Ticonderoga, 
but to fecure what was to them a matter of much more 
importance, I mean the exclufive dominion of the great 
Lakes* Accordingly, they laid fiege to Ofwego ; and, af- 
ter 

f Such a reinforcement could eafily have been fpared for that pur- 
pofe, Otway's and the Highland regiment being now landed at Albany. 
And that this neceflary ftep might not be obftru<5led, General Shirley 
hady before their arrival^ difpatched an exprefs to Ofwego, ordering 
Bradflrect to quicken his return to Schene^flady, 
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ter two or three days conteft, obliged the garrifon, on the 
14th of Auguft, to furrender themfelves prifoners of waf, | 
This melancholy account was firft brought to Albany by 
feveral foldiers, fome of whom had formerly defcrted tbt 
French fervice ; and remained many days unconfirmed, till 
the arrival of two failors, who made their efcape aftet the 
reduftion of the forts. An univerfal fliock was now given 
to the whole continent : and to increafe our diftrcfi, the 
Indians reported, that the whole garrifon was put to the 
fword, and the dead bodies of our countrymen denied even 
the iacred rite of fepulture. But this, by fubfequent advi* 
ces, was contradifted : and the fpifes, difpatched for 6bf(^<^ 
vation, inform us, that the works are entirely demoliihe^ 
and the enemy departed. In what manner, and by what 
numbers, it was taken, or upon what terms furrendered, I 
cannot give your Lordfhip any fatisfaftory account. How 
many were killed on either fide is alfo unknown ; thofa^^ 
certain it is, that Lieut. Col. Mercer, the commanding w- 
ficer, is among the flain. 

It is much to be wiflied, my Lord, that Mr. Shirley's ad 
vice to General Abercrombie had been followed ; 2Uid 
equally to be regretted, that Sir William Johnfon returned ^^ 
with fuch precipitation from Onondaga to Albany. Nor 
ought the difcharge of 400 batteau-men, after Bradftreet*! 
return, to pafs without fome remark. They arrived t 
Scheneftady, as I obferved before, on the i ith of July ; ani 
methinks the recent proofs of their courage, and the afr 
count they gave of the ftrength and defi^ns of the enemyi 
might have been a fufficient antidote agamft the poifoo ct 
that courTcil for their difcharee ; which was nnqueftionai 
bly deugned by Mr. Shirley's enemies for throwing an o& 
um on his meafures. To the fame influence, my Lord» it 
was undoubtedly owing, that General Webb's march, vitk 
the 44th regiment, from Scheneftady, was delayed tiD the 
1 2th of Auguft, but two days before the garrifon was aftu- 
ally furrcndered. He had proceeded no farther than Bur- 
net's Fields with his regiment of 900 men, and the rem^n* 
ing 800 batteau-men, when the deferters brought him tk 
news of thefiege. Upon the receipt of which, he made* 
forced march to the Oneida Carrying-Place ; where hcitfr 
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mediately felled trees into the Wood Creek, to prevent the 
^ approach of the enemy.* 

' Thefe, my Lord, were great overfights : but the lofs of 
': Ofwego muft principally be afcribed to a more diftant caufe, 
\ to a junto, who have all along embarraffcd every part of 

• his Majefty's fervice on the Lake Ontario. By their mif- 

• reprefentations, the public has been drawn into a depend* 
•* ence upon the Six Nations, merely to exalt Sir William 

• Johnfon : and that nothing might be wanting to procure 
a change in the command of the army, and deftroy all con- 
fidence in Shirley's judgment, Ofwego, the great objeft of 

- his attention, has been flighted as an uneflential poft ; and 
the reduftion of St. Frederick reprefented as a point of far 
fuperior moment. 

My Lord, by thefe intrigues our country bleeds. Of- 
wego is loft ; loft, perhaps, for ever, with the naval arm- 
ament, above fixty pieces of ordnance, and a rich fupply 
of ftores and proviuons, laid in at a vaft expenfe, for fev- 
cral thoufand men, during the whole campaign. Would 
'to God this was all, and w« had nothing worfe to appro- 
liend ! Our fur trade, which has long been the principal 
objeft of the national attention, and the fupport of our 
Aontier city of Albany, is at an end. I'he French can 
oiow, with the utmoft fecility, fecure the inland country, 
^and confine us to the very brinks of the ocean : a free 
communication is opened between Canada and Louifiana ; 
|aa d all our intercourfe with the Indians totally refcinded. 
^'he enemy, on the other hafnd, may, without oppofition 
jnr reftraint, render thefe innumerable tribes of lavages 
"iEheir allies and dependants. The Six Nations are more 
^^iravering than ever : and fliould they no longer tliink it • 
expedient to preferve their neutrality, the whole continent 
^nuft inevitably become a field of blood. Whatever may 
"fcc thought of thefe colonies, which of late have been mag- 
nified 

* The French were equally apprehenfive of his advancing towards 
tiiein» or of our attempting to rebuild Ofwego : and very prudently im- 
proving the preient advantage^ begsin where General Webb left off, and 
Continued the obflrudion quite down to the entrance into the Oneida 
iftjake ; which renders it impoillble to pafs through the WoodCreek, 40 
toiiles in length. General Webb, not long after, abandoned the Carry- 
S-aig-Place, after burning down the forts, much to the difTatisfaftion of 
^liC Indians. 
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nificd for their numbers and opulence, I do ajQure yc 
lx)rdfhip, that a ftiort war will efFedually exhauft tYit 
Their fettlements are fcattercd ; their frontiers extenii^ 
the inhabitants but few, generally in very moderate < 
cumftances, and ftill luxurious, and without refoMrc 
The irruption of a few Indians into Pennfylvania had 
ready occafioned the lofc of fever al hundred fouls, and 
deft»lall(m of near two thoufand farms. The frontiers 
the ncii^hbouring colonics are equally defencelefs ; and 
power of the native favages, at prefent in the French 
tercll, is of itielf fullicient, by flow, but inevitable mea 
to reduce us to extreme beggary and diflrefs. 

Thus, my Lord, I have finiflied the relation of w 
has hitherto been tranfacled in America. I have not o. 
prefented you with a feries of the moft interefting evei 
but brought your Lordfliip acquainted with the char 
ters and dehgns of the principal agents in our political 
fairs. If I have erred, I am perfuaded it is not in any 
tide of importance, nor purpofely in the minuteft. ] 
ery line of this letter hath been penned with the m 
fkcred veneration for truth, and a mind equally unbiaf 
by refentment or aflFeftion. For obtaining an intimate 
quaintance with the matters rehearfed, few in the colon 
have had fuperior advantages : nor in coUedine pro] 
materials, has any one been more affiduous. Add to tl 
that I had no other intereft in the public meafurcs, ti 
the intereft of every man on the continent. 1 am una 
necled with all parties ; neither enjoying any poft my£ 
nor ftanding in the leaft relation to a fingle officer in i 
army. The love of my country was the fole fpring 
my curiofity ; and fo fir, indeed, I was not an unconce 
ed fpedator of the public tranfaftions. If I have m 
honourable mention of General Shirley, it w^as owing 
my approbation of his fchemes, as conducive to the cc 
mon weal of the Britifli plantations : and if my judgm 
was in this regard erroneous, I have the plealiire to i 
myfelf in very refpeftable company. Except New-Yo 
or rather a prevailing fadion there, all the colonies i 
him in very high efteem. Some have made public dec 
ations of their fenfe of his great merit ; and that too, 
time when he appeared delcending from his meridiai 
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glory, fiat he needed no other than the teftimonials of 
his own provmce ; for he, my Lord, whofe conduA is ap* 
proved by the people of the Maflachufetts-Bay, muft be dif- 
tingoifhed both for his abilities and his vitttte4 They :Ltt 
COo numerous and ivife to be deceived, too it^ and inde- 
pendent to be driven. An undue influence can never be 
iDbtained by the Governor of a colony, who has neithef 
|K>ver ftor places to beftow. Their siflemblies are annual ; 
th^ members eled:ed by ballot, in number near two hun«^ 
dred. The council^ or middle eftate, chofen yearly by the 
afiembly : and as aU the offices are elective, not a man in 
^he province is dependent on the fmiles or the frowns of 
•the Song's reprefentaltive : arid yet fo wife, free, and loyal 
U people have approved his judgment ; confided in his in^* 
^cgrity } teftified in his favour j and publicly lamented his 
departure from the continent. I would by no means, my 
3Lord, be under ftood, by thefe favourable fentiments of 
Sliirley, to difparage his noble fucceffor in the command. 
He yet has not, at leaft he deferves not to have, a fingle 
lenemy amongft us : and I hope it will ferve the purpofes 
ittf no man to be his enemy. I could only have wifhed, 
Itibat, at this critical junfture, a gentleman fo thoroughly 
^^^crfed in American affairs, had been continued in America 
Woft his Lordihip's affiftance. We have to contend with a 
flibtle, enterprifiiig foe ; a foe, rapacious, martial, and 
fcloddy, committing murders, rather than waging war. 
riTiiOugh the French colony contains, perhaps, not 30,000 
men capable to bear arms ; yet thefe are all under the def- 
|iK>tic command and fole direction of their Governor- 
^B^neral ; and experience teaches us, that, in fpite of our 
Mavy, they may be annually ^reinforced. The ftrerigth of 
iBiit colonies, on the other hand, is divided ; and the con- 
iMtreiice of all ncceflary both for fupplies of meri and 
teioftey. Jealous are they of each other ; fome ill cohfti- 
^ted ; others ihaken with inteftine divifions, and, if I 
icnay be allowed the expreffion,J)arfimonious even to prod- 
^ganty. Our aflemblies are diffidient of their Governors ; 
ovcmors defpife their aflfemblies, and both mutually mif- 
I'eprefeM each other to the Court of Great-Britain. Mili- 
tary meafuil'es demand fecrecy and difpatch : but while the 
ccrfdiues remain divided, &nd nothing can be tran&^ed but 
I [r^/. vu.] with 
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with their unlverfal affent, it is impoffible to maintain the 
one, or proceed with the other. Without a general con- 
ftitution for warlike operations, we can neither plan nor 
execute. We have a common intereft, and muft have- a 
common council ; one head and one purje. The French Ser- 
vice is unexpofed to thofe embarrauments ; and hence 
they projeft without difcovery ; and we fcarce coUeft their 
defigns, before we are attacked and defeated. Hitherto 
they have profecuted the war with fuperior advantage ; 
and yet the nulitia of the province of the Maflachufetts- 
Bay alone, undoubtedly exceeds, by fome thoufands, all 
the troops of Canada. Since the commencement of the 
prefent hoftilities, his Majefly has loft above 3000 loyal ful> 
je<fls : and as all the Indians are at the devotion of the 
French, and Ofwego is now loft, many thouiand farmSf 
before the opening of the next fpring, will probably be 
abandoned ; and the interior fettlements deluged vdth the 
innocent blood of all ages and fexes. Indeed, my Lord, it 
is not beneath the mou elevated ftation, to indulge the bt 
nevolent feelings of humanity ; nor, retiring awhile from 
the pomp and gaiety that furrounds you, to flied a pitying 
tear over famihes inhumanly bereft of their fubftance, or 
more inhumanly flaughtered in their beds. It is a celebrat- 
ed faying, and does honour to human nature, " Homo 
fum, et nihil humanum a me alienum puto.** 

What the prefent or the next campaign will bring forth, 
is known only to the Omnifcient Governor of the uni- 
verfe. The colonies are nearly exhaufted, and their funds 
already anticipated by expenfive, unexecuted projefts : and 
whether they will ftill continue their efforts, or relign to 1 
liftlefs defpair, is uncertain. I fear the worft ; and yet yoa 
know, my Lord, I am not of a melancholy caft. There is 
too much reafon for general concern : and I venture to 
predift, what every judicious perfon forefees, that unkA 
fome fuccefeful blow is ftruck, and fpeedily ftruck, at the I 
power of France, Britain muft inevitably lofe her pofleffiooi j 
in America : An event, my Lord, of the moft tremendoui 
confequence to us, to you, to the Proteftant religion, t« 
the peace of Europe ; yes, and to the peace and happinefi 
of sJl mankind. 

Hitherto we have wafted our ftrength in lopping rf 

branches^ 
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branches, when the axe (hotdd have been laid to the root 
of the tree. Canada, my Lord, Canada muft be demolifh* 
ed. Delenda eft Carthago, or we are undone. Strength 
fuffident have we left, with proper affiftance, for a deciuvc 
ftruggle : but a lingering. confumption will infallibly ener* 
vate and deftroy. France has been, ever can, and will be 
annually, throwing over freih troops into her colony, in 

: defiance of our great maritime force : and fhould peace en« 
file, even before our ruin is completed, what will be the 
ftate of thefe provinces upon the next rupture between the 
two crowns, when the frontier country is filled with our 

i enemies ? As you therefore value, my noble Lord, the 
oiufe of Liberty ; the fflory of the Britiih name ; the hon- 
our and dignity of the beft of Kings ; and the prefervation 
of thefe colonies from bloody carnage and total ruin ; eX'^ 
crt, I befeech you, exert your influence, to extirpate this 

. brood of Frendi &vages firom the face of ihe continent. In 
a fcheme fo dedfive, and in no other, will the provinces 
heartily unite ; and if well concerted, and our unfortified 
fea-coafts at the fame time fuffidendy proteded, it will 
doubtle& fucceed ; humble the pride of France ; and dofe 
the prefent war with a lafiing and honourable peace. 

I am, my Lord, 

with the profoundeft refpeft, 

your Lordfhip's moft obliged 

and obedient fervant. 
New* York, Sept. ao, 1756. 

A Description of Wiscasset, and of the River 
Sheepscot. By Rev. Alden Bradford, Minister 
AT Wiscasset, S.H*S« 

JUDGE Sullivan, in his Hiftory of the Diftrift of 
Maine, Dr. Morfe, in his Gazetteer and GeoCTaphy, 
and the Due de Liancourt, in his volume of travels through 
the United States and Canada, have given fome account 
of "Wifcaflet. But they are very partial, and in fome in- 
' fiances erroneous in their ftatements ; and a particular and 
accurate deicription of this place and river, though confid- 
trably celebrated for the nautical enterprife of the inhab- 

itanU^ 
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itants, and for its great advant^es witk tefpe^l to naviga- 
tion, has never yet been publiflied* 

Wifcafict is fituated on the weftern branch of Sheepfcot 
river, about twenty miles from the ifland of Seguin ;* 
which lies two miles off the neck, or point of land lYiat 
feparates the entrances into the rivers Kennebec and Sheq>- 
fcot. The mouth of Kennebec is very narrow ; ooiv 
about half a mile ; and the current exceedingly rapia 
But the entrance into Sheepfcot, for feven or eight miles 
above Seguin, prefents the appearance of a large bsiy« 
The width gradually lefiens. But even at the diftance 
from its mouth, juft mentioned, it is two miles and up- 
wards. Five miles below Wifcaflet, the river becomei 
much more confined, and the banks are high. In fbme 

• {daces, it is little more than half a mile. The water ii 
very deep, generally from fifteen to twenty fathoms. 

In one place, a mile below Wifcaflet, where the river is 
only about one hundred rods wide, there are not more than 
eleven fathoms. There is not leis water in any place b 
the river, below this fettlement : and it is navigable for the 
largefl Ihips with perfedl fiifety, as high as this place. In 
the year 1 775, two Britilh men of war came up ti« river 
oppofite the town. And merchant fhips of more than 
five hundred tons are owned here ; which lay afleet at low 
water, when loaded, at fome of the wharves. 

^ Againfl the'compaft part of the town, and for a fhort 
diftance above and below, the river is nearly a mile wide. 
The navigation is rather difficult for large veffels above this 

' place. But thofe of an hundred tons may fafely afcend 
about four miles higher up the river, to New-Caftle. Hew 
is a fall of water, which prevents any other craft than boats 
to proceed farther into the country. The tide-water con- 
tinues yet five miles higher, where the river is very finafl, 
and fit only for the bufinefi of mills ; feveral of which aw 
here adyanta^eoufly fituated. . 

Over the river, half a mile above the fall, there is a toB 

bridge, built in 179^, which is fix hundred feet in length. 

The land, where is the compaft and mercantile part of 

the town, approaches to a pdnt ; or, i& rather two ude»oi 

a par^ellogram ; the lon^ of which is the bank of the 

*nis ifland is in laj. 43. 52. long. 68, 
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river, lying about N, by £• and $• bv W. \ and the fliorteflb 
fide, the margin of a fmall bay, or inlet, which, on the fouth 
of the iettlement, encroaches on the main about one hun*^ 
dred wA forty rods, for the diftance of three fourths of a 
Qiile^ 

The courfe of the river, from its mouth, both above and 
below Wifcaffet, is nearly N. by £• But in fome places, 
for ihort diftances, it varies from this direction. A little 
below Wifca£fet poipt, it is diverted from its general courfe 
to a N. W. one, where the bed of the river is narrow \ but 
ipgn again continues its ufual diredion. 

Oil the weft fide of Sheepfcot river, near its mouth, is 
Piker's ifland. This is in Georgetown ; and extends a 
£^ miles, when the ifland of Jeremyfquam continues to 
bound this fiiore of the river, within a mile of Wifcaflet 
point. This ifland extends about twelve miles in length, 
audi) in.iiQm^ {dacesamik and a half; but generally from 
(Hie to half a mile wide. The weftem fide of this ifland is 
' £^2if i^ed j^om the fouthern part of .Wifcaflet, and from a 
part of Woolwich, (which is adjoining Wifcaflet on the 
S. W.) by a crois river running from Sheepfcot, and fall- 
ing into the Kennebec opppfite to Bath, about eight miles 
from its mouth. This crofe river meets the Sheepfcot 
about a mile fouth of Wifcaflet point, where the courfe of 
this latter river, for a fliort diftance, makes a right angle 
with its general diredion ; and thus a bay is mrmed of 
about two miles by one ; which is very convenient and 
pleafant. 

The' crofs river communicating with Kennebec, is a 
great advantage to Wifcaflet. Lumber of ajl kinds is 
brought here from various parts of the Kennebec, and 
from Amarifcoggin. Vefiels of feventy and eighty tons 
pafs through this crofs river loaded. And a new light ihip 
of 400 tons has been carried through here, by taking ad- 
vantage of the tide and current, which, in fome places, 
where the river is narrow, is very rapid. 

Befidie the great depth, and the comparative flilnefs of 
the .water in Sheepfcot, there is another advantage for nav- 
igation, which it has over moft other rivers in the Difirift 
of Maiae : It is feldom obfiruAed by ice in the coldeft and 
Jongeft vioters. It has fometiQies been kpQwn to be 

frozen, 
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frozen, for one or two days, about half the diflance from 
the Point, where is the loweft wharf, to the narrows j that 
is, half a mile. But even then, the ice was eafily remov- 
ed. And below this, it never freezes. Only once in iGx 
years, though there have been feveral very fevere winters 
in this penod, has the river been frozen as low as the 
Point, and then it continued only about twenty-four hourr. 
A little higher, at the moft northern wharves, the ice is 
often entirely acrols the river, and fometimes continues 
feveral days. 

The water here flows and ebbs from ten to fifteen feet \ 
generally about twelve ; which is nearly the fame as at 
Bofton. And it is remarkable, that at Portfmouth, Port- 
hnd, and other places between this and Bofton, the tide 
flows lefs than in theie two harbours. 

There are ten confiderable wharves in this place^ one of 
which is 550 feet in length. It is about eighty rods high- 
er up the river than that at the Point, which is adjoimng 
the channel of the river. The long wharf alfo runs oflF to 
the edge of the channel ; fo that very large vefiels, laden, 
are afleet at thefe, when the water is the loweft. 

The compad part of the town confifts of about one 
hundred and thirty dwelling-houfes } fome of which are 
large and elegant. The ftores are numerous ; and ibme 
of them fpacious, and ornamental to the town. There 
are four ftreets running parallel with the river, diftant 
from one another about twelve rods. Thefe are interfeft- 
ed at right angles, about eighty rods north of the Point, 
by a ftreet 140 feet wide, pafflng down a gentle defcent 
by the meeting and court houfes, (which are handfome 
building,) in almoft a ftraight courfe to the head of the 
long wharf. This is the main ftreet leading into the vil- 
lage from the W. and N. W. The ftreet leading out of 
toMm to the eaftward is the continuation of the third, 
which is parallel with the river. It leaves the main ilreet 
about fifty rods from the river, and its courfe is flxaight 
for three quarters of a mile, when it winds to the N. E. 

On the eaft fide of the river, oppofite to Wifcaflet, is 
the town of Edgecombe. The ifland of Jeremyfquam, 
which lies on the weft fide of the Sheepfcot below Wifcaf- 
fet, and as high up as the narrows, before pientioned, be« 

longs 
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longs to this town, and not to Woolwich, as Judge Sulli* 
van aflbrts in his Hifiory of Maine. 

What is now Pownalborough, (for Wifcaffet* is the In- 
dian name of the Point only, though the village is gener- 
aUy known by this name,) is bounded N. and N. by £. by 
New-Milford, which was incorporated in 1793 : It was be- 
fore called the north pariih of Pownalborough : On the 
N. W. by Drefden, lying on the eafiern bank of Kenne* 
bee, which was let off from this town at the fame time 
with New-Milford : On the W. and S. W. it is feparated 
from Woolwich by a fmall ftream called Monfeag, up 
which the tide flows fome diftance, from the crofs river, 
leading into Kennebec : And the water of this crofs river 
wafhes the fouth part of Pownalborough* 

The town extends nearly eight miles from S. by W, to 
N. by £. ; and is four miles in the oppofite diredions. It 
contains about three hundred and fifty families, and two 
thou£md inhabitants ; two thirds of which are in the vil- 
lage at the Point. Nearly half the town is cleared ; and 
there are fome very good farms. But the land in general 
is too clayey to be profitable for tilling. For grafs, it is 
very good. 

A great part of the land on the fea coafl,. and within 
twenty miles of it, in the Difhid of Maine, contains a 
large proportion of day;! and while every man poffeffes 
an extenfive farm, it is not to be expefted that the clayey 
lands will produce much befide grafs, barley, and potatoes ; 
as they cannot afford to mix with it a fufficient quantity 
of fand and manure to render it fuitable for the profitable 
culture of corn and grain in generaL But when they 
&all be contented to hold and cultivate lefs land, and fhall 
learn to mix fand or fhells with the clay, it will produce 
all kinds of roots, grain and fruits in the greatefi: plenty. 
For it has been found that clayey lands are the beft for 
gardens, when prepared by a mixture of fand and manure. 

The land farther from the fea coafl,, and for a great dif- 
tance into the country, and parallel to the ocean, is of a very 
fuperior quality. It is generally of the richeft loam, and 

: , .. produces 

* Formerly it "was pronounced Wiflacafiet by the Indians ; and if 
laid to mean tb« confluence of three waters or rivers. 

f There arc ibnc exceptions to this general remark. 
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produces afl kinds of grain as abundantly as any part of 
New-England. And it is fettling and improving in a moft 
rapid manner. 

There are a few good orchards in Pownalborough. But 
the cultivation of the apple tree is too much neglected. 
The common red cherry is found here in great abundancer 
There are alfo fome plumb trees. And the pear undoubt- 
edly might be fuccefefully cultivated ; for it is generally 
found on clayey ground. A few peach trees have been 
raifed in this and the neighbouring towns* But the g^n- 
eral opinion is^ that this fruit will not erow in this pait 
of the country. This, however, is a miftaken idea -, and 
adc^ted probably to excufe the negligence of the people. 
If particular fpots were chofen, lying to the fouth, and of 
a light or loamy foil, no doubt they would fucceed. Gen- 
eral Knox, who Hves about thirty miles caftwaf d of Om 
place, has in his garden a great number of peach and apri- 
cot trees of two and three years growth ; and they look 
as fiouriihing and vigorous as thofe in the vicinity of 
Bofton. • 

Currants, rafberries, goofeberries and ftrawberries gro^ 
here, and in moft parts of the country, in gfeat abun- 
dance. And there is a fruit called the moofe |dumb, 
nearly as large as the apricot, natural to the climate^ which 
would probably be much better, if carefully ciddvated. 

The wood is chiefly ever-green, fuch as the &, fpnice, 
hemlock, white pine, and yellow, or Norway pine. There 
is atfo a confiderable proportion of maple, of difierent 
kinds, of birch and beech. In the adjoining towns, there 
is a great quantity of oak. 

The extremes of heat and cold in this place do not dif- 
fer much from Bofton.* There are not fo many very 
warm days here in fummer, as in the vicinity of Bofton, 
but fome when the mercury rifes as high within two or 
three degrees. And in winter, the mercury has bcritt 
found not to be more than two degrees lower ; but yet 
there is more cold weather here during the winter. 

Pownalborough was incorporated in 1760, the fiim« 
year that the county of Lincoln was feparated from Cum- 
berland: 

* Dr. Morfe is miftaken,, when he &ys. that tbv beat httt k greater 
than at Bofton. 
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berland : and it owes its name ^^ to the pride of Governor 
PownaL'' 

There were fomc fettlements made in this vicinity, as 
early as the ^ear i66i. One Walter Phillips purch^ed 
land at that time of fome Indian chiefs, and lived feversd 
years on the wefbm banks of Damarifcotta river, now 
widiin the town of New-CaiUe, which lies above Wifcaffet* 
Between this period and 1680, there were many families 
in this vicinity ; the greater part of them on the eaftern 
banks of Sheeplcot in New-CafUe. The inhabitants were 
mc^y Dutch ^ and were under the government of New- 
York and Hudfon's River. They were driven off by the 
Indians, in 1680. 

About this time, there were a few families at Wifcaffet. 
One GecMTge Davie fettled here in 166 2,. It is faid he 
lived about half a mile north of the Point, on an eminence, 
fifty rods from the river. A brother of his, and two oth- 
ers, Kved here at the fame period. But they all fled in 
i68o. The widow of one of thefe Davies died in New- 
ton, near Bofton, in 1752, aged 116. There is a por- 
trait of her in the room of the Hiftorical Society. 

George Davie had alfo purchafed a large traft of land 
of fome Indians. *' This came by inheritance and tranf^ 
fer to a number of wealthy men, who, in 1734, affociated 
under the name of the Bofton company. Wifcaffet Point 
is in this trad.*' 

'' The fettlements begun again by one Robert Hooper, 
in 1730. Foye and Lambert came in '34. And the pro- 
prietors foon after lotted out the lands for fettlement." * 
Hooper lived fome time by the fide of a large rock, a little 
fouth of Main-flxeet, and about three rods from the river, 
where now ftands the houfe of Jeremiah Dalton.j 

A few years after this, fome families fettled on the croj& 
rivef , about two miles from Wifcaffet Point ; the names of 
which were Boynton, Taylor, Young, and Chapman. And 
in 1745, one Hilton from Dover, New-Hampflure. fet 
down by Monfeag river, which feparates Woolwich from 

^ Pov/nalborcugh. 

* SuIUvan's Hiftory of the Diflridt of Maine. 

f A daughter ctf Hooper, Mrs. Taylor, is now living in Pownalbor- 
cngh. ' She was nine months old when ihe was brought to the place. 

. Y IVcI. vix.] 
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Pownalborough. But they were kept in continual feaf 
by the Indians ; and frequently were obliged to fhelter 
themfclves in the fort, which ftood at the Point. Hilton 
was killed by the Indians j and his oldeft fon, now living 
in this town, was taken and carried to Canada ; but re- 
turned the year after, A captain Williamfon, who died 
here in 1798, aged So, was alfo taken and carried to Que- 
bec, but was foon releafed. 

The poft road from Bofton to St. George's river and 
Penobfcot paffes through this town. And a pofi-office has 
been eftabliflhed here eleven years. The mail arrives twice 
a week from Bofton ; twice from HalloweH by a. crofi 
poft, and twice from the eaftward. 

Wifcaffet is a port of entry and delivery. And there 
are owned here nearly thirty fquare-rigged veffels ; fomc 
of them very large. They amount to about 1 0,000 tons. 
They are lately chiefly employed in the Weft-India trade. 
Until within a few years, the merchants fent all their large 
veffels to England and Scotland with lumber. And fomc 
ftill purfue tne fame line of bufinefs. But the other is 
found to be more profitable. For the laft three yean, the 
merchants have added greatly to their property by trading 
to the Iflands. « 

Wifcaffet is juftly confidered a very healthy fituation ; 
and this is alfo true of moft other towns in the Diilrid of 
Maine. More perfons die of confumption, than of any 
other difeafe. And this is moft probably owing to the too 
frequent ufe of fpirit and tea. A great proportion of tic 
common people are intemperate in the ufe of fpiritnous 
liquors ; and often drink tea twice a day ; which muft be 
very injurious to the conftitution. If they could be pcr- 
fiiaded to reform in thefe refpefts, they would prefcrvc 
both their health and their property. 

For the laft fix years, the deaths, on an avers^e, have 
been 13a year. The births annually are upwards of 60. 
And very few die in infancy. And if children were right- 
ly managed from the time of their birth ; if they were 
ufed to frequent cold wafhings and to the frefli air, and 
, were kept cleanly, it would, be very rare that any of the© 
die, except by fome malignant, contagious difeafe. 

Several of the inhabitants of this place were from 

£nglandf 
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England, Scotland, or Ireland j fomc of whom were Epif- 
ooi^ans, and feme Preftyterians ; but they arc all happily 
united with the reft of the people, who form a Congrega- 
tional Society. The Rev. Thomas Moore was the firft or- 
dained minifter. He was fettled in 1773. 
. Wifcaffet is the principal fliire town in the County of 
lincohi. The Court of Pleas fets here once, the Supreme 
Judicial Court once, and the Federal Diftrift Court twice, 
a year. 

WiTHAM MaRSHE's JoURNAL OF THE TrEATY HELD 

WITH THE Six Nations by the Commissioners of 
Maryland, and other Provinces, at Lancaster, 
in Pennsylvania, June, 1744. 

Saturday J June the 1 6/A, 1 744. 

THIS day the Hon. Edmund Jenings, and the Hon. 
Philip Thomas, Efqrs. of the council of ftatc in Mary- 
land, having heretofore been appointed (by a fpecial power 
from his Excellency Thomas Bladen, Efq. Governor, un- 
der his hand, and the feal of that province) commiffioners 
for treating with the Six Nations of Indians, on behalf of 
the province, concerning fome lands claimed by them, and 
to renew all former treaties betwixt the Six Nations and 
this government, agreed to proceed on their embajffy. 

I was required by them to flay at Annapolis, and receive 
the bills of. exchange (to defray our expenfes) from Mr. 
Rofs, derk of the council ; and, after receiving the bills 
on Sunday, P. M. I went to Mr. Thomas's, where I lodged 
that night. 

Sunday^ \ph. Mr. CommifHoner Jenings went over 
Chefapeake Bay, as alfo did Mr. Benedift Calvert, who ac- 
companied him to the treaty. 

Monday^ June 18th, 1744. 
Breakfafted at Mr. Thomas's about 8 o'clock this morn- 
ing, and foon after fet out with him, and the Rev. Mr. 
Craddock, (who accompanied us in quality of chaplain to 
the Maryland commiffioners) for Patapfcoe. Arrived at 
James Moore's ordinary, at the head of Severn river, about 
one o'clock, where we dined j but fuch a dizmer was pre- 
pared 
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pared for us, as never was either feen or cooked in the 
highlands of Scotland, or the ifles of Orkney. It confiftcd 
of £x eggs fried with fix pieces of bacon, with ibme dain-i^ 
my pone or Indian bread. But as hunger knows fittk of 
deanlinefs, and withal very impatient, we fell to, and fooa 
devoured the viftuals. Our liquor was forry rum, mioed 
with \vater and fugar, which bears the heatheniih name of 
bumbo. Of this we drank about a pint, to keepdoum tjic 
naufeous eggs and bacon. 

jPk M. Paid for ouf fleveniy diftner and liyofi amA 
purfued our journey to Mrs. Hughes's, at Patapfcoe river, 
(cnrer which (he keeps a ferry) to whofe hou& we came 
about 3 o'ck)ck« Here we refreflied our£blv^ with fome 
good coffee, and toaft and butter, which waS' ferved to us 
in a neat and handfome manner : we Ekewiie drank a 
bottle of generous wine ; then paid jensr reckoning, and 
went over the river to Whetftone-Point, and from uieocc 
proceeded to. William Rogers's ordinary in Bahjmace 
town, being three miles di£bnt from Mfs« Hughes's. 

Monday evening, in Baltimore County. I left Mr. Thv 
mas and the Rev. Pacfbia^ at the ordinary, and wo^ to 
Mr. Robert North's, where I fupped with tame blithe cost- 
pany ; and from thence returned to Rogers^is. Mr. Bouz- 
oiyiojEi, minifier of this parifh,. vifited his brother of the 
doth, and ftaid with us till near 1 1 o'dock this n%bt. It 
was with this gentleman and his wife that i came into 
Maryland on the ift of January, 1737. She is niece to Sir 
Theodore Janfien, Baironet. When Mr. Bourdillon. had 
bidden us bon foir^ we. retired to refl: our wearied limbs* 
having rode 44 long miles this hot day. 

Tuejday Mornings J^^ t^thy 1744. 

Rofe about 5 o'clock, and ordered breakfefl: to be got 
prefently ; which was done. Drank tea, and then mount- 
ed pur horfes to reach Edward Day's^ who keeps the ferry 
on this fide Joppa. Came to his houfe about n o'clock, 
baited our ielves and horfes, and then pafled over Gun- 
powder river in his ferry-boat to Jopps town. 

At Joppa. Refted at Mr. Brown's^ who keepsi a brick 
ordinary^ Here we ctined on a boUed hson, sttul fbose 
(i^ckens fried with, bacon. Drank good wine and fmik 

beer, 
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beer^ and iCBidered ourfelvesr fit to encounter the £itigue of 
rsdiag* twcsoty-five mites fnrthef in thi5 ftrkry weather. 

Bere I waited on the Rev. Hugh Deazie, who is parfon of 
dnsipasiih, to defiivrrhiin. a packet of letters, &c. I receivcci 
ixoax Dr. Lyon, at 'Baltimote town. He read ta me fome 
of the newSy mentioned in his European letters, concern- 
ing the queen of Hungary, the king of Pniffia, and the 
Lord knows how many other potentates ; but as I was 
neifther politiciscn, nor courtier, I gave but little attention 
ta it. I underftood Mr. D. had his intelligence from his 
wife*s brother, who has fcMne place in the government at 
home, or is indrpendance oi £a.vour& from kmc great man : 
God heip Itim ! 

After d]2xo«er, about 3 in the afternoon, we took the 
YDote ta Mr. Benpunin Chew's, in Cecil county, wfaofe 
kcifife is diftant from. Joppai twenty-fix mJiljes. 

Betwixt fix and feven of the dock in the evening, we 
xeacbed Sufquehannah lower ferry ; . we tarried fome finaB 
tiine, and fent our horfes over it in a boat by themfelves. 

From hence we w^nt to the eaftem fide- of Suiquehan- 
nah, and then rode to Mr. Chew's, about a mtfee and a 
half diftancc from the river. 

At this, houfe- we fuppcd very heartily, for which our 
prsefk returned thanks. After fupper we had a good deal 
of chat on various fubjefts j and then, very willingly retir- 
ed to bed. 

Wednefday mornings yune 20/A, 1744. 

We breakfafted at Mr. Chew's, and then fet out (with 
him) for Nottingham townihip, which place we reached a- 
bout a quarter of an hour after ten this morning. We 
put up our horfes at Thomas Hughes^s, who keeps here an 
c»^nary . He was an honefi, feycetious^ and ibber Quaker, 
a man of good plain fenfe and diara^ter. 

Here wc purpofed to dine, and befpoke a dinner accord- 
ingly, which was prepared for us about two o'clock. Here 
we were ftiaved by our friend and companion Mr. Chew, 
for no barber could be got in the whole neighbourhood. 

I thought it a little odd our friend (who was a juftice of 
the peace in his^ county) Ihould officiate as our tonfor ^ but 
as we could get no other, he, purely out of good nature, 
did the office of enc. 

This 
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This townfliip is a large body of land, confifting of te 
tween 30 and 40,000 acres. 'It lies in Chefter County, 
within the Province of Pennfylvania. It is chiefly fettled 
by Quaker fu'mers, who fhive to imitate thofe in our 
mother country in every thing. There have been great 
difputes between the prefent Lord Baltimore, proprietor of 
Maryland, and Meflrs. Penns, proprietors of Pennfylvama, 
concerning this place ; the firft averring it to lie within the 
bounds of his province ; and the others, that it is contain- 
ed within theirs. The inhabitants (being Quakers) are de- 
firous of living under the Penns' government, by reafon of 
the imall taxes they are burthened with ; and more e£pe- 
cially as in that, they are not obliged to pay any thing to 
the priefts of the fteeple-houfes ; whereas in Maryland, by 
a law made anno 1 704, every male, white and black, and 
alfo black women, above the age of 16, and under the ace 
of 60, are obliged to pay 40 lb. of tobacco per poll to the 
incumbent of their refpedive pariihes. This is a moft ini- 
quitous tax, and is a moft gprievous burthen to thofe who 
have many white men fervants, and a great many ilaves» 
which a great number of people have in Maryland. 

The difference between the proprietors of the two prov- 
inces is likely to be ended by the Lord Chancellor, before 
whom a fuit is depending, brought by the Penns againft 
Lord Baltimore, for not flanding to, or fulfilling ibme 
agreement relating to the bounds of both provinces, 
wherein the Quakers had been too fly for his Lordihip, 
whereby their feveral titles may be drawn in queftion. 

Wedne/day, P. M. There was a great difputation betmzt 
the Hon. Mr. Thomas, and one Gatchell, an inhabitant of 
this place, concerning carnal weapons. The latter bdsg 
one of the followers of George Fox, flxenuoufly iniifie{ 
that it was not lawful to ufe any offenfive weapon iR^iat- 
ever. As this is the common cant of that fct of people, it 
is in vain to think of arguing them out of it^ though 
founded on no reafon. 

In this government fubfifts a quarrel betwixt the Gov- 
ernor of it, and the Quaker members of the houie of ailem* 
bly, occafioned by the latter's not confenting to a militia 
iaw, which they will not grant for the defence of the prov- 
ince. Who has the moft reafon on their fide, I loaow 

not; 
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not ; but I reafly cannot blame the Quakers for not con*, 
fenting to fuch a law, unlefs the power ofjputting it in exe- 
cution Chonld be lodged in the houfe of auembly, and fuch 
officers to be appointed by them. 

At fix this evening, the Hon. Edmund Jenings, ££q. 
Col. Thomas Colvill, and Col. Robert King, (bemg the 
other honourable commiffioners for Maryland) with Mr. 
Calvert, arrived here, from Col. Colvill's, in Cecil coimty. 
"We all lodged at Mr. Hughes's, and agreed to fet out for 
Lancafter early in the morning, and to go thither over the 
Barrens. 

Expenfes at Mr. Hughes's, paid in filver currency, to 
the value of ;f.2-i7-.2, Pennfylvania currency. 

Thurfday mornings yune 21, 1744. 

Breakfafled before five ; then prepared ourfelves for 
riding. Set out from hence with the commiflioners, Mr. 
Calvert, Mr. Gachd, and our landlord, who undertook 
to be our guide to Lancafter town. We were joined on 
the road by fome Quakers, who accompanied us to our 
defigned ftage. 

At eleven o'clock, we arrived at one Sheppard's miD, 
having rode twenty miles from Nottingham. Here we all 
baited, and refreflied ourfelves with fome good neat's 
tongue, cold ham, and Madeira wine. Wie eat our repail 
under a tree, upon a long plank, dofe to which was a 
trough, and in that our horfes were fed. We refied at 
this place about an hour and an half, and then purfued our 
journey to Lancafiier. From hence we had a good road, 
the land being leis hilly and fl:ony thanx that we had rode 
over in the morning. Here are feveral large and fine 
£unms, fettled by the Germans. They fow all. kinds of 
grain, and have very plentiful harvefts. Their houfes are 
chiefly built with ftone, and generally feated near fome 
brook or fiream of water. They have very large mea- 
dows, which produce a great deal of hay, and feed there- 
with variety of cattle, &c. 

Thurfdayy P. M. Arrived at Lancafter town about two 
o'dock, and put up our horfes at Peter Worrall's, who 
here keeps an inn. Here I befpoke a dinner for our com- 
miflioners, and the Maryland gentlemen, which was foon 

got 
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got ready, to our great comfort. Procured a room znA 
two beds, in Worrall's houfe, for our diaplain and my£cl£ 

Neither the governor erf Pcnnfylvania, nor the Vii^ginia 
commiffioners, were arrived at the time when wt did } 
but about fix in the evening they came hither, attended 
by feveral Virgixna gentlemen, and ibme ixoisx the dty of 
Philadcili^ia. 

Here we were informed that the Indians WDvld not ar» 
rive till to-morrow, they marching very flow^ occaftooed 
by their having a great many finaU children and cdd sneiL 

Meflirs. Calvert, Craddock and myfclf went into, and 
viewed the courtJioufe of this town. It is a pretty large 
brick building, two ftories high. The ground room, 
where the juftices of this county hold their court, is very 
fpacious. There is a handfome bench, and railed in, 
whereon they fit, and a chair in the midft of it, which is 
filled by the judge. Below this bench, is a large table, ci 
half oval form ; round this, and under their Worihips, fit 
the county clerk, and the feveral attornies of the court, 
who, here, as wdl as in moft other courts of the plantar 
tions, plead as counfellors. There arc particular ieaits and 
places allotted to the fherifi^ crier, &c. 

Fronting the juflices' bench, and on each fide of it, are 
feveral long fteps, or flairs, raifed each above the other, 
Kke the fteps leading into the north door of St. Foul's. 
On thefe fteps, ftand tlie feveral auditors and fpedators, 
when a court is held here. It was on thefe, that the In- 
dian chie6 faft, when they treated with the feveral govera- 
ments. This court-houfe is capable to contun above Bjco 
perfons, without incommoding each other. 

When we had fiirveyed this room, we went up flain, ' 
into one over head, lliis is a good room, and has a lax^ ' 
chimney. In this the juftices fit in the month of Febmaiy, 
for the convenience of the fire. Adjoining to this Toooif 
is a fmaller one, where the juries are kept to agree an 
their vcrdift. 

On the top of the court-houfe is a kind of cupola. "Wc ' 
afcended a ladder, and got into it. From hence we had a ' 
complete view of the whole town, and the country &veral ' 
miles round, and Ukewife of part of Sufquehahnah river^at 

twdvc miles diftance. 

This 
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A great coijcourfe of people followed them* They march- 
ed uv very good order, with Cannafate^o^ one of the Onoo* 
da^ chi^, a^ their hea4 ; who, when he caxne.near to thc; 
court-houf& wherein we were dining, fung, in the Indian 
lipguage, a fong^ inviUng us to a rene\^. of all treaties . 
llMietpfore made, andt^^, now to be made* 

Mr* Weiffsr, t;he interpreter, who is highly eileemed by 
the Indians, and is one of their council of fbite, (though a 
Qernaan. by birth) conduded them to fome vacant lots in 
tlift back pcurt of the town, where fundry poles and boards: 
ixfei?e ^ced. Of theie, and fome boughs of trees hon\ the 
woods, tla^e Indians made wigwams^ or cabins^ wherein 
they refided during the treaty^ They will not, on any oc-. 
cs£qn whatibever, dweU> or even flay, in hoiifes built by 
"white people. 

They placed their cabins according to the rank each 
nation of them holds in their grand counciL The Ononda* 
^s nation was placed on the right hand and upper end ; 
l^en the others, according to their feveral dignities. 

After dining, and drinking the loyal healths, aH the 
■S^i^T gentlemen of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennfylva- 
mia, went with Mr. Conrad Weifer to the Indian camp, 
%irhere they had erefSjed their feveral cabins. We viewed 
'tfajiem alt,, and heartily welcomed Cannafaieegp^ and Tacha^] 
munfie^^ (alias the Black Prince) two chie& of the Ononda^ 
goes, to town. They ihaked us by the hands, and feemed 
^6Fy wdi; j^eafed with us» I gave them £bme ihuff, for 
^hich they returned me thanks in their language. 

The firft of thefe fachOTis (or chiefs} was a tall, weltmade 
man ; had a very full cheft, and brawny limbs. He had* 
iB^y countenance, mi^d with a good-natured fmile. He 
i|7^& about 60 years of age ; very adiye, &rong, and had a 
i^iprifing^ livelinefs^ in his fpeech, which I obferyed in the 
dMcourfe betwixt l^m, Mr. Weifer, and fome of the 
iftchems. 

Tachanuntie^ another fachem, or chief of the iame na^ 
^on, was a tall^ thin man ; old^ and n,ot fo well featured 
as Cannaiateego : I believe he may be near the fame age 
with him. He is ojie of the greatefi; warriors that ever the 
Five Nations p7oduce4i and has been a great war-captain 
for many years pafi« 
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He is alio called the Black Prince^ becaufe, as I was In* 
formed, he was cither begotten on an Inidian woman by i 
negro, or by an Indian cmef on fome negro woman ; but 
by which ot the two, I could not be well affured. 

The Governor of Canada, (whom thefe Indians caJ 
Onantio) will not treat with any of the Six Nations of In- 
dians, unlefs Tachanuntie is perionally prefent, he haying a 
great fway in all the Indian councils. 
■ Our interpreter, Mr. Weifer, defired us, whilft we were 
here, not to talk much of the Indians, nor laugh at thdr 
drefs, or make any remarks on their behaviour : if we did, 
it would be very much refented by them, and might caufe 
ibme differences to arife betwixt the white people and 
them. Befides, moft of them underftood Englmi, thou^ 
they will not fpeak it when they are in treaty. 

'rhe Indians, in general, were poorly drefled, having old 
match-coats, and thofe ragged ; few, or no Hurts, and 
thofe they had, as black as the Scotchman made the yamoh 
cans, when he \^TOte in his letter they were as black as 
that blot. 

When they had refted fome little fpace of time, fcveral 
of them he^3u[i to paint themfelves with divers forts of 
colours, which rendered them frightful. Some of the 
others rubbed bear's greafe on their feces, and then bid 
upon that a white paint. When we had made a fu£Sicient 
furvey of them and their cabins, we went to the court- 
houfe, where the Indians were expefted to meej the Gov- 
ernor of Pennfylvania, the Hon. George Thomas, Eiq. 
and to be by him congratulated on their arrival at ibk 
town. 

Friday, P. M. Between 5 and 6 o'clock, Mn Weifer ac- 
companied the feyeral India:h chiefe from their camp up to I 
the court-houfe, which they entered and feated themfelves } 
after their own manner. Soon after, his Honour the Gov- 
ernor, the honourable the commiffioners of Virginia, the 
honourable the commiiSoners of Maryland, and the young 
gentlemen from the three governments, went into the 
Court-houfe to the Indians. There the Governor, and all 
the commiffioners, feverally welcomed the Indians to Lan- 
pfter, and fliaked hands with the fachems. 

Then his Honour feated himfelf in the chair on the 
I bench/ 
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A REQat concourfe o£ peopLeidlowed them* They march- 
ed XDk very good order, with CannafaieegQ^ one pf the Onon- 
dago chie^ at their head ; who, when he came.near to the; 
court-houfe wherein we were dining, fung, in the Indian 
language, a fong^ inviting us to a renewal of iSL treaties . 
heKtp^re made, and thaf; now to be made. 

Mr. Weifar, the interpreter, who is highly eileemed by 
the Indians, and is one of their council of ftate, (though si 
German: by birth). c(Kiduded them to fome vacant lots in 
t£i6 back port of the town, where fundry poles, and boards* 
were ^ced. Of theie, and fome boughs of trees from the. 
woodS) the Indians made wigwams^ or cabins, wherein 
they reiided during the treaty^. They will not, on any oc- 
cafipn whatibever, dweU> or even flay, in hqufes buUt by 
white people. 

They placed their cabins according to the rank each 
fltaitipn of thea> holds in their grand council. The Ononda* 
goes nation' was placed on die right hand and upper end 3 
. then the others, according to their feveral dignities. 
. After dining, and drinking the loyal healths, all the 
younger g^itlemen of Virginia. IVIaryland, and Pennfylva- 
Bia, went with Mr. Conrad Weifer to the Indian camp, 
where they had ereded their feveral cabins. We viewed 
tlijem all^ and heartily welcomed CannafateegOy and Tacba'^ 
nun^iey (alias the Black Prince) two chie& of the Ononda^ 
goes, to town. They fliaked us by the hands, and feemed 
very wd|: ^iea&d with us» I gave them fome fnufF, for- 
which they returned me thanks in their language. 

The firft of thefe fachems (or chiefs) was a tall, weltmadfi; 
man ; had a very full cheft, and brawny limbs. He had a 
xaanly countenance, mixed with a good-natured finile. He 
was about 60 yeara of age ; very adive, flxong, and had a 
i^2|>ri&fig: liveUne& in his fpeech, which I obferyed in the 
' diyfcourfer betwixt hdm, Mr. Weiler, and fome of the 

&chems. 
:= Tachanuniie^ another &chem, or chief pf the lame na- 
r tioB, was a tdl^ thin man ; oli4 and npt fo well featured 
; as Gannaiateego : I believe he may be near the fame age 
% with l^. He is one of the ^eateft warriors that ever the 
^. Five Nations produce4i and haa been a great war-captain 
\ f^r many years^ pafi^ 
m He 
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He is alfo called the Black Prince^ becaufc, as I was in- 
formed, he was either begotten on an Indian woman by a 
negro, or by an Indian cmef on fome negro woman j but 
by which of the two, I could not be well affured. 

The Governor of Canada, (whom thefc Indians call 
Onantio) wiU not treat with any of the Six Nations of In- 
dians, unlefs Tachanuntie is perfonaUy prefent, he haying a 
great fway in all the Indian councils. 
• Our interpreter, Mr. Weifer, defired us, whilft we were 
here, not to talk much of the Indians, nor laugh at their 
drels, or make any remarks on their behaviour : if we did, 
it would be very much refented by them, and might caufe 
ibme differences to arife betwixt the white people and 
them. Beiides, moft of them underftood EnglUh, though 
they will not fpeak it when they are in treaty. 

The Indians, in general, were poorly drefTed, having old 
match-coats, and thofe ragged ; few, or no Hurts, and 
thofe they had, as black as the Scotchman made the Jamoh 
cans, wh^n he wrote in his letter they were as black as 
that blot. 

When they had refted fome little fpace of time, fcveral 
of them beg^ to paint themfelves with divers forts of 
colours, which rendered them frightful. Some of the 
others rubbed bear's greafe on their faces, and then laid 
upon that a white paint. When we had made a (uffident 
iiirvey of them and their cabins, we went to the court- 
houfe, where the Indians were expected to meet the Gov- 
ernor of Pennfylvania, the Hon. Georoe Thomas, Efq. 
and to be by him congratulated on their arrival at this 
town. 

Friday^ P. M. Between 5 and 6 o'clock, Mr. Weifer ac- 
companied the feyeral Indian chiefe from their camp up to 
the court-houfe, which they entered and feated theiinfdves 
after their own manner. Soon after, his Honour the Gov- 
ernor, the honourable the commiffioners of Virginia, the 
honourable the commiffioners of Maryland, and the young 
gentlemen from the three governments, went into the 
tourt-houfe to the Indians. There the Governor, and all 
the commiffioners, feverally welcomed the Indians to Lan- 
cafter, and fliaked hands with the fachems. 

Then his Honour feated himfelf in the cliair. on the 
I bench/ 
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bench, the Virmiia commiflioners placed themfelves, to wit^ 
the Hon. Gol. Thomas Lee, and Col. William Beverly, on 
his right hand, and our honourable commiffioners on his 
left. William Peters, Efq. fecretary of Pennfylvania, fiit 
in the middle of the table, under the Governor, and Mr. 
William Black, fecretary to the Virginia commiflioners, on 
his right haAd, and myfelf, as fecretary to the commiflion- 
ers or Maryland, on his left hand. 

The Governor defired the interpreter to tell the Indians, 
*^ He wais vely glad to fee them here, and fhould not trouble 
'' them with bufinefs this day, but defired they would reft 
" themfelves, after their great journey." This, Mr. Wei- 
fer interpreted to them, whereat they feemed well enough 
pleafed, and made the Governor a fiiitable anfwer. 

When this was done, a good quantity of punch, wine, 
and pipes and tobacco, were given to the £ichems, and the 
Governor and all the commiffioners drank to them, whom 
they pledged. When they had fmoked fome fmall time, 
and each drank a glafs or two of w^ne and punA, they 
retired to their cabins. 

Our landlord fliewed me the book, wherein he keeps 
the account of the expenfes of ours and the Virginia com- 
miflioners, and which was ordered to be produced every 
morning to me, to know exa£Uy the amount of each day's 
expenfe. 

Saturday^ June 23^, 1744, at Lancajler. 

This day I was feized with a lax, and fmall fever, occa« 
fioned by drinking the water of this town. 

After breakfaft, the Governor, the honourable the com- 
miflioners, and feveral other gentlemen, went to the Bun- 
kers' nunnery, about twelve miles from hence. They re- 
turned hither about fix in the evening. 

All this day the Indians fl:aid in their wigwams ; and 
it is ufual for them to refl: two days after their journey, 
before they treat, or do bufinefs \^'ith the Englifh. 
• After fupper, this evening, I went with Mr. Prefident 
Logan's fon, and divers other young gentlemen, to the 
Inmans* camp, they being then dancing 6ne of their light- 
er war dances. 

Th6y performed it after this manner : Thirty or forty 
of the younger men formed themfelves into a ring, a. fire 

being 
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being lighted (notwithftanding the exceffive heat) aadr 
burniBg dear in the midft of them. Neax this, &|i f^ree 
dderly feidians, who beat a drum to the time of the oth-^ 
«rsf dancing. Then the dancers hopped round the ring,, 
^er a frantic £a&ion, not unUke the prieftsof Bacfdii^ 
in. old times, ajad repeated, fundry times, thefe iibund?^ 
X&boh ! Bugh ! Soon after this, the md^ot pwt of the 
dancers (or rather hoppers) fet up a horrid flfiie)^ os 
halloo ! 

They continued dancing, and hopinng, after this.mwacr, 
fever al hours, and refted very £ddonu Once, iii^jbijft V^said 
-with, them, they did reft themielves ; immediatdy iheie^ 
u^n, the three old men began to fing au I^dlim f^ngr the 
tune of which was not difagreeable to the white liy-ftapdU 
ers. Upon thi^, the young warriors renewed their terrible 
iiuriek and halloo, and formed themfelvesr iiito a riag^ envi- 
roning the three old ones, and danced as before. Mjr. C^-. 
vert, myfelf, and fome others flipped through the dancers, 
and' ftood near the fire ; and when the drum-beaters cea^ 
their noife, we-fhakedthemby the hwd* -Here wc JMW- 
fentecj fome clean pipes^ to thqm^ which were very aGcqjta- 
ble, mofi; of the Indians being great . fmpkers, ol t<)bacco. 
A C&ne^ogoe, or Sufqu$hannah Indian, ftcK)d without the dh 
ole^ and importuned the white by«.ftanders to give JOObene^^ 
to the young children, which was done. "Whilft th» di- 
verfion h^f^ned^ fome High-Dutch, belonging^to the town, 
brought thdr guns, with them to the camp ; w]^kh. \)«ng 
perceived by the Gonis/iog^e^ he informed us, it wouldcW v^ 
icy difi^ieafuig to the In^ns, who would re&nt it^ though 
brought thither with ever fo innocent an intent ; therefin'e 
defired us to tell/ the Germans to withdraw, ai^l leaive thdr 
mufquets out of their fight, otherwife fome bad cq9fe<{aeB-i 
oes might enfue^ We complied with his requeft, and made 
the Germans retire. 

From the camp I went to WorraU's, and fat up till dc- 
'wa o'clock ; to whofe houfe I heard the Indian drum, 
^ioA the warriof & repeating their terrible noife and danc- 
ing ; and at this fpc^t of theirs, they continued till near 
one in the morning. 

Thefe. young men are furprifingly agile, ftrong, and 
fif f^ght liimbed. They ihoot, both with the gup and bow 
' ■ ' • " aiid 
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ftnd amiw, moft de]itterorffly. They likewife throw their 
tomahawk (or little hatchet) with great certainty, at an nu« 
different large objeft, for twenty or thirty yards diftancc. 
This wea{k>n they ufe againA their enemies, when iiiey 
ka;ve fysat their powder and bail, and deftroy many c£ 
them with it. 

The chiefe, who were d^ted to treat with the Engfiflt 
by their different nations, were very fober men, wludbi 19 
rare for an Indian to be fo, if he can get liquor. They be- 
haved very well, duriiiff bur ftay amongft them, and fiuw 
dry times refufed drinking in a moderate way. When 
ever they renew old treaties of friendfhip, or make any bar- 
gain about lands they fell to the Englilh, they take great 
care to abftain from intoxicating drink, for fear of being 
6ver-r6ached ; but When they have finiiDUed their bufinefi, 
then fome df tbcfm wiU drink without meafure. 

Mr. CommMioner Jenings ordered me to copy die 
fpeech to be made by him, m the name of the governor 
<rf Maryland, to the Indians, in the court-houfe, to-morrow 
meaning. This, and tranfCribing fome copies of it, bufied 
Hie fo much, that I could not go to the court-houfe, whet* 
divine fervice, according to the church of England, was 
performed by my fellow-traveller, the Rev. Mr. Craddock, 
taa numerous audience, this day. He alfo preached a very 
good iermon, which met the approbation of the feveral 
gentlemen prefent. 

His Honour the Governor invited Mr. Craddock to dine 
with him, which he did, and received a hearty welcome- 

Betwixt I aiid 2, our honourable commiffioners, and 
thofe of Virginia, dined in the court-houfe, and the gcntie- 
men of both their governments 5 after which, the omce of 
the day was again performed by another minifter of the 
eftablifhed church. He gave us an excellent fermon, and 
expatiated very feefin^Iy on the too prevalent vices of the 
age. He ufed ^ain language, and thereby fitted his dif-* 
courfe for all capacities, by which all might truly edify, if 
they had any OTace, or good difpofition thereto. 

In the cvenmg, walked to the Indian camp,, where they 
were daoeifig in l&e o^umeir ddTcribed kift mght, only tlie 



184 Witham Mdrjhe^s JoufnaU 

number of dancers was augmented, they having taken in 
fcveral finall boys^ to make a larger ring. 1 

Betwixt 8 and 9, this nighty flipped with my brother 
fecretary, Mr, Black, in his lodgings at Mr. George San- 
derfon's. We had pleafant company, good wine, and 
lime-punch. From hence I went to Worrall's, where, in 
my room, three very impudent Indian traders had taken 
poffeffion of my bed, and caufed another to be there made ; 
but after fome difputes, our landlord made thefe fcoundrels 
quit their beds, and leave the parfon and myfelf m quiet 
poffeffion. 

Thefe traders, for the tnoft patt, are as wild as fome of 
the moft fiivage Indians, amongft whom they trade for 
fldns, fur, &c. for fundry kinds of European goods, and 
ftrong liquors. They go back in the country, above 300 
miles from the white inhabitants ; here they live Avith ti? 
Indian hunters till they have difpofed of their cargoes \ 
and then, on horfes, carry their fkins, &c to Philaddphia, 
where they are bought by the merchants there, and from 
thence exported to London. It is a very beneficial trad^ 
though hazardous to their perfons and lives \ for the 
weatner is fo exceffivdy cold where they trade, which is 
near the lakes of Canada, and their cabins fo poorly made 
to defend themfelves from the bitter winters, that tney of- 
ten perilh : and on the other hand, they are Uable to the 
infults and favage fury of the drunken Indians, by felling 
to them rum, and other fpirituous liquors. The govern- 
ment, as yet, have not provided a law, prohibiting the fell- 
ing fuch liquors, although it has been preffed by his 
Honour, who is but too fenfible of the ill effeds produced 
by the Indian traders carrying fo much to barter with the 
hunters of the Six Nations. 

I refted well, after difpoffefling thefe intruding guefts ; 
but this happened by my giving Orders to my midlord's 
fervants, this morning, to walh our room with cold water^ 
and take my bed from its bedftead, and lay it on the floor j 
and by this means the bugs and fleas were ddfeated o£ 
their prey. 

Monday mornings 25/A yuMj 1744. 

At 10 o^clock, the Indian fachems met the Governor, 
the honourable commiflioners of Virginia, and thofe of this 

provinccy 
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province, when his Honour made them a fpeech,* to which 
Cannafateego returned an anfwer m behalf of all the others 
prefent. 

The Indians ftaid in the court^houfe about two hours ; 
and were regaled with fome bumbo and fangree. 

The honourable conmiijQioners from Virgmia and Mary- 
land dined in the court-houfe, as did the gentlemen of 
both governments ; we had two tables, and a great variety 
of viftuals J our company being about thirty m number. 

In the court'houfe^ Monday^ P. M. 

The Governor, and all the honourable commifEoners, 
refumed their feveral feats here ; and then the chie£s came 
in, and took their places. 

Edmund Jenings, Efq* as firft commiiEoner for Mary- 
land, made a fpeech to the Six Nations, which was inter- 
preted to them by Mr. Weifer. Whilft Mr. Jenings deliv- 
ered his fpeech, he gave the interpreter a ftring and two 
belts of wampum, which were by him prefented to the 
fachem Canna£iteego ; and the Indians thereupon gave the 
cry of approbation ; by this we were fure the fpeech was 
well approved by the Indians. This cry is ufually made on 
ptcfcnting wampum to the Indians in a treaty, and is per- 
formed tnus : The grand chief and fpeaker amongft theni 
pronounces the word jo-hah ! with a loud voice, fingly ; 
then all the others join in this found, woh ! dwelling fome 
.little while upon it, and keeping exaft time with each 
other, and immediately, with a fharp nbife and force, utter 
this found, wugh ! This is performed in great order, and 
with the utmoft ceremony and decorum ; and with the In- 
dians is lUte our Englifli huassfa ! 

Monday evenings in the court-houfe chamber* 
I fupped with the Governor, the honourable comiriif- 
fioners, and the gentlemen of Philadelphia, who attended 
his Hbnoiir to this town. We had an elegant entertain- 
ment J aiid after fupper the Governor was extremely 
merty, aiad thereby fet an example of agreeable mirth, 
__________ which 

*. See the fpeech and anfwer, in the treaty, printed at Philadelphia, 
5md WilUamfburg in Virginia, 

A A [r^/. vii.] 
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There was a large and elegant fuppcr prepared in the 
court-houfe chamber, of which the Grovemor, £6xnc of the 
honourable commii&oners, and the female dancers, firft 
cat ; then the other gentlemen in order, and afterwards 
the younger gentlemen. The dances were conduded about 
1 2 o'dock ; but myfelf, with ieveral others of the younger 
fort, fbdd till after one in the morning. 

Tburfdayj 2%ib ofjune^ 1744^ A. M. 
At. 9 this morning, the commii{ioners of Maryland and 
the Six Nations met m the court-houfe chamber, according 
to agreement of yefterday. 

Here we opened the feveral bales and boxes ofgopds, to 
be prcfented the Indians, they having been bought at P/uIa;* 
delphia, and lent hither for tnat end. 

Before the chiefs viewed and handled the feveral goods^ 
IVIr. Commiilioner Jenings made them a fpeech in the lume 
of the Governor of Maryland, with which, after it was in- 
terpreted to them by Mr. Weifer, they feemed well pleafed 
I'hc chiefs turned over, and narrowly infpefted the goods^ 
and afked the prices of theift ; which being told them, ticy: 
fecmcd fomewhat diilatisiied ; and deiired to go downioti>, 
the court-houfe, to confult among themfelves, (whicl^ ifr. 
their ufual method, if it concerns any matter of iniportance, 
as tliis was, for they muft give a particular account xrfthriiv 
whole negotiation to their feveral trib^^ when tigF re. 
turn) with their interpyeiter^ They did fo ; and after fome. 
time came up again, and agreed with our commiflfo 
releafe their claim and right to any lands now hctd-by tl|ft. 
inhabitants of Maryland, and for which the iaid; Inctiaiis 
were not heretofore iatisfiedj, in confideraldon qf r the fok 
lowing §oods, viz. 

4 pieces of ftrouds, at £.y ^^.28 o o 

a pieces ditto, £.^y 10. c^ o 

200 fliirts, 63 i-a^. o- 

3 pieces half thicks, 1 1 o q- 

3 ditto duffle, blankets, at /.7, w o o 

I ditto, ditto^ 6 10 o^ 

47 guns, at;(^.i-*.6-o, 6i a, o^ 

lib. Vjermilion, o 18^ o' 
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Wednefday^ 2yth June. 

After breakfaft, viewed Mr. WorralPs book of our ex- 
penfes, which we fettled ; and the whole amount thereof, 
from the 20th inftant to this day, was >C*4^""°""55 Pennfyl- 

vania currency, ^N. B. Mr. Worrall's account fbr the 

negroes' expenfes was not included in the above fum. 

This day our commiflioners wrote a letter to our Gov- 
ernor, giving him an account of their tranfaftions with 
the Indians, which I fairly copied by their order. 

P.M. ^ d^ clock. The Governor, and all the honourable 
commiffioners, again met, and treated with the Six Na- 
tions, in the court-houfe, when Tachanuntie, the famous 
Black Prince, (mentioned before) anfwered the fpeech 
made yefterday by the Hon. Col. Lee, one of the Virginia 
commiffioners ; and in token that it was well received 
and approved by the chiefs, Tachanuntie prefented one 
firing and two belts of wampum to his Majefly's commif- 
fioners of Virginia. Then Mr. Commiffioner Jenings de-. 
fired the interpreter to alk the Indians if they would be 
ready for a conference to-morrow morning, in the court- 
houfe chamber, with the commiffioners of Maryland j 
which he did, and the Indians anfwered, that they would 
meet for that purpofe, as defired. 

At 8 o'clock, this evening, I went, with three of our 
honourable commiffioners, to a ball in the court-houfe 
chamber ; to which his Honour the Governor of Pennfyl- 
vania, the commiffioners of Virginia and Maryland, and 
the gentlemen of the feveral colonies, with fundry inhab- 
itants of this town, were invited. 

James Hamilton, Efq. the proprietor of Lancafter, made 
the ball, and opened it, by dancing two minuets with two 
of the ladies here, which lafl danced wilder time than any 
Indians. 

Our mufic and muficians were the fame as defcribed laft 
Monday evening. 

The females (I dare not call them ladies, for that would 
be a profanation of the name) were, in general, very dif- 
agreeable. The dancers confifted of Germans and Scotch- 
Irifli ; but there were fome Jeweffes, who had not long 
fince c6me from New- York, that made a tolerable appear- 
ance, being well dr^fied, and of ^n agreeable behaviour. 

Thet^ 
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There was a large and degajit fupper prepared in the 
court-houfe chamber, of whicn the Governor, fbxne of the 
honourable comniiffioners, and the fenaale dancers, firft 
cat } then the other gentlemen in order, and aftervrards 
the younger gentlemen. The dances were concluded about 
1 2 o'clock ; but myfelf, with feveral others of the young^; 
fort, ftaid till after one in the morning. 

Thurfday^ 2%tb ofjune^ 1744, A. M. 
At. 9 this morninjj, the commr^oners oF Mt^rylaiid and 
the Six Nations met m the court-houfe chamber, according 
to agreement of yefterday. 

Here we opened the feveral bales and boxes; of goods, tq 
be prefented the Indians, they having been bought at Pliila.;- 
delphia, andfent hither for that end. 

Before the chiefs viewed and handled the £bveral g(>Of]^ 
Mr. Commiilioner Jenings made tjieni a %eech in the namer 
ofthe Governor of Maryland, with which, after it wasb* 
terpreted to them by Mr. Weifer, they feemed well pleafed 
The chiefs turnecj over, and narrowly infpefted thegopdS) 
and afked the OTicea of theili ; which bdng told them, they: 
feemed. fonievvoiat diilatisiied ; and defired to go dovsn int0; 
the court-houfe, to confult among- tHemfelves, (which^isr 
their ufual. method, if it concerns any matter of ixoppitance, 
as this was, for th^y muft giv;e a pahiqij^ur account of^tjiri^ • 
wholip negotiation to their feveral tribes, whai thw-TO. 
turn) with their interpire;ter- Thev did fo ; and aftear f om^ 
tipe camteup agaiii, ajad agreed with pur cominiffi^ to 
releafe their claim and right to. any lands now hc^ 
inhabitants of ]Vkirylaiid, and for wjuch tbe> (aid; Indbas 
wire not heretofore fatisfied, ifl cpnfidera^ion of- the foi? 
lowing- ^odls, viz 

4 pieces of ftrouds, at £.y jr.2% o O; . 

a pieces ditto, ;(J. 5, lo- o o 

200 fliirts, 63- I'P; o- 

3 piec^. half .thicks, 11 o- o 

3. ditto-daffle/txtinkets, atjr.7, qa o o 

I ditto, ditto^ fr' 10 O' 

47.gups, at.^.i.-6^-o, 6i a- o. 

lib, Vjeribili9i;i, o 18. o. 
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1000 ^ts, o 18 o 

4 doz. Jews-harps, o 14 o 

i doz. boxi^s, 010 

icwt. Zi^Ts. olb. bajr lead, 300 

i} qrs. flhot, 100 

2 half barrds guJirpQwdcc^ 13. o a 

Pq^iifyly^ia money. £.2Zo 15 o 

TTie above quaatky o£ goods were accordingly ^ven the 
^s^M, as agreed: on by both, parties j. after which, our 
namiffionejB ordered me to go to Mr. Worrall, and de- 
e him to fend fome punck for the lachems, whidl was 
pordingly done ; zxtd after they had. fercrally drank 
althito th^ commiflioners, and the compliment returned 

the b^er$. the liGKiians. i^etired to their wigwams, and 
e honourable commiifionecs^ went: to thmr lockings about 
1 o'cipcfc 

JPoJi' Meridiem* The commiffioners of Virginia had a 
iyiate. treaty; with the chiefe, in the com1>houfe, when 
)li Lee nxade them a j(peech J which fee in the printed 
eaty, fid*. »., 2 1,. 2Z* 

Ift: the evening, about. 7 o^dock, I accompanied my 
eiic^.Cpl. Nathan Righie, to the Indian cabins, where, 
ving coUefted.feveral of their papoofes (or little children) 
gether, he. flung a handftiL of Engiilh half-pennies a- 
Dngft them, for which they fcrambled heartily, and with 
B utmoft: earneftnefs. Thh pleafed the elder ibrt very 
iich ; arid they efteem it a great mark of friendfhip, if^ 
e; white peopk. is^e pjrefents to their children, or treat 
tm wHh any par tkul^^ notice. I gave the papoofes fome 
i;ajl. beads, wWcfe, were kindly received. The young 
zDry thi$ night, ags^n, danced. a war^laXice, as defcribed on 
turday laft ; at which were prefent a great number of 
lite peqplek When the cdioncl and,myfclf had taken, a 
iW; of the Qttoftdagoes'% Cahugaa* and Senecas* cabins, 
: weftt firpn^. mector.the ring of dancers, and then I went 

a .cabi^ j . where- 1, heard the celebrated ; Mrs. Montour, a* 
enchrrlady, (but now,. by having lived fo long among: the ^ 
s Nations* is: become, almoft an Indian) had: her- refi. 

dence. 
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dence. When I approached the wigwam, I fainted her in 
French, and alked her whether flie was not born in Cana- 
da ? of what parents ? and whether flie had not lived a 
long time with the Indians ? She anfwered me in the 
iame language very civilly, and after fome compliments 
were pa&d betwixt us, told me, in a polite manner, 
*' That flie was born in Canada, whereof her father (who 
" was a French gentleman) had been Governor ; under 
** whofe adminiftration, the then Five Nations of Indians 
^' had made war againft the French, and the Hurons in 
^^ that government, (whom we term the French Indians, 
*^ from eipaufing their part againft the Englifli, and \w\ng 
** in Canada) and that, in the war, flie was taken by fomc 
*^ of the Five Nations' warriors, being then about ten 
*' years of age } and by them was carried away into their 
country, where flie was habited and brought up in the 
fame manner as their children : That when fhe grew 
up to years of maturity, flie was married to a famous 
war captain of thofe nations, who was in great efleem 
*^ for the glory he procured in the wars he carried on 
*' againft the Ca^tawbas, a great nation of Indians to the 
'' fouth-weft of Virginia, by whom flie had feveral clul- 
^' dren ; but about fifteen years ago, he was killed in a 
** battle with them ; fince which, flie has not been mar- 
" ried i That flie had little or no remembrance of the 
** place of her birth, nor indeed of her parents, it being 
** near fifty years fince Ihe was raviflied from them by the 
« Indians." . ; 

She has been a handfbme woman, genteel, and of po- 
lite addrefs, notwithftanding her refidence has been fo long 
among the Indians ; though formerly fhe was wont to ac- 
company the feveral chiefs, who ufed to renew treaties of 
friendfhip with the proprietor and governor of Pennfylva- 
nia, at Philadelphia, .the metropolis of that province ; and 
being a white woman, was there very much carefled by 
the gentlewomen of that city, with whom fhe ufed to ftay 
for fome time. She retains her native language, by con- 
verfing with the Frenchmen who trade for fur, ftins, &c 
among the fix nations ; and our language fhe learned at 
Philadelphia, as likewife of our traders, who go back into 
the Indians* countlry. In her cabin were two of her 

daughters, 
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daughters^ by the war-captain> who were both maf ried to 
perfons of the fame ftation, and were then gone to war 
with the Catawbas before mentioned. One of thefe young 
women had a fon, about five years old, who, I think, was 
one of the fineft featured and limbed children mine eyes 
ever faw, and was not fo tawny, or greafed, as the other 
Indian children were % but, on the contrary, his cheeks 
were ruddy, mixed with a delicate white, had eyes and 
Jiair of an hazel colour, and was neatly drefled in a green 
ban-jan, and his other garments were fuitable. 

Madame Montour has but one fon, who, for his prowefe 
and martial exploits, was lately made a captain, and a 
member of the Indian council, and is now gone to war 
aigainft the Catawbas, with her fon-in-law. 

She is in great efteem with the beft fort of white people^ 
and by them always treated with abundance of civility ; 
and whenever ftie went to Philadelphia, (which formerly 
file did pretty often) the ladies of that city always invited 
her to their houfes, entertained her well, and made her fev- 
eral prefents. 

From this cabin, when I had taken leave of Mrs. Mon- 
tour and her daughters, I returned to the dancers, who 
were continuing their mirth j and afterwards returned to 
, my lodgings. 

Friday^ June the 2gth^ 1744? ^* M. 
Our commiffioners and the Six Nations had a private 
conference in the court-houfe chamber, when they jointly 
proceeded to fettle the bounds and quantity of land the 
latter were to releafe to Lord Baltimore, in Maryland ; but 
the Indians, not very well apprehending our commiffion- 
ers, in their demand refpeAing the bounds of the lands to 
be rdeafed, occafioned a great delay in the finilhing of that 
bufijiefs ; however, it was wholly fettled in the afternoon, 
upon Mr. Weifer's conference with the Governor of Penn- 
fylvania, his Majefty's commiffioners of Virginia, and thofe 
of Maryland, and alfo with the Indians in council, where 
he debated the matter more fully ; and explained our com- 
miffioners' demands in fo dear a manner, that they came to 
fuch an amicable determination, as proved agreeable to 
each party. We again prefented the £ichems, here, with 
bumbo punch, with which they drank profperity and fuc- 
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cefe to their Father, the great King over the craters, and 
to the healths of our commiflioners. 

This day we dined at our landlord Worrall** \ ^nd it 
was agreed, by the commiffioners of Maryland, to iftvite 
SiU the Six Nations' chiefs, to dine \vith them, in company 
with the Governor and Virginia commiffioJiersj to-mor- 
row, in the court-houfe j againft which time, oraers were 
given to prepare a large and elegant entertainment. 

In the evening I went with Col. Rigbie, and other gen- 
tlemen, to vifit one Mr. Adams, a German d6&:otj "who^^ 
we underftood, had got an organ ; but it was with the 
greateft importunity he would favour us in playing a t\m^ 
telling us, that unlefs he himfelf was poffeflbd with a ifaroDg 
defire to play, he could oblige no body j yet, feeing we 
were fo very importunate, he at laft complied, and icnunp 
mcd over three or four High-Dutch pfelm tunes, to wltjcls 
he fang the words, in the .moft enthufiaftic raptures. For 
my part, what with the horrid noife he made on the orgiD^ 
and his horfe-voice, I never fufFered fo great an anticipation 
of pleafure in hearing mufic, or, at leaft, a mufical AtHta* j 
ment, in my whole life. When he had finiihed his raptur- 
eus fit of noife, he aciqiiainted us, that he had been a €0R- 
fummate rake in his more youthful days j bttt ibdii afte* 
he married, turned himfelf to a fober and rdUgJous Uft^ 
and praifed his Maker feveral hours in a day, by playing 
on, and finging to his organ. He fcemed to \i& to be a 
perfeft enthufiaft ; and, upon inquiry among his deigt 
bours, he has borne that diarafter ever fince he toc^r^k 
himfelf a wife. Being very much tired with his caAt and 
noife, we at laft took our leaves of him, though Hot before 
itiviting him to drink a glafs of wine* with US at our lodg- 
ings ; but he defired to be excufed accepting our inviu- 
tion, at which we were not difpleafed, fince we might have 
cxpeded his vifit would have proved very troubl^me. 

Saturday, 30/A June, 1 744, A. M. 
Mr. Commiffioner Jenings having this morning drawn 
a deed of releafe from the chiefs of the Six Nations fos 
the lands they claim in Maryland, to the ufe of Lord Bal- 
timore, fent for me to engrofs it, which I fo did, purfuant 
to his order, about nine o'clock. 

At 
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At ten, his Majefiys commiffioners had a conferene^ 
\dth the Ihdians in the court-houfe chatmber, to which no 
other perfonis than them&Ives were admitted. 

Om o^ctotky P. Mi The twenty-four chiefs of the Six 
Nations, by invitation of yefterday from the honourahk 
commifliohers of Maryland, dined with them in the 
court-hbiife ; when were prefent, at other tables, his Hgod^ 
our the Goviomoi* of Penhfylvania, the hotiourable com- 
miffioners of Virginia^ and a great many gentlem^m o£ 
the three colonies. There were a large number of the in- 
habitants of Lancafier likewife prefent to fee the Inctianis 
dine. 

We had five tablte, great variety of diihes, and ferved 
up in very good order. The fachems fat at two feparate 
tables ; at the head of one, the famous orator, Cannafa;* 
teego^ fat, and the others were placed according to their 
rank< As the Indians are not accuf):omed to eat in the 
£Lme manner as the Englifh, or other polite nations do, 
'we, who were fecretaries on this afl&ir, with Mr. Thomas 
Cookfon, prothonataiy of Lancafter county, William Lo- 
gan, Efq. fon of Mr. Prefident Logan, and Mr. Nathaniel 
Ri^»e, ^ Baltimore county, in Maryland, carved the 
meat for them^ ferved them with cider and wine, mixed 
with water, and regulated the economy of the two tables. 
The chiefe feemed.prodigioufly pleafed with their feaft, for 
they fed luftily, drank heartily, and were very greafy be- 
fore they finimed their dinner, for, by the bye, uiey made 
Bid ufe of their forks. The interpreter, Mr. Weifer, &006. 
betwixt the table, where the governor fiit, and that, at 
which the fachenfis were placed, who, by order of his Hon- 
our, was defired to inform the Indians he drank their 
healths, which he did ; whereupon they gave the ufual cr^ 
of aj^obation, and returned the compliment, by drinking 
health to his Honour and the feveral commiffioners. 

After dinner, the interpreter informed the Governor 
and commiffioners, " That as the Lord Proprietary and 
** Governor of Maryland was not known to the Indians by 
** any particular name, they had agreed, in council, to take 
** the nrft opportunity of a large company to prefent him 
*^ with one : And, as this with them was a matter of great 
«cr cofiib^uenoe, and attended with abundance of form, the 
B B IFol. vii.] " feveral 
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" feveral nations had drawn lots for the performance of 
** the ceremony ; and the lot falling on the Cahuga na- 
^ tion, they had chofen Gachradodon, one of their chiefs^ 
^ to be their fpeaker, and he delired leave to begin ;*' 
which being given, he, on an elevated part of the court- 
houfe, with all the dignity of a warrior, the gefture of an 
•orator, and in a very graceful pofture, fpokc as follows ; • 
" As the Governor of Maryland has invited U6 liere, to 
treat about our lands, and brighten the chain of hriend- 
fliip, the united Six Nations think themfdves fo much 
obliged to him, that we have come to a refolution, in 
council, to give the great man, who is proprietor of Mar 
ryland, a particular name, by which we may hereafter 
*' correfpond with him : And as it hath fallen to the Czkoh 
** gaes* lot in council to confider of a proper name for that 
*' chief man, we have agreed to give him the name of 
Tocary-ho-gon, denoting Precedency, Excellency, or Kv- 
ing in the middle, or honourable jdace, betwixt Af- 
ferigoa, and our brother Onas, by whom our treaties 
may be the better carried on," 
And then, addrefling himfelf to his Honour the Govcr- 
HOT of Pennfylvania, the honourable the commiffioners of 
Virginia and Maryland, and to the gentlemen then preient, 
he added : 

" As there is a company of great men now aflemhled, wc 
" take this opportunity to publifh this matter, that it may 
*^ be known Tocary-ho-gon is our friend, and that we arc 
** ready to honour him, and that by fuch name he may be 
** always called and known among us ; and, we hope, he 
** will ever aft towards us, according to the excellence of 
** the name we have now given him, and enjoy a long and 
** happy life/' 

• When the ^eech was ended, all the other chiefs esprefled 
their affent, and great fatisfaftion at what was faid to our 
commiffioners, infomuch that they fent forth five feveral 
cries of approbation. 

^ Gachradodon having finifhed his complimentary ora- 
tion, Mr. Commiflioner Jenings, in the name of the other 
coniimiffioners, and on behalf of Lord Baltimore, ^poke in 
rqply to the fachem : " That his Lordlhip was much oM* 
«< ged to the fix nations for dii^guiflung him by the losie 
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*^ of Tocaryhogon, efteeming^ it a mark of kindnefs and 
*^ honour : That his Lordfliip would entertain the moft 
** unfeigned friendfhip for them ; and that the government 
^* of Maryland would ever be ready and defirous to render 
*' them its beft offices, conducive to their tranquillity and 
** undifturbed fafety ;'* which Mr* Weifer, by command, 
interpreted to the Indians ; and at the fame time was or- 
dered to acquaint them, that the governor and the com- 
miffioners were then preparing to drink his Majefiy's 
health ; all which was done, and the chiefs exprefled a un- 
cere joy by their cry of approbation, and drank the fame in 
bumpers of Madeira wine. The governor, commiffioners, 
and indeed all the perfons prefent, except the Indians, gave 
three feveral huzzas, after the Engliih manner, on dnnk- 
irig the Bang's health ; which a good deal furprifed them, 
they having never before heard the like noife. 

Upon ending the ceremony of drinking healths, the 
governor and commiffioners retired fome little time ; but ' 
within an hour, the commiffioners of Virginia and Mary.% 
land entered the court-houfe, and afterwards went up into 
the chamber, as likewife the feveral chiefs, Mr. Weifer, • 
and a great many of the young gentiemen. Here, by or- 
der of our commiffioners, I produced the engroffed releafe 
- for the lands, with the feals fixed. We were obliged to 
put about the glalS pretty brifldy ; and then Mr. Weifer 
interpreted the contents of it to the fachems, who, confer- 
ring amcHigft themfelves about the execution of it, the 
major part of them feemed very inclinable to fign and de- 
liver it ; but upon Shukelemy, an Oneydoe chiePs remon- 
ftrance, fome of the others, with himfetf, refufed, for that 
day, executing it ; which refufal of Shukelemy, we impu- 
ted, and that not without reafon, to fome finifter and un- 
der-hand means, made ufe of by the Pennfylvanians, to in- 
duce the fachems not to give up their right to the lands by 
deed, without having a larger confideration given them, 
by the province of Maryland, than what was fpecified in 
the releafe. i^hukelemy, who before, we had efteemed one 
of our fafteft friends, put us under a deep furprife and con- 
fufion, by his unfair behaviour ; yet we, in fome meafure, 
extricated ourfelves out of them, by the honeft Canna*- 
&teego*s, and the other fechems, to the number of fixteen, 

delivering 
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delivering the deed after the fonns cuftomary iPith the 
Englifli, to which there were a great many gentlemen- fign^ 
ed their names as witneffes. Mr. Weifer afliired the com- 
miffioners, that he, with Cannaiateego and fomc other 
chieB;, woiild fo effeftually reprefent the unfistir dea£iig 
of Shukelemy, and his partifans in council, that he did not 
doubt to induce him and them totally tp finifli this bufi-» 
nefs on Monday next, maugre all the ihfinuations and wi£'^ 
reprefentations agitated by the enemies of Marylaml ; and 
indeed Mr. Interpreter proved fuccefsful, as ya evident in 
the tranfaddons dF Monday, and may be feen ip the print-* 
ed tircaly. 

Monday y July the 2t/, 1 744, An M. 

The honourable commiflioners of Marylanci, with Mr. 
Weifer, met at the houfe of George Sanderfon, in this 
town, when the feveral chie&, who had not figned tbp 
deed of releafe, and renunciation of their claim to lands in 
Maryland, did now cheerfoUy^ and^ without any hefitation, ' 
esecute the fame, in the prefence of the commiflioners, and 
Mir. Weifer ^ wMch latter they caiifed to fign and ddmvr 
it on behalf oi x nation not prefent, both witli his Indian 
name of Tarachiawagon, and that of W^fer. Thus we 
happily efibded the pur chafe of the lands in l^brjland, by 
the dexterous management of the inteipreter, wtwkhftandi- 
ifig the ftorm on Saturday, that threatened to bhft our 
mrafures ; and hereby gained not only fome hnndsed 
thoufend acres of land to Lord Baltimore^ who had nq 
good right to them before this releafe, but an undifturbed 
?md quiet enjoyment of them to the fcyeral poi&fliCKrs, who^ 
in fad, had bought of that Lord's agent. 
■ Tlie names^ of the chiefs, who figned and delivered the 
d^d, were, 

Cannafateego, Tacanoontia, Johnuhat, Casdiayion, To* 
ruchdadon, Netokanyhak, and Rotierawuchto, iachems^ of 
the Onondago nation. 

Saguchfonyunt, Gachradodon, Hutafalyakon, Rowanho- 
hifo, Ofochquah, and Seyenties, fachems of the Cahugacs. 

Swadamy, alias Shukelemy, Onichnaxqua, Onoc&al- 
lydawy, alias Watfatuha, Tohafhwanrarorows, Arugh^ 
hofththaw, and Tiorhaafery, fachems- of the Oneydoes. 

Sidowax, Attiutgu, Tuwaiadachquha, £tchems of the 
■f ufcarorocs. Tax^aianegos, 
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Taoa&nego#, aiMl Tanaiclmiiitiis» chiefs of the Senikers^ 
or SenecMs. 

The deed W3S dellr^:^ by Mr. Commiifioner Jenings, oa 
Im return to AmiapoliS) to his def k, Mn Richard Burdus> 
wiio recorded it among the land records^ in the proviacial 
court offce of Aforylaod> in libro*. £., L fe. 8, 9, xo, 1 1. 

Hiis mor)}in^the CtoTernor met this ladianfr oa bufiin^^ 
and Cannaiateego anfwered his Honoured ^eech made to 
the Indians on Thurfday hfi, relating to the murder q£ ' 
John Armfixong: and hiis^ two men, Indian traders. The 
diief feid, " That the Indians were, from the bottom 
of their h^rts, r?ry forry fuch a misfortune had hap- 
pened ; but hoped their Ixrother Ons^s would dry up his 
tears, and wip^ hk eyes : That they would fend the two 
^^ ]>dawares down to Pbrladelphja, who were fufpe A^ tt» 
be,, and chasged as acce&uries to the murder, though thej^ 
res^Ily bdiieved' them guiltlefs ; for they alTured the Gov- 
ernor, that on. the trial of the Indian in Philadelphia ga^ 
f< committed for perpetrating Armfirong- s and his m£n's 
^^ murder, it would appear, that he was the fole perfoa 
^^ who did the horrid- deed : however, to comply wkh the 
Govonor-s requeft, they woudd fend the Delawaresj^ 
(but not as priioners.) to be examined and tried ; and if 
they were found guilty, to fiiffer as^ the English law pr&f 
^ fcribes ; but if innocent, then to return them fafe to the 
<^ Six Nations.*' His Honour, in return, iaid, " That 
great care fbouhi be taken to. do the Delawares all the 
juftice in the world : and if, upon a fair trial, they 
Ihould be acquitted, he would fend theni in fafcty to 
*' their own homes." 

The Indians gave the Governor four firings of wampum^ 
and he, in return, prefented them with three firings. But 
for a more psurtieular account of Armftrong and his men'a 
murder, fee the treaty at large. 

in the afternoon, the honourable commiflioners of Vir- 
ginia had a conference with the Indians in the court-houfc 
chamber, when a deed, in the nature of ours, releaiing 
tibeir daim to a large quantity of land, Ijing in that coio^ 
ny, was. produced by Mr. Weifer to the lachems for execu- 
tion, which was figned and delivered by them in the preC- 
cncc of divers gendcmcn of the three colonies, who were 
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witneffes to the fame. Wine and fangree was prefented to 
the chiefs, Ivho drank to the continuation of the fnendfbip 
betwixt them, and his Majefty's fubjefts in Virginia, Af- 
ter the deed was executed, Cannafateego commanded the 
young Indian men, then prefent, to entertain the Govern- 
or and commiflioners, in the evening, with a particular 
dance, according to the cuftom of their nations ; w^hich 
was complied with about 8 o'clock. Before they perform- 
ed the dance, I went to their camp, where I faw the young 
warriors paint themfelves in a frightful manner, and on 
their heads place a great quantity of feathers. They took 
arrows and tomahawks in their hands, and then unan- 
imoufly ran out of their camp, hallooing and ihrieking 
(which was terrible to us, being ftrangers) up the ftreet to 
Mr. Cookfon's, where the Governor was j and there they 
made a ring, a perfon being placed in it, and danced round 
him to a horrid noife, made by the indofed perfon, and 
the others. In this manner they continued fome time, 
flouriihing their weapons, and ftriving to . deftroy him in 
the ring. When they had afted thus about fevcn or eight 
minutes, then their captain ran before them, very fwift, to 
another place, about twenty or thirty yards dillance from 
Mr. Cookfon's, and there afted the fame over again. This 
was a reprefentation of the Indians befieging a fort of their 
enemies, (who have no cannon) the perfon in the midft of 
the circle reprefenting the fort befieged, and the Indians 
encircling him, the befiegers : and as it happens fometimes, 
that they are beaten from a fort when befieging it, fo their , 
running away, as defcribed above, was the manner of their 
retreat. As foon as the Indians recovered their fatigue,' 
they renewed the attack of the fuppofed fort. When they 
had finiflied the fiege, and the Governor and commiflion- 
ers had treated them with fangree, they immediately retir- 
ed to their wigwams. 

Tuefday^ 3^ July^ 17 ji^. 
At 1 1 o'clock, this morning, the Governor, and all the 
honourable commiflioners, had a meeting with the Six 
Nations- in the court-houfe, when his Honour made a 
fpeech to them, as did the commiflioners of Virginia and 
Maryland ; and each party prefented foings and bdts of 
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wampum ; on recdpt of ^hich, the Indians gave the ufual 
cry of approbation, and in a ftronger and more cheerful 
tone than heretofore* They were ferved with plenty of 
rum at the conduiion of the fpeeches, and drank it with a 
good goUu 

Wednefdayj 4ib Julv, 1744. 

The Indian chie& aflembled in the court-houfe, and the 
Governor and commiiSoners met them there, when the 
Ipeeches made yefterday, by the latter eentlemen, were an- 
fwered by the Indian orators. After this, the chiefs made 
a prefent of a large bundle of deer-lkins to his Honour, 
the commiffionef s of Virginia, and to thofe of Maryland, 
which were kindly accepted. The Governor, commifhon'- 
ers of Virginia, and the white byftanders, gave three loud 
huzzas, and thereby put an end to the treaty ii\ regard to 
them. 

In the Aftermm. Court-Houfe. 

The Shawanefe nation of Indians, who compofe the 
£xth body amongft thefe Indians, in the year 1742, came 
down to Maryland, on the eaftern fliore of that province, 
to a nation of our friendly Indians, and tributary to the 
Six Nations, called the Nanticokes, from inhabiting near 
a river of that name ; and, by their artifices, penuaded 
them to rife upon the £ngli£b, to recover all the lands that 
had been formerly theirs, but now poiTefled by the Engliih, 
under Lord Baltimore ; at the fame time promifing the 
Nanticokes all the afiiftance in the power of them, the 
Shawanefe, though they were in perfed friendihip with 
us, by the treaty made during the adminiflration of the 
Hon. Charles Calvert, Efq. who, giving ear, but too un« 
warily, to the Shawanefe, did intend to have put in prac- 
tice tne wicked fcheme of defhroying the white inhabitants 
<^ that fhore ; but their machinations were opportunely 
difcovered, by one of the Nanticoke chiefs, a day or two 
before they were to have perpetrated the intended murders 
of the Englifh. Upon this, the militia of the counties 
were raifed ; who, after a great and dofe fearch, took 68 
Nanticoke chiefs prifoners, with old Panquafh, their empe- 
ror ; and they were brought to Annapolis in floops, and 
there examini^ and confined, but afterwards fet at liberty. 
As thefe a^Qus of the Shawanefe (who^ indeed, are the 
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moft dMboneft and treacherous of aU the odier SizNatiotif ^ 
and for that reafon hated by them) were contn»y to the 
treaties then fubfifiing bet^xt us, and them as a piait erf 
the six Nations^ the coMiniffioners took ain opportumtf^in 
a private conference with them this afternoon, '* to aik 
** them the reafon of the Shawnefe's procedure, and wheth- 
** er they had any cotJntenaJiGe from otfacr nations I and 
^* alfo defired the chiefs, then prefenti to fearch t^ bufi- 
" nefs fully, and reprimand the criminal Sh»wicfe, wio 
** were more blameaUe than the deluded NaAticokes.'^ 
The Six Nations, by their orator, faid, ^* that they were 
heartily forry for what the Shawanefe had doiit •, but, 
on their return to Onondago, they would makit a flrift 
inquiry of the whole affair ; and if they found them & 
'^ culj^lde as wi alleged they were, then they would fe- 
*^ verely reprimand them for their treacherous behavicmii 
*' contrary to the faith of treaties." When this anfwer 
Was finifhed) our commiffioners fhook the feveral chiefs by 
the hand, aiid took their leaves of them, prefi^ntin^ Gacb- 
radodon with a fine laced hat. 

This Gachradodoh is a very cd^brated warrior, wA 
bvit of \}xt Cahuga chiefs, about forty years of age, tali, 
^ firaight-Jimbed, agid a graceful perfon, but not io fat as 
' Cannafateego# His action, when he fpoke, was certainly 
the moft graceful, as well as bold, that any peribn ever 
few J without tlie buffoonery of the French, or over-ibl- 
cmn deportment of the haughty Spaniards* When he 
made the complimeiitary fpeech (page 194) on the occa£on 
of giving Lord Baltimore the name of Tocafybogofl, he 
was complimented by the Governor, who faid, *^ that be 
would have made a good figure in the forum of M 
Rome." And Mr* Commiffioner Jeiiing& dedared^ ^ diat 
h€ had never feen fo juft an adion in any of the moft cel- 
ebrated orators he had heard fpeak/' 

Thurfday^ ^th July^ 1744. 
This morning, Mr- Peters^ fectetarv td the Gd^GtefBor. 
Mr. Black, (ecr^tary to the honourable commiiflioiievi a 
'Wrginia, and myfejf, examined the whole treaty^ «id^fi^ 
iihed all matters anyway relating to it« At itty CtddftA 
Colvilt and King, with U^e Vu^gink- <x>l6iiEl^&Qti^^ 
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oiif accounts with Mr. WorraD. Here we dined, and Imme- 
diately afterwards mounted our horfes, and went from this 
filthy town to our kind, fecetious landlord's, Mr. Hughes, 
at Nottinghami townlhip, by the Gap-Road, fo called from 
a fpace or gap being open in the ridge of blue mountains, 
which extend a great way to the fouth-wdlward of Virgin- 
ia, and north-eaftward of Pennfylvania. 

I was fo fatigued with my journey, which was forty-four 
miles, and the weather was fo very fultry, withal, having 
no good accommodations on the roadj that feveral of us 
were feized with a fever. Lay at Mr. Hughes's, whef e 
good care Was taken of tne by my kind hoft. 

Friday^ 6th July^ 1744* 
BreakiFafted at Mr. Hughes's ; and about eight in th^ 
morning fet out for Mr. Benjamin Chew's, in Cecil coun- 
ty, after having taken leave of the honourable commif- 
fioiiers of Virginia, and the feveral young gentlemen of 
that colony, with the latter of whom I had contrafted a 
friendfliip, and received many civilities from them. My 
horfe tif ed in my jcfurney to Mr. Chew's, though it was 
but ten mil6s. Here I refted this day and night, my fever' 
continuing, and my, horfe ftill remaining lame. 

Saturday^ yih of July^ i ^^44. 

Went from Mr. Chew's about fix this morning : croffed 
the lower ferry of Sufquehannah : baited at Mr. Tread- 
way's ordinary, ind arrived at Joppa about 11 o'clock. 
Ferried from thence over^ Gunpowder river to Mr. Day's, 
where I dined. From hence proceeded to Baltimore town, 
where I refted at the Reverend Mr. Benedict Bourdillon's ; 
jftaid and drank tea with him and' his lady, and then went 
over Potapfcoe river to Mrs. Hughes's ordinary, where I 
lodged this night. 

Sunday^ ^th July^ i744* 

After breakfaft, about fix this morning, went from hefice 
to Annapolis, with Mr. William Dallam, and arrived there 
at ten o'clock. 

Tlie end of my Journal. 

WiTHAM MaRSHE, 

Sec^ry to the Hon. Commif. 'of Maryland. 
"; Co ^ [r^/. vih] 
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Union may be formed, including all the laid colonies ; 
within and notwithftanding which union, each of (aid col- 
onies iliall and may hold and m^tain its prefent conftitu- 
tion, except the particulars wherein a chan^ or alteration 
may be direded by faid aft, as hereafter follows, viz. 

That in the laid general union, the ordering and direc- 
tion of the afiBurs thereof be adminiftered by one Prefident- 
General^ who fliall be the Governor of the province of iixt 
Maflachufetts-Bay for the tin^e being ; and a Grand Coun* 
cil to be chofen by the reprefentatives of the people of the 
faid colonies, met in their refpeftive aiTemblies. 

That wthin months after the paffing fuch aft, the 

Houfe of Reprefentatives in the feveral aiTemblies that hap- 
pen to be fetting at that time, or that fliall be fpecially con- 
vened for that purpofe, may and fhall choofe members for 
the Grand Council in the following proportions, that is to 
fay, 

Mafliichufetts-Bay - 7 New-Hampfliire - - 3 
Connefticut - . 4 Rhode-Ifland - - . 2 
New- York - - . 4 New-Jerfey - - - j 

In all, 23 

Who fhall meet, for the firft time, at the town (rf 
Bofton, in New-England, at fuch time as fliall be appointed 
by the Prefident-General, and whereof the members of the 
Grand Council fliall be duly notified, as foon 21s convenient- 
ly may be, after an aft of Parliament for this purpofe is 
paffed, and the feveral colonies duly acquainted thereof. 

That the members of the Grand Council fliall be newly 
elefted and chofen, by the Reprefentatives in the feveral 
aiTemblies, every three years ; and on the death or refigna^ 
tion of any member, his place fliall be fupplied by a new 
choice, at the next fitting of the aflembly of the colony he 
reprefented, 

That the Grand Council fliall meet once in every year, 
and oftener, if occafion require, at fuch time and plafe s^ 
they. fliall adjourn to, at their lafl: preceding meeting ; or 
as they fliall be called to meet at, by the Prefident-General, 
oh any emergency, he having firft obtained, in writing, the 
confent of five ot the members to fuch call ; or, on appli- 
ption made to the Prefident-General by ten of the Grand 

Council, 
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•■ ■ . ■ 

Brought over^ £. ^3745* 

Treafurcrs of the two ihores, - - - ' 250. 
Clerkfliip of the Council, .... 160. 

Clerkfhip of the Houfe of Delegates, in thdr gift, 50. 
Armory-Keeper, felarj', net, - - - * - 40. 
Re^er of the Conrimiflary-General, in his gift, So. 
Clerkfhip of the Secxetary's office, in the Sec'ry^s gift, 6$. 

£. i439c»* 
Belides the places and benefices here particularly enu- 
merated, there are fundry fhiall gifts of profit, ^^cfa, in 
the whole, may amoimt to a confiderable fum. 

Union of the Brjtish American Colonies, as pro* 

posed in the year 1754* 

PLAN* of a propoled umon of the fever al colonies 
of Maflachufetts-Bay, New-Hampfliire, Connedicut, 
Rhode-Ifland, New- York, and New-Jerfey, for their mu. 
tual defence and fecurity, and for extending the Britifli fet- 
tlements northward and weftward of (aid colonies, in 
North-America ; recommended by commiffioners from fev- 
eral colonies, met in congrefs, at Albany, June 14, 1754* 

Prefent, 
Lieut. Gov. De Lancey, Meflrs. Mur- 7 ^ York 
ray, Johnfbn, Chambers, & Smith, 3 

M^. WRbird, Atldi.&m Wore, and J ifCTr-HampfliiK. 
Sherburne, 3 

^T\ ^n.^*^ ^' Woolcot, and| connefticut. 
Col. Williams, 3 

Meflrs. Hopkins and Howard, Rhode-Ifland. 

Meflrs. Penn, Peters, Norris, and 7 n^^^r^A^^i^ 
Franklin, ^ Pennfyivania. 

CoL Talker and Maj. Barnes, Maryland. 

That humble application be made for an aA of the Par# 
fiament of Great-Britjun, by virtue of which one jgeneral 

AJnion 

* There uras aaKitber plan propofed* wliicfa embca^ed jiU the aoIq- 
lucs of Konb-AsQcrica, except Georgia and I>fava-Scodii* 
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Union may be formed, including all the faid colonies ; 
within and notwithftanding which union, each of faid col- 
onies fhall and may hold and mountain its prefent conftitu- 
tion, except the particulars wherein a change or alteration 
may be direded by feid aft, as hereafter follows, viz. 

That in the fiiid general union, the ordering and direc- 
tion of the aflfairs thereof be adminiftered by one Prefident- 
General, who fhall be the Governor of the province of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay for the time being ; and a Grand Coun- 
cil to be chofen by the reprefentatives of the people of the 
faid colonies, met in their refpeftive aiTemblies. 

That within months after the paffing fuch aft, the 

Hoiife of Reprefentatives in the feveral aflemblies that hap- 
pen to be fetting at that time, or that fliall be fpecially con- 
vened for that purpofe, may and fliall choofe members for 
the Grand Council in the following proportions, that is ip 
fay, 

Maflachufetts-Bay - 7 New-Hampfliire - - 3 
Connedicut - - 4 Rhode-Ifland - - . 2 
New-York - - . 4 New-Jerfey - - . j 

In all, 23 

Who fliall meet, for the firft time, at the town of 
Bofton, in New-England, at fuch time as fliall be appointed 
by the Prefident-Gencral, and whereof the members of the 
Grand Council fliall be duly notified, as foon as convenient- 
ly may be, after an aft of Parliament for this purpofe is 
paffed, and the feveral colonies duly acquainted thereof. 

That the members of the Grand Council fliall be newly 
eleded and chofen, by the Reprefentatives in the feveral 
aflemblies, every three years ; and on the death or refigna^ 
tion of any member, his place fliall be fupplied by a new 
choice, at the next fitting of the aflembly of the colony he 
reprefented, 

That the Grand Council fliall meet once in every year, 
and oftener, if occafion require, at fuch time and place s^s 
they. fliall adjourn to, at their lafl: preceding meeting ; or 
as they fliall be called to meet at, by the Prcfident-General, 
oh any emergency, he having firft obtained, in writing, the 
confent of five of the members to fuch call ; or, on appli- 
cation made to the Prefident-General by ten of the Grand 

Council, 
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That the general accounts fhall be yearly fettled and re- 
ported to the feveral Affemblies. 

That the particular military, as well as civil, eftablifh- 
ments and confiitutions of each colony, remain firm and 
entire, without any other change or alteration than is 
herein before mentioned, this general union notwithftand- 

And further, it is propofed, that there be a union made 
by an ad of the parUament of Great-Britain ; by virtue 
tvrhereof, one general union may be formed, including the 
feveral colonies of Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina, and South-Carolina ; the affairs whereof, 
in relation to matters and things of the like nature to 
what is herein before comprifed, to be ordered, direfted, 
and adminiftered, in the like manner and form as is here- 
in before mentioned. 

And further, it is propofed, that on any fpecial emer- 
gency, and extraordinary occafion, wherein it may be 
thought needful, there may be juft rules and diteraons 
made and given, wherein all the faid colonies, herein be- 
Fore propofed to be united, in the more northern part of 
iflLpierica, and thofe propofed to be united in the more 
tbtithern part of North-America, may a£t in concert againft 
ihe common enemy, in the beft and moft advantageous 
manner. 

mmmmmmmmm^mamimmmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmimmmmmmmtmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmma0 

Report of a Committee, chosen by the General 
Assembly of^ Connecticut, respecting the fore- 
going Plan of Union. 
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To the Honourable General AJfembly^ fitting at New-tiaven^ 

OSloberj 1754. 

E, your Honours* committee, appointed to take 
into confideration.the propofed plan for an union 
<)f his Majefly's governments in North-America, to give 
our opinion thereon, and the reafons of ftich our opinion^ 
&c. humbly report on the premifes, viz. 

Having duly and maturely confidered faid plan, we are of 
opinion, that the faiie has a tendency gready to weaken 
and injure his Majcfty's intereft, and that it is fubverfive of 

the 
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That they make neceffary rules and orders for the well 
regulating and managing fuch new fettlements, till the 
Crown fliall think fit to form them into particular govern* 
ment or governments. 

That they agree and conclude the number of men, and 
fums of money, that fliall, from time to time, be needed to 
be raifed and paid for the purpofes aforementioned ; and 
when the Prefident-General and Grand Council ihail con- 
clude and agree on any number of men, and fiun of 
-money, needed on any occafion, they fliall notify the fame 
to each of the Aflemblies of faid colonies, by tending an 
account thereof to the refpeftive Governors of each of (aid 
colonies, to be communicated to their Aflemblies, recom- 
mending it to each colony to raife their quota of men, and 
Jevy, coUeft, and pay their proportion of money, accord- 
ing to the proportion herein before fettled for members to 
jje chofen for the Grand Council from each colony ; whidi 
inay be done, in each colony, in fuch manner and fbrm^as' 
to them appears equal and right. 

That the Prefident-General be the general or chief com* 
mander of afl the forces raifed by virtue of this union } 
and that it be his office ?md duty to caufe the afts, ruka, 
and orders, made and concluded by virtue hereof, to be 
carried into execution ; and he fliall commiQion all tic 

feneral ofiicers that are needed, who fliall be ncmiinated to 
im by the Grand Council ; and he fliall commiflion tk 
other commiifion officer or officers, that fliall be neecfaA 
whto (hall be nominated to him by the Afiembly of tiat 
colony, whofe foldiers are to be commanded by fuch ojffictf 
or officers. 

That the Prefident-General and Grand Coundl of tide 
United Colonies rnay appoint a general treafyrer, andi 
particular treafurer in each government, when neceflar^ ; 
and, from time to time, may order the fums in the partio 
ular treafuries, by them appointed in each governmicnt, in* 
to the general treafury, or draw on them for fpedal py- 
ments, as they find moft convenient ; yet no money to i. 
fue but by joint orders of the Prefident-General and Gndi 
Council, except where fums have been appropriated to ptf* 
rticular purpofes, and the Prefident-General preyioufly *»• 
powered by . an order to draw for fuch fums. 
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f That the general accounts fliall be yearly fettled and re- 
ported to the fever al Affemblies. 

' That the particular military, as well as civile eflabliih- 
ments and conftitutions of each colony, remain Btin and 

"■ entire, without any other change or alteration than is 
herein before mentioned, this general union notwithftand- 
ing* 

And further, it is propofed, that there be a union made 
by an a& of the parliament of Great-Britain ; by virtue 
whereof, one general union may be formed, including the 
feveral colonies of Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina, and South-Carolina ; the affairs whereof, 

^in relation to matters and things of the like nature to 
what is herein before comprifed, to be ordered, directed, 

" and adminiftered, in the like manner and form as is here- 
in before mentioned. 

And further, it is propofed, that on any fpecial emer- 
gency, and extraordinary occafion, wherein, it may be 
thought needful, there may be juft rules and direftiofls 
'made and given, wherein all the faid colonies, herein be- 
fore propofed to be united, in the more northern part of 
Apierica, and thofe propofed to be united in the more 
Ibuthern part of North-America, may aft in concert zjgainR. 

"the common enemy, in the beft and mofl advantageous 
manner. 

Report of a Committee, chosen by the Generajl 
Assembly of^ Connecticut, respecting the fore- 
going Plan of Union. 

,Tp the Honourable General AJfembljj fitting at New-Haven^ 

Oiloberj 1754. 

WE, your Honours' committee, appointed to take 
into confideration the propofed plan for an union 
^ of his Majefty's governments in North-America, to ^vc 
J our opinion thereon, and the reafons of ftich our opinion^ 
*; ice. humbly report on the premifes, viz. 

Having duly and maturely confidered faid plan, we are of 

*■ ojnnion, that the iame has a tendency greatly to weakeii 

^ and injure his Wtajcfty's intereft, and that it is fubverfive of 

" . thfi 
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the juft rights and privileges of his good and faithful fob- 
jefts inhabiting his dominions on this continent ; and for 
fuch our opinion, we, with much fubmiffion, offer the fol- 
lowing reafons. 

1. We find his Majefty's territories, from the fouth-weft 
part of Georgia to Menis, is more than Seventeen hundred 
miles ; of which, from the head of St. John's (which we 
fuppofe to be the north-eaft extent of the Maflachuletts 
province) to the Apilachi mountains, (which we fuppofe 
to be the fouth-weft extent of the colony of South-Caroli- 
na,) is, on the frontiers by land, about fifteen hundred 
miles J which laft extent is all within the limits of tYie pro- 
pofed plan of union, fo that the prefident-general and 
council have to provide for this large extent of frontiers ; 
and fhould Georgia and Nova-Scotia, when able to afGfi, 
be added, it makes the fame yet greater. The fea-coail,' 
we find, varies very little from the extent by land ; and 
we think it impradiicable that his Majefly's intereft, and 
the good of his people, inhabiting fo great a country, can. 
In any advantageous or toleraMe manner, be confidered and ; 
conduced by the propofed prefident-general and council. \ 

2. The prefident-general and council having authority 
to nominate and commiflionate all military commiffiott 
officers, we apprehend, will be highly difadvantageous. to 
his Majefty*s intereft. Under this head we confider that 
our officers generally are chofen out of the beft yeomen of 
this colony, who live on their own lands, in peace and 
plenty ; but have ever been ready to ferve their country 
in the field, when called : their commiflions have ailways 
been prepared and delivered into their hands gratis. Un- 
der thefe officers, thus chofen and commiffionated, free- 
holders' fons, the youth of this colony, have on all occa- 
fions, with great cheerfulnefs and alacrity, generally enUft- 
ed ; and their country's good (not neceffity) has led them 
to arms. Now, fiiould officers be fent from abroad, we 
are fully fatisfied, fuch youth would not.enlift.; and to 
prels thefe generous young men into fervice will be not 
only hard and grievous, but in all probability will greatly 
dilhearten . and difpirit them, and this, we conclude, is 
very much the cafe in other his Majefty 's provinces and 
colonies on the continent. 

'z. His 
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not be apprehended, that they can be well acquainted^ in 
the various parts of fo large a governit^ent, with the pqv 
ions who will beft ferye to encourage ibldiers to enlifti aha 
who may conduct fheiti. with prudence^ and eQcourag^ 
their hearts. It hath liitherto been praftifed in the New- 
England governments to appoint officers out of their beft 
yeomen, who live in good circumllanceS on their own 
{Property in lands ; and when chofen freely^ and without 
%tiy appdication of their own for fuch offices, aiid receive 
their commiffions gipatis, they look on thefcfelves obliged^ 
and are always ready, to ferve their country In the fidcL 
wHen thus called thereto ; and under fiich officers, well 
known and clieemed aftiong the people, freeholder^* fons, 
not moved by neceffity, but their country's good, gene- 
tlly have enlifted with cheerfulnefe and alacrity* Now^ 
Lomd officers be fent amonc; them from atbroad, and to 
virhom they are ftrangers, it is plain fuch youth win not 
enlifj: ; and to pfels fuch genetous youtig men into fervice^ 
muli be not only hard and grievous, but very much dit 
hearten and difpirit them : and this, ho doubt, will prove 
the cafe in other of the American colonies, as weU as of 
thofe in New-England, 

5* His Majefty *s fubjefts, now inhabiting this large and 
extenfive country, take them colleftively, are become a 
very great number j and, through the ffniles of di-vine 
Providence hitherto, are greatly inCreafed, and it is fup* 
pofed to become double in every twenty-five years : now 
this growing power and ftrength to be brought into one 
point, all to move under the direcEKon of fuch Prefident- 
General and Council, may in time be of dangerous cohfe- 
iquence to his Majefty*s intereft, and the good of his foyal 
mbjedts here. 

4. The Prefident-General to have a negative voice on 
the Council, may bring his Majelly's intereft into danger : 
That officer, in fo extenfive a territory, not well under- 
ftanding, or carefully purfuing proper methods for the 
country's good, all may be ruined before relief can be had 
from the throne ; and in a country, where the greateft en» 
couragement to go through the hardfhip and fetigue of a 
jiew fettlement is the hope of enjoying Uberty, and fecur- 
Ing a fmall property in land to themfelves, every thing 

that 
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The Reasons considered and offered, by the As- 
sembly pF THE COLONY QT CONNECTICUT, CONCERN- 
ING THE Plan of Union the CoMMissio.NERS of 

THE several COLONll-S IN NoRTH-AmERICA, WHO 

MET AT Albany on the 14TH June, 4754, have 

PROPOSED for uniting THE SAID COLONIES INTO ONB 

General Government, for the purposss^ T£[£R£- 
in expressed, are as follows* 

I. 'TPHE limits of the propofed plan of union are of too 
X large extent ; from Nova-Scotia on the north, to 
Georgia on the fouth, is fifteen hundred miJes ; fo that 
the ft-efident-General and Grand Council muft have to 
provide for this large extent of frohtiers ; and this phn 
feems calculated only to render this general government, 
therein propofed, capably to defend againft the French, 
and to proclaim war, and m^e peace with the Indians. 
Now it feems plain, that it is imprafticable that his Afajet 
ty*s intereft, and the good of his people inhabiting idgrcat 
a country, with frontiers of fo great length, can Be advan- 
tageoufly defended, or in any good manner confidered and 
condufted, by the propofed Prefident-General and Gonndl: 
and it may be juftly obferved here, that a defeniive war, 
on the part of this, government, with fo large a frontier, 
will prove detrimental ^nd ruinous to it ; while the 
French have it in their power, at any time, as well in » 
time of peace, as of a war, to fend out fmall parties of their 
Indians, to fkulk about in the woods, and fell upon, and} j 
furprife any part of the frontiers ; and with but Uttle hai-j \ 
ard to themfelves, and fmall expenfe, keep this propofed | 1 
government in a continued alarm, in one or other part" i 
thereof, and put them to vaft expenfe to defend thcifrj 
felves, and thereby weaken, impoverifli, and greatly ^ t 
hearten the King^s fubjefts in every part of this large cfr •] 
tent of frontiers ; while the enemy will be encouragc4j f\ 
and grow ftrong and wealtliy. This, indeed, cannot" 
remedied, but by carrying the war into the en "" 
country, for which this plan makes no provifion. 

2. The Prefident-General and: Council to have auth* 
ity to nominate and commifllon all military ofiicers, 
be highly detrimental to his Majefty's intereft j as it 
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not be apprehended, that they can be well acquainted, ia 
the various parts of to large a governitidat, with the perj 
fons who will beli ferye to encourage iblciiers tp enlift, and 
who may conduct fhem with prudence, arid encourage 
their hearts. It hath hitherto been praclifed in the Neys^-r 
England governments to appoint officers out of their beft 
yeomen, who live in goocf dfcuihfianceS op their own 
property in lands ; and when chofen freely, and without 
any application of their own for fuch offices, and receive 
their commiffions gratis, they look on thefcfelves obliged^ 
and are always ready, to ferve their country In the ndi 
when thus called tliereto ; and under fuch officers, well 
known and efteemed aftiong the people, freeholders' fons, 
not moved by neceffity, but their country's good, gene* 
rally have enhtted witn cheerfulnefe and alacrity* Now^ 
ifiould officers be fent among them from abroad, and to 
whom they are ftrangers, it is plain fuch youth will not 
cnlift J and to pf eis luch generous young men into fervice. 
mufi be not only hard and grievous, but very much dif- 
hearten and difpirit them : and this, no doubt, will prov^ 
the cafe in other of the i^merican colonies, as wdl as of 
thofe in New-England, 

3. His Majefty's fubjefts, now inhabiting this large and 
extenfive country, take thein colleftively, are become a 
very great number j and, through the ftniles of divine 
Providence hitherto, are greatly increafed, and it is fup* 
pofed to become double in every twenty-five years : now 
this growing power and ftrength to be brought into one 
point, all to move under the direction of fuch Prefident- 
General and Council, may in time be of diangerous confe- 
iquence to his Majefty's intereft, and the good of his loyal 
nibjeds here. 

4. The Prefident-General to have a negative voice on 
the Council, may bring his Majefty's intereft into danger : 
That officer, in fo extenfive a territory, not well under- 
ftanding, or carefully purfuing proper methods for the 
country's good, all may be ruined before relief can be had 
from the throne ; and in a country, where the greateft en- 
couragement to go through the hardflup and fetigue of a 
new fettlement is the hope of enjoying Uberty, and fecur- 
Ing a fmall property in land to themfelves, every thing 

that 
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that doth make any encroachment thereon will difcourage 
the people, and thereby injure his Majefly's intereft : And 
it fecms the Council, from the refpeftive colonies, are mod 
likely to underftand the true intereft and vital of the 
peojde. 

5. The propofal, in faid plan contained, for the Prefi- 
dent-Generi and Council to lay and levy taxes, &c. as they 
pleafe, throughout this extenfive government, is a very ex- 
traordinary thing, and againft the rights and privileges of 
Englifhmen, which is efteemed, and highly prized by the 
people of thefe colonies, who have now a due fenfe of their 
dependence on their mother country, and delight in obe^- 
cnce to, and admire the protection and privfleges of^ the 
laws of England ; which, with the fpecial favours and 
charter privileges to them granted, and hitherto kept fii- 
cred and inviolate, have encouraged the people inhabiting 
here, at their own great expenfe, induftry, and hazard of 
their lives as well as fortunes, to fettle, plant, and cultivate 
thefe remote places ; and it is not to be doubted, that any 
great innovations, or breach of their original charters and 
conftitutions, will greatly difcourage the induftry of the 
inhabitants, who are jealous of their privileges ; and, while 
they are fccured, are zealous to fecure his Majcfty's domin- 
ions here, and purfue the enlargement thereof. 

At this place, it may be worthy obfervation, that heavy 
taxes on the inhabitants, of the northern colonies efpecial- 
ly, muft be attended with grievous complaints from the 
main body of the people, who are pot well furnifhed with 
money, and not able to carry on any confiderable trade 
abroad, thereby to bring home money, more than is abfo 
liitely neceflary to carry on their orcunary affairs ; being 
principally employed in clearing, fencing, and cultivating 
their lands, and fitting them for future more profitable 
improvenients ; and from their firft fettlement have had 
the barbarous natives of the country frequently making 
war upon them, and thdr reftlefs French neighbours fet- 
ting on the Indians, in a barbarous manner, to kill or cap- 
tivate the people, and that even in times of peace ; which 
hath occafioned a very great expenfe^ and loaded thefe colo- 
nies with a heavy debt, and brought "on the neceffity of 
creating and iffuing bills of public credit j which, through 

their 
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their weaknefc and poverty, they were not able feafonaUy 
to fink and difcharge, and thereby leffened credit in thefe 
parts ; from which difadvantages, thefe colonies are not 
quite freed to this day ; and although they are well fpirit- 
ed to fecure and defend all his Majefty's territories in 
North- America, and therein to lay thcmfelves out to their 
utmoft ability ; yet, to bring on themfelves large and heavy 
taxes, more than they are well able to pay, muft occafion 
grievous complaints, and prove very diicouraging. 

For thefe reafons, more largely infifted op, and difcouril 
cd at the congrefs of the commiffioners in Albany, in June 
laft-— The gentlemen, who went commiffioners from the 
colony of Connedicut, objefted to the propofed plan ; and 
thought they were never anfwered or obviated, and there^ 
fore never c^me into, or gave any confent to the fame. 

And in addition hereunto, it is further to be confidered 
and alleged, that the people of this colony, from their firft 
fettlement to this day, in their general aflemblies, by their 
a<5ls and refolutions therein made and pafled, have ihewn 
true loyalty, and fincere difpofition to promote his Majes- 
ty's intereft ; and have always yielded cheerful obedience to 
his Majefly's commands ; and have readily given affiftance 
and aid to any of his Majefiy's colonies, when the fame 
hath been requefled ; and ftill remain in the fame good 
difpofition, and readily to conform to his Majefiy's will 
and pleafure, fignified to this colony by the Right Hon* 
ourable the Eaii' of Holdernefs. The \2Sk paragraph of his 
letter to this colony, dotted Auguft 28, 1753, is in ^^^ ^^' 
lowing words, viz. 

" And whereas it may be greatly conducive to his Majefi 
** ty's fervice, that all his provinces in America fhould be 
^' aiding and afljifting each other, in cafe of any invafion, I 
*' have It particularly in charge from his Majefty, to ac- 
" quaint you, that it is his royal will and pieafure, that 

you Ihould keep up an exaft correfpondence with all his 

Majefty's Governors on the continent ; and in cafe you 
*' fliall be informed, by any of them, of any hoflile at- 
" tempt, you are immediately to affemble the general at 
"fembly within your government, and lay before them 
*' the neceflity of a mutual afOflance, and engage them to 
" grant fuch fupplies as the exigency of afiairs may re- 
i^ quire," ; It 
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opportunity of exprefling our humble, though itep&fiSSb 
thanks to your Majefty, for the many bleffings we havcl 
enjoyed in the courfe of your glorious reign. Such 
was your Majefty's care of us, during the war, that 
our trade was in a great meafure, by the happy reduc- 
tion of the important fortrefs of Port Royal, under the 
aufpicious condud of General Nicholfon ; and now that 
honourable and advantageous pfiade, which your Majefty 
has concluded, does mightily increafe our happineis, by 
deUvering us from the violence of barbarous favages, who 
continuaUy infefted our country, and afted unheard-of 
cruelties. To complete, we humbly intreat your M^eily 
to provide for our fpiritual concerns, and to eftabfifh JBiih- 
ops and biihopricks within your Majefty's plantations in 
America. We are informed by General NichoHbn, whole 
piety, generofity, and zeal for the church we cannot fuf- 
fidently commend, that the honourable Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpd in foreign parts, have laid before your 
Majefty the particular manner of the 'Bifhops' relpedtive 
fetdements. Since nothing can tend more to make reli- 
gion flourifli among us, we promife ourfelves that your 
Majefty will take this afl&ir into your royal confideration ; 
and that it may pleafe Almighty God to grant your Mia- 
|efty a long and happy reign over us, and advance you to 
immortal glory hereafter, is the conftant and fervent 
prayer of your Majefty's moft loyal, moft dutiful, and moft 
obedient fubjefts, J. D. 

W. T. &c. 



THAT no reprefentations may prejudice the interefts 
of our church in thefe parts, I have thought it expedient 
for me, at this junfture, to certify, that we have a very 
confiderable number of people belonging to the church in 
this town of Bofton ; and that I am humbly of opinion, 
the church here, and alfo in other parts of this province, 
would increafe much more under a Governor that was a 
conftant communicant thereof, from whom we might rea- 
fonably expeft all requifite proteftion and encouragement. 

This prefent Governor, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. is a mem- 
ber of an independent church at Roxbury, where his 
dwelling is, and has communicated therefrom his firft com- 
, > ing 
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ing to be Governor 9 and never communicated with us 
$nce the ftey^ Mr. Harrifon's arrival here, (as he can in- 
form) nor, to my certain knowledge, many years before, 
only this 25th of December laft paftne was at the commim- 
ion, his Excellency Gen. KichoUbn then prefent. 

I do alfo certify, that Colohel Vetch never received the 
communion with us here ; vand fince his arrival from An- 
napolis-Royal, has been but once at church, and that in the 
morning only. This is all true to a tittle, and attefted by 

. Samuel Myles, 
Prelbyter of the church of England. 

B6Jhn^ New-England^ febi 17, 1713-^14. 
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HAVING ferved the church in this place, thefe five 
years laft paft, in cohjunftipn with the Reverend. Mr. 
Myles, I tan certify the truth of the above-made rdatioii 
ever fince the time of my arrii^ here. In witne(s where- 
of I fet my hand^ HeKry Harris. 

A reprefentation of fever al officers in the province of the Maffa* 
cbufetts^Bayy in New-England^ not belonging to the churco of 
England ; and a lift of the names of the gentlemen that do *^- 
long to f aid church. 

Officers in public poft. 

Members of her Majefiy's Council. Judges of the Su- 
perior and Inferior Court. Secretary of the Province. 
Attorney-General. Treafurer of the Province. Commif- 
fary-General for the War. Judges of Probate. High Sher- 
iflfs. Receiver of the Impoft. Naval Officer. Clerks of 
Courts. Houfe of Reprefentatives. Officers of the Mili- 
tia. Deputy Poft-Mafter. OiEcers of the College. 

Names of the gentlemen of the church. 

The Hon. William Taylor, Efq. Lieut. Governor, com- 
municant, and ferved as church-warden. Sir Charles Hob- 
by, communicant and church-warden for the time being. 
Jdhn Nelfon. Francis Foxcroft. Edward Lloyd, com- 
municant and church-warden. John Jerky 1, Efq. commu- 
nicant and church-warden for time being. Thomas New- 
ton, commimicant and church-warden. John Bridger, 
Ee IVd.vWi communicant* 
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commuiiicant. Henry Mackentofliv communicant. Gharfe 
Bleckenden, comtnuliicint. Mr. Thomas Banifter, com- 
municant. Capt. Cyprian Southack, communicant and 
church-warden. Capt. Wcntworth Paxton. Mr. John 
Oulton, communicant. Mr. Savil Sympfon, communicant 
and church-warden. Mr. Giles Dyer, communicant. Mr. 
Jofeph Stearn. Mr. John Valentine, communicant. Eben- 
ezer Mountforth. James Lyndall. Francis Brinly. Ed- 
ward Mills. George Turfry, communicant and church- 
warden. James Smith. Job Lewis. John Trefor, com- 
municant. William Roufe. Anthony Blunt, communi- 
cant and church-warden. Edward Weaver, conunuiucant. 
George Stuart. Tliomas Lechmore. John Arburthnot. 
Thomas Sheapard. Jofeph Loyd. John Newdicate. Dan- 
id Weyburn. John Powel. John Bearnard. Thomas 
Creefe. George Tarrant.^ Henry Frankhm, communi- 
cant. Euftace Hatch. John Chickley. William Patridge. 
Samuel Hill. Peter Butler. Richard PuUen. Thomas 
Selby, communicant. Richard Hall, communicant. Ste- 
phen North. Rowland Dyke. Henry Sharp. John 
Gibbs. Mr. Renner. Ambrofe Vincent, communicant. 
Roger Patiifon, conununicant. Stdphen Labbie. John 
Johns. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Sawyers, Mr. Merrill, 
Newbury* 

We have omitted fetting down a confiderable number of 
our ^ communicants, became of fmall figure, though good 
families in the town. 

An account of the number of our congregation we have 
fent to my Lord^iftiop of London, viz. 8 op j wherein wc 
are wdl affured we have not exceeded. 

Thefe pethions intercepted, l)ut not delivered ; faid to be found 
amongft Sir Charles Hobby's papers^ hj Mr. Mafon, his adminiiba* 
tor» and by him tranfmitted to Bofhm. 
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An Acgount of the whole Trape and S.hippino of 
THE Island of Newfoundland for the year 17995 

. TAKEN FROM THE CuSTOM-HoUSE BoOKS. 



r Number of veffds !- 
Shipping. < Number of tons - 

C Number of men 
Hundred weight of bread and flour 
Barrek of beef and pork 
TJundred weight of butter and cfaeefe 
Bufliels of fait 
Pounds of tea - 
Hundred weight of refined fugar 
Hundred weight of Mufcovado fugar 
Gallons of molafles 
"Gallons of mm - - - 

Gallons ofgin and brandy - 
Gallons of wine - - - 

Hogfheads of beer and dder 
Pounds of coffee , - . 

Pounds of tobacco 
Pounds of foap and candles 
Chaldrons of coals - . - 
Barrels of pitch and tar - 
' Thou£ind feet of planks and boards 
Thoufand of ihingles 
Number of mafts and fpars 
Number of bullocks and cows 
Number of fheep • 
Bu&els of Indian corn 

Exports. 

C Number of vdBTels 
Shipping. -e Number of tons - 

CNumberofmen . 
Quintals of dry cod fiih - ' 
Qvuntals of core fiih - v.' .- 
Tierces of falmon - - , - 

Barrels of herrings - - : - 

Tons of oil r - . . , , 

■ Number of feat Ikins - .' . 



, 340 
34.225 

2^49 
44,21 5t 

13,062 

566,201 
38*0 17 

97i 
1,726 

168,104 

168,936 

9.431 
20,787 

793 
9,856 

1 20,663 

123,939 

1. 495 
1,242 

541,855 

150 

306 

- 417 

• J*^37 

33<5 

33*503 . 
2,4 ro* 

: 453*337 ■ 
.J 3,995 

.202 

.- 3»o»7 
74,1 8 1 



MO A Bill far better Regulating ' * 

Number of the British Subjects, Men, Women, 
AND Children, in the Colonies of North-Amer- 
ica, TAKEN from MILITIA ROLLS, POLL TAXES, BILLS 
OF MORTALITY, RETURNS FROM GOVERNORS, AND 
OTHER AUTHENTIC AUTHORITIES. FrOM THE LoN- 

DON Magazine, for May, 1755^ 



k* 



I 



I 



THE colonies of Halifax and Lunenburg in 

Nova-Scotia" - -J • - 5000 

New-Hamplhire - : - - 30000 

Mai&chufetts-Bay - - - - 220000 

khode-Ifland and Providence - - 3So^>o 

Connedicut - - t r " 100000 

New- York - - - ^ - 1 00000 

The Jerfeys - - - .7 - (Sopoo 

Pennfylvania, - - - - - 250000 

Maryland -^ - -. - - 85000 

Virginia* . - . - 85000 

North-Carolina - - - - 45060 

South-Carolina - - . - ^oooo 

Georgia - - - - - 7 6c>bo 

Total number 1,05 1000 

... . -J . * " 

fixfihifiye of the military forces in the pay of the gov- 
errimentj and negroes. 

*. __^ . - — ■ — - — - — 

a ^ill for better regulatino of charter and 
Proprietary Governments In America, and for 

THE ENCOURAGEMEJJT OF THE TrADE OF THIS KlNG* 
pOM AND OF HIS MaJESTY's PLANTATIONS. 



/- 



WHEREAS, by virtue of feveral Charters and Letters 
Patents; under the Great Seal of England^ paffcd 
jtnd granted by his Majefty's royil predeceflbrs, tKc fevcbl 
coloides^ provinces, and plantations of the ' Maffachiifctts- 
Bay, Rhode-Ifland aiid Pr6vidende Plantations, Conne&i- 
cut, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Carolina, and the Bahama 
cur Lucay lilands, in America have been granted unto f^- 
' - • . - eral 
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.cral pcrfons, whereby the grantees are not only made pro* 
prietors oiF the foil and lands comprehended* in the faid 
places, but lords and governors thereof ; and have fuch 
large and unlimited powers, as have given them a jpretqice 
to afliime abfolute government smd authority over lus 
Majefty's fiibjeAs : And wherdi^ the {evering of fuch pow- 
er and authority from the Crown, and placing the fame 
in the hands pf the Tubje6lS;> hath, by experience, been* 
found prejudicial to the trade of this kingdom, and to the 
welfare and fecurity of his Majefly*s fubjeds in thefe, as. 
weU as in the other pl^tations in America, and to his 
Majefly*s r^epue ariiing froip the cuftoms, as well by rea- 
fon of the difabifity of the proprietors to defend and pro- 
teft his Majefly's fubjeAs under the government, in cafe of 
aay attempt of the Indians^ or other enemy, as by the ma- 
ny irregularities committed by the governors of the fidd 
proprietary governments, as by others in authority un- 
der them there : 

Be it therefore enabled by the King's mojl excellent Majejiyl 
by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Ternporaly and Commons^ in Parliament affembled^ and by the 
authority ofthefamey That the King's Majefty, his heirs, and 
fuccefTors, fliall from the of have the fole power 

and authority of governing the faid plantations and colonies, 
and every of them, arjd of appointing the governors, coun- 
fdilors, judges, juitices of the peace, and of all other officers 
for the adminiftration and execution of juftice there, and 
of pardoning offences there ; the faid power and authority 
to be for ever united to the Imperial Crown of thefe 
realms, any grants, ufages, or other matter or thing to the 
contrary in any wife notwithflanding. 

Provided always^ That nothing herein contained fhall be 
conf^rued to extend any ways to alter, or take away, 
diminifh or abridge the right or title which any perfon, 
perfons, or bodies politic or corporate have, or lawfully 
may have or claim to any lands, tenements or heredita? 
raents, or any other matter or thing (the authority and " 
powers aformcntioned only excepted) by virtue of the faid 
girants, or any other charter or letters patents, or by virtue 
6f any right • or title derived fr6m or under fiicli gi'^uU, " 
charters, or littery patents, by any mean, aJ^nmenti^, or * 

conveyances^ 
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conveyances, or otherwife howfoeycr. Provided, alfo^ That 
all fuch laws, made in the faid refpeftive plantations^ which 
are now in force there, and have been confirmed and ap- 
proved of by his Majefty's predeceffors, or by his Majefty, 
Gt Ihall be hereafter confirmed by his Maje^-, his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, fhall be of the lame force and da^h^ as they 
would have been, if this act had not been made : And that 
all laws, hereafter to be made bv the general afiemblies of 
the faid refpedive plantations, mail be made with con&nt 
of the refpeftive governors thereof, to be appointed by 
his Majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors, fut^ed to the con- 
firmation or difallowance of hb Majefty, his heirs, and fuc- 
cefibrs, and that a{^als ihall be allowed to his Mye&yp his 
heirs, and fuccefibrs, from the judements, decrees, and £en« 
tence to be given and made m uie courts of the laid re- 
fpeftive plantations, as appeals are allowed and ufed in other 
hb Majefty^s plantations ; any law, ftatute, or ixi^ge, coa-^ 
trary hereunto, in any wife notwithftanding. 

Dedications to the Rev. John Eliot's Indian v£r« 
sioN OF THE Old and New Testament. 

[Printed at Cambridge, N. £. by Samuel Green and Mannaduke John* 

fon. 1663.] ^ 

[The following dedications to the tranflation of the old and new tef- 
tament in the indian language, by the celebrated Eliot, are great 
curioAties. Such were annexed only to the few copies fcnt to Eng- 
land : and are of courfe the very fcarce appendajjjes of a very fearer 
book. Of fix copies of the indian bible, which I have fecn, no one 
poiTefied thefe dedications. The following were taken from a mnCr- 
lated copyj ufed in a barber's fhop for wafte paper. From rhis in- 
tended deflrndtion they were eagexiy friatched, by the hand which 
writes this, af truly valuable relich.'] 

To the High and Mighty Prince^ Charles the Second^ by the 
Grace rf Gody King of England^ Scotland^ France and Ire^ 
iandj Defender of the Faith ^ £sfr. 

The CommJJioners of the United Colonies in NewrEngland, wijb 

increafe of all happinefs^ ^c. 

Mofi Dread Soveraign^ 

IF our weak apprehcnfions have not mifled us, this Work 
will be no unacceptable Prcfcnt to Your Majefty, as 

having 
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Kaving a greater Intereft therein, than we believe is gene- 
rally underftood : which (upon this Occafion) we conedvc 
it our Duty to declare. 

The People of thcfe four Colonies (Confederate iot Mu- 
tual Defence, in the time of the late Diftraftions of our 
dear Native Country) Your Majefties natural born Sub- 
jefts, by the Favour and Grant of Your Royal Father and 
Grandnither of Famous Memory, put themfelves upon 
this great and hazardous Undertaking, of .Planting them-* 
felves at their own Charge in thefe remote ends of the 
Earth, that without oflFence or provocation to our dear 
Brethren and Countrymen, we might enjoy that liberty to 
Worfliip God, which our own Confcience informed us, 
was not ondy our Right, but Duty : As alfo that we 
might (if it fo pleafed God) be inftrumental to fpread the 
light of the Gofpel, the knowledg of the Son of God our 
Saviour, to the poor barbarous Heathen, which by His late 
Majefty, in fome of our Patents, is declared to be His 
principal aim. 

Thefe honeft and pious Intentions, have, through the 
grace and goodnefs of God and our Kings, been feconded 
with proportionable fuccels : for, omitting the Immuni- 
ties indulged us by Your Highnefs Royal Predeceffors, we 
have been greatly incouraged by Your Majefties gracious 
expreffions of Favour and Approbation fignified, unto the 
Addrefs made by the principal of our Colonics, to which 
the reft do moft cordially Subfcribe, though wanting the 
like feafonable opportunity, they have been (till now) de- 
prived of the means to Congratulate Your Majefties happy 
Reftitution, after Your long fuflfering,- which we implore 
may yfet be gracioufty accepted, that we may be equal jpar- 
takers of Your Royal Favour and Moderation j whidi 
hath been fo Dluftrious that (to admiration) the animofi- 
ties and different Perfwafions of men ' have been fo foon 
Compofed, and fo much caufe of hope, that (unlefs the 
fins of the IfTation prevent) a bleflcd Calm will fucceed the 
late horrid Conftmons 6i Church and State. And ihall 
not v^ {Dread Soveraign) yoMX Sub^efts of thefe Colonies, 
of the iameFaith and Belief ^n all roints of Doftrine witli 
our Countfymen, and the" other Reformed Churches^ 
(though perhaps not alike petfwaded in fome matters of 
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Order, which in outward refpeds hath been unhappy fiir 
us) promife and aiTure our fdves of sdl juft kvour and i&- 
di^gence from a Prince fo happily and gradoufly endo^ired \ 

The other part of our Errand hither, hath been, attend- 
ed with £ndevour5 and Bieffing ; many of the wilde Z^ 
diam being taught, and underftan(]^i^ the Do6h:ine of t^ 
Chriftian ReUgion, and \iath much afiedion attendkg 
fuch Preachers as arc fent to teach them ^ many of thai" 
Children are inftrucled to Write and Reade^ and Ibine of 
them have proceeded further, to attain the knowledge of 
the Latinc and Greek Tongues, and are brought up with 
our Englilh youth in Univerfity-learning : Tliere arc di- 
vers of them thact can and do reade iom& p2trts of the 
Scripture, and fome Catechifms, which formerly have been 
Tranflated into their own Langu^e j wj^ch hath occafion- 
ed the undertaking of a greater Work, viz : The Pnnting 
of the whole Bible, which (being Tranflated by a painful 
* Labourer amongft them, who was defirous to fee the Work 
accompliihed in his dayes) hath already proceeded to the 
finiihing of the New Teftament, which we here humbly 
prefent to Your Majefb^, as the firft fruits and accompEfh- 
ment of the Pious Defign of yoiu* Royal Anceftors. The 
Old Teftament is now under the Preis, wanting and crav- 
ing your Royal Favour and Afliftance for the perfeddng 
thereof. 

We may not conceal, that though this Work hath been 
begun and profecuted by fuch Infiruments as God bath 
raifed up here, yet tie chief Charge and Coft, v^rhich hadi 
fupported and^ carried it thus far, hath been from the 
Charity and Piety of divers of our well-afie<%ed Cooady* 
men in England ; who being fi^nfible of our inability in 
tlut refpeft, and fhidipus to promote fb good a Work^ con- 
tributed large Sums of Money, which were to be improv- 
ed according to the DiretStion and Order of the then-pre- 
vailing Powers, which hath been faithfully and religioufly 
attended both there and here, according to the pious inten- 
tions of the Benefadors. And we do moft nunibly bc- 
leech your Maiefly, that a matter of fo much Devodon 
and Piety, tending fo much to the Honour of God, may 
fuffer no dilappointment through any Legal defed (with- 
out the fault of the Donors, or the poor buHans, who 

onely 
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IDiiely receive the benefit) but that your Majefty be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to Efiablifli and Connrm the fame, being 
contrived and done (as we conceive) in the firft year of 
your McM^fties Reign, as this Book was begun and now - 
finifhed in the firft year of your Eftablifhment : which 
doth not onely prefage the happy fucceis of your Highnels 
Government, but wul be a perpetual monument, that by 
your Majefties Favour the Gofpel of our Lord and Saviour 
ye/us Chrijij Was firft made known to the Indians : An 
Honour whereof (we are affured) your M^'efty will not a 
little efteem. 

• SIR, The Jhines of Tout Royal Fat)our upon thefe Vfider- 
takings^ will make ihefe tender Plants to flourijh^ notwithjiand- 
ing any malevolent AJpe^ from thofe that bear evil will to this 
Sion,- and render Tour Majejly more Illujirious and Glorious' to 
after Generations. 

The God of Heaven long preferve and blefs Tour Majejij 
nvith many happy ddyes^ to his Glory ^ the good and com* 
fort of his Church and People. Amen* 



To the High and Mighty Prince^ Charles the Second^ by the 
Grace of Gody King of Great Britain^ France and Ireland^ 
Defender of the Faith , &f r. 

The Commiffioners of the United Colonies iri New-England^ Wifh 

all Happihefs. 

Moji Dread Soveraign, 

AS our former Prefentation of the New-Teftament was 
Gracioufly Accepted by Your Majefty • fo with all 
Humble Thankfulnefs for that Royal Favour, and with the 
like hope. We are bold now to Prefent the WHOLE 
BiBLEy Tranflated into the Language of the Natives of 
this Country, hy A Painful Labourer in that Work^ and now 
Printed aqd Finyhedy by means of the Pious Beneficence of 
Your Majefties Subjefts in England : which alfo by Your 
Special Favoirr hath been Continued and Confirmed to the 
intended Ufe and Advancement of fo Great and Good a 
Work, as. is the Propagation of the Gofpel. to thcfc poor Bar* 
parians in this {Ere-while) Unknown .World. 

Ff [rc>/. vii.] "" Tranflations' 
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Tranfliitions oF Holy Scipture, 7*^ W^d df the Kmg -if 
Kings J have ever been deemed not unworthy of the i^c/k 
Princely Dedications : Examples whereof are extant m ^^ 
vcfrs Languages. Bnt Yoar Mjgefty & the Firft that hatJk 
Received one in this Language, -or from this Ameriam 
Worlds or ftrrni any Parts fo Remote from Eurofe as tiufe 
arfe, for ought tha;t ever we htatd of. 

PubKcations alfo of thefe Sacred Writings to the Sofi| 
of Men (who here, and here onely, have the Myfteries <i 
their Eternal Salvation revealed to them hy the God of 
Heaven) is a Work that the Greateft Princes have Honoor* 
ed themfelves by. But to Publifli and Communicate the 
fame to a Loft Peojde, as remote from Kno^dedge and 
Civility, much more from Chriftianity, as they were from 
all Knowing, Civil and Chriftian Nations ; a Peopie with- 
out Law, without Letters, without Riches^, or Means to 
procure any fuch thing ; a People thatyJz/^ as deep in Dark* 
nefs^ and in thejbadow of Deaths as (we think) any fince the 
Creation : This puts a Luftre upon it that is Superlative ; 
and to have given Royal Patronage and Countenance to 
fuch a Publication, or to the Means thereof, will ftand 
among the Marks of Lafting Honour in the eyes of afl 
that are Confiderate, even unto After-Generations. 

And though there be in this Weftern World maBy Col- 
onies of other Europacan Nations, yet we humbly conceive, 
no Prince hath had a Return of^fuch a Work as this ; 
which may be fome Token of the Succefs of Your Majef- 
ties Plantation of New-England^ Undertaken and Setled 
under the Encouragement and Security of Grants from 
Your Royal Father and Grandfather, of Famous Memory, 
and Gheriihed with late Gracious Aipefts from Ybvlt 
Majefty. Though indeed, the prefent Poverty of fftcfe 
Plantations could not have Accomplilhed this Work, had 
not the forementioned Bounty of England lent Relief; 
N6r could that have Continued to ftand us in fiead, with- 
out the Influence of Your Royal Favour and Authority, 
whereby the Corporation there, For Propagating the GeJ^ 
among thefe Natives^ hath been Eftabliflied and EncOtcft^ed 
(whofe Labour of Love, Care, and Faithftilnefs in «urt 
lYuft, muft ever be remembred with Honour.) Yea, 
•when private *perfons, for their private Ends, have of late 

fought 
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Ifcmgiit Advantages to deprive the faid Corj^oration of HaLP 
the JPofleffions that had heejai, by Libera} Gontributiohs, 
^^ned for fo Religious Ends ; We undisrfiaiid. That by 
an Honourable and Righteous Decifion in Your Majefties 
Court <f Chancery, their Hopes have been defeated, and the 
l^ag Settled where it was and h. For which great Fa« 
yto^t ^ind Dluftrious Fruit of Your Majefties Government, 
ve cannot but return our moft Hunnible Thanks in this 
PUblkk ^&mner : And, as the Refult, of the joynt Ehdeav^ 
<mrs <^ Your Majeflies Subjeds there and here, acting un*. 
icier Your Royal bifluejnce. We Prefeiat Tou with this Work^ 
^i^iich upon fundry accounts b to be caHed Tours. 

The Southern Colonies of the Spanijh Nation have fenfc 
home from this American Continent, much Gold and Silver, 
as the Fruit and End of their Difcoverie^ a[nd Trani|>lanta* 
tions ; That (we confeis) is a fcarce Commodity in this 
Ccdder CUmate. But (futable to the Ends of our Under- 
taHng) we Prefent this, and other Concomitajat Fruits of 
our poor Endeavours to Plant and Propagate the Gofpel 
here y which, upon a true account, is as much better than 
Gold, as the Souls of men are more worth than the whole 
World. This is a Nobler Fruit (and indeed, in the Coun-» 
fels of All-difpofing Providence, was an higher intended 
End) of Columbus his Adventure. And though by his 
Brother's being hindred from a feafonable Application, 
your Famous Ftedeceffour and Anccftor, King Henry thip 
Seventh, miffed of beinff folc Owner of that &ft Difcov«»» 
ry, and of the Riches thereof ; yet, if the Honour of firft 
Difeovering the True and Saving Know}edge of the Goipd 
unto, the poor Americans^ and of Erefting the Kingdomo of 
JESUS C HR IS T among them, be Referred for, and 
do Redound unto your Majefiy, and the Englifh Nation, 
After-ages will not reckon this Inferiour to the other; 
^Religion is the End and Glory of Mankinde ; and as it W3g 
the Profefibd End of this Plantation j fo we defire ever ta 
Ixep it in our Eye as our main Defign (both as to ourfelves, 
md the Natives about us) and that our Produ^ may be 
tnlwtrable thereunto. Give us therefore leave fDt^ad 
Soveraign) yet again humbly to Beg the Continuance ef 
your Royal Favour, and of the Influences thereof, upon 
this poor PLmtation, The United Colonies of N E W-E N G« 

LAND^ 
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LAND, for the Securing and Eftablilhment of our CivS 
Priviledges, and Religious Liberties hitherto Enjoyed ;- 
and, upon this Good Work of Propagating Religion to- 
thefe Natives, that the Supports arid Encouragements there- 
of from England may be ftill Countenanced and Confirmed. 
May this Nurfling ftill fuck the Breaft of Kings, and W 
foftered by your Majefty, as it hath been by your Royal' 
Predeceffors, unto the Prefervation of its main Concern-^ 
ments ; It Ihall thrive and profper to the Glory of God,. 
and the Honour of your Majefty : Neither will it be any 
lofi or grief unto our Lord the King, to have the Bleiling 
of the Poor to come upon Him, and that from theie Ends 
of the Earth. 

* The God by whom Kings Reign^ and Princes Decree yujiicij 
Blefs Tour Majefty^ and EJlabliJh Tour Throne in Right' 
eoufnefs^ in Mercy ^ and in Truths to the Glory of His NamSj 
the Good of His People^ and to Tour own Comfort and Re- 
Joycingj not in this onely^ but in another World. 



Sir Thomas Temple-s Apology for Coinage in 
' Massachusetts. From the Monthly Magazine 
FOR January, 1799. 

IB E G leave, through the channel of your Hberal and 
moft valuable mifcellany, to make a few ohfervations 
upon the following paflage in Dr. Robertfon's ** Hiftory of 
America," lately publimed. After enumerating^ feveral 
inftances of the addrefs and ambition of the colomfts in the 
" northern provinces, the hiftorian goes on : 

" Thefe were followed by an indication ftill lefs ambigu- 
ous of the afpiring fpirit prevalent among the people of the 
Mafikchufetts. Under every form of government, the 
right of coining money has been confidered as a preroga- 
tive peculiar to foyereignty, and which no fubordinate 
member of a ftate is entided to claim. Regardlefs of this 
eftablilhed maxim, the general court ordered a coinsige of 
filver money at Bofton, ftamped with the name of the col- 
onyj and a tree, as an apt fymbol of its progreffivc vigour. 
Even this ufiirpation paJQTed without notice/' 
* '. . ' From 
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Yfom the above paflage, it feems to be the opinion of 
Dr. Robcrtfon, that the people of the Maffachnfetts affum- 
cd this ** peculiar prerogative of fovereignty" in defiance 
Df, or at leaft in oppofition to, the royal authority. But 
it ought to be particularly noticed, that the firft coinage 
wras made in the year 1652. Inftead, therefore, of afcrib- 
ng this meafurc to the '* jdfpiring fpirit" of the people of 
Maflachufetts, the Dodor might juffly have faid, that the 
x>loniils being nearly deferted, at this time, by the rulers 
It home, on account of the civil wars, and the various forms 
rf government which afterwards followed, were obliged 
:o coin money from abfolute neceffity. The following ex-- 
iraft from the Memoirs of the late truly patriotic Thomas 
Mollis, will prove this to have been the principal, if not the 
)nly caufe, and confequently point out the miftake which 
Dr. Robertfon has inadvertently fallen into. 

^* Sir Thomas Temple, brother to Sir William Temple, 
-efided feveral years in New-England during the interreg- 
lum. After the reftoration, when he returned to Eng- 
and, the King fent for him, and difcourfed with him on 
:he ftate of aflfairs in the Maffachnfetts, and difcovered 
jreat warmth againft that colony. Among other things, 
le faid they had invaded his prerogative by coining money. 
Sir Thomas, who was a real friend to the colony, told his 
najefty, that the colonifts had but little acquaintance with 
aw, and that they thought it no crime to make money 
for their own ufe. In the courfe of the converlation, Sir 
Thomas took fome of the money out of his pocket, and 
prefented it to the king. On one fide, of the coin was a 
pine tree, of that kind which is thick and bufliy at the top, 
Charles alked what tree that was ? Sir Thomas informed 
lim it was the royal oak, which preferved his majefty's 
ife. This account of the matter brought the king into 
rood humour, and difpofed him to hear what Sir Thomas 
lad to fay in their favour, calling them a " parcel of hon- 
rfldogs." 

rHxe jocular turn which Sir Thomas gave to the ftory, 
ivas evidently calculated to amufe the monarch in his own 
Bvay, and had the defired effeft, in difoofing him to hear 
Dvith good huthour that juft defence of the colonies, which 
Sir Thomas was fo well qualified to make. We find he 
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pleaded, that the colonics thought it no crime te mtfce 
monev for their own ufe ; at a time too, when ^ conlii* 
£ons m the mother country prevented them from Ktei^ 
ing thofe occafional fupplies of coin, which we¥« at^febtelj 
lieceffary for common circulation. Such an uncQQmiOQ 
exigency required an uncommon es^pedient ; aild this will 
account for the proceedings of the people of Maflaehnfetta 
in a more rational manner, than Dr. Robertfon \a& done : 
for it is highly improbable that they ihould aQ^ire ^fter in-, 
dependence, at a time when their hiftorianareprefenttbem 
^ few in number, difcordant, and fcarcdy able to defend 
themfelves againft their lavage enemiest 

A writer of fuch diftinguilhed talents ta the hrtt Dr. 
Robertfon, will always enjoy the good opdmooi and confc 
dlence of his readers : his miftakea, there^re^ wiU be ef 
more confequence, and deferviltig of being amended* Tint 
our eloquent liiftorian is under a mmake, Uiourii, no 
doubt, an inadvertent one, in the prefent inftanoe, u next 
to certain ; nor will his candid readers be ctifpleafed with 
any rdpedful attempt to fet this miftake in a dear light* 
It may be added too, as fome kind of proof ig this ca&, 
that, during the late unhappy American w«r, nihen thfl 
whole tribe of hireling fcribblers and afpiring pridfa were, 
with " profligate induftry,'* ranfacking ewsyifirty comes 
to difcover and accumulate charges againft tne cblonifts^ in 
order to ftimulate the credulous John Biffl to bleed ftedy^ 
the coinage bufinefc was never, to the beft of my recoUcct 
tion, enumerated in the black catalogue of thdr l^gk 
(riinei^ and mifdemeanours/ 
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The Heads -0* lN<iiHRy, relative ^o the PRESENt 

STAYfe ANX) CONDITION OF HIS MaJESTT's COLONY OF 
CoN^EClrlCUT, SIONiriED BY HIS MaJESTY*S 6ECRB* 
f ART OF STATE, IN HIS LETTER OF THE 5TH JULY^ 

1773, witTH TH£ Answers, returkeb to his Ma- 

JSSTY'^ SECR.ETARY, OF STATE, BY THE GOVEJINOR 
AND C0Ml>ANY OF THE ENGLISH COLONY OF CoN- 
NECTTCTUT, OCTOBER^ ^774* 

L X 71 7 HAT is tie fituation of the colony imder your 
V V got<erninent, the nature of the country^ foil 
and climate, the latitudes and longitudes of the mo&<:on«* 
fiderable pkces in it ? Have thofe latitudes and longitudes 
been fettled by good obfervations, or only by commoa 
€omput4itioiiS9 and from whence are the longitudes com- 
puted i 

I. The fituation of the firft fettkd part of this -colony 
Is moftiy from forty-one to forty-two degrees of northerly 
htitude, and from feventy-two to ieventy-three degrees 
and forty-five minutes of weft longitude. The foil of this 
eolony Oyikig in the 5th and 6th north climate) is gene* 
tqdly fertile, in^rfperfed with mountainous and broken 
land, with fome Imall parts thin and barren : the country 
boahli^, -although fubje<^ to the extremes of heat and 
ixAd in their feafons, and to frequent fudden changes* 
5Vo -confidetable places and ports in the colony are. New- 
London^ latitude 41''. 25'. north, longitude 72°. 15^ weft. 
New-Haven, latitude 41''^ 18'. north, longitude 72°^ ^6^ 
fwdl ; fettled by good obfervatkms t the longitudes com- 
pttted from the royal obiervatory at Greenwich. 

IL What are the r4>uted boundaries ? And are any 
parts thereof difputed ? What parts, and by whom ? 

II. The boundaries are exprefled in our charter, viz. 
•* All that part of his Majefty*s dominions in New-Eng- 
*' land, in America, bounden on the eaft by Narraganjfet 
** river, commonly caUed Narraganfet bay, where the river 
•* falleth into the fea ; and on the north by the line of the 
•* Mal&diiifetts plantation ; and on the fouth by the fea ; 
^ and in longitude as the line of the Maflachufctts colony, 
^^ ronniiag fi^m ^4»ft to wdl, that k to iay, frcnn the £ud 

" Narraganfet 
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Narraganfet bay on the eaft, to the fouth fei oh the ^jedl 
part, with the iflands thereunto adjoining." 
A number of the inhabitants of this colony, called the 
Sufquehannahj and Delaware companies, in the year 1 754, 
for great and valuable confiderations, in money, paid and 
iatisfied to the Indians of the Six Nations, purchafed of 
them, as early as they, the aboriginal proprietors, were 
willing to grant and convey their title to a large trafl: of 
land, within the boundis and limits of this colony, iying 
weft of the river Delaware, and from thence fpreading 
over the eaft and weft branches of the Sufquehatinah river. 
Since fuch purchafes a great number of our inhalntants 
have made Settlements thereon. 

The general affembly of this colony have afferted their 
claim to thofe lands : and the inhabitants dwelling within 
the bounds of this colony, oh the weft fide of the Dela- 
ware river, are made and conflituted a diftinft town," with 
like powers and privileges as other towns in this colony 
by law have, within the follo\ving bounds, viz, bounded 
eaft by Delaware river, ;iorth by the north bound of the 
colony, weft by a north and fouth line acrols the colony 
at fifteen miles diftance weft from a place on the Sufque- 
hannah river called Wyoming, and fouth by the iouth lint 
of this colony j which town is called by the name of 
Weftmoreland, and is annexed to the county of Litchfield 
The proprietaries of Pennfylvania difpute the right of this 
colony to thofe lands ; they refufe to jcnn, to run, or to 
fettle the line between this colony and tliat province. 

ni. What is the fize and extent of the colony, the 
number of acres fuppofed to be contained therein ? What 
part thereof is cultivated and improved ? And under 
what titles do the inhabitants hold their poffeflion ? 

in. The fize and extent of the firft fettled part, is from 
the colony of Rhode-Ifland on the eaft, to the pro'dnce of 
New- York on the weft ; and from the Maflachufetcs on 
the north, to the fea on the fouth : two millions, fix hun- 
dred and forty thoufand acres, are fuppofed to be con^ 
tained therein. The proportion of arable, meadow, \nt 
ture, wood-land, and fuch as is mountainous and barrcD,* 
is unknown. The lands beyond the river Delaware, latdy 
purchafed from the Indian proprietors, are fUU le& Imowii. 

Tk 
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The. original title to the lands on which the colony was 
fifft fettled, was, at the time the Englifli came hither, in 
the Pequot nation of Indians, who were numerous and 
warlike ; their country extended from Narraganfet to 
Hudfon's river, ?ind over all Long-Ifland. Safacus, their 
great fagamore, had under him twenty-fix fachems : he 
injurioufly made war upon the Engliih ; he exerciJfed des- 
potic dominion over his fubje(9s j he, with all his fachems 
and people, were conquered, and made tributari^ to the 
English. The war being ended, confiderations and fettles 
ments were made with fuch fachems and people as remained, 
who came in, and received to their full contentment and fat- 
isfaclioh ; and have at all times lince been ufed and treated 
with juftice and humanity. No grants are made by the 
general affembly, before the Indian title is purchafed, agree* 
able to the right of pre-emption, granted by royal charter 
,to the governor ai^d company of this colony. Thus the 
greatoft part of this colony was purchlfed and obtained for 
great and valuable confiderations, and other parts thereof 
gained by conqueft, and with much difficulty, and at the 
only endeavours, expenfe and charges of perfons thereby 
intefefted in the plantation of Connefticut, in New-Eng- 
land, and their aSfociates. Thereupon, agreeable to our 
royal patent and grant, the title under which the inhabi- 
tants hold their poffeflion, is a grant and patent made by 
the general afiembly of the governor and company of thi^ 
colony to the refperave townihips, or to particular perfons, 
to them, their heirs, fucceffors and affigns forever, accord- 
ing to the moft free tenure of Eaft-Greenwich, in the 
county of Kent, in the realm of England. 

IV* What rivers are there, and of what Extent and con- 
venience in point of commerce ? 

IV. The principal rivers are, Connedicut, New-London, 
Stratford, Delaware, and Sufquehannah." The extent of 
the firft is through New-Hampfliire, MafTachufetts-Bay, and 
this colony ; navigable to Hartford ; the fecond to Nor- 
jwich ; the third to Derby, the northern parts of this is 
ufually called Oufatannock river : they are all of great 
convenience in point of commerce. 

. V. What are the principal harbours, how fituated, of 
Oo [/W. vii.] what 
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what extent, and what is the depth of water, and nafuri? 
of anchorage each ? 

V. The principal harbours are, New-London, and New- 
Haven : The former opens to the fouth ; from the Ugh t- 
Tioufe at the mouth of the harbour, to the town-, is aboiut 
three miles, the bi'eadth three-quarters of a mile, and m 
fome places more ; from five to fix fathoms water, a 
dear bottom, tough ooze, and as far up as one mile 
above the town entirely fecure and commodious for large 
fliips : The latter is fituate north and fouth ; half a mile 
wide at the entrance, from thence to the town f6ur miles ; 
having two fathom and one half at low water, and three 
fethom and four feet at common tides, and very good an- 
chorage^ 

VI, What is the conftitution of the government ? 

VI. The conftitution of the government, by royal char- 
ter, is a legiflative power vefted in the general affembly, 
which confifts of the governor, or in his abfence the depu- 
ty-governor, and twelve afliftants (called the upper houfe) ; 
and reprefentatives, not exceeding two from each town, 
chofen by the freemen of the refpeftive towns theyVepte- 
fent, (called the lower houfe.) 

No aft is valid without the joint concurrence of both 
houfes : they make laws, inftitute judicatories, appoint 
judges, and other neceflary officers, who are fworn to a 
faithful difcharge of their truft. A general affembly is 
holden, agreeable to royal charter, in May and Oftober, 
annually j and at other times when called by the gover- 
nor, or in his abfence the deputy-governor, on any emer- 
gency. 

VII. What is the trade of the province ? the number 
of fliipping belonging thereto, their tonnage, and number 
of feafaring men, with their refpeftive increafe or diminu- 
tion within ten years paft f 

VII. The principal trade of this colony is to the Weft- 
India iflands, excepting now and then a veffel to Ireland 
with flaxfeedj.and to England with lumber and pot-afties, 
and a few to Gibraltar and Barbary. The number of 
fliipping is one hundred and eighty ; their tonnage 
10,317 ; feafaring men 1162 ; befides upwards of twenty 
fail of coafting veffek, that employ about ninety feamen : 

The 
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The increafe fince the year 1762, in number of fliipping, 
76 ; their tonnage 6,790 ; feafering men 601. 

VIII. What quantity and forts of Britifli manufafturcs 
do the inhabitants annually take from hence ? What goods 
^nd . commodities are exported from thence to Great-Bri- 
tain, and what is the annual amount at average ? 

VIII. The quantity of Britifli manufadures the inhab-. 
itants do annually import hither from Gteat-Britain, are 
few ; but including thofe taken from the merchants of 
Bofton and New- York, upon a medium, from the beft ob- 
fcjrvation, is j^. 200,000 fterling, per annum. The forts arc 
almoft all that are ufeful or ornamental in common life. 
The goods and commodities exported- from hence to 
Great-Britain, are pot and pearl aQies, lumber, and feme 
felted provifions ; the annual amount at an average may 
be £^. 1 0,000 fterling. 

IX. What trade has the province under your govern- 
ment with any foreign plantations, or any part of Europe 
befides Great-Britain r How is that trade carried on ? What 
commodities do the people under your government fend 
to, or receive from foreign plantations ; and what is the 
annual amount at an average ? 

IX. A trade with the French and Dutch Weft-Indies, 
Gibraltar, and Barbary. Thofe yeffels that go from hence 
to the French and Dutch plantations, carry horfes, cattle, 
deep, hogs, provifions and lumber ; thofe for Gibraltar 
and Barbary, carry flour, lumber, New-England rum, and! 
ftores for muling ; they receive molafles, cocoa, cotton, 
and fome fugar ; from the Dutch plantations bills of ex- 
change ; and from Barbary, mules, fold in the Weft-Indies 
for bills of exchange : the annual amount is about 
,^.55,000, at an average. 

X. What methods are there ufed to prevent illegal 
trade ? and are the fame effeftual ? . 

X. A careful conformity of the cuftom-houfe oiEcers 
and all concerned, to their duty, which prove very ef- 
fedual. 

XI. What is the natural produce of the country, ftaple 
commodities, and manufafturcs ; and what value thereof 
in fterling money may you annually export ? 

XL Its natural produce is timber of all kinds, wheats 
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rye, indian-com, beans, barley, oats, ai^d flax : tilie ftajife 
commodities are the above prpduce, pork, beef, and pot 
and pearl afhes. 

The manufadhires are coarfe linens and woollens, done 
in the family-way, for the ufe of the poorer fort, labourers, 
and fcrvants ; alfo ironmongery, but export none. The 
value of our exported produce aiid commodities, may be 
annually ;^.2oo,ooo« 

Xn. What mines are there ? 

Xn. Copper mines in divers parts, yet after coniidera* 
ble expenfe and labour to Open them, have proved unprof- 
itable, and how are much neglefted.^ — ^Iron mines in great 
plenty in many places, manufa6hired to fbme advantage, 
but hitherto hot a fupply for our inhabitants. 

Xin, What is the number of inhabitants, whites and 
blacks ? 

Xin. On ian exaft cenfus, the number of inhabitants : 
whites 191,392 ; blacks 6,464. 

XIV. Are the inhabitants increafdd or decreafed with- 
in the laft ten years ? * How much, and for what reafon ? 

XIV. The inhabitants arc incteafed fince the year 1762, 
52,266 ; alfo within this tinle, there have been frequent 
and numerous emigrations from hence, to fettle on new 
Tinds in hii Majefty's Other colonies in America ; which, 
under the Divine Behediftion, we attribute to induftrious, 
temperate life, and early marriage. 

XV. What is the number of the militi^ and under 
what regulations is it conftituted ? 

XV. The number on the militia rolls is 26,260. ft ia 
c6iiflituted under the regulations provided in " An aft 
** for forming and regulating the militia ; and for the en- 
** couragement of military fkill, for the better defence of 
^^ this colony.*' All male perfohs from fixteen years of 
age to forty.five, to bear arms, excepting civil and ecdcfi- 
iftical officers, an(i others therein mentioned : the train- 
bands in each town, to attend four days in a year, for in- 
ftruftion in military difcipline. There are eighteen regi- 
biehts, with a troop of horfe to eia^h, and to fome two 
troo^ ; each regiihent to attend regimental exercifes once 
in four years. The militia fpend their own time ; the fol- 
dfehs axid aU houMolders pitovide themfdves with arms, 
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&C. '¥biks and'pensdtles are impoTed for every negle& aitd 
dekdu It is ho otlicrwifc of any expenfb to the colony, , 

XVI. What fbrts and places of defence are there with* ^ 
in ybnr government ; and in what condition ? 

XVI. A iinall battery at NewrLondon, confifiing of 
Hijie guns, built ind fupportcd at the cdony'S e^enfibt 
ivhich is finalL 

XVII. What number of Indians have you ; and h6w 
are they inclined ? 

XVIL Thjcre is thirteen hundred and fixty-three ; iha- 
ny of them dwell in EngHih families, the reft in £aiall tribes 
in various places : they are in peace^^good order, ind in* 
clined to idlenefs. 

XVIU. What. is the ftrength of the neighbouring In* 
dians ? * 

X VIIL No Indians are in the neighbourhood of the firft 
fettled part of this Colony ; the Six Nations border on the 
lands lying weft of Ddaware. 

XIX. 'What is the revenue ariiing within your govern- 
ment ; and how is it appropriated and applied ? 

XIX. It arifes from a tax on polls and rateable e&site^ 
near to fix thoufs^nd pounds fierling : Somewhat more 
than one third part is appropriated to the fupport of fchools 
in the feveral towns, for education of children and youth s 
The refidue is applied for the fupport of government. . 

XX. What are the ordinary and extraordinary expend 
fes of your government ? 

XX. The ordinary annual expenfes are near four thou- 
fand pounds fterling, exdufive of the ichods ; there hath 
bden no extraordmaiy esgpenfes ■ ifincc the laft war ; thcf 
burden of that is felt to this day. 

XXI. What are the eftablifhments^ dvil and military, 
within your government ; and by what authority do the 
oflicers hold their places ? What is the annual -value of 
each office, civil and military ? How are they refpeftivdy 
appointed, and who are the prefent poffcffors ? 

]SXI. The civil officers of the colony, are ; the govern- 
or, deputy-governor, and twelve affiftants, annually chofen 
in May, by the freemen of the colony, and take their feve- 
ral and ref][>eftive corporal oaths, according to our royal 
chatrter : at the -fame time is chofen and fwH>rn according 

to. 



i^S . Queries and jinfive^ij Ssfc^-. 

to law, a treafurer, and fecretary. By law are cflabfiihed; 
one fuperior court, whereof is one chief judge, and four 
other judges ; which court is held in each county twice in 
a year : an inferior or county court in each county, where- 
of is one judge, and two or more juftices of the quorum : 
courts of probates in eighteen diftrifts, whereof is one judge 
in each diftricl : juftices of the peace for each county, 
whereof there is one or riiore in each town : one IherifiF, 
and one King's attorney in each county. 

The military officers eftabliflied by law, arc ; the gover- 
nor for the time being, is captain-general and commander 
in chief of and over all the military forces within this colo- 
ny ; the deputy-governor for the time being, is lieutenant- 
general of the fame : one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel 
and one major of each regiment : one captain of each train- 
band, and troop of horfe, with fubaltern officers. 

All officers, civil and military, hold their place by com- 
miffion from the governor. 

The governor's falary is JC*3oo lawful money, per ann. 

The deputy-governor's is ^ ,100, 

The treafurer 's is ;C*i8o. 

The fecretary's is £*^^9 "^^^^ certain perquifites. 

Other civil officers are rewarded for their fervices ac- 
cording to the time they attend the fame. 

All officers, bbth civil and mihtary, arc appointed by 
the governor, council, and reprefentatives, in general 
court affembled. . 

The civil officers are appointed annually in May ; the 
military officers from time to time as vacancies happen. 

The names of the prefent civil officers, arc as foUows, 
viz. 

Jonathan Trumbull, Governor, 
Matthew Griswold, Deputy-Governor. 

Affiftants. 

Jabez Hamlin, Abraham Davenport, 

Shubael Conant, William-Samuel Johnfon, 

Eliflia Shelden, Jofeph Spencer, 

Eliphalet Dyer, Oliver Wolcott, 

Jabez Huntington, William Pitkin, 

Roger Sherman, James-Abraham Hillhoufc, 
r. John 



I 
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John Lawrence, Treafiirer> 
George WyHys, Secretary* 

The Superior Court. 

Mathew Grifwold, Chief Judge. 
Eliphalet Dyet, 

Roger Sherman, . i t,,^;*^^ 
wliam Pitkin, • > ^^^^ 
Samuel * Huntington, 

Colony o? Connecticut. 

jit a General AJfemhly of the Governor and Company of the CoU 
any of Conneilicut^ holden at 'New-Haven^ on the fecond 
ThurfdayofO&ober^iyjj^* 

RESOLVED by this Affembly, that his Honour the 
Governor be, and he is hereby defired to caufe fix 
hundred copies of the queries from the Secretary ofState^ 
dated 5th July, 1773, and the anfwers thereto, prepared by 
his Honour, and laid before this Affembly, to be printed, 
and caufe the fame to be diftributed to the feveral towns ill 
this colony, in proportion ta their lift of eftates. 

George Wyllys, Sec*y- 



Some Account of the severe Drought, in 1749, 
FROM A MS. OF Mr.' James Blake, of Dorchester. 

*' npHIS fummer was the fevereft drought in this coun- 
X try that has ever been known in the memory of 
the oldeft perfons among us. It was a dry fpriiig j and 
by the latter end of May the grafs was burnt up, fo that 
the ground looked white : arid it was the 6th day of July, 
before any rain (to fpeak of) came. The earth was dried 
like powder to a great depth ; and many wells, fprings, 
.brooks, and fmall rivers were dried up, that were never 
known to fail before : and the fifli in fome of the riverg 
died. The jJaftures were fo fcorched, that there was noth- 
ing green to be feen ; and the cattle waxed poor, and by 
their lowing (eemed to icafl upon their owners for relief, 

who 



who could not help themi Alt;ho«gh. tfe dtjr, ^rafs vm 
eaten fo clofe, that there were but a few thin fp^rcs to be 
feen, yet feveral paftures took fire, and burnt fiercely. 
My pailure took fire rrcar the bar A^ by a boy's dropping a 
coal as he was qmyiog fire to the wator-fide ^ sipd though 
there feemed to Tdc fo little grafs, yet wh^t thcw was, by 
the ground's being fo dxy, bka^ ai^c^ J^l^^^ like gun- 
powder, and r'unvcry faft along th& groiainc)^ and in one 
place burnt fome fence : and we were forced to work 
hard to keep it from the bairn^ and to extinguifh it ; hav- 
ing the help of fundry men that happened to be here. It 
fbread ovet about half an acre of grdtmd before we could 
ftop it ; and where there were lumps of cow-dang, it 
would bum till the whole lump was confumed^ and burn 
a hole in the ground ; and we were obliged to ufe much 
water to queuch it. 

" There was a great fcarcity of hay, being but a very 
little cut of the firft crop ; and falt-marih failed nearly as 
much as the Engliih meadow. Engliih hay was then fold 
fo^ iC'3 2^d jC*3"Jo, old tenor, per hutdred. Barley and 
pats were fo pinched, that many had not much more than 
their feed again \, and many cut down their grain, before 
it was ripe, for fodder. Flax almoft wholly f^ed, as aftb 
garden herbs of all forts ; and the Indian corn roHed up 
and wilted* And there was a melancholy profp^flt of the 
greateft dearth that ever was known in tms land. 

" In the time of our fears and diftrefs,^ the government 
ordered a day of public failing and praya: : and God wa^ 
gracioufly pleafed to hear and anfwer our petitions in a 
very reinarkable manner : for, about the 6th of July, the 
courfe of the weather altered, and there came fudi feafon- 
a,ble and plentiful rains, as quite changed the fkce of the 
earth ; and that grafs which we generally concluded wa5 
wholly dead, and could not come, again under fevent 
years, was revived, and there was a good fecond crop d 
mowing, it looking more like the fpring than the latter 
part of the year : and the Indian corn recovered, and there 
was a very good harveft. 

" And whereas it was thought, in the fall of the year, 
that a multitude of cattle muft die for want of food^ iiifi> 
much that they lent and jfetchedhsy front Epdand ; yei 

God 
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God in his providence ordered us a moderate winter, and- 
we were carried conofortably through it, and I did not 
hear of many, if any, cattle that died. But by reafon of fo 
many cattle having been killed off laft fall, beef, mutton, 
and butter are now, in May, 1750, very dear. Butter is- 
yf& old tenor pr. lb. 

^^ Upon the coming of the rains, and renewing of the 
earth, laft fall, the government appointed a day of public, 
thankfdivingtf 

" ['fliis fummer, June i8th was faid to be the hotteft- 
day that was ever known in the northerly part of 
America.]" 



Grand Jury's Bill against Mary Osgood. 

Province of the Majfashufetts-Bay^ 7 Anno R. Esf Regina Gu^ 
in New England. EJfeXy Jf. 3 lielnu et Maria An* 

glicej ^c. Quarto. 

Annoq. Domini 1692. 

THE jurors for our fovereign lord and lady, the King 
and Queen, prefent, that Mary Ofgood, wife of Capt. 
John Ofgood, of Andover, in the county of Effex, about 
eleven years ago, in the town of Andover afolrefaid, wick- 
edly, malidoufly, and felonioufly, a covenant with the 
DevU did make, and figned the Devil's Book, and took 
the Devil to be her God, and confented to ferve and wor- 
fliip him, and was baptized by the Devil, and renounced 
her former Chriftian baptifm, and promifed to be the 
Devil's, both body and foul forever, and to ferve him ; by 
which diabolical covenant, by her made with the Devil, 
flic the faid Mary Ofgood is become a deteftable Witch, 
againft the peace of our fovereign lord and lady, the King 
and Queen, their crown and dignity, and the laws in that 
cafe made and provided. 

Billa vera. Robbrt Page, Foreman. 
Ponitfe. Non cul i-^found. 

m 

' H H , IFol. vii.;! 
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BiobitAf^rficAL fJoi'iCE ot fftE Rev. Jamei4 SbviS', 

ilRSt MriTISTER OF NeWBURY; 

Rft VER£HJ) JXi^iEs ^oYEs was born iti Engfeftd, at 
Choulderton, in Wiltfliire, in the y^ ifoS. Ifii^ 
6ther was ^ miniffeif' of that town : His mother a fitter of 
the R^v. Robert I^rker, 

He had his education, chiefly, under Mr. lioinas Par- 
ker, the fon 6f Roberta B;^ him he was invited from 
Brazeii-nol^e college, in Oxford, to aflift in the care and 
charge of the public fchool at Newbury ; and whidi they 
kept together until they came into New-England^ in 1634. 

Soon afterwards they began a fettlcment, to which they 

Pave tli« mtitiie of NewTrWy ; gathered a: diurci, itHd, Mr, 
arker became the paftor, and Mr.- Noyes the teacher. In 
this ftktion, Mr. Noyes continued for fomethihg tfic«'C &!Sx\: 
twenty years. 

His fickne^ was long Jnd tedious, which he bore with 
patience, and even cheerfulnefs, and died Oftober asd, 
1 656, in the 48th year of his age* He left fix fons and two 
chughtcrs, "all of whom lived to be married. Two of Ms 
fohs, James and Mofes, were educated at Hacrvaortd cdfege ; 
commenced in 1659, and were fettled in the l UHi lCliy m 
Gonnec^ficut. 

Jaitiies was paftor of a chxrrch in Stonington, and died 
December 30th, in the yeaf 17 19, in the Sift year of hte 
age, and 56th of his miniftry. 

Mofes was paftor of a church in Lyme. He died Nov. 
loth, 1729, in the 86th year of his age, after hacving relid- 
ed with his people 60 years. 



A Description and Historical Account of rnz 

Isles of Shoals. 

Situation.] TT^^^f are ./;?)&/ Iflands in the ckf- 

-^ X ter that bears this name, cotnpacay 
fituated, viz. Hog Ifland, of about 350 acres ;' Star Hlan^ 
of about 150 acres ; Halefs^ or Smutty-Nofe Ifland, of about 
1 00 acres* Thefe are the principal, and the only ones that 
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afe Ixabitahle. The others are Cedar ^ White^ Londonners^s^ 
Malaga^ and Duclk IJlands ; the iargeft of which coptaii^ 
about eight acres, the fmalleft one acre. They lie nine 
jniles S. E, of Pprtfinouth light-houfe, (N. H.) and 2 1 N. E. 
of tihe light-'houfes at Newburyport. N. Lat. 42°. 59^. W. 
Long, from London, 70*". 3c/. Tiie line, which dividLes 
New-Hampfhire from IVJaine, paffes between thefe iflinds, 
tejiVing Hatefsj tfog^ Duck^ Cedar and Maiaga ille§, on the 
N. E. iiji Maine ; and the others on the S. W. i;i New- 
Hfimpfliire.* Some have enteitained the idea, that th^ 
iflands, at fome former period, joined to fome of the points 
or bluffs, that projeft fropi the main, near Hampton, I3ie 
Rev. Mr, Tuck 'was pf this opinion .f 

Discovery.] Thefe iflands were difcovered by the cd- 
.fbrated Capt. John Smith, in 1614, and by him naxqied 
Smithes Ifles. For reafons unknown to the writer, they 
Shortly after obtained their prefent name. The deed given 
by the Indian fagamores to John Wheelrirfit and others, 
in 1629, includes " the Ifles of Shoals^ fo caned by the Eng* 

Harbour.] The only fecure harbour in thefe iflan^ 
is Haley's, which opens to the S. W. having Haley's iflan^ 
S. E. Malaga N. W. a wall, built by M^r. Haley, between 
o and 80 paces in length, jpn the N. fl. This little, .W(^ 
idtered harbour is orgreat importance, not only to the 
fifliermen of thefe iflands, but to merchant veffels comini 
C|n this coaft^ who, not infrequently, have been obliged t 
jpjit into the Shoals, in diftrefs. Many lives and much 
property have been faved by means of this harbour, and the 
timely and humame exertions of thefe hardy iflanders. 
The wall, which fecures this harbour, is ijn a ftate of decay. 
Tlie enterprifing proprietor is unable to majce the necefiary 
jepairs. The fecurity and enlargement of this harbour is 
an 

* In Governor Wcntworth's commlffion of 1 764, the boundaries qf 
New-Hampfliire are defcribed in part as follows : " And by a dividing y 
line, parting the I/let of Shoals y and running through the middle of the 
•harbour between die faid iflands to the fea, on the fouth-eafterly fide, 
the fouth-wefterly part of faid Iflands, to be accounted part of our pro- 
-vince of l^w-Hampfliire." The above line meets tjbe foutii }inc of 
:New-Hanqp(hirc, at a point a few miles eaftward of the Sho^. 

f MS. Letter pf Judge Sewall to the author. 

:|: See Belknap^s Hiftory^ vol. I. Ap. p. 2. 
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an objeft which deferves the attention of the public. Thefe 
iflands are conveniently fituated for the fmuggling trade ; 
and unlefs fome meafures be taken by the government of 
the United States, to prevent it, by eftablifhing a free port 
here, or making it a place of ftrength, it may be uff4 for 
that purpofe.t 

Face of the Islands, Sec,] Thefe iHandshave a drea- 
ry and inhofpitable appearance, and but for their advanta- 
geous fituation for carrying on the fineries, would proba^ 
bly never have been inhabited. They are a bed of rocks, 
ramng their disjointed heads above the water. The great- 
er part of their furface is covered with a thin foil, yidding 
grais fiiflSbcient to fupport, during the fummer and autumn, 
twenty or thirty cows, and about 1 50 Iheep. The (heep 
.raifed here are ufually killed before winter. Nearly hatf 
the fward, on Star Ifland, has, within a few years, been cut 
up by th^ necefllitous inhabitants, dried and burnt, inftead 
or more folid fuel. 

Upon all the iflands there are chafins in the rodcs, feve- 
.ral yards widey and from one to ten deep, occafioned, if wc 
m^y judge from appearances, by fome violent earthquake* 
In fome places, acres of rock are broken off from the reft of 
the if^nd ; and through the cracks or guts, the water, at 
high tides and in ftorms, ruflies in torrents. The moft 
remarkable of thefe chafins is on the S. E. point of Star 
ifland, in which is a place, where, tradition fays, one Betfy 
Moody fecreted herfelf when the Indians vifited the ifian(^ 
and carried off many female captives, and thence called, to 
this day, " Betty I\doody*s hole.*' Others fay flie was drown- 
ed here. 

CUmate.] The worthy Mr, Tuck ufed to fay, that, 
in the winter feafon, the weather at the Shoals was " a 
thin under waiftcoat warmer, than in the fame paraUel of 
. latitude on the main." About a century ago, the ice ex- 
tended from Star to Hog ifland. In January, 1 697,'the men 
.were obliged to cut the ice, in order to get their fhallops 

into 

■ ■" i . ■- . - -- 

f In 1766, the town of Gofport (Star Ifland) ,voted to petition the 
General Court of New-Hampfhire for a lottery to build a pier in the 
cove before the town.* What became of this petition is not known. 
A pier was afterwards begun^- but never finifhed. It is a worl; much 
wanted in that place. ♦ Town Records. , . 
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into the cove.* As will eaiily be fuppofed, the weather is 
very bleak here in winter, but it is delightfully cool and 
falubrious in fummer, and at all feafons very healthfiiL 
Amidil all the expofures neceflary to their occupation, the 
inhabitants have feldom need of a phyfidan ; and no one 
of this profeffion has lived on the ifland for more than 
twenty years.f The inhabitants are not remarkable for 
longevity. A confiderable number perifli at fea. *' In 
1632, a fifliing Ihallop.at the Ifle of Shoals was overfet.'*{ 
Many boats and men were deftroyed by a violent N. £• 
ftorm in February, 1695 5 ^^^ ^^ Y^^^ following, fix or 
feven boats were taken by the French. § In the winter of 
1 801, a fifliing fchooner, with all her hands, was lofi: in 
the fame way. Such accidents have very frequently hap- 
pened to the inhabitants of thefe ifles ; but we have not 
dates or particulars of thefe events. 

Productions.] Thefe iflands lie in common, except a 
few fmall indofures for gardens and mowing ground ; the 
former yielding to their proprietors a fcanty fupply of 
roots, and other garden ftuflF for fummer ; the latter from 
about three to fix tons of hay.|| A few willows and lom- 
bardy poplars, planted by the inhabitants, are the only 
trees on thefe illands. Whortle-berries, choak-plums, and 
a few cranberries, are found on Hog and Haley's ifles. 

Water.] There are no frefh-water flireams on thefe 
iflands, and but one perennial fpring, which is on Hog ifl- 
and.^ The wells, which are rare, are none of them more 
than twdve feet deep, generally lefs. The douds fiirnilh 

■ the 

* Kellcy's Journal MS.. 

f . The phyficians of Portfmouth have ufually attended the iick on 
thefe ifles. 

J Winthrop's Journal, p. 37. 
§ Kdley's Journal. 

(I A woman, by the name of Pujltyi died on Star ifland about the 
year 1 795, nearly 90 years old. In her life time ihe kept two cows. 
The hay^ on which they fed in winter, flie ufed to cut in fummer, 
amot^g the rocks, with a knife ^ with her own hands. She ufually cot 
ledted in this way about half a ton. Her cows, it was remarked, were 
always in excellent order. They were taken from her, and paid for, by 
the Britifli, about the year 1775, ^^^ killed, to the no fmall grief of the 

food old woman. The bedP was pronounced to be of the very 'bd| , 
ind. * 

f See t^ie petition of Cotts, &c. under another head. 
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the inhabitants with the greater part of their water igpr 
4omefHc ufes. 

Fort.] On the weft point of Star ifland, on an e^oi- 
pence, axe the ruins of a fin^ fort, which y^j d^endejd 
Ibrmeriy by ^ine cannon, four-ponxujeps. This fort was 
^diiinantled at tlic commencement ojF the latte )var, and 
(the cannon carried to Newburyport. 

Population.] For more than > century previous to 
ithc iimerican revolutionary war, thefe iflands, conficfering 
tlicir fizc and fituation, were populous, containing froip 
three to fix hundred fculs. On Hog ifland, which i3 now 
without an inhabitant, there were between twjenty and 
tliirty families, who, in general, were good livers. In fo 
profperous a flate were tliefe iflands formerly, that gentle- 
naen, from fome of the principal to,wn3 op th^ fca cpaft, 
fent their fons here for literary infla:n<Stion. They had a 
court-houfe on Haley's ifland ; a naeeting-houfe, £rfl: on 
Hog ifland, and afterwards on Star ifland. This ifland, 
Auidjer the jurifdidion of New-Ham^yre, was ereded in- 
to a town, by the name of Gofport^ jjit fojne former peri- 
•od called Appkdore\ whicli was organised with the projper 
^officers, and itsjpoHtical concerns managed with great 
propriety. But it wa3 found that X^e, iflands ^qjrd^iji 
fuftenance, and recruits, to the ^wmy, jearly in tfte w»r ; 
in confequence, the inhabitants were ordijred to quit the 
_iftands. In obedience to government^ the greater part of 
ithe people difperied into the feaport towns slong the coaft, 
^nd mofl: of them nev^r aft£;r i:eturne4. About twenty 
iamilies removed to Old- York, where their defcendants 
txow irvc. The few who remained, i&nir ^r Sve families 
;c?:Gepted^ have been a mifer^ble iet ^ beings, ^xtrjcmely 
poor, dirty, and wicked. In the autumn of i Sop, there 
were but eighteen families on aH theife iflands, ifteen on 
Star, and three on Haley's ifland, containing in aU 112 
ibuls. Thefe iflands, beinff probably the beft fituation for 
parrying on the fifiieries in America, if the patronage of 
government could be extended to them, and a few men 
£)f icjq>kal, induilry and integrity were to eftablifli tbem- 
felyes here, might furnifli employment, fupport, and even 

afflu^ice, 

f In 1728, Gofport paid into the treafury of New-HampQuxe 

^. 1 6-00-4, as JifiT prapprtioji cf a jtjw of jf^xopo. 
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atfflfuence, ta (foa, ot even 1 060 people ; and be stfi esrel- 
lent nurfery for feamen to man our infant navy. 

PRESIEI^T STATE OF THESE f SLAKDS.]} kt the dofe^ o£ 

the year 1800, thefe were, on Hale/s ifland, three (Jfifceflt 
dwemng-honfes, occupied by Mr. Haley, an ing^nioiis andf 
rcr^6tabJe old gentleman, of feventy-ft^ and his twcf 
fons, with their femiBes. In thefe three families werS' 
twenty fouls. Mr. ttdey has expended a handfome for- 
tune in eredlihg the expenfive wall before mentioned, 
wharves, and other ufeful works. Among thefe are st 
wind-miH, rope-walk, 270 feet long, fait-works, erefted 
before the war, a bake-houfe, brewery, diftillety, built iii 
^783, and a blackfmith's and cooper's mop. Thefe works,- 
in confequence of the unpfofperous ftatei of thefe iflafidS^ 
ate all going to deciy. 

On Star illa^d, are eleven dwelling-botifes, if they may 
be fo called. Four excepted, they appear to be, (if all *• 
bokJes of human beings, the moft loathfome. In tlie fatf 
of 1 800, by the hand of charity, they XQ,c^\tA. fome flight 
repairs. Interfperfed amofifg thefe, are ten other buildingsr 
for curing and ftoring fifli. 

PiSHEkiEs.3 Before the War, when the iflands ^trt itt. 
a flourifliing ftate, there were annually caught hefe, and 
cured for the market, from thhe to four 'thoufand quintab 
of fifh. At that time, feven or eight fchooners, befides 
boats, were employed in this bufinefi ; and fome ufed tcr 
extend their filhing voyages to the banks of Newfound- 
land.. 

About the year 1730, and afterwards, the fiflieries oxt 
thefe iflands increafed to that degree, that three or fouf 
fhips ufed to load here, annually, with winter and fpringf 
merchantable fifli, for Bilboa, in Spain, and fmaller v^^ 
for other places. Befides, a large quantity of cod and 
fcale fifli were carried to Portfmouth, for the Weft-Indlac 
market.* 

The ufual drink of the fifliermen, at that peiridd, WaS if 

liquor Which they called bounce^ compofe'd of t^^o thirc^ 

Jpruce beer and one third wine. But, in a courfe of jrearSj; 

they graduafl]^ left off the ufe of this wholefoiAe drinks 

ahd rabftituted in its place, ardent fpirits, which has heeni 

a principal 

Till JR 'Aik\ y .Ml 



* MS. letter from C* Chaoncey, Elq. 
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a principal mean of the lamentable degeneracy oi thefe 

people-t 

Whale-boats, only, are now employed in this filhery. 
In the autumn of 1800, 13 boats, 10 owned on Star, and 
three on Haley's ifland, belonged to thefe iflanders. From 
a fliouiand to fifteen hundred quintals of fifti are caught 
here annually ; from 100 to 250 quintals of which are what 
is called winter or dumb fijh. In the winter and /pring of 
1800, when bait was plenty, and the feafon favourabie, 
about 300 quintals of winter fifli were taken ; in 1788, 
when bait was fcarce, and the feafon bad, only thirty-five 
quintals were caught. 

The winter or dumb fifli are thought, by the fifhermen, 
to be a " fiirer, larger, and thicker fim," than thofe caught 
in the fame places m fummer. This difference may pro- 
bably be fatisfaftorily accounted for, from the difference 
in the feafon of the year. The winter and fummer filh 
are doubtlefs of the fame fpecies. They are cured alfo in 
the fame manner, except that the former, on account of 
the coldnefs of the weather, require lefe fait. The trouble 
of taking and curing the winter fifli is much greater than 
of the fummer, becaufe the days are fliorter, and the fea- 
fon unfavourable for drying them. The hardfhips endur- 
ed in taking the wnter fifli are inconceivable hj all but 
eye witneffes. In fummer, the fifliing is carried on chiefly 
in 'the night. 

The following is the procefe of making the fifh. 

The fifli, in the firft place, are thrown from the boats 
in piles on the fhore. The cutter then takes them and cuts 
their throats, and rips open their bellies. In this ftate he 
hands them to the header^ who takes out the entrails, (de- 
taching the livers, which are preferved for the fake of the 
oil they contain) and breaks off their heads. The fplitter 
then takes out the back-bone, and fplits them completely 
open, and hands them to the falter^ who falts and pfles 
them in bulk, where they lie from ten to twenty hours, 
as is mofl convenient. The fhoremen and the women 
then wafh and fpread them on the flakes. Here they re- 
main three or four weeks, according to the weather ; dur- 
ing which time they are often turned, piled in faggots, 

and 

t MS. letter from C. Chauncey, £fq. 
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and then fpread again, till they are completely cured for 
the market. 

The winter or dumb fifh lie from ten to fourteen days 
in fait, and are very carefully dried, and fecurcd in bad 
weather. The feafon for catdiing and curing thefe fifh is 
from February to May, as the weather will allow. 

The haddock and hake (there is a great refemblance 
between thefe fiflies) are caught in fummer and fall, dur- 
ing the night. They lie in pickle from twelve to thirty- 
fix hours, and then are dry falted ; after which they are 
Ipread upon the flakes ; and in good weather, their cure 
is completed in a week. 

The fifli of all kinds, made on thefe iflands, have the 
preference in market, and command a higher price. The 
dumb filh is confumed chiefly in New-England, and is con- 
fidered, by connoifleurs in fifli, the b^ft in the world. Its 
price is from fix to ten dollars a quintal. 

The hake is fliipped to the Weft-Indies, to Spain, &c. 
The price at the Shoals is commonly about two dollars a 
quintal. The foring fifli, which is next in quality to the 
dumb fifli, is umaUy fent to Madeira. The fummer cod- 
fifli, called Jamaica fifli, which goes to the Weft-Indies, is 
about three dollars a quintal. 

From the year 1754, to 177I) it appears from the re- x 
cords, that the falary of the Rev. Mr. Tucke was paid him 
in merchantable winter fifli, a quintal a man. There were, 
from eighty to a hundred men then on thefe iflands ; and 
a quintal of fifli was eftimated at a guinea. His falary 
was confidered, in his fituation, as one of the moft valu- 
able, at that time, in New-England. 

Miscellanies, historical and humorous.] Mr. 
William Pepperell^ and a Mr. Gibbons^ from Topfliam, in the 
weft df England, two refpeftable gentlemen, were among 
the firft fettlers at the Shoals. For a year or two they car- 
ried on the fiflieries in this place. They foon found it too 
limited for their views, and concluded to remove to fome 
part of the main. To determine them whither they fliould 
go, they fet up each a flick, and left them to faU as Provi- . 
dence fliould direft. Pepperell's fell N. W. Gibbons'^ feU to- 
wards the N. E. Each purfued, with enthufiafm, the 
courfe his ftick pointed him ; and the former eftabliflied 
1 1 IFol.vW.'} himfelf 
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himfelf at the mouth of Pifcataway river ; the latter is faid 
to have obtained a grant of the trad, finpe called the Waldo 
PatenU* 

The fpBowinff curious petition, &c. with the annexed 
remarks, were handed to the writer of the foregoing, by 
the Hon. David Sewall, Efq. ofTork* 

*' The humble petition cf Richard Cutt and - Cuttings fhew" 
eth, That yohn Renolds^ contrary to an aft in court, that no 
nvomenjhall live upon the IJle ofShoals^ hath brought his wife 
thither, with an intention there to live and abide ; and 
hath alfo brought upon Hog Ifland, a great ftock of goat8 
and hogs, which dothgnot only fpoile and dcftroy much fifti, 
to the great damage of fever al others, and like wife many 
of your petitioners ; but alfo doth fpoile the firing of water 
that is on that ifland, by making it unfit or lerviceable for 
any manner of ufe, which is the only relief andfuflenance of all 
the refi of the ijlandu Your petitioners, therefore, pray that 
the faid Ren olds may be ordered to remove his faid goats 
and fwine from the iflands forthwith. Alfo that the ad: of 
court, before mentioned, may be put in execution, to the 
removal of all women from inhabiting there ; and your peti- 
tioners mall pray, &c/* 

Order of Court on the above. 
*' Whereas, by the abovementioned requeft, the general 
complaint of the chief of the fifhermen, and others, of the 
Ifle of Shoals, that it is a great annoyance and prejudice 
for Mr, John Renolds to keep his fwine and goats at the 
Ifle of Shoals ; it is by mutual confent of this court order- 
ed, that Mr. Renolds fliall, within twenty days, remove 
his fwine and goats, that he hath at Hog Ifland, froin 
thence, or any of thofe iflands, that are inhabited with fifli- 
ermen. And as for the removal of his wife^ it is thought fit, 
if no further complaint come againfl: htv^fhe may as yet en- 
joy the company of her hufband. Dated the 20th of 6ft. 1647.'' 

Why a refolve or ordinance fhould have been made to 
prevent the refidence of women at the Shoals, is left to con- 
jefture. That there was, in fad, fuch. a refolve, (although 
It is not to be found on record,) feems to hz recognized 
by the court, in their order on Cutt and Cutting's petition 
* MS. letter from C. Chauncey, Efq. againfl 
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againft Renolds. Perhaps fome women of loofe morals had 
occafionally gone thither, and difturbed the inhabitants j 
a reprefentation of which to the legiflature (who, concerned 
for the morals of the people, appear to have exercifed fome 
extraordinary powers on certain occafions) may have in* 
duced them to pais fuch a refolve. On the records oF 
Maine, is a precept from the court to a conftable of Saco. 
to forbid a certain man, who was reported to be a married 
man, and to have left his wife in England, from paying his 
addreflcs to a widow woman, or even to go into her com* 
pany ; and upon his periifting, after fuch notice, to carry 
nim before a m'agiftrate, to give bonds to comply with the 
order. * 

While Mr, Brock refidcd at the Shoals, he perfuaded the 
people to enter into an agreement^ that, belides the Lord'«* 
day, they would fpend one day in every month together^ 
in the worfliip of God. On a certain day, which, by thdir 
agreement, was to be devoted to the exercifes of rdigionj, 
the fifhcrmen came to Mr. Brock, and requefted that they 
might put by their meeting that day, and go a fifliing, be- 
caufe they had loft n:iany days by the foulnefs of the Wea* 
ther. Hei pointed out to them the impropriety of their 
requeft, and endeavoured to convince them that it would 
be far better for them to ftay at home and worftiip God, 
according to their agreement, than to go a fifhing. Not* 
withftanding his remonftrances, however, five only con- 
fented to ftay at homei and thirty determined to go. Up* 
on this, Mr. Brock addreffed them thus : " As for you, 
" who are determined to negleft your duty to God, and 
" go a fifliing, I fay unto yoUy catch Jijh if you can. But as for 
^^ you, who will tarry and worflup the Lord Jefus Chrift| 

I will pray unto him for you, that you may catch flfb till 
you are weary. ^^ Accordingly the thirty who went from the 
meeting, with aU their ikSl, caught, through the whole 
day, hwtfour fifties ; while xiatfive^ who tarried and atten- 
ded divine fervice, afterwards went out and caught five 
hundred* 

" A fiflierman, who had with his boat been very help- 

_^ m 

*^This (lory- is related from Mather's Magnalia, as ** credibly atteft- 
ed/' by the ReVit Mr. Fitchy of Portfrnouth, in a fermon preached at 
the ordination of die Rev. Mr. Tuckc, JfUly »6, 1732. 
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fill to carry people over a* river for the worfliip of God, 
on the Lord*s-day, in the Ifles of Shoals, loft his boat in a 
ftorm. The poor man lamented his lofs to Mr. Brock, 
who told him, " Go home, honeft man, I will mention the 
matter to the Lord ; you will have your boat againft to- 
morrow." Mr. B. now confidering of what confequence 
this matter, that feemed fo fmall btherwife, might be a- 
mong the untraftable fifliermen, made the hoax an article 
of his prayers ; and behold, on the morrow, the poor 
man came to him rejoicing that his boat was found ; the 
anchor of another veflel, that was undefignedly cs^ft upon 
it, having ftrangely brought it up, from the unknown 
bottom, where it had been funk.*' * 

During the miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Moody at the 
Shoals, one of the fifhing fliallops, with all hands on 
board, was loft in a N. E. ftorm in Ipfwich bay. Mr. 
Moody, anxious to improve this melanchoUy event, for 
the awakening of thofe of his hearers, who Vsrere expofed 
to the like difafter, addreffed them in the following lan- 
guage, adapted to their occupation and underftan<5ng : 
•^ Suppofing, my brethren, any of you fliould be taken 
fhort in the bay, in a N. E. ftorm,! your hearts trembling 
wdth fear, and nothing but death before you, whither 
would your thoughts turn ? what would you do ?** — 
" What would I do,*'^ replied one of thefe hardy foiis of 
Neptune, " why I fliould immediately hoift the forefail 
and feud away for Squam.'* J 

At a time when the famous Low and other pirates in- 
fefted the American coaft, they proved very trbublefome 
to the fifliermen at the Shoals, though they could obtain 
but little booty from them. One of thefe fifliermen, 
(Charles Randall) with others, were taken by them, and 
having no property, thefe barbarous pirates whipped them 
with inuch fe verity ; after which they faid to them, " You 
know old Dr. Cotton Mather, do you ?"— " Yes,*' they 

replied, 

♦ Mather's Magnalia. 

f It muft be noted, that when thefe fifhermen are overtaken in the 
bay, between Cape Ann and the Shoals, in a N. E. ftorm, and the wind 
is fo violent, that they cannot carry fail fo as to beat in againft it, 
Bquam harbour, on the north fide of Cape Ann, is their dernier refort. 

X C. Chauncey^s MS^ letter. 
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rqjlied, ^' we have heard of hjm as a very good man.'* 
** Well, then/* faid the pirates, " our orders are to make 
each of you jump up three times, and to fay each time, 
" Curfi Parfon Mather ^^ otherwife you are aU to be hang- 
ed/* Tq fave their lives, they all complied. This infor- 
mation the writer of the letter had from Randall himfelf.t 

A worthy deacon, reading the following line in the old 
verfion of the Pfalms, . 

" And I know more than all the Ancients do"— 
read, by miftake, thus, 

" And I know more than all the Indians do'* — 
one of the affembly, who had more wit than piety, ac- 
quainted with the craftinefs apd Jhrewdnefs of Indians, rofe 
and addreffed the good deacon, in a loud voice, '' If you 
do, you are a plaguy cunning man.** J 

At an early period after the fettlement of thefe iflands, 
tradition fays, that a houfe, belonging to a Mr. Tucker^ fit- 
uated on the rocks near the water, on Haley*s ifland,* dur- 
ing a violent ftprm, was wafhed from its foundation, and 
carried entire to Cape Cod, where it was taken up, and a 
box of linen, papers, &c. taken out of it, by which it was 
difcovered whence it came. The family had juft time to 
efcape before the houfe went off. 

History.] Thefe iflands, as has been already mentionr 
ed, were difcovered as early as 16 14. The convenience 
of their fituation for. carrying on the filheries, which was 
a principal object of the firft fettlers, induced them to fix 
on thefe iflands as a place of their firft fettlement. Among 
the firft inhabitants were the refpeftable names of Pepper- 
ell and Gibbons ; the former an anceftor of the celebrated 
Sir William Pepperell. The firft fettlers of thefe ifl- 
ands were a religious people, and felt the importance of 
having the wprfliip of God regularly maintained among 
them. And it is remarkable, that till the year 1775 there 
was a conftant fucceflion of preachers of the word on thefe 
iflands. though none of them, except Mr. Tucke, was or- 
dained to the paftoral office in this place. 

Sometime before the year 1641, the inhabitants of thefe 
iflands erefted a meeting-houfe on Hog ifland ; and at this 

period 

t C. Chauncey*s letter. % Ibid. ' 

^ The fpot where it flood is now (hewn, • 



354 Defcripiion rf the IJIes (f Sboais. 



I 



period the Rev. Mr. Hufci. was their minifter ;t ie was 
robably the jfirft who preached on thefe iflands. When 
e began his miniftry here, what was his character, and at 
what time he died or removed, is unknown. 

About the year 1650, the Rev. John Brock was invited 
to take the paftoral charge of the people on thefe ifles* 
Hxis worthy fnan came over to America when a youth, 
about the year 1637 ; fix years after he entered Harvard 
College ; and in 1648 commenced a preacher of the goipei, 
firft at Rowley^ then he preached at thefe iflands, till the 
year 1662, when he removed to Reading, where he con- 
tinued to minifter in holy things till June, 1688, when he 
died, in the 68th year of his age. He was a pious youth, 
a good man, a laborious minifter, preaching not only on 
the fabbath, but frequent ledures to the members of the 
church, and to young people. Thefe extrsiordinary reli- 
^ous cxercifes, he confidered as means of rendering his 
public labours effedual to the pec^le of his cl^urge. He 
was faithful and diligent in his paftoral vifits \ and from 
his happy talent in converfation, he made them inftru&ivc 
and uleful. So remarkable was he for his piety and holi- 
nefs, that it was faid of him, by an eminent and venerable 
divine,J that " he dwelt as near heaven as any man upon 
earth.'* Like the martyr Stephen, he was *' a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghoft." Several remarkable ftories, 
fome of which arc " credibly attefted,*' illuftrative of his 

freat piety, and of the efficacy of his prayers, are recorded 
y Dr. Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia. Some of thefe are 
related under another head. 

After the removal of Mr. Brock, the Rev. Mr- Belcher, 
a *^ worthy and excellent man,*'* preached for fome time 
to the people on thefe iflands. 

It was about this time that the inhabitants on Hog ifl- 
and, either through fear of the Indians, who frequented 
Duck ifland, and thence made their plundering cxcurfions 
won them, and carrying into captivity their women, while 
tney were abroad, a fiflimg, or from fome other caufe, de- 
icrted that ifland, and removed to Star Ifland, as a place 

of 
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X Rev. Mr. J. Mltcholl, of Cambridge. 
* Mr. Fitch's fermoD^ before xaentioned. 
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o£ greater fafety. Here they ereftcd a new meeting-houfe, 
28 by 48 feet, with a bell ; andfome years afterwards (iir 
1706) invited Mr. Moody, a native of Sali{bury,Maflacntr- 
fetts, to be their minifter. He was a man of piety, and a 
pathetic and ufeful preacher, and remained here till 1733, 
-when he left the Shoals, and fettled as a fchool-mafter at 
Hampton, and afterwards at Newburyport, where he died 
of an apoplexy, April 17, 1768, aged 82 years. To him 
fucceedeid: the Rev. John Tuckc, who commenced his 
minifterial labours at the Shoals about the year 1730. In 
December of the following year, they gave him a unani- 
mous call to fettle among them in the work of the minif- 
try, and offered hinj a very generous fupport.* 

* The following extracts from the town records of Star ifland, alias 
Go/port^ are inferted as highly honorary to die chara(5ler of thofe con- 
cerned in the tranfa<5tions recorded. 

1 73 1. The freeholders, being legally warned, met on the r3th of 
December, 173 1, and unanimouuy chofe Rev. John Tookef tobe their 
minifler. 

They voted to give him a falary of;^.iio> money or bills of credit, 
U$ long as it (hall pleafe God to continue him among us in the work of 
the miniftry, nem. con- Voted to pay Mr. Tooke two thirds of' hi* 
falary by the lad of May, annually ; and one third by thd> laft of 
September. 

Voted, to give Mr. Tooke £*SO in money, by the laft of May n«xt, * 
towards building him a houfe, if he choofe to build a houfe himielf j 
but in cafe he fhould hereafter remove, Mr. Tooke to give to the in>* 
habitants the refafal of purchafing the houfe, and to abate £^S^ ^'^ ^^ 
price. 

[N. B. This houfe was taken down by Mr. Tooke's fon-in-kwyaad 
carried to O. York, about the year 1780.] 

Voted to give Mr. T, a convenient place to fet his houfe upon, and a 
garden fpot, where he may choofe. 

[N. B. This was on the top of the hill, near the meeting-houfe, and 
is ftill- referved as a parfonage lot.] ; 

Voted« to proceed to the ordination o£ Mf . Tooke, at a convtsnient 
time in the fpring, in cafe of his acceptance of our call. • 

1732. April 2^th. The freeholders of the .town, of Golport,. aKas 
Star ifland, at a legal meeting, renewed their call to Mr. Tooke, and 
confirmed their former oflFer of fupport, with the addition, (CjT Thau as 
the value of money fhall fkll, we will make the aforefaid one hundred 

^ apd ten pounds, as good as it now is, and will be ready to enlarge hi& 
falary as his ckcumftances {hall reqifire^ and our own abilities allow.. 
[An honourable, CTidence of their dlipoiitian tQ-jdo'juftice.\] 

Voted, 
t The true fpelling of this name is Tuck^^ 
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Mr, Tuckc was ordained to the work of the mini&ry, 
with the unanimous confent of the people, being the firfl: 
and only minifter of the gofpel who was ordained to the 

paftoral 

* . . .1 I ... I I ■ 

Voted, that Mr. T'« falary fKonld begin the i ft day of Odlober laft. 

Voted, that we will give the Rev. John Tooke a conftant contribution 
daring his miniftry among us ; the money that fhall be piarked fhall go 
towards his falary ; and the mon^y that fhall not be marked^ ihall 
be given. 

Voted, that we will give Mr. Tooke the privilege of keeping one 
cow on the abovefaid id and. 

The 26th of the next July was fixed for the ordination> provided the 
weather (hould permit the people On fliore to come over ; if not, the 
firft fuitable time after. 

Voted, that the 13 th day of July next, be obferved as a day of fail- 
ing and prayer, to beg God's blcffing on the aflPair of fettling a minifter 
among us. ' • 

A committee was appointed to make provifion for carrying into ef- 
fect the foregoing votes. 

[N. B. Mr. Thomas Lambert was appointed to record thefe votes. 
They are in a very neat hand-writing, well fpelt, and corre^: in compo- 
iition. The whole proceedings remarkably regular.] 

Letter to the Reverend John Tooke* 

The freeholders and inhabitants of Star ifland, alias Gofport, affem- 
bled at the meeting-houfe, on faid ifland, this 28th day of April, wi/h- 
ing health. 
Sir, 

We at this meeting have voted and agreed to futtdry things, which, 
by the enclofed, you will be acquainted with. Mr. Andrew Chace, fen. 
and Mr. Samuel Emmery, are a committee to bring your anfwer to 
this meeting, that we may proceed farther, as to what is necefTary and 
remaining. We beg you will fend your anfwer as foon as poffible, be- 
ing all waiting. We remain your moft humble fervants, 

John Michamere^'^ 
Wm. Michamerey > Seledmen. 
Amhrofe Donum^ J 
* Anfwer, 
To the freeholders and inhabitants of Star ifland, alias Golport, this 
28th day of April, aflembled at the meeting-houfe on faid ifland. 

Brethren, 
It is fome time fmce you called me to the work of the miniftry 
among you ; to which call, by reafbn of many difcouragements, and 
withal the very heavy ftroke of Divine Providence, which has befallen 
me among you, has deferred my anfwer till this time ; and now, by 
the committee fent to me by you, I underftand that you have both re- 
newed that call, and confirmed former offers ; and alfo hoping that 
there is a prolpe A of doing good among you, I, relying on the ftrength 

of 
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p^ftoral office in this place.* Among the minifters, who 
affifted at his ordination, was the Rev. Samuel Moo4y, of 
York, who, in the courfc of the ordination fervice, ufed 
the following pertinent expreffions : " Good Lord, thou 
haft founded a church here upon a rock ; rilay the gates 
of hell never prevail againft it. J 

Thefe iflands, in fornier times, weire in a ve^ refpeft- 
able and flourilhing ftate. The inhabitants were induftri- 
ous, prudent, temperate, and regular and (decent in their 
attendance on the inftitutions or religion. They had ma- 
giftrates and other Officers annually chofen by the peoptef,' 
to execute their wholefome laws and regulations, ana to 
maintain order and peace in the fociety.f The inhabit- 
ants were refpeclful, kind, and generous to their minifter ; 
and confidering the nature of their employment, and their 
confequent habits, they dwelt together in a good degree of 
harmony. Such appears to have been the ptofperous and 
happy ftate of the inhabitafits of thefe iflands, particularly 
during the miniftry of Mr. Tucke. This good man died, 
deeply and univerfally lanfiented, on the 1 2th of Auguft, 
1773 ; having buried his wife two months before. They 
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of divine grace, accept of your call to me. But, brethren, I muft fay 
to you as in 1 Cor. 9, 14- So hath the Lord ordained that they nuhich 
preach the go/pel^ JJjould live of the gofpeU The fame 1 expe<^ amongft 
you. I denre yotir |)rayer^ for me. Ill praying for me, you will pray 
for yourfelves. The Apoftle fays, ift of ThefTalonians, 5. 25. Breth- 
retiy pray for uf. And 1 hope that my poor prayers will be to God for 
you. I hope to fay with the Apoftle, Col. 1.9. I do not ceafe to pray 
for you, and to dejire that ye might be filed *with the knowledge of his luill 
in all luifdom and fpiritual ujidsrftanding. 

1 am yours to ferve in the gofpel, 

Gofporty April 28, 1732. John Tooke. 

Voted, that every fall of the year, when Rev. Mr. John Tooke has 
his wood to carry home, every «ian who will not come, that is able to . 
come, fhall pay forty Ihillings old tenor. 

• Mr. Fitch's Sermon, preached from Matth. iv. 19'. at his ordina- 
tion. 

X Judge Sewall's letter to the author. 

f Their records inform, that the following officers were annually 
chofen : A moderator, three feledlmen, a conftable, towTi-clerk,.twt) 
tything-men, two cullers of fifti, and two corders of wood. 

Kk [rfl/,vii.3 
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^ were lovdy and plealant in theif liveS", tod intheir deaths 
tlicy were not divided.'* 

Mr. Tucke wa& a man of an affeble and amiitble dHpofi- 
tion, of eafy and polite mirinert, of humble ami unaffefted 
piety, of diligence and Iidetity in the fervice of flie ininif- 
try. He was '• given to hofpitality, and apf to teach.'* 
In hfftory and geography he was eminently learned, be- 
yond moft of his cotcmporaries. He afted in the double 
capacity of phyfician of body and of foul. In imitation of* 
iis Divine Mailer^ he went about doing good among all 
daffes of the people of his charge, and his labours were not 
in vain in the Lord. Under his nurturing, pafioral care j 
his people increafed in numbers and in wealth, in knowl- 
edge, piety and refpeci:ability.r Few parifbes hi New-Eng- 
land, at this period, gave a more generous fupporf to their 
minilier, and few congregations were more conftant and 
exemplary in their attendance on public worfliip. Such is 
the account of the character of this venerable man, and of 
the fruits of his labours, which I have received from many 
aged and refpe6table people, who were perfonally acquaint- 
ed with him. 

Shortly aft^r the death of Mr^ Tucke, the Rev. J^remi- 
ah Shaw m'^s invited to preach on thcfe iflands, and here 
he remained, for the greater part of the time, tiff the dif- 
p(?tlion of the inhabitants in 1775. The troubles occa- 
fioned by the war, with fome other caufes, prevented his 
fcttfing here, agreeably to the wifties of the people. 

Since this^ period, fo fmall have been the numbers^ and 
fo impoveriflied the circumftances of thefe ilhnders, that 
they have not had the ability, and, by degrees, have loil 
the difpofition, to fupport the ordSnances of religion. The 
laws and regulations, by which their fathers were govern- 
ed, and which were means of preferving order and har- 
mony in their litde commonwealth, were laid afide. The 
Eeopie neglefted the annual choice of town officers. They 
ad no regular fchools for the education of their children. 
The fabbath was neglected and profaned. In confequence 
of thefe deviations from the " old paths and good ways'* 
of their fathers, the people rapidly degenerated* The 
vices of curfing and fwearing, drunkennefs, quarrelEng, 
and difobecfience to parents, became, in an awfal degree, 

prevalent. 
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prevafeat. The people have grown up ia a great 4«grae 
Ignorant of the grgat doftriii^s and duties of religioix, aod 
of tine firft rudinxents of fcience and letters ; and, in the, 
near neighbourhood of Chriflians, werp degenerating hSt 
to a ftate of heathenifin. 

The jdi^lorable jBaJie of thefe people^ ixx a naoral and V€^ 
ligious yk^w^ was made ksoown to the " Society jfor jpropar 
gating the Golpel/* in Bofton ; and immediately^ at theif 
expenfib, a miffiooary was jenga^ed, who ipent •tju'w moath* 
jimoxig them, at the clofe ox the year 1 7^9. Jn the fuiju. 
mer ot 1800, the Society fent one pf their own majibcfiSf 
to inquire into the circumftances of thefe people^ with |i 
view to afford them the neceflary relief and wfirudiocu 
In confequence of his report, and the advice of Dudley JU 
Tyn^^ Efq. of Newburyport, who has bjeeo tic primt 
mover and agent, in all the proceedings for the benefit d^ 
thefe poor people, a fubfcription was. opened for the pujv ' 
pofc of raijSing mioney to ered a place of wor^lhip on thefe 
iflands. Gen.tlemen of humane feelings ^nd of Ubqralit]^ 
in Salem, Newburyport, Portfinouth, Eaetcr, ^fwich, fic9^ 
ton, and Charleftown, in the two places firft named eSoeOf 
ally, fiibfcribed generoufly j 2wid from the avails, an ediScc 
of ftone, with a cupola, was ereded in September aad Qcr 
tober, J 800, on the higheft fpot on 3 tar ifland, which vokt 
fw^rs the treble purpofe of a place of woHhip, a ichoolr 
faoufe, and a land-mark for feamen.* At the fame tim^^ 
thefe fuflfering people received a liberal iupply of doxhSmg^ 
bedding, wood, &c. from a number of charitable people in 
Newburyport, Salem, and Charleftov/n. The fociety for 
propagating the gofpel, and feveral bookfellers in Bofton, 
gav€ books and flationary fuited to their jcircunjftaweai, 
fufficient, vidth proper ufage. to laft feveral years. A mif. 
fionary, (Mr. Jojiah Stevens) under commiflion from the 

Society 
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* This houfe is 36 feet long, and ^4 wide, on die outfide. Th^ 
walls are two feet thick, and eleven in height in the clear % the wb<4c 
building is painted white. The infide is finifted in a plain ftilc, ai%i 
fumiihed with a ftove, for die accommodat-ion of the ichool in ^winter. 
This houfe was dedicated, in a formal and Iblemn manner, xm the I4tb 
pf Nov. 1800. The ftrmon was preached, and fhe other fervices pe»» 
formed, on this occafion, by the Rev. J. Morfe, D. D. of Charieftcrwrru 
His difcourfe was £>uaded m VMuk ^swL tj. «< L^rd, I-ki/eidHich 



tf5o 'Defcription of the IJles of Shoals. 

Society for propagating the gofpel, went to thefc iflancb 
in i^)ril, 1 80 1, preaches on the iabbath, and has a fchool 
of about thirty fcholars during the week, and is evidently 
in a fphere of great ufefulnefs. 

From the di^rfion of the inhabitants of thefe ifles in 
1775, tin November 14, 1800, the few, who remained, 
tad lived, for the moft part, without law or order, defti- 
tutc of the means of religious or moral inftniftion, and 
had, of courfe, degenerated into a pitiable ftate of igno 
Tance, poverty, anarchy, and wickedneis. At the period 
laft mentioned, when their new nieeting-houfc was dedica- 
ted, the inhabitants affembled, and, by the written com- 
paft annexed,* formed themfelves into a focial ftate, and, 
m a formal manner, pledged themfelves to abide by cer- 
tain regulations, and elefted two of their number, as af- 
feffors, who, with the miflionary, for the time being, were 
ihvefted with power to carry faid comjpaft into eflPeft. 

In confequence of all thefe things, thefe iflands arc rcno« 
^ting in their appearance ; and a hope is entertained, that 
they will foon rife to their former ftate of regularity, arid 
refpeftability. Should Maflachufttts arid New-Hampfliire 
cede their right in thefe iflands to the United States, (a 
plan which fome have contemplated,) arid the federal gov- 
crnnient flipuld think it expedient to' eftablifli them as a 
free porty and form a harbour, and ereft the rieceffary forti- 
fications and lights, they would foon become a place of 
much importance to the United States. 

•^— 1 1— -|- II mtr — i— • 11 m ^— ,J „- - r in i ~- 

Note. 

* Articles of Agreement entered t?ito by the Inhabitants of the 

IJles of Shoafs, Nov. 14, i8oo» 

WHEREAS the iflands now commonly called the 
yies of Shoalsp but heretofore named Smiths. Iflands^ in 
horiour of the renowned Capt. John Smith, who firtt 
difcovcred them, have fallen into a lamentable ftate of de- 
cay, fincc the revolution war ; arid the inhabitants, fron^, 
their extreme poverty, and other unhappy circumftances, 
Jiave long been deftitute of the means of religious and 
jnond inurudion j and whereas fome pious and charitable 
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perfons have generoufly erefted a commodious and durably 
building, to be folely appropriated to the public inftruftion 
of the inhabitants, and the Maflachufetts Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpel have appointed a miflionary to refide at 
the faid iflands, as a religious and moral teacher to the in- 
habitants, and an inftruftor of the' youth j and whereas 
there is ground to hope for further charities from the faid 
fociety, and other humane and benevolent perfons, fbould 
the good effefts of their prefent bounty be vifiblc in the 
improvement of the morals,"manners, and cohvcrfation of 
the inhabitants ; and whereas from the local fituation di 
the faid iflands, it is very difficult to refort to the laws for 
the decifion of difoutes which unavoidably arife : 

We the faid inhabitants do hereby folemnly and mutu- 
ally covenant and agree with each other in the following 
articles, all which we promife to obferve and keep, viz. 

Ftrji. We engage to treat with kindnefs and refpeft all 
fuch worthy and godly perfons ^ fliall come to inftruft 
and reform us ; to render them as coinfortable as we can, 
and to attend with fobriety and diligence on all their in- 
ftruftidns, whether the fame be public in the meeting- 
houfe, or private and perfpnal in our own houfes. 

Second. We engage that cur children fliall alfo attend 
the fchool at the ftated hours, and that we will, by fetting 
them fober and good examples, and by needftil correftions, 
labour to make them better, as well as more decent and 
mannerly in their behaviour. 

Third. We promife our beft endeavours to abftain from 
all brawling, quarrelling, profane fwearing • and curfin[ 
drunkennefej idlcncfs, diflionefly, and all other condu< 
which is offenfive to God, and all good beings. 

"Fourth. . Should any difputes arife amongft any of us, 
we promife to fubmit the fame to the decifion of the mifi 
fionary for the time being, and two affeffors, who fliall be 
amiually chofen in the month of January ; and we prom-* 
ife to abide by, and perform their award touching fuch 
difputes. 

Bfth. The houfe lot and garden, heretofore occupied 
by the Rev. Mr. Tucke, fliall be forever appropriated to 
the ufe of the public teacher for the time being. 

Ecclesiastical 
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EccwsjASTicAj:^ History of Ma«sach^wttj^ ah» 

THE OI.X) CoLoarr of Fi.YMoyTH« 

Preface. 

DR. Matiier wrote an ecdefiafticaJ hiftory of this coujiu 
try, a large book, now very rardy feen. Tlue fe£te 
arc communicated in fo ftran^e a ftyle, and jnUigled with 
fo many oddities of opinion and fabulous reprefientavions, 
that few are difpofed to look into it for the iake of the m.- 
formatioji. Many things, there related, the candid readrr 
imputes to the wealmeS of the age ; the moft candid will 
ice, too oftea, the prejudices and ralfc zeal of the author. 

Mr. Neal puWiflied his hiftory of New-England in 17x9. 
It is weU written, and deferves more credit than Hutchinr 
ion allows, when be fayjj, it is only an abridgement of the 
M^ff^^ia Americana. ^X is an impartial and e«lertaining 
account of their civil and ecclefiaftical afl^rs. Some things 
are contained in it, which were not known either to Dr, 
Cotton Mather, or any other writer of thi^ " American 
ftrand/* 

It is fuperior in ftyle to the later work of Gov. Hutchin- 
fon, though the materials for hiftory were much greater 
which this gentleman poffefled ; and we are indebted to 
hini for many fafts, in the early periods of the fettlement, 
which, but for his care, woiild have been entirely loft \ 
alfo for a fond of information, concerning the country, af- 
ter he had become a leader in the public tranfadions. 

The compiler of the prefent work confines himfelf to 
ecdefciftical hiilory, ha^g copfulted many old MSS. be* 
fide all the printed accounts of the consregational church- 
es J and he prefers to publilh in the Hifloncal Colle<9ions, 
where many ufeful, interefting, and important documents 
are preferved, which will be of infinite fer^ce to future 
writers, as they have been to himfelf. 

After giving an account of the church in New-Plymouth, 
j^nd the ancient form in MaflTachnfetts, he will confider the 
changes which have been made, the prevailing opinions, 
the controverfies among thofe of the congregational mode 
of worlhip, as well as thofe which have been carried on 
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with ehtirches of other denominations ; and to cxMbit td 
view thd ^dsntjiate of religion. 

Hubbard's MS. has aflforded him fome aiSftance, a boOk 
excellent of the kind, and which ought to have been |jrinf « 
ed many years ago, for its hiftorical information, and ther 
reputation of the author. He was the bdl writer in New- 
England while he Hved ; learned, judicious, and capable of 
givinff a proper arrangement to his fa6ts. With exceptldh^ 
to a few quaint cxprcffions, common to all the puritan di- 
vines in England, as weH as North- America, this book Is 
Valuable for the compofition. Why was it never pubHfh- 
ed ? He left it complete, and a fair copy was tranfcribcd 
for the prefs. It fell into the hands of fome, who were 
difpofed to make a liberal ufe of it for their own purpofes, 
and then kept it from the pubHc eye. All who have writ- 
ten any account of Mafiachufetts, are more indebted to ft 
than they are willing to own ; yet there is not even a 
biographical iketch of the man to be found. We know, 
however, that he left behind him a good name, which is 
better, in the opinion of the wife, than any perfume or niche 
in the temple of fame. 



Section I. 

Account of the firft church in PlyThoufh. The piety and fuf 
ferings of the planters. The good order of the church, and 
difficulties attending the fettlement 6f a pajior. 

A SPIRIT of enterprife has often made the difcovery 
of new countties, and to this, combined with a lover 
of fcience in the breail of Columbus, we are indebted fbt 
the knowledge of our part of the globe. But it was the 
love of religion, which prompted the fettlers of New- 
England to prefer the wildernefs of diftant climes to the 
cafe and affluence they could enjoy at home. 

It was not their objeft to open new and rich fources of 
commerce, like the merchants and princes of Portugal j 
liOr to plan fchemes of fpeculation, which fo often proved 
vain and chimerical to individuals of other European na- 
tions, when they were ftimulated by the defire of gain ; 
but they were the faireii patterns of religious zeal, of firm- 
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nefs, patience, and heroic virtue : they were men whofe 
fouls were tried by the moft adverfe circumftances, arid yet 
not fubdued by the blows of their adverfity. Their hopes 
gilded the fcenes around them ; and while they looked at 
the land of promife^ they were more diftinguiflicd by a<5ivc 
and focial virtues, than vain contemplations. 

According to the Abbe Rayrial, '.^ Superflitim firft fettled 
New-England." He calls every thing fuperjlition^ which is 
of a religious nature. What the beft writers defcxibe the 
. fentiment of the hearty he calls the effiifion of a weak mind* 
That which has been confidered in all ages, and by men of 
the moft enlarged underftanding, as the offspring of heav- 
en, is confounded by him with the creatures of a vain 
imagination. He might have faid, it was the " concuflion 
of religious opinions," which is a favourite expreffion of 
his, upon fome occafions, and come near the truth, as well 
as faved his refleftions upon chriftianity. 

Another writer goes further than the Abbe R. and 
calumniates the charafter of our anceftors in every refpeft ; 
for he faysj " the inhabitants of America are of a bad 
ftock, from the dupes oi puritanick cani^ from four, taftelefs 
afceiicks, whofe tempers defired anarchy while at home, 
and praftifed intolerance abroad."* 

This man feems to have an idea, that the religious fpirit 
is an innate traditional evil, which he would find a miftake 
if he had tarried long enough in the country to obferve 
our manners^ inftead of running through the States for the 
fake of telling the world how far he had travelled. It is 
well known, that too many of the prefent generation are 
wholly unmindful of the principles and pra<?tices of their 
fathers ; and too many join in the farcafms of the French 
philofophy, or fome other ftyle, as anti-puritanick as this 
writer would wilh, when they are told what grave and 
good men their fathers were : — ^Pious men, who made this 
declaration, '' that it was for the glory of God, and the 
propagation of the gofpel, that they ti^anfplanted them- 
felves from his Majefty's dominions to thefe almo^ unknown 

regions of the weji.'^ The 
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* The author above mentioned freely grants, that thefe men were 
the beft progenitors of the prefent race of Americans ; for he fays, 
** the tranfportcd felons, )vho contributed to fettle Virginia, have left 
behind them a race of dhninken^ gambling, lewd, rapacious fpendthrifts ; 
k^en^ quick, courageous, hofpitable race.'' Don Von Btdonu. 
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The form of church government pur fathers preferred 
was completely congregational ; this has diftinguiflied 
the churches in Mamchufetts and the old Colony froirt 
the other churches which have been formed, and approach^ 
ed more or lefs" to the Prefbyterian eftablifliment. They 
did not choofe to be called Indepiendents. This name th<^ 
churches of Maflachufetts difclaimed, a^ we fee frequently 
in their charges to candidates for the miniftry, though it 
might have been given them ^^th fome pf oprietv, as moft 
of Mr. Robinfon's chiirch had bedn Puritans of the moft 
rigid feparation, in a former feign. When they camfc to 
America,^ however, they poffeffed fentiments of Inodera- 
tioii, which w^oiild do honour tCT any denomination of 
Chriftians. Vid. his addrefs in Prince's Annals. 

We mufi afcend to the firft reformers, Jto get an idea of 
the principles and motives of feparation frotti thfe other 
proteftant churches, and which diftinguiflied^hofe who 
have been ftyled, in later times, the members of the congre- 
gational eftablilhirient. * The reformation was gradually 
introduced into England. King Henry the Vlllth, though 
he caft off the Pope's fupremacy, and happily introduced 
the fcriptures for the ufe of the people, retained in his heart 
a fdndnefs for the fup'erftitions of the church of Rome, 
and was too haughty a defpot to have his will difputcd. 
In the reign of Edward the Vlth, whofe chafafter the 
friends of virtue are fo forid of delineating, and whofe pre- 
mature death caufed fo many tears of humanity to be flied, 
the work of reformation fucceeded. Thofe who condu<9:- 
ed it were liberal and devout rnen, and wifhed to make the 
facred fcriptures the guide of their faith and ptaftice, spd 
to difiufe them among all the claffes of the community*. 
But the light of truth Was foon obfcured, and the day, 
which was ulhered in with fuch a bright and beautiful morn- 
ing, hung heavily in clouds *. For Mary, a weak and ma- 
licious bigot, became a Queen. During her reign, all, who 
were attached to civil 6r religious freedom, futfered ; and 
it was a crime to love one''s country. In an ifland, where 
fo many have thought it decorous to die for it, this was 
made a terrible crime ; the torch of pcrfecution flamed 
againft all who diflcnted from the minuteft cereincnies of 
the Romifh church ; and no wonder that the reformers 
Ll iVol.yxi.'} wera 
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were inveloped in the thickeft dangers. Some poured out 
their blood on the fcaffold, many hung their harps upon 
the willows in a foreign land. 

When Queen Elizabeth fucceeded to the kingdom, upon 
the death of her fifter, the reformation was taken up where 
Edward had left it. It was the defigh of feveral eminent 
perfons to carry on the work to a degree of purity which 
the national church were not willing to allow : they were 
defirous to proceed till the worfliip and difcipline fhould be 
divefted of thofe rites and ceremonies, which they looked 
upon as the inventions of men ; and therefore a difgrace, 
rather than an ornament, to the church of Chrift. If they 
could not obtain what they mojl earnelUy defired, to have 
thefe uninjlituted rites entirely excluded^ and their ivorjhip redu- 
ced to its primitivf Jimplicity ; yet they pleaded to have things 
left indifferent J which were fo in their nature. 

But a moft powerful party fprung up to oppofe them. 
It was the intereft of fuch as difliked the reformation, to 
prevent a further feceflion from the church of Rome than 
was contemplated by fome, and they joined their power 
and influence to fet afide the views of the Puritans. The 
Queen was fond of Ihow and pomp in religion, and foon 
declared herfelf on the fide of thofe who were ready to ef- 
tablifli a national church, with many gorgeous appendages : 
and being importuned by the high church party •, being 
alfo imperious in her own temper, obftinate in her preju- 
dices, and impatient of contradiftion ; fhe fet herfelf not 
only to reftrain, but to punifh thofe who refifted her will. 
The eftablifliment would have been eafily borne; had thofe 
who differed been allowed to worfhip God in their own 
'way, or according to the diftates of their confciences. But 
fuch an intolerant -^irit prevailed, that if any fcrupled en- 
tire conformity, or ufed a form except that contained in 
the book of common prayer, they were filenced and fined, 
deprived, cenfured and imprifoned. 

Some time elapfed in fruitlefs expectation of better days ; 
then, as their own condition 'grew intolerable, they were 
induced to feparate not only from the church of England, 
but from a government that was fo arbitrary. They 
formed a church on independent principles, and fet them- 
felves down in Holland j where, for fome years, they en- 
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joyed the pleafures of religious freedom, and contemplated 
the great events which were conceiving in the womb oiF 
Providence. 

The firft congregational church, fince the days of primi- 
tive chriftianity, .was gathered at Geneva, and the Rev. 
William Whittingham was chofen pallor ; a famous Puri- 
tan, who fled from England in the reign of =Queen Mary, 
leaving an eftate of ^^.iioo fterling a year, which was a 
great eftate in thofe times, and Ihews how confcientious 
principles will fubdue the paflion of avarice in good minds. 

It is very wrong to clafs the Congregational churches with 
the Brownijis. - Though individuals had been conneftcd 
with Brown, and, fuppofing him honeft and zealous in the 
caufe of truth, had not been fenfible enough of the confe- 
quences where there is fuch a latitude of opinion and im« 
prudence of conduft, yet the churches in general difdaim-,, 
ed that church anarchy which it was his defign to intro- 
duce, nor were they guilty of the like extravagances. 

Oldmixon ftyles the memJbers of Mr. Robiiifon*s churches, 
in general, Brownijis ; and fays that they were driven to the 
extreme they went, by the perfecution of the high church ' 
party* And, as though tliis was againft their reputation, 
Mr. Prince takes pains to exculpate them. But whatever 
Mr. Robinfon might have written in favour of ecclefiaftical 
democracy, it is evident his charafter is very good ; and 
why fhould this bring any difcredit upon the New-England 
churches, who condufted all their ecclefiaftical bufinefs witH 
decency and order ? 

When James afcended the throne, the Puritans flattered 
themfelves they fliould have indxilgence at kaft, if they 
were not openly patronifed and fupported j as he had been 
educated a Prefbyterian, and frequently had fpoken againft 
the Epifcopal church^^ But they foon found their mif. 
take. Arbitrary in his difpofition, and puftied on by an 
intolerant bigdtted clergy, he was inimical equally to civH 
and religious liberty. He carried his meafures witn a high- 
er hand than his predeceflbr.had done in the plenitude of 
her power and felf-complacency j whofe wifdom was much 
greater, and who was much better , Acquainted with the 
people of England. Her noblenefs of difpofition, alfo, 
made her afhamed of many things which were quite con- 
genial 
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fcnial to his weak mind. Thofe who had emigrated to 
[olland, feeing no profpeft of returning to their own 
country, then turned their thoughts to America. " The 
reafons of their removal were debated in public and pri- 
vate ; and a very confiderable part of the church were per- 
fuaded that it was a call from heaven : and had not this 
lentiment prevailed, it would haye been very difficult to fix 
their refolutions and aft with unanimity.'** Thefe are the 
words of a worthy writer ; and, if we may be allpwed to 
mingle our obfervations with his, may w-e not fay, that ex- 
cept a fenfe of religion has its influence upon mankind, we 
Jhould want^ upon occafions lefs imppitant, y5;w^/A/wg to 
reft our wearied expeftations upon, to animate our hopes, 
and to prevent uncertain profpefts from fettling into def- 
pondency and gloom ? ' 

* Mr. Neal mentions, as a reafon why Mr. Roblnfoji advi- 
fcd that they ihould feck out a new fettlement, the fear left 
the church fhould be dilTolved, feveral members dying, and 
pthers mingling with the Dutch. Hence they refolved to 
tran^ort thf mfelves to America. 

' All who write the hiftory of thefe times allow, that our 
fathers fupported a moft excellent charafter in Holland. 
It is much to their credit, that they lived among them- 
felves, and in peace with their neighbours j and that this 
teftiniony is riven of them^ " that for the ten years they 
jived there, they could bring no fuit or accufation againft 
them.*' 

Jn the 95th number of the New-England Courant, a pa- 
per printed by the Franklins, is the foSowing letter. " In 
the year J610, a number of chriftians from the north ojf 
England, having Mr. John Hobinfon for their paftor, re- 
moved to Leyden in Holland, that they might peaceably 
Mrorlhip God according to the inftitutions of th^ gofpel, 
which they could not do in their own land. Thirteen of 
this congregation, not liking the bafenefs of the Dutch, nor 
to lofe their intereft in the Engliih nation, did think and 
jigree about removing acrofs the Atlantick. Part of them 
were to do it before the reft, to fee what encouragement 
tihey could find. Accordingly, part of them, among whom 
yras Mr. Brewfter, the affifcant of Mr. Robinfon, removed 
frpm Hdlarid the latter end of June, 1620, and arrived at 
^ ♦ Hubbard. Cape-Cod 
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Cape-Cod in November, the fame year. At this place they 
dtew up an engagement, acknowledging themfelves the 
fubjefts of king James, and combining themfelves into a 
body politick, and became the firft colony of New-Eng- 
land. From Cape Cod they went one way and another, 
to find a convenient place of abode, and at length fettled 
together at Plymouth ; and were the firft church in New- 
^jigland ; the only one till 1629.'- 

The charafter of Mr. Robinfon was very refpeftable in 
the line pf his profeffion. He had great wifdom and 
worth, as yire learn from the account, not only of the mem- 
bers of his church, but his other contemporaries, and from 
his writings. Thefe difcover a talent for reafoning, and 
clofe attention to theology. Mr. Bradford* fays that he 
was prevailed upon by the Calvinifts, to difpute publickly 
with Epifcopius, who led in the controverfy which then 
engaged the aJ:tention of the reformed churches ; and which 
has been fince the caufe of diffetence, and frequently a con- 
tentious fpirit, in the churches of America as much as Eu- 
rope. Epifcopius was the champion of the doftrines prop- 
agated by James Arminius, who was firft the difciple of 
Beza and Calvin, but afterwards changed his opinion, and 
oppofed the fentiments taught in their fchool. The opin- 
ions of Arminius received great fupport from the reputa- 
tion and learning of Epifcopius, who emitted tbefes^ and 
engaged to defend them againft original ftn^ particular elec^ 
tioriy and other points of doftrine. By his zeal and knowl- 
edge, his fldll in managing a controverfy, many of the firft 
charafters of Leyden, and the Dutch republick, were 
brought over to the iame way of thinking, and declared the 
full conviftion of their minds, that the great light of Gene^ 
va had miftaken the fenfe of the fcriptures. 

Mr. Robinfon ftepped forward to defend the doctrines 
of Calvin, an^i was fuperior to Epifcopius, according to 
the account givei\ . of the difpute by the members or his 
church. Whether the admirers of Epifcopius thought fo, 
we are not convinced, as no other account of the matter is 
handed down to us. Perhaps the prejudices of opinion 
and friendfliip might influence each party to think their 
* _^ - champion 

* The MS. of Gov. Bradford is loft, except the few cxtrads to b^ 
found in Princess annals. > 
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champion vidorious ; and on each fide mifirht mingle 
fliades of error with the light of truth. The zeal of 
many abforbed all their moderation at that time ; and it 
had the £ime e£fed upon the deliberations gf ftateimen, as 
upon the fentiments of divines, ififuin^ in tumults, as lit- 
tle con^peoial to true policy, as the fpint of the gofpd.* 

But It is not conneded with my plan, to confider the 
ftate of Europe, or the effed of religious prgudic^ upon 
the inhabitants of other countries, only as thele intioduced 
events, which were combined with the character and con- 
dud of our anceftors, who were pious men, ftridly calvin- 
ifiical in their principles, exemplary in their walk and con- 
verfation. Whenever they manifefted more zeal than can- 
dour, (which fome men in all ages have done), it was ow- 
ing to their attachment to peculiar principles, and think- 
ing others muft be inconiiftent and abfurd, who had a dif- 
ferent kind of belief. 

If Mr. Robinfon was {eleded to manage the difpute, it 
fhews the confidence they had in his abilities. If he 
thought himfelf equal to the controverfy, his enthufiafin 
was more prominent than his talents ; or, to fay the leaft, 
it remains uncertain whether, the vigour of his mind or 
faint'like zeal were moft confpicuous. A bold diiputant 
may appear by his manner to gain an advantage, when he 
has really weakened his argument by his declamation. 
Zeal is the firft thing requifite for public difputants when 
popular allemblies are to judge ; and he who thinks him- 
idf in the right fuppofes others confuted who diflfer, what- 
ever opinion candid people, not interefted in the controver- 
fy, may fee fit to embrace. 

Had Mr. Robinfon came over to Plymouth, it would 
have been of great advantage to the fetdement. He had 
been convinced of fome of his errors, thofe obliquides of 
fentiment concerning the difcipline and worlhip of the con- 
gregational churches ; and he was a man fo judicious in 
other refpeds, that he was capablje of giving them advice 
and diredion in all their affairs. But it pleafed heaven to 
cut fhort his days in . the midft of his ufefulneis. We can 
fee only a fhort way into the fcheme of providence ; what 
we know not now, we may know hereafter. His friends 

in 
* Vid. Hiftoire medalliqae cles HoUandois. 
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in Holland were foon deprived of his inftruftions and foci- 
ety. And his friends, whoTionged to hear his voice in this 
American wildernefs, which they were fubduingswith great 
labour, and in the midft of dangers, had toforrow that they 
fliould fee his face no more. The news was more grievous 
to the members of his church, becaufe it came in a time of 
their mourning for their friends and relatives, who were 
fwept away by a raging peftilence. This was a wound 
which called up all the feelings of their hearts. 

Among the very aftive and feniible perfbns of this Ley- 
den congregation, who came over to Plymouth, was Mr. 
Brewfter, an elderly, worthy mah, to whom the colony 
felt indebted for good fervices in the firft period of their 
fettlement. jg 

The Englilh hiftorians fpeak of tJbmlul as of the rigid 
feparation, and moft of them had been, without doubt, vi- 
olent in their oppofition to the epifcopal church, efpecially 
to their forms and ceremonies, and had blamed the other 
Puritans for things which only difcovered more prudence, 
and were worthy of commendation. Mr. Brewfter afted 
as elder of the church, but no one was looked upon as their 
paftor ; and for a long time this firft church of New-Eng- 
land wanted a man to execute this office. We, who make 
no fuch diftinftion of offices, think it ftrange that there 
ihould have been fuch difference between paftor and teach- 
ing elders ; for we fuppofe, any man, who can feed the 
people with knowledge, is qualified for one office equally 
with another. But it appears from the ecdefiaftical hifto- 
ry of this country, that a very great diftinftion was made 
in the early ftate of their fettlement. They efteemed many 
to be excellent teachers^ whom they would not endow with 
the pajioral care. It was offered to Mr. Brewfter, but he 
was too modeft to accept it j and the church, not being 
able to procure fuch a teacher as would unite the offices, 
were for many years like deep without a Ihepherd. They 
had affiftance from the magiflxates, who were wife and de- 
vout men. It was then requifite to the charafter of a gov- 
ernor to be a man of piety, and able to expound the fcrip- 
tures, which led thofe in civil office to intereft themfelves 
in all the concerns of the churches. We have a particular 
inftance, in Winthrop's journal, of the conduA of our ru- 
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lers. He tells, that " he went to Plymouth, attended the 
church meeting, and prophecied." 

Mr, Hubbard fays, "that a chriftian church, to carry 
on the forms of .worlhip, muft have fuitable officers ; but 
the church of Plymouth were a very ferious people, who 
knew their own principles : not like many of their fol- 
lowers in fome parts of tne country, properly termed 
Seekers^ of whom it may be faid, as pur Lord 4>caks of 
the Samaritans, They know not what fpirit they wen of; 

It may be proper to mention other gentlemen, befide 
Mr. Brewfter, who were officers of this congregational 
church, and who aflifted in every part of wofmip, except 
the adminiftration of the ordinances, which was peculiar 
to the office of Paftor. Governor Carver was deacon of 
the firft church/flb \«*11 as chief magiftrate of the colony. 
He was elefted to this office while they were !n Holland, 
at the fame time with Mr, Samuel Fuller, " an eminent fur- 
geon, and man of great piety/* The deacons they chofe, 
after they arrived nere, were Mr. Richard Mafterfon and 
Mr. Thomas BlolTom, whofe praife is yet in the church at 
i^lymouth. They were ufeful men, famed for their vir- 
tues, diligence, and a£iive fervices.* 

There was a diftin(Sion made in the firft cliurch be- 
tween a ruling elder and teaching elder ^ befide the diftinc- 
tion we have obferved between paftor and teacher. This 
was owing to the peculiar defire of thefe good men to 
preferve every name mentioned in the evangelical writings, 
without confidering that the difcipline of the church is 
di/cretionary, and muft be adapted, in fome meafure, to lo- 
cal fituation, circumftances of the age, or that many thin^ 
were very unneceffary in fucceeding ages, that might be 
very proper for the primitive church. How fair the 
churches in Maflachufetts fell in with the fentiment of their 
brethren at Plymouth, and how far this entered into the 
platform of their church agreed upon at Cambridge ; 
whether it was a partial or univerfal rule ; when alterations 
were made, and why the office of ruling elder is now laid 
afide, may become fuitable topics of difcuffion in the courfe 
of this hiftory. 

Mr. Brewfter was made ruling elder in the church of Ply- 

moutht 

♦ Cotton's Relation of the Church in Plymouth. 
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mouth, and united this with th^bufinefs of inftruftion, to 
which he had been confined. He continued thus to per- 
form the feveral dutifes till his death, and was fucCeeded 
by Mr. Thomas Ciifliman, foh of Robert Culhtnan, one of 
the moft important and worthy charlders atnong thofe 
who formed the firft fettlement.* 

In March, in the year 1624, Mr. L;jford came ovar to 
Plymouth. When he firft came, he difcovered fuch fond- 
nefs in the mode of his falutation, that he would have kif- 
fed their hands who extended them in the common tokens 
of friendfliip ; but this loving brother, Ind hollow faint, 
foon manifefted that the kifs of charity was accompanied 
with the fmile of deceit. He is reprefented, by Morton,- as 
a man who " croucheth and humbleth himfelf ;'* and as t 
treacherous Ifinael, who killed Gedeliah, according to what 
we read in the prophecy of Jeremy. The worthies of the 
new fettlement gave him a very cordial reception, and fup- 
pofed he would be a great help to them in their folitary con- 
dition. The governor treated him with the like refpeft as 
he did Mr. Brewfter. 

But although this man was a:d(mitted to thd chtrch, and 
made great profeflions of his goodnefe, cohfeflloh of former 
wickednefs, and declarations of the foundnefi of his feith, , 
he fpit the venom of the afp from his tongu^, and difcov- 
fered the malignity of a demon, who \iCas lent to mar the 
happinefs of the fettlement and difturb the peace of the 
diurch. The air was tainted with the flanders he wrote 
and i^fead for the fervice of men who were enemies of the 
plantation :- for fuch men there were in the old countrj'-j 
both of the clergy and the ftatc, who feemed determined 
to perfecute this little flock, that had fled into the wilder- 
nefe, as if the ^dy deferts were too good for them. 

One letter in particular the governor interested. A 
prudent ufe was made of it, till he cbuld expofc all the 

fcenes of his villainy.t In 
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* Mr. Robert Cufhinan preached to thele pilgrims, our venerable 
fathers^ in 1621." The fennon contains the beft advice, and may be 
read by their pofterity, for other reafons befide this, that it is a curiofi- 
ty worth preferving among the ancient things of this country. The text 
is I Cor. X. 21. 

f It feems this Lyford,- with others, efpecially Mr. Oldham, intend- 
ed to make ar reparation or divifion in the church ; to alter the govern-* 

Mm [r<?/.vii.3 »«ent, 
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In dncribtng the ftate oi things appertaining to the ec- 
dcfLsiiidl hii^cr^/ cf New-Enghnd, I im recefiarily led to 
Ipeak of civil hiitory, which I would avoid as mueh as 
pofSblc ; leiviTiZ th!5 to thofe whofe opportunities and 
diiigence o-f rciearch eniiTile them to give a fairer and 
more complete vicr.v of the fubjecl : but it is wdl known 
tiat oiir fathers blended religion with all their concerns ; 
and when civil tranfictinns are neceffarily mingTed with 
the account of the church, fhould one part only be men- 
tioned, the relition would be lame, for want of the con- 
nexion It had with the other. 

I have no doubt that the behaviour of Lyford fprung 
from political motives- He ^^as calculated to ferve the 
lacws of certain mercenary ^Tetches, who fent him to A- 
merica with lucrative, and net pious intentions ; or elfe he 
was employed by thofe, who, being inhnical to all diflent- 
crs from the eftablifhed church, and every fpecies of re- 
publican government, wifhed to dcftroy this rifing com- 
monwealth. Kino: Tames onlv connived at the fettlement. 
He did not tolerate principles and practices which oppofed 
ecdefiaftical dominion ; and e&ecially was his ire excited, 
when men defpiled the folly ^ which is fometimes equal to 
the fury of defpotijm. The fpies of Charles's court would 
alfo fearch the uttcrmoft parts c*" the earth, for the feke of 
dcftropng men's liberty. 

From long experience in human artifice and deception, 
they well knew that a man mufty^i'w u he religious to carry 
a point agairift a people, who lived in all " good confcicnce,*' 

and, 

menty and become men of diftindion, as many turbulent fpirits have 
doncy who have foon fallen from the high places where their own giddj 
imaginations have placed them. Too many are ready to do mifchief, 
when they are adtivc, and want the difpofition to do good. It was for- 
tunate for this country, that fuch fchemes as Lyford and Oldham con- 
trived for the deftruftion of New-Plymouth, were fo early fruftrated, 
and that they loft their influence before they could make the worft ufe 
of it. They progrefled, however, fo far as to fet up a different place of 
worfhip, and made every attempt to diforganize the firft church. They 
left the communion without acquainting tlie officers and brethren, or 
fpeajcing to the governor upon the fubj^, and met by themfelves every 
LanPf'Jay. Bendc this open violation of their cuty, they were guilty of 
Other infults of the authority, of wicked plots and prad^ices, inconfiftent 
with the charadler of good men, and members^ the commonnixaltb^ and 
wholly oppofitc to the fpiriU precepts^ and mJHtutions of chriflianity. 
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and^ for the enjoyment of religion, had left their native 
land. 

Lyford was fb well inftruded, as to aft his part adxnuv 
ably well : for he joined this community of chriftians, and 
was (o zealous, that they would have cnofen him for their 
ininifter. He aftuaHy obtained the confidence of Mofcs 
and Aaron, to whom Gov. Bradford and Mr. Brewfter 
bore fome refemblance, according to the flyle of our early 
X writers. One of them fays, " ^t the church was trou- 
bled with a feftious fpirit, which arofe from a man who 
came over to New-England with the beft of charafters, 
but with what frequently anfwers for the worft of moral 
excellencies, a zeal to do more than others ; and hence a 
great confidence was put in him by the Governor, and by 
the members of the church. He was of their communion 
till he fet up a different place of worfliip ; and there he 
adminiftered the facraments till he was brought to a hum- 
ble confeffion of all his wickednefs, and was put under 
cenfure. He appeared at firft fincere, and acknowledged 
the lenity of the people towards him, and then played the 
hypocrite by writing againft the country, and juftiiying 
his former writings. 'Hie time being expired for his cen- 
fure to take place, he gave no evidence of his reformation % 
but other crime** appearing againft him, he was baniflied* 
He went to Nant^et, tJ^en to Salem, and afterwards to 
Virginia, where he died.'* 

The cpnduft of Oldham is lefi connefted with the hif* 
tory of the church, and needs not to be pointed out i^ 
minutely in this work. Suffice it to fay, that he Uvc4 
fome time after he left Plymouth, and obtainedi credit 
again with the people, fo tiat they, permitted him to trade 
tul he was killed by the Indians. This unhappy event hag 
been often mentioned ; and no wonder it mould duni 
fuch particular notice, as it was the origin of the Pequod 
war. 

The difcipline of the church was very ftrift. It acccard- 
ed with their ideas, though perhaps their ideas were not 
exadly fcriptural, or £b near as they imagined to the 
foundation of the prophets and apoftles. They proceeded 
with much regularity, and the members generally fiibmit- 

ted 
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ted to the rules prefcribed for their conduft. As thofb 
men loft their reputation, who excited diflSiculties, fuch, on 
the other hand^ as had a high reputation in the church for 
their piety and chriftian graces, were moft likely to be dif- 
tinguiihed with the firft iionoiirs in their civil fociety. 
OflSnders could not efcape ecdefiaftical cenfure ; but were 
obliged to fubmit, and to ftudy a greater decorum of be- 
haviour j and thus the dignity of the chriftkn profeffion 
was preferved 5 a church began to bloflTom in the wlldcr- 
nefs, and to make thefe folitary places rejoice with the coi\- 
fpling beams of evangelical truth, which had been hidden 
in pagan darknefs. 

The fathers of New-Plymouth were without a paftor to 
rule and adminifter the ordinances till the year 1629, when 
they were ihcreafed by numbers, who had belonged to Mr. 
Lathrop's church in England, and alfo by as many as thir- 
ty-five families of thofe who were aflbciated with them in 
Leyden ; to whofe aififtance they cheerfully contributed, 
looking unto another world for the reward, They cer- 
tainly could never expeft a return of what they expended, 
which was equal to £^5000 fterling ; a great fum to be 
taken from thefe xhanfions of poverty ; but '* where the 
foirit of religion influences people, they are rich in the 
n'uits oiF benevolence.'* * 

Mr. Ralph Smith then came over to Maffachufetts ; and 
at the defire of the church in Plymouth, connefted him- 
fetf in the paftor al relation, for which he was not quali- 
fied. It is faid that he wanted candour, prudence, knowl- 
edge, and experience, and refembled his predeceffors in 
nothing, except that he was of the flxifteft fe<9: of the Pu- 
ritans. Such a man was no way fit to come after Mr, 
Rqbinfon, who was exemplary and learned ; fo judicious 
as to advife his people to avoid His errors, and be guided 
by the wifdom which is without partiality, which is pure 
and peaceable ; gentle, and eafy to he intreated, proceed- 
ing from the Father of lights. But Mr. Smith was zeal- 
ous and imprudent : his zeal was that ebullition of tem- 
per, which has done much mifchief in fociety, as well as 
created confufions in the church ; which leads to follies 
and extravagance, and flirs up all manner of party fpirit. 

No 
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No one,* therefore, could be more unfit to fettle with a 
people fo well inftrufted in righteoufhefs, acquainted with 
the principles of chriftianity, and ufed to fuch order in the 
church. Mr. Smith foon laid down his oflGice, and this re- 
fleftion was made : " That many times the total vacancy 
of an office is eaiier to be borne, than the under-perform- 

ance of it/*t 

Mr. Cotton, who wrote a particular relation of the firft 
church in Plymouth to the year 1 760, being in poffeffion 
of the records and other authentic documents, fpeaks of 
Mr. R. Smith, I "as a man who was chofen the paftor 
after fome time of trial j a grave man, who continued in 
the miniftry four or five years. But finding him a mail 
of low parts and gifts, they, as Providence gave opportu- 
nity, improved others as his aflMlants ; particularly Roger 
Williams, a young man of-'bright accomplifliments, but 
unftable judgment, who preached among them four years. 
But at laft, beginning to vent fome errors, which were dit 
agreeable to the church, they, at his defire, gave him a 
mfmiffion to the church of Salem ; where, being called to 
office, he openly propagated his principles, and did much 
mifchief, as the ecclefiaftical hiftorians of this country give 
an account. The next year, Mr. Smith refigned his min- 
iftry, partly of his own accord, as thinking it too heavy a 
burden ; and by the perfuafion of others, who apprehend- 
ed him not fufliciently qualified for the work.*' 

During the time or Mr. Smith's miniflry, they employ- 
ed Mr. Edward Winflow, who was fent agent to England, 
to prpcure them a minifter, as colleague with Mr. Smith. 
He accordingly agreed with Mr. Glover, an able difpenfer 
of the word of God, to come over with them ; but he 
ended his life in London, foon after his .engagement. Af- 
terwards, Mr. Winflow providentially meeting with that 
worthy man, Mr. John Norton, then intending for New- 
England, he treated with him about lupplying Plymouth, 
and coming over with Mr, Winflow ; he landed there, 

and 

m ' I I II 11 I I I I I • 

' * Except Mr. Rogers, who came over in 1628, without any particu- 
lar invitation ; who, being fubjed; to fits of iofapity, created qnly the 
expeiife of fending him back, 

t Hubbard's MSS. t Hift. Colled, vol. IIL 
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and preached with them one winter^ but dedined &ttlixig| 
though earnefilj prefled to it* 

Thus was this poor church, as Mr. Cotton oh£enres» dif« 
appointed from time to time in their attempts to iettle the 
gofpel among them, ib as to enjoy the ordinances with the 
word of life. Ifis idea of the order of the churches is, 
that none but an ordained paftor can adnmufter the otdi^ 
nances. But why {hould a man be thought worthy to 
pray, to teach, to prophecy, or explain the uxiptm^ 2nd 
yet not be qualified to baptize ? Mr. Cotton was very much 
attached to the forms of Geneva and Cambridfi^e ; and we 
may make the fame obfervation upon moft of tho& worthy 
divines, who organized the religious focieties of New-£og« 
land. 

When we reflect upon the fufFcrings of theie iarly iettlers^ 
we cannot help admiring their fortitude and perfeverance I 
They fuflered more in tneir own country thw others who 
came over to America. Thev had more difficulties to en- 
counter than the people of Mailachufetts, who landed 
and formed their fettlement. They had leis afliftance from 
the property and wealth of others, had fewer friends a- 
broad, and more enemies at home. They had enemies 
among themfelves, who wounded their fpirits ; and 
they well knew that deep and malicious £chemes were laid 
in England to difturb their peace, and fet afide the princi< 
pies ot their eftablifliment. 

Lvford woilld have accompUihed more than he did, had 
thoie men, whom he and others wiihed to injure, been th§ 
dupes of his fubtlcty, and mean, hypocritical grimace. 
But he had to deal with perfons 910/ ihperficial in meir in^ 
quiries, nor feeble in &irit. They were ready to receive 
to their friendihip, ana to their boibm, all who reiiembled 
the dove^ but were on their guard againft the vitlturey which 
darts upon its prey. When their rcllow^men, (more cruel 
than birds or beafts of prey,) whofe teeth were. £pears and 
arrows, and their tongues as fharp /words, calumniated 
their reputation, they trufted in One, who was the fhield 
of their excellency, the health of their countenance, and 
their God. 

May we not repeat the fentiment, that they fuf^rted 

their 
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their charafter and good name ; the peace and order of the 
churches ; the laws and ordinances of their littk commu« 
nity, when they had none to guide them in the paftoral of- 
fice. As the difficulties increafed, they encouraged one 
another, and were fenfibte of thdrinuiual inter eft ; an ex* 
ample to chriftians of all denominations, wlio may fee ft) 
many virtues to imitate, and fuch pure charafters for feidi 
and patience as are feldom to be met with in the pages of 
ecdefiaftical hiftory. 

Mr. Hubbard makes thefc ferious rcfleftions, not unwor- 
thy of our attention, and which will pleafe readers of a re- 
ligious turn of mind :•' ^* In all their changes, the over*nd- 
ing hand of providence was to be acknowledged, that at 
the laft found out a refting place for them, by fending the 
angel of his prefence to ffo before them, and lafely condud; 
them through fo many dangers, and fo many deaths. 

^ Our bl^ed Lord, foretelling the deftruftion of Jeru&- 
lem, would have his hearers pray that their flight be not in 
the winter ; but fuch was the difpenfation of tne Almighty 
to this poor, defpifed company, that, having hardly eicapea 
the violence of many furious ftorms at fea, they were no 
fooner fet on fliore, than they were called immediately ta 
encounter with hard and rough weather in the defert, andi 
barren land, on the verge of winter. The fun had, in % 
great meafure, withdrawn his delightful beams, giving them 
a fliort vifit, after tedious, long, and doleful mghts, many 
times brought in with boifterous ftorms of fiiow oi* rain# 
The earth dfo was difmantled of all its comdy and pleafant 
ornaments, by the early approach of hard and fhaip frofl:?, 
prefenting them with no other a^efts than the ruthful and 
weather-beaten face of winter. The barbarians, the apof- 
tle Paul met with after his fliipwreck, ihewed them no 
fmall kindnefs, kindling them a nre, and fuffering them to 
gather bundles of fticte for that end j whereas thefe bar- 
barous tribes were at. the firft unwilling to §)arc them any 
bundle or ftick, but fuch as were turned into arrows, ana 
improved to wound their new-come guefts, which, after a 
paffage over the vaft and wide ocean, were entertained, at 
' the firft fight, only with the fight of withered graft on the 
furfsice of the cold earth, and the grim looks of the favage 
enemy. Surely fuch pilgrims and ftrangers had need of 
* Hubbard's MSS, f<VTSve 
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fome other more inward fupport and comfort, than this 

world can give. They hsud need of a good confcience 
within, to adminifter matter for a continual feaft, as they 
were of all other fupplies to fuftain their hearts* It would 
have tried the faith oSFAbrahtcm, when fent from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, if he had been directed to the Arabian wilder- 
nefs, and not into the land flowing with milk and honey. 
But they that had the fame faith that Abraham 6ad, were, 
when put upon trial, not unwilling to follow the conduct 
of divine providence, into a land not fown, not knowing 
indeed, it may be faid, whither he went, yet hoping th?tt 
God, who, by his fpecial guidance, had brought them into 
a wilder nefs, would not be a wilder nefs to them therein, as 
iince they have found.*' 

In the year 1730, Mr. Prince preached the Eleftion Ser- 
mon^ From this fermon, and other writings of this cele- 
brated divine, we may gather much information, and 
learn leflbns of piety. His labours have faved the hiftori- 
ans of this country many particular refearches. He was 
better able to colled materiab, and had more induflry 
than moft men. 

In addition to the manufcripts of Dr. I. Mather, Cotton 
Mather, and Mr. Hubbard, he procured the diaries and ob- 
lervations of private gentlemen. He was able, with fuch 
afliftance, to gather every minute circumftance, and a 
library of ancient books, extremely valuable, which he ar- 
ranged in a proper manner, and put into the Old South 
Church. Some relicks of them are to be feen at this day, 
but ^eat depredations have been made by the teeth of 
time ; and alfo by the hand of iriolcnce, when the Britifli 
troops had pofleflion of the temple. Many manufcripts, 
likewife, have been kept by thofe who meant to borrow. 

Every thing may perifh for want of care — ^an obferva- 
tion the antiquary frequently makes, who bewails, that 
valuable records, which would have been ufeful to others, 
and increafed the pleafures of his own mind, fhould be the 
food of infeds, or perifh in the fame negleded corneir 
with the moth and the worm. 
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